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Praying Together as a Body
From Pastor Jim

One cannot read the New Testament book of Acts without being impressed with the spread of the gospel and
the growth of Christ’s church. In fact, one valid way of viewing the book as a whole is in light of the obvious
division markers which Luke gave while writing it as he was moved by the Holy Spirit.
In order to show how Jesus’ commission of Acts 1:8 was carried out, in each section of the book Luke presents
a variety of events in the life of the early church and then closes that section with a summary statement. Those
summary statements can be found in Acts 6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5; 19:20 and 28:30-31.
While reading Acts, our attention is drawn first to the rapid numerical growth of the church in Jerusalem (2:41)
and then the wide geographical expansion of the gospel which led to churches being established throughout the
Roman Empire.
Many factors are behind both the numerical growth of the Jerusalem church and the broad spread of the gospel.
It would be a grave mistake to say that there was only one reason or to minimize the importance of any of the
factors for the sake of being dramatic.
However, I would like to focus on one practice which is given considerable emphasis in Acts as a dynamic involved in the growth of the church and the spread of the gospel. That is the practice of corporate prayer—the
church gathered for the purpose of praying together.
In fact, prayer was the foundational activity of those who became the “charter members” of the Jerusalem
church. Before the Holy Spirit was poured out on the day of Pentecost, approximately 120 believers in Jesus
Christ “with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer” (Acts 1:14). It is significant to note that
the 3,000 souls added to their number in Jerusalem were immediately drawn into the practice of corporate prayer, the obvious assumption being that this was a natural part of body life for the Christian (Acts 2:42). This is
confirmed by the multiple references to corporate prayer in various circumstances which are found in Acts
(e.g., 4:23-31; 6:4; 12:5, 12; 13:2-3; 14:23; 20:36; 21:5).
The importance of corporate prayer in the life of the church must not be minimized or ignored. Granted, the
same may be said for private prayer. However, corporate prayer is a vital and powerful means of expressing and
demonstrating unity of heart and mind as one body of Christ gathered together, as Acts 1:14 and 4:24 indicate.
Private prayer cannot accomplish this. A person who is truly serious about the unity of the church will be a person who is devoted to praying with the church body.
Over the years, I have found that one reason people do not participate in corporate prayer is because they are
intimidated by how others pray. They feel like their own prayers would be inferior in some way or another to
the prayers of others.
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Since when was prayer ever a competition? Since when did Jesus tell
us our prayers have to be eloquent or follow a certain style? Truly, in
this matter the statement of 2 Corinthians 10:12b can be accurately
applied: when they measure themselves by themselves and compare
themselves with themselves, they are without understanding.
When Jesus taught His disciples to pray, He focused on content, not
on style (Matthew 6:9-13). We who seek to follow Jesus should keep
His emphasis in mind.
(Continued on page 2)

From Pastor Jim (continued from page 1)
To remind me of this, I have kept with me since college years a poem humorously illustrating the point that style
and posture are not the keys to effective prayer. I hope you enjoy it. More than that, I trust that if you are one who
has been hesitant to join in corporate prayer because of a sense that your prayers are not measuring up to those of
others, this will lead you to overcome such thinking and unite with us in praying together.

The Prayer of Cyrus Brown
Sam Walter Foss

“The proper way for a man to pray”
said Deacon Lemuel Keyes,
“and the only proper attitude
is down upon his knees.”

“Nay, I should say the way to pray,”
said Reverend Dr. Wise
“is standing straight with outstretched arms
and rapt and upturned eyes.”
“Oh, no, no, no.” said Elder Snow
“Such posture is too proud
A man should pray with eyes fast closed
and head contritely bowed.”
“It seems to me his hands should be
astutely clasped in front.
With both thumbs a-pointing toward the ground.”
Said Reverend Hunt.

“Las’ year I fell in Hodgkins well
head first,” said Cyrus Brown,
“With both my heels a-stikin’ up,
my head a-p’inting down,
An’ I made a prayer right there an’ then;
Best prayer I ever said;
The prayingest prayer I ever prayed,
A-standin’ on my head.”

February Birthdays
February 1 - Esther Jones
February 11 - Ron Buschman
February 14 - Loren Hubin
February 15 - Beth Anderson
February 17 - Thaddeus DeCaro
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February Bible Reading
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1

Exodus 1–2

Psalm 32

2

Exodus 3–4

Psalm 33

3

Exodus 5–6:27

Psalm 34

4

Exodus 6:28–9:35

Psalm 35

5

Exodus 10–11

Psalm 36

6

Exodus 12:1-30

Psalm 37

7

Exodus 12:31–14:31

Psalm 38

8

Exodus 15:1-21

Psalm 39

9

Exodus 15:22–17:7

Psalm 40

10 Exodus 17:8–18:27

Psalm 41

11 Exodus 19–20

Psalm 42

12 Exodus 21–23

Psalm 43

13 Exodus 24:1-11

Psalm 44

14 Exodus 24:12–25:40

Psalm 45

15 Exodus 26–27

Psalm 46

16 Exodus 28–29

Psalm 47

17 Exodus 30–31

Psalm 48

18 Exodus 32–33

Psalm 49

19 Exodus 34

Psalm 50

20 Exodus 35–36

Psalm 51

21 Exodus 37–38

Psalm 52

22 Exodus 39

Psalm 53

23 Exodus 40

Psalm 54

24 Catch-up day

Psalm 55

25 Catch-up day

Psalm 56

26 Leviticus 1–2

Psalm 57

27 Leviticus 3

Psalm 58

28 Leviticus 4:1–5:13

Psalm 59

Two-Year Bible
Reading Plan
This Bible reading plan is
designed to take you
through the Old and New
Testaments in two years,
and through the Psalms
and Proverbs four times
during that period.

February Calendar
Thursday

May the Lord direct
your hearts to the
love of God and
to the steadfastness
of Christ.

1

Friday

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting

2

Saturday

3

Sunday

4

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group

Monday

6:30 p.m. - Missions Committee Meeting
7:00 p.m. - Deacons Meeting

Tuesday

7:00 p.m. - Worship Team Practice

5

6

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

7

Thursday

8

Friday

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Visual Arts Committee Meeting
6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting

Monday

2:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting

19

Tuesday
Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

10

Monday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ
Life/Care Group

18

20

Saturday

11

Sunday

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer

9

Sunday

2 Thessalonians 3:5

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
11:45 a.m. - Fellowship Luncheon
12:45 p.m. - Annual Meeting
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Elders & Deacons Meeting
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Tuesday

21

Thursday
Friday

Thursday

Saturday

15

Friday

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting

16

Saturday

17

4

9:30 a.m. - Worship Team Practice

24

Sunday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ
Life/Care Group

Monday

4:30 p.m. - Options for Women Ministry

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
1:00 p.m. - Options for Women Ministry
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Men’s Book Study

6:30 a.m. - Men’s Book Study

23

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

14

6:30p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group

22

25

13

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Bible Study

26

Tuesday

27

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
8:00 a.m. - Men’s Book Study

28

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Women’s Bible Study

Soldiers of Christ, Arise - Song of the Month
Submitted by James DeCaro

Here are some encouraging words for everyone:
Get up, all you who are fighting the good fight of faith! Stand firm on the truth, knowing that you have Christ’s
righteousness. Remember that God’s strength is more than enough, and that nothing will separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus, our Lord.
God’s provision is complete and abundant, so take heart in your struggle. Though we may grow weak, God’s
strength never ebbs. Though we engage with spiritual forces, the victory is already accomplished in Christ.
Be careful, brothers and sisters! Make the most of every opportunity to protect yourself through reflecting Christ’s
character and thanking God for His grace. Finally, look forward to that day when the conflict is over and we are
transformed to be like Him.

Of course, I like the way Charles Wesley puts things better than I did:
Soldiers of Christ, arise,
and put your armor on,
strong in the strength which God supplies
through His eternal Son;
strong in the Lord of hosts
and in His mighty pow'r,
who in the strength of Jesus trusts
is more than conqueror.
Stand then in His great might,
with all His strength endued,
and take, to aid you in the fight,
the panoply of God.
From strength to strength go on,
wrestle and fight and pray;
tread all the pow'rs of darkness down
and win the well-fought day.
Leave no unguarded place,
no weakness of the soul;
take ev'ry virtue, ev'ry grace,
and fortify the whole.
That, having all things done
and all your conflicts past,
ye may o'ercome through Christ alone
and stand complete at last.

Charles Wesley, 1749
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OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

