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Wisdom from the Past—Andrew Fuller
From Pastor Seth
The Church of Jesus Christ has endured many changes and many challenges in the world
around her throughout her history. These changes have presented unique struggles for
the church. But it seems that the more difficult adjustments have proven to be the political changes that she has
lived through in the past. These changes include the collapse of empires (the Roman Empire, the British Empire),
the overthrow of the governments in nations where the Church has a presence (the French Revolution), the rise of
socialism and communism (Germany, Russia, and the countries folded into the USSR in the 20th century), to mention a few. The temptation that consistently faces believers who live during these times seems always to be the
same: they are in danger of being distracted from Christ and His mission by the events taking place all around
them.
Andrew Fuller was a Baptist pastor in England who ministered from 1775 to 1815. He lived through times of great
tumult in the British Empire. Not only had the American Revolution succeeded, but also the French Revolution (a
revolution with a radically different sentiment and flare) was a real and much closer threat to mainland England.
Amid the great revolutionary changes taking place around them, Fuller noticed how distracted many believers became by focusing on those events too much. In Dialogues and Letters between Crispus and Gaius, in the opening
chapter titled “The Peculiar Turn of the Present Age,” Fuller sought gently to remind believers of this danger confronting them. In an imaginary dialogue between two characters named Crispus and Gaius, he wrote,
Crispus. Good morning, my dear Gaius; I am glad to see you. The world is busy in grasping wealth, in
discussing politics, and in struggling for dominion; all trifles of a moment: let us retire from the tumultuous scene, and discourse on subjects of greater importance.
Gaius. I am glad, my dear Crispus, to find your mind exercised on such subjects. The present agitated
state of the world is doubtless a great temptation to many to let go their hold of heavenly things, and to
bend their chief attention to subjects which originate and terminate in the present life.
C. My mind has of late been much engaged on Divine subjects. I find in them a source of solid satisfaction. Yet I must confess I feel as well a variety of difficulties which I should be happy to have removed.
I have often found your conversation profitable, and should wish to avail myself of this and every other
opportunity for improving by it.
G. Suitable conversation on Divine subjects is commonly of mutual advantage; and I must say there is
something, I know not what, in the countenance of an inquisitive, serious friend, which, as iron sharpeneth iron, whets our powers, and draws forth observations
where otherwise they never existed. I think I have been as
much indebted to you for asking pertinent questions as you
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have been to me for answering them.1
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1Andrew G. Fuller, The Complete Works of Andrew Fuller: Controversial Publications, vol. 2, ed. J. Belcher. (Harrisonburg, VA: Sprinkle Publications,
1988) pg. 647.
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You notice what Fuller is seeking to communicate
to his readers: the issues of “wealth” and “politics” and “struggling for dominion” are all matters
that he calls “trifles of a moment.” He strikes at
the heart of the danger facing believers during
times characterized by these kinds of matters. As
Gaius said, “The present agitated state of the
world” would doubtless be a great opportunity to
cause believers to “let go their hold of heavenly
things, and to bend their chief attention to subjects
which originate and terminate in the present life.”
The danger facing us is becoming distracted and
diverted from what is of ultimate importance—the
God we are to worship at all times, the hope of
Jesus Christ that never fades, and the priorities
that belong to us as citizens of the kingdom of
heaven.
This is not to say that Christians need to be withdrawn and unengaged in the issues of the world
around us. But in all our interactions with the
things of the world, even in their most important
aspects, we must remember that these worldly
matters are still issues which “originate and terminate in the present life.” As I preached the first
Sunday of November, we are called to be responsible citizens of the country where God has placed
Andrew Fuller
us. That means that we must be aware of what is
going on, and we must seek the well-being of this
nation, our states, our cities, our neighbors, with every opportunity the Lord brings our way (Galatians 6:10). But
we also must be on guard so that we never allow these matters to have an over-realized importance. Our ultimate
focus at all times must be on “heavenly things” and the life to come. We must live on this earth with our “minds set
on things above, and not on the things of this world” (Colossians 3:2). We are to be thoroughly heavenly minded,
so that we might be of some earthly good.
May you, like Crispus, have your mind “engaged on Divine subjects” during the times we are facing. And may you
like Gaius, seek to sharpen your fellow brothers and sisters (as “iron sharpeneth iron”) with conversation that aims
to set their minds upon things above as well. We will face our challenges well not by focusing our attention on
them but, as Philippians 4:8-9 declares, by setting our minds upon better things:
Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell
on these things. The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things; and
the God of peace shall be with you.

May the Lord give you grace to set your minds on better things in these days, and may the God peace be with you
all.
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FEBRUARY BIBLE READING
Discipleship Journal Bible Reading Plan
This Bible reading plan runs 25 days of the month
which allows for catch-up days.

February 1

Matthew 10:21–42

Acts 15:22–41

Psalm 24

Exodus 1–3

February 2

Matthew 11:1–19

Acts 16:1–15

Psalm 25

Exodus 4–6

February 3

Matthew 11:20–30

Acts 16:16–40

Psalm 26

Exodus 7–9

February4

Matthew 12:1–21

Acts 17:1–15

Psalm 27

Exodus 10–12

February 5

Matthew 12:22–37

Acts 17:16–34

Psalm 28

Exodus 13–15

February6

Matthew 12:38–50

Acts 18:1–17

Psalm 29

Exodus 16–18

February 7

Matthew 13:1–23

Acts 18:18–28

Psalm 30

Exodus 19–20

February 8

Matthew 13:24–43

Acts 19:1–22

Psalm 31

Exodus 21–23

February 9

Matthew 13:44–58

Acts 19:23–41

Psalm 32

Exodus 24–26

February 10

Matthew 14:1–21

Acts 20:1–12

Psalm 33

Exodus 27–29

February 11

Matthew 14:22–36

Acts 20:13–38

Psalm 34

Exodus 30–31

February 12

Matthew 15:1–20

Acts 21:1–26

Psalm 35

Exodus 32–33

February 13

Matthew 15:21–39

Acts 21:27–40

Psalm 36

Exodus 34

February 14

Matthew 16:1–12

Acts 22

Psalm 37:1–22

Exodus 35–37

February 15

Matthew 16:13–28

Acts 23:1–11

Psalm 37:23–40

Exodus 38–40

February 16

Matthew 17:1–13

Acts 23:12–35

Psalm 38

Leviticus 1–4

February 17

Matthew 17:14–27

Acts 24

Psalm 39

Leviticus 5–7

February 18

Matthew 18:1–14

Acts 25:1–12

Psalm 40

Leviticus 8–10

February 19

Matthew 18:15–35

Acts 25:13–27

Psalm 41

Leviticus 11–13

February 20

Matthew 19:1–15

Acts 26:1–18

Psalm 42

Leviticus 14–15

February 21

Matthew 19:16–30

Acts 26:19–32

Psalm 43

Leviticus 16–17

February 22

Matthew 20:1–16

Acts 27:1–26

Psalm 44

Leviticus 18–20

February 23

Matthew 20:17–34

Acts 27:27–44

Psalm 45

Leviticus 21–23

February 24

Matthew 21:1–11

Acts 28:1–16

Psalm 46

Leviticus 24–25

February 25

Matthew 21:12–22

Acts 28:17–31

Psalm 47

Leviticus 26–27
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A WYSS UPDATE

H

ello Oakridge brothers and sisters! We
miss seeing you all, and look forward
to the day when we’ll join you, again!

Deb, Elena, Isaac and Ryan Wyss

Ryan has been working from our basement since
the beginning of COVID, and the kids have been
home from school this entire school year, so
we’ve got what certainly feels like a full house!
We are well, and finding many blessings in this
time, even though we grieve the tragedies happening around the world during this particular season
of history.

Just like every individual on the face of the planet, mission agencies and missionaries are needing to adapt to the
ever-changing circumstances of the global pandemic. Here are a few glimpses into what that means for TEAM:
Missionaries are still being sent out…but they’re not getting on a plane.
Instead of keeping missionaries in a holding pattern for an indefinite amount of time, TEAM is officially deploying missionaries, WITHOUT having them actually physically move. From their local communities, home
workspaces, and computer screens, appointed missionaries are now joining their teams in various countries
virtually. This means team building, strategic planning, gaining focused ministry equipping, and even language
learning. They are in full-time active ministry, it just looks different than it ever has before.

Missionaries are still being trained here in the US….but just like everything else, it's all virtual.
Instead of meeting face-to-face after long travels, over shared meals, and in packed seminars, TEAM has put
together training programs that can bring people together wherever they happen to be. Group Zoom calls, small
breakout sessions, and online learning courses have been developed in order to continue to meet current training needs. The learning and development department is excited as they dream about using these new, more
flexible training resources to meet the unique needs of TEAM's global workers.
Missionaries are “stuck” in their home country instead of being on the field like they normally would be….
but they’re still active participants in what is happening across the ocean.
Instead of biding time until borders open again, TEAM has encouraged missionaries who are in their home
countries and living out of suitcases to embrace this unique time to continue learning, growing, and working
for the kingdom of God. Missionaries have been asked to put together comprehensive plans on how they spend
their time working to further the advances of the gospel among the people they serve no matter where they
physically happen to be. It has caused many people to think outside of the box, and TEAM is looking forward
to seeing the fruit that comes out of this rare situation.
Missionaries are still serving overseas…but most of them are involved in vastly different forms of work than
9 months ago.
Living through traumatic events with those you are called to serve knits hearts together in very deep ways. We
are praying that hope in Jesus is clearly seen in missionaries all over the globe by those who need to see that
hope is there.
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9:00 a.m. - Adult Sun. School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Damascus
Care Group
4:00 p.m. - Taste & See
Care Group

28

9:00 a.m. - Adult Sun. School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus
Care Group

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Conquering
Through
Christ
Care Group

25

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Care Group

26

19

12

5

FRIDAY

27

20

9:00 a.m. - Women’s
Ministry
Study

13

8:00 a.m. - Men’s
Ministry
Study

6

SATURDAY

Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your
souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one
another from the heart, for you have been born again
not of seed which is perishable but imperishable,
that is, through the living and enduring word of God. 1 Peter 1:22-23

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

24

23

21

22

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

9:00 a.m. - Membership
Matters Class
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:00 p.m. - Annual Meeting
4:00 p.m. - Taste & See
Care Group

18

17

16

14

15

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Conquering
Through
Christ
Care Group

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Care Group
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THURSDAY

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
5:15 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Elders &
Deacons
Meeting
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WEDNESDAY

9:00 a.m. - Membership
Matters Class
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus
Care Group

9

2

TUESDAY

11

8

7:00 p.m. - Deacons
Meeting

1

MONDAY

10

7

SUNDAY

FEBRUARY 2021
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The heavens tell of the glory of God;
And their expanse declares the work of His hands.
Day to day pours forth speech,
And night to night reveals knowledge.
There is no speech, nor are there words;
Their voice is not heard.

Psalm 19:1-3

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,

eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church is to glorify God
by delighting in, declaring and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Oakridge Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Website: www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org
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