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MY CHURCH
From Pastor Jim
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His disciples, "Who
do people say that the Son of Man is?" And they said, "Some say John the Baptist; and others,
Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets." He said to them, "But who do you say
that I am?" Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." And Jesus
said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you,
but My Father who is in heaven. I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will
build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.
Matthew 16:13-18
“My church.” What words of comfort and warning they are from the lips of Jesus!
They are words of comfort because we know how precious His church is to Jesus. After all, He purchased her with
His own blood (Acts 20:28).
These are words of comfort because we know Jesus is watching over, interceding for, guarding and providing for
His own. He is in the midst of His local churches, holding their messengers in His hands (Revelation 1:12-13, 16, 20).
These are words of comfort because we know Jesus loves His bride and is preparing her so she will stand before
Him at the wedding holy and blameless, without spot or wrinkle (Ephesians 5:25-27).
These are words of comfort because, as exalted Savior and Lord, Jesus has all authority in heaven and on earth
(Matthew 28:18). Nothing that happens to His church surprises Him. Nothing that happens to His church is outside the
realm of His sovereignty. Everything that happens to His church is designed by Him to refine her, to increase her trust
in Him, to grow her into the fullness of the measure of His stature.
To anyone who is devoted to the glory of God, Christ’s ownership and headship of the church are words of comfort
indeed.
The fact that the church belongs to Jesus is also a solemn and serious warning with respect to our attitude toward
His church and toward those who are in it. His church is the pillar and support of the truth in this world
(1 Timothy 3:15), which demands a high degree of respect, loyalty and commitment from everyone claiming to be His.
The fact that the church belongs to Christ should lead those whom He uses as laborers in His church to take great
care with how they go about their tasks (1 Corinthians 3:10). There will come a day when each worker will be called to
account for what he has done as a fellow-worker in the building of Christ’s church (1 Corinthians 3:12-15).
The church’s Owner and Head is clear about the importance of not despising any of His disciples, causing them to
stumble (Matthew 18:5-10). When His warning about how we are to treat His body the church is not heeded, He is
willing to exercise “tough love” in order to make His will and displeasure known (1 Corinthians 11:17-34).
Times of transition can be stressful. Change for us brings with it a sense of uncertainty about what the outcome will
be. However, the fact that the church belongs to Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, gives us the opportunity and
the responsibility to face the transition taking place this year with the comfort of knowing that our Owner and Head is
in control. It also gives us the responsibility to diligently carry out His will in our attitude toward, our commitment to
and our treatment of His church.
May we be His faithful church.
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From Joshua and Kara Dunckel

W

e want to begin by telling you what a privilege and joy it was to spend time with our Oakridge Church
Family this summer. Thank you for welcoming us back in your midst and for caring for us well while
we are away.

The months since we were with you have been filled with transitions. New home, new school, new church, new ministry opportunities. We sometimes have to stop and remember that we
have only been here in Hungary for 6 months because so much
has happened that it feels longer. As the new year marches on
we are starting to put down some roots here in our new home.
Things we are enjoying about life in Diosd, Hungary:
1. Location, location, location. After a busy fall travel
schedule Joshua was able to attend his team’s quarterly
meetings in Budapest without having to make another
trip out of town. Then, when he was invited to mentor a
Lausanne young leaders group in November, it was being
held in Budapest, making it a much easier commitment.
2. Team. After spending a couple of years working remotely, we now live in the same city as the majority of our
ministry team, allowing communication and synergy to
flow more naturally.
3. Educational resources. Noemi is attending the International Christian School of Budapest this year and learning from some great teachers. As many of you know, we
had looked for some testing and a diagnosis for Isobel during our time in the U.S. The International School was
able to provide both and offer some resources to help her learn and grow. We are beyond thankful for these resources for our daughters.

Looking forward:

Please be in prayer with us for some upcoming ministry opportunities this month.
Early this month Joshua will be attending an event for people ministering to refugees across Europe, learning from their
expertise, connecting our ReachGlobal city teams to ministry opportunities, and connecting practitioners to resources
wherever possible. We are excited to see 150 people from 25 nations coming together to share the love and gospel of
Christ with refugees across Europe. Romania will even be represented by someone other than Joshua this year!
Later in February Joshua will be attending a meeting of 180 churches and organizations from around the world who are
involved in global church planting among unreached Muslim peoples. This is an opportunity to develop ReachGlobal’s
partnerships, because we can accomplish more in partnership than we can on our own. It is also a place to learn from the
vast knowledge and experience of others working in this field.
We are so thankful for your faithful prayers on behalf of our family and our ministry. We have seen God at work
through them! Here are some ideas for how to pray for us:
• Pray that as we put down roots here in Hungary we would also become rooted and grounded in the love of Christ
• Pray for the gospel to be proclaimed and believed across Europe
• Pray for the growth of connections between people working with Muslims with-

in our organization in order to encourage and learn from one another
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Monday

Tuesday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

24

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

25

26

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

27

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

28

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

3:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting

21

19

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group
4:00 p.m. - Visual Arts
Committee
Meeting

14

20

13

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

7

18

12

11

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
11:45 a.m. - Fellowship Luncheon
12:45 p.m. - Annual Meeting
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

6

Matthew 22:37-38

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

7:00 p.m. - Deacons Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

17

Thursday

6:30 p.m. - Elders & Deacons 6:30 p.m. - Missions
Meeting
Committee
Meeting

5

4

10

Wednesday

And He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’
This is the great and foremost commandment. The second is like it,
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’

Sunday

February 2019
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6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s Group

22

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s Group

15

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s Group
1:00 p.m. - Options for
Women
Ministry

8

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s Group

1

Friday

9:30 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

23

16

10:00 a.m. - Women’s
Bible
Study

9

2

Saturday

February Bible Reading
Two-Year Bible Reading Plan
This Bible reading plan is designed to take you through the Old and New Testaments in two years,
and through the Psalms and Proverbs four times during that period.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

Jeremiah 34-35
Jeremiah 36
Jeremiah 37-38
Jeremiah 39:1—41:15
Jeremiah 41:16—43:13
Jeremiah 44-45
Jeremiah 46
Jeremiah 47-48
Jeremiah 49
Jeremiah 50
Jeremiah 51
Jeremiah 52
Catch-up day
Catch-up day

Psalm 25
Psalm 26
Psalm 27
Psalm 28
Psalm 29
Psalm 30
Psalm 31
Psalm 32
Psalm 33
Psalm 34
Psalm 35
Psalm 36
Psalm 37
Psalm 38

February Birthdays

Oakridge
Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org
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15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Lamentations 1
Lamentations 2
Lamentations 3
Lamentations 4
Lamentations 5
Catch-up day
Catch-up day
Ezekiel 1
Ezekiel 2-3
Ezekiel 4-5
Ezekiel 6-7
Ezekiel 8
Ezekiel 9-10
Ezekiel 11:1—12:20

Psalm 39
Psalm 40
Psalm 41
Psalm 42
Psalm 43
Psalm 44
Psalm 45
Psalm 46
Psalm 47
Psalm 48
Psalm 49
Psalm 50
Psalm 51
Psalm 52

February 1 - Esther Jones
February 8 - David Butler
February 11 - Ron Buschman
February 14 - Loren Hubin
February 15 - Beth Anderson
February 17 - Tad DeCaro

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

