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The Oakbridge
Fighting Thorns—Praising God
From Pastor Jim
Remember Jesus’ parable of the
seed and the sower? He tells of a
farmer scattering seed over his field,
some of which fell on the footpath,
some of which fell on the stony
ground, some of which fell among the
thorns, and some of which fell on
good soil. Only the seed scattered on
the good soil bore fruit like the farmer
intended.
Jesus was pointing out that there are differing responses to the seed of God’s Word as it is sown in the hearts of
people. Those responses reveal the condition of the
hearts on which the Word falls.
Some hearts are hard, like the path along the side of the
field that has been beaten down by many feet walking on
it. The devil has an easy time with such hearts, snatching
the Word they have heard right out of their minds.
Other hearts are shallow. At first they get excited about
the new ideas they learn from God’s Word. They just
can’t get enough of it. But then times of testing come
into their lives, and they fall away quickly because the
Word never truly took hold of them.
Then there are the hearts that are choked by the thorns
of “worries and riches and pleasures of this life” (Luke
8:14). These hearts are distracted by and preoccupied
with the things of this life, such that there just isn’t time
or energy for truly heeding the truth of God’s Word.
While all of the causes of unfruitfulness should be taken as warning, I have always been particularly concerned
with the thorns, the distractions. That has been my ongoing concern for myself, as well as for you.
So last week when my car was totaled, I dreaded the
prospect of going through the hassle of purchasing another vehicle. There were many reasons in my mind for not
looking forward to the task, but the main one was that I
might allow car shopping to distract me from the things
that are really important.

That’s so easy to do, isn’t it? We seem to gravitate toward the urgent rather than the important. We so readily
focus on the immediate rather than the eternal. So my
prayer to the Lord was that He would give me the wisdom, discernment and presence of mind which would
keep me from falling into that trap.
This time He answered in a way that surprised me. He
took away the hassle by making the first vehicle at which
we looked the only one we needed to see. How thankful I
am for the time saved, the possibilities for distraction
avoided, the reminder that He often works in ways that
are far beyond what we could ask or think! That’s on top
of the fact that we actually got a vehicle that I like.
When I see Him work in such ways, it makes me want
to use the time and effort He saved me even more purposefully and effectively for His glory. When he shows
me His mercy and grace, even in relatively small aspects
of life, it reminds me of His infinite worth and worthiness
of my praise, adoration, worship and love.
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News From Joshua and Kara Dunckel
Last year was a year of big changes for our family. Anders' birth was one
of the best ever. However, this year we are also enjoying another great
change. We are now officially missionaries serving with ReachGlobal instead
of One Challenge. We have good friends on the One Challenge team in
Romania and look forward to seeing them when we return to Bucharest.
However, as far as ministry fit is concerned, ReachGlobal is where we see
God's place for us. There are many benefits to this transition, and we'll list the
biggest ones for you.
1. Ministry Focus. With OC our ministry was headed more and more in the
direction of MK (missionary kid) education. While we are so very thankful for the staff at the Christian school and the ministry they have had to
our children, we know the reason we came to Romania was not to work in
the school, but to mobilize Romanian missionaries.

Joshua, Isobel, Noemi, Anders and Kara

2. Healthy ministry. ReachGlobal is committed to "healthy people living in healthy teams equipping healthy leaders in order to multiply healthy churches." We have seen this playing out in their team culture on the field and
already have seen its benefits for us personally. The enemy does not want missionaries to survive, thrive, or be
effective, so we need to be intentional about taking steps to be healthy and keep our ministry healthy. It does
not just happen.
3. Seasoned colleagues. Our new team leaders are a couple who have been mentoring us over the last couple
years. They have been working in Romania for nearly 20 years and possess a wealth of experience and wisdom
which we value highly.
A few facts about ReachGlobal...
- ReachGlobal is the missions arm of the EFCA (Evangelical Free Church of America).
- They have been sending missionaries for about a hundred years.
- Their ministry vision is to impact 100 million people with the gospel over ten years.
- ReachGlobal's ministry strategy is "Develop. Empower. Release." This fits in well with missions mobilization as we develop Romanian believers who are interested in missions, empower with the tools needed
for ministry, and release them into cross-cultural ministry. We also want to develop a missions vision
within the Romanian church, empower it to greater involvement in the Great Commission, and release it
to do these things in a distinctly Romanian way.
Prayer Request! With a new organization comes a new budget. We are required to be at 100% of our monthly support before returning to Romania. The next few months will be filled with personal and professional development
as well as ministry partnership development. Please pray with us for God to prepare churches and individuals to
financially partner with us in this ministry. We are praying that God would allow us to return to Romania this July.
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2014 Liberian Pastors Conference
Submitted by Jonathan Leslie
Early in 2013, one of the pastors from our monthly pastors’ prayer group, Ben Kangar, who was born in Liberia,
brought to the group his concern for pastors in Liberia. While they have a zeal for the Lord, it often lacks Biblical
knowledge due to a lack of training and resources. Out of Ben’s expressed concern came a plan to send a team of
pastors to put on a week-long conference for these Liberian pastors so they can more effectively teach, minister to and
protect their flocks.
Oakridge Community Church is privileged to be part of this ministry, which initially involves sending Pastor Jonathan
to help teach at the conference and to look for ways we may serve the Liberian church on future trips.
Below, are some basic questions regarding the trip and some items for which we can be praying:

Liberia Trip FAQ
When are you going?
Our flight is scheduled to leave for New York on March 13, at 11:30 a.m. and then arrive in Monrovia, Liberia, on the
14th at 3:00 p.m. We will return to Minneapolis on March 27.

Who is going?
The team is made up of myself, Pastor Ben Kangar (Calvary Chapel, Red Wing, MN), Pastor Gary Johnson (Common
Ground Church, Lake Elmo, MN), Pastors Al Pittman and Mark Bofill (Calvary Worship Center, Colorado Springs, CO),
and Pastor Nhiem Tran (The Vietnamese Alliance Church, Raleigh, NC).

Why are you going?
We will be putting on a conference for approximately 200
local Liberian pastors who have very little Biblical training or access to biblical resources. We want to encourage
and equip these pastors to return and equip their churches
to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ and
spread the gospel in Liberia.

What is your schedule?
The conference runs from March 17 to 21. We will be
teaching six courses each day from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
including time for worship and prayer as well as meals.
The courses are Inductive Bible Study (Gary Johnson),
Church Growth (myself), Preaching Biblical Messages
(Al Pittman), Christian Leadership (Nhiem Tran), Church
Management (Mark Bofill), and Local Church Selfsustainability (Ben Kangar).
Following the conference we will be doing some limited
traveling outside of Monrovia to visit various other ministry opportunities, including an orphanage catering to handicapped children.
(Continued on page 4)
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2014 Liberian Pastors Conference
Submitted by Jonathan Leslie
(continued from page 3)

How can we pray?
 Thank God for His gracious provision of the funds to cover the trip expenses.
 Pray for our preparation for the courses we will be teaching at the conference.
 Pray that God would be preparing our hearts and the hearts of the local pastors for what He wants to do during

our time together.
 Pray that we would be open to God’s leading for future ministry partnerships in Liberia.
 Pray for the team’s safety and health, that we may teach and minister effectively.
 Pray that God’s Word would run and bear fruit for the glory of God in Christ.

Youth News

Submitted by Jeremy Misener

A

s I get older, I realize that there are more things going on than just losing my hair. I am gaining perspective; I am gaining insight. God uses different means to accomplish this: His Word, the circumstances of
my life, His body–especially those who have followed God longer than I have. God has continued to
press into me through His Word, through circumstances, and through you, my brothers and sisters of
Oakridge Community Church. Our church body is much different than it was 10 years ago. There is a Godcentered, gospel-centered approach that just was not there in the same way 10 years ago. I don’t say that with any
sense of prideful boasting in who we now are. I don’t say that with any sense of condemnation for any who made
up the church body 10 years ago. I say that with complete recognition that this has happened despite me. It is only
because of God’s patient and loving grace. It is only because of the power of the gospel that he has forced my eyes
to begin to look away from myself and toward His glorious beauty.
God’s gospel message radically changes everything about us. I was struck by how true this has been in my life in
regard to youth ministry as I read an article that Susan Mueller passed along to me a few weeks ago entitled How to
Raise a Pagan Kid in a Christian Home. It has been almost 13 years since I first began ministering here at Oakridge. As shocking as this might sound (sarcasm), I had no idea what I was doing when I first started. It wasn’t because I didn’t have a desire. It wasn’t because I didn’t love the Lord and the kids that were a part of our youth
group. It’s just I didn’t understand the gospel (God help me!). Therefore instead of pointing to the finished work of
Christ, I pointed to and focused on our behaviors (good and bad). I created a “cocktail that’s a mix of the Protestant
work ethic, the American dream, and the gospel.” That has great power to create pride and despair, but it has no
power to create Christ-like, Spirit empowered lives who want to lovingly obey our Lord with all their heart, soul,
mind, and strength. So parents, take a moment to reflect on what your objectives for your children are. Take a minute to think about how you evaluate whether or not you are a successful parent. We all want our kids to be good,
but if our goals are focused on our kids’ behavior, their happiness, or their accomplishments (but don’t include a
dependence upon Christ and a submission to His will and work), then we need to make some adjustments. Please
pray for me and the rest of the parents of OCC, that we would be so gospel saturated that it would be impossible for
our children to disconnect their thoughts and behaviors from the work of Jesus Christ on their behalf.
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March Song of the Month
Submitted by James DeCaro

O

ur song of the month for March is I Am His and He is Mine. God’s promise “I will take you to be My
people, and I will be your God” (Exodus 6:7) is fulfilled through the work of Christ. Believers in Jesus
take comfort in these words, and the following thoughts are only some of many connected to the central theme of
the song.

I Am His
God used Isaiah to write to Israel, “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are Mine”
(Isaiah 43:1). This ownership was ultimately made possible by Jesus, who became our redemption (1 Cor. 1:30).
The first chapter of 1 Corinthians also tells us that God chose what is weak and foolish in the world to shame what
is wise and strong, and that it is all because of God that any are in Christ. Those who belong to Christ have also
“crucified the flesh with its passions and desires” (Galatians 5:24). We are blessed that God has done the work needed to make us able to be His, freeing us from sin and death!

He is Mine
When we say and sing that Christ is ours, we can have in mind at least two things. First, we can remember that He is
our hope. The prayer recorded in Romans 15:13 says ,“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” Second, we can remember that Christ is our
portion. We can say with the Psalmist “You are my Lord; I have no good apart from You,” and “The Lord is my
chosen portion and my cup…indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance” (Psalm 16:2, 5, 6). For those who have Christ,
we need not worry or fear.
Loved with everlasting love, led by grace that love to know;
Gracious Spirit from above, Thou hast taught me it is so!
O this full and perfect peace! O this transport all divine!
In a love which cannot cease, I am His, and He is mine.
In a love which cannot cease, I am His, and He is mine.

OCC Vision

Heav’n above is softer blue, Earth aroundThe
is sweeter
vision ofgreen!
Oakridge Community Church
Something lives in every hue Christless eyes
never
seen;passion for the absolute,
is tohave
spread
a joyful
Birds with gladder songs o’erflow, flowers with deeper
beauties
shine,of Jesus Christ
eternal
supremacy
Since I know, as now I know, I am His, and He in
is all
mine.
things, to all peoples.
Since I know, as now I know, I am His, and He is mine.

OCC Mission

Things that once were wild alarms cannot now disturb my rest;
Closed in everlasting arms, pillowed onThe
the mission
loving breast.
of Oakridge Community Church
O to lie forever here, doubt and care and
is toself
glorify
resign,
God by delighting in, declaring
and He
displaying
While He whispers in my ear, I am His, and
is mine.the gospel of Jesus Christ.
While He whispers in my ear, I am His, and He is mine.
His forever, only His; who the Lord and me shall part?
Ah, with what a rest of bliss Christ can fill the loving heart!
Heav’n and earth may fade and flee, firstborn light in gloom decline;
But while God and I shall be, I am His, and He is mine.
But while God and I shall be, I am His, and He is mine.
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March Bible Reading

For this year’s
Bible reading
schedule, we will
read one Old
Testament and one
New Testament
passage each day.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Numbers 26-27; Mark 8:22-38
Numbers 28-29; Mark 9:1-29
Numbers 30-31; Mark 9:30-50
Numbers 32-33; Mark 10:1-31
Numbers 34-36; Mark 10:32-52
Deuteronomy 1-2; Mark 11:1-19
Deuteronomy 3-4; Mark 11:20-33
Deuteronomy 5-7; Mark 12:1-27
Deuteronomy 8-10; Mark 12:28-44
Deuteronomy 11-13; Mark 13:1-13
Deuteronomy 14-16; Mark 13:14-37
Deuteronomy 17-19; Mark 14:1-25
Deuteronomy 20-22; Mark 14:26-50
Deuteronomy 23-25; Mark 14:51-72
Deuteronomy 26-27; Mark 15:1-26
Deuteronomy 28; Mark 15:27-47
Deuteronomy 29-30; Mark 16
Deuteronomy 31-32; Luke 1:1-23
Deuteronomy 33-34; Luke 1:24-56
Joshua 1-3; Luke 1:57-80
Joshua 4-6; Luke 2:1-24
Joshua 7-8; Luke 2:25-52
Joshua 9-10; Luke 3
Joshua 11-13; Luke 4:1-32
Joshua 14-15; Luke 4:33-44
Joshua 16-18; Luke 5:1-16
Joshua 19-20; Luke 5:17-39
Joshua 21-22; Luke 6:1-26
Joshua 23-24; Luke 6:27-49
Judges 1-2; Luke 7:1-30
Judges 3-5; Luke 7:31-50

Inasmuch as many
have undertaken to
compile an account of
the things
accomplished among
us, just as they were
handed down to us by
those who from the
beginning were
eyewitnesses and
servants of the word,
it seemed fitting for me
as well, having
investigated everything
carefully from the
beginning, to write it
out for you in
consecutive order, most
excellent Theophilus;
so that you may know
the exact truth about
the things you
have been taught.

Luke 1:1-4

March Birthdays
March 3 – Dan Parker
March 4 - Jonathan Leslie
March 5 - Kayla Utecht
March 9 - Victor Mancia

March 25 – Susan Mueller
March 27 - Tiana Leslie
March 28 - Vicki Patten

Monday

Wednesday

Thursday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
1-3:00 p.m. - Shine Out of
9:00 a.m. - Membership Matters
Darkness
10:20 a.m. - Worship
Exhibit
12:00 p.m. - Elders & Wives
Meeting (30th)
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro C. G. (23rd)

1-3:00 p.m. - Shine Out of
Darkness
Exhibit

25

23/30

24/31

7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
5:00 p.m. - Elders
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
Meeting
9:00 a.m. - Membership Matters
10:20 a.m. - Worship

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
1-3:00 p.m. - Shine Exhibit
6:30 p.m. - Conn. in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting
7:30 p.m. - Women’s
Bible Study

26

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Women’s
Bible Study

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

27

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

20

19

18

16

17

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting
7:30 p.m. - Women’s
Bible Study

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

6

13

11

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Women’s
Bible Study

5

12

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

4

Daylight Savings
10
Time Begins
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
1:00 p.m. - Grand Oaks
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
6:30 p.m. - Elders and
9:00 a.m. - Membership Matters
Deacons Meeting
10:20 a.m. - Worship
1:45 p.m. - Good Sam. Service
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

3

2

9

Tuesday

Friday

28

5:30-7:00 p.m.
Shine Out of Darkness
Opening Reception

21

6:00 p.m. - Friday
Night
Light

14

7

Isaiah 40:28

Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of
the ends of the earth does not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable.

Sunday

July 2013

March 2014

29

22

15

9:00 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

8

1

Saturday
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Upcoming Events
Membership Matters Class

Shine Out of Darkness
Opening Reception

Begins Sunday, March 9
9:00 a.m.

Friday, March 14
5:30-7:00 p.m.

This six-week class is for prospective members
or those who are interested in learning more
about Oakridge Community Church. It will be
held in the Fireside Room during the 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School hour beginning Sunday, March
9. Please sign up in the foyer if you plan to attend. For any questions about this class, contact Pastor Jim or any of the elders.

All are invited to
The Oakridge Gallery of
Gospel Art’s opening
reception of the exhibit,
Shine out of Darkness.
The gallery is open to the
public and free of charge.

Men’s Game Feed
Saturday, April 5
6:00 p.m.
Calling men of all ages! Attenders are
welcome to bring a game dish to pass, but
it’s not required! This is a great opportunity
to invite your friends to enjoy an evening of
great food and fellowship. This year, Bill
Abeler, executive director of Camp Lebanon,
will be our speaker.

OCC Vision

The vision of
Oakridge Community Church
is
OCC Vision
to

The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
O AKRIDGE C OMMUNITY CHURCH
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We’re on the Web!
www.oakridgecommunity.org

