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THE OAKBRIDGE

Becoming an Evangelistic Church
From Pastor Jim

E vangelism—the very word seems to evoke a deep-seated fear within most Christians. Fear of rejection.
Fear of inadequacy. Fear of being mocked. Fear of disrupted relationships. Fear of being called a hypocrite.

Two statements can be made safely about such fear. First, this fear is not from God (2 Timothy 1:7-10). This
truth alone tells us how we should view such fear and that we should deal with it purposefully and decisively.

Secondly, this fear will probably never leave us. If we wait around hoping to wake up some day without any
fear connected with evangelism, we will be waiting our entire lifetime. It is not a matter of this fear disappear-
ing, it is a matter of this fear being overcome by a Spirit-wrought love of the Lord, love of the gospel and love
of lost souls. It is a matter of this fear being overcome by the Word-based conviction of the truth about who
God is, about the state of sinful mankind and about the power of the gospel.

We want to see Oakridge become a truly evangelistic church, a body whose members are regularly and eager-
ly proclaiming the excellencies of our God and the glories of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Therefore, we want to
be a church that reminds ourselves often of the truths that will overcome our fears.

To this end, we are excited to announce that we will be holding a weekly 7-session seminar on evangelism
called Proclaim, starting on Wednesday, February 15, at 7:30 p.m. The seminar will include a video presenta-
tion, followed by group response and discussion of the material presented.

The themes for each session of the seminar are as follows:

Session 1: The Unstoppable Gospel Inside this issue:

Session 2: Gifted for Evangelism

Session 3: Becoming a Friend of Sinners From Pastor Jim 1

Session 4: Breaking the Sound Barrier

Session 5: Proclaim the Bad News Song of the Month 2

Session 6: Proclaim the Good News

Session 7: Putting the "Go" in Gospel February Bible Reading/ Birthdays 3
While everyone is invited to attend, signing up for the seminar is February Calendar 4

needful in order to know how many study guides to have available.
I urge you to sign up at the earliest opportunity! Let Everything Praise the Lord 5
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Song of the Month—And Can It Be?

In nearly ten years, I can’t think of any other songs that Oakridge Community Church has sung with the
fervor of And Can It Be? Charles Wesley’s words capture the awe at seeing the love of God for me, an un-
worthy sinner. In fact, we who caused pain are saved by the one who felt that pain. We who were imprisoned
by sin are set free by the righteous Son of God, and rather than facing condemnation, we await glory!

It appears likely that this song was written shortly after Wesley’s conversion—which was three years after
becoming a pastor! He had been living by works and saw instead the need for faith in Christ. Charles Wesley
went on to write thousands of hymns, many of which are in our hymnal today.

And can it be that I should gain
An int'rest in the Savior's blood?
Died He for me, who caused His pain?
For me, who Him to death pursued?
Amazing love! how can it be
That Thou, my God, should die for me?

Refrain
Amazing love! how can it be
That Thou, my God, should die for me!

He left His Father's throne above,
So free, so infinite His grace;
Emptied Himself of all but love,
And bled for Adam's helpless race;
'Tis mercy all, immense and free;
For, O my God, it found out me.

Long my imprisoned spirit lay
Fast bound in sin and nature's night;
Thine eye diffused a quick'ning ray,
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
My chains fell off, my heart was free;
I rose, went forth and followed Thee.

No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in Him is mine!
Alive in Him, my living Head,
And clothed in righteousness divine,
Bold I approach th'eternal throne,
And claim the crown, through Christ my own.

Charles Wesley
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February Bible Reading

1 Leviticus 1-4 15 |Numbers 8-10

2 Leviticus 5-7 Daily Reading Program 16 |Numbers 11-13

3 Leviticus 8-10 Historical Plan 17 | Numbers 14-15

4 |Leviticus 11-13 In this plan, the order of the 18 | Numbers 16-17

5 Leviticus 14-15 Old Testament readings is very similar 19| Numbers 18-20

6  Leviticus 16-18 to Israel's Hebrew Bible, progressing 20 |Numbers 21-22

7 Leviticus 19-21 from Law to Prophets to Writings. 21 |Numbers 23-25

8 | Leviticus 22-23 The New Testament or_dering is basgd 22 | Numbers 26-27

upon research regarding the order in

9 Leviticus 24-25 which the books were authored. 23 |Numbers 28-30
10  Leviticus 26-27 Although this research is not 24 |Numbers 31-32
11 Numbers 1-2 conclusive, it may offer helpful 25 |Numbers 33-34
12 Numbers 3-4 insights to your Bible reading. 26 | Numbers 35-36
13 Numbers 5-6 27 |Deuteronomy 1-2
14 Numbers 7 28 |Deuteronomy 3-4

y ]:cbruary I~ E_sthchoncs
Fcbruarg 1 —-C["cry’l\—rz’albcrg
[February 6~ Ann Runk
Febmarg 1~ Kon Buschman
Fcbruarg 14 -] oren Fubin
Februarg 15~ Bcth Andcrson
r:cbruarg L7 ~ Tlﬁaddeus DcCaro
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Let everything Praise the Lord!

Praise the Lord!

Praise God in His sanctuary;,
Praise Him in His mighty heavens!
Praise Him for His mighty deeds;

Praise Him according to His excellent greatness!

Praise Him with trumpet sound;

Praise Him with lute and harp!

Praise Him with tambourine and dance;
Praise Him with strings and pipe!
Praise Him with sounding cymbals,
Praise Him with loud clashing cymbals!

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord!

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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