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Thrilled to Be an Uncle
From Pastor Jim
I have the privilege of being an uncle to some very
special nieces and nephews, as well as a granduncle to
their equally-special children. Among them is my niece
Marcie Peck with her husband Jeff, who are parents to
Riley and Sophie.
Riley just finished his second bout with Hodgkin lymphoma. Toward the end of this last round of treatment,
Riley’s parents put up a couple of posts on his Caring
Bridge site that I found to be particularly meaningful
and helpful for us in understanding what people experience as they or their loved ones face life-threatening
challenges. So, with their permission, I thought I would
share their posts with you.

Blood and Gratitude
By Marcie Peck — Feb 4, 2015 8:47 p.m.
“Hodgkin lymphoma is a blood cancer. Although it
appears as a solid tumor in the glands (found in the
neck, chest, armpit or groin), lymphoma is a blood
cancer that develops in the lymph nodes of the lymphatic system. When someone has lymphoma, lots of
abnormal lymphoid, or lymphoma, cells are produced
within a particular lymph node. In patients with Hodgkin lymphoma the cancer cells cluster in the lymph
nodes and form tumors. These can also spill into the
blood stream and spread the cancer around the body,
including to other lymph nodes." (https://
leukaemialymphomaresearch.org)
A few days ago I sat in the outpatient clinic watching
Riley skillfully playing Marvel Superheroes on the PS3
while attached to yet another IV, this one delivering
blood - his third transfusion in two months - to combat
anemia. Riley’s anemia is tracked primarily through
blood tests, but the doctors also watch his colorless
complexion, fast heart rate and exhaustion level – all
results of being knocked down by four rounds of
chemo.

Over the years, we’ve become
experts at understanding IVs, the
size of the bag, hydration rates,
how to navigate hallways and
elevators with these clumsy
machines, and most importantly,
how to silence the beeping at 3:00
a.m. But blood transfusions are
different than regular IVs…much
slower and strikingly personal.
While he defeats the bad guys on the screen, I attempt
to work on a client report, but it’s hard to take my eyes
off the bag of dark, thick, red liquid dangling above us.
Thousands of Americans donate blood every year. You
know the drill. A healthy adult takes time out of his/her
busy schedule, experiences mild pain and maybe some
lightheadedness, and gives, with the hope that this
donation will benefit someone in real medical need.
It’s beautiful in its simplicity. We never know the
donor’s name, age, gender, race, level of education or
zip code. Our political viewpoints may clash and our
faiths may be radically different.
(Continued on page 2)
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Thrilled to Be An Uncle
(Continued from page 1)

Yet, watching the infusion flow into my son’s veins, I’m
struck with the selflessness of the gift. I wish I could
look into this donor’s eyes, grasp their hand and say,
“Thank you. What you did mattered.”
Holly, our physician’s assistant, calls transfused blood
“GoJuice” for cancer kids. Within hours, Riley’s cheeks
pink up, his energy improves and his heart rate calms.
This blood will speed his recovery.
There’s another blood transfusion that has sustained not
just Riley but our whole family. Two thousand years ago,
Christ, the perfect donor, hung on a cross. He shed much
more than a unit of blood so that I could live…really
live, not anemically, in fear or desperation, but free and
forgiven, healing the complete brokenness that was me.
I am changed because of the life in that blood.
“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved
you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s
life for one’s friends.” John 15:12-13
Riley and our whole family is entering a season of hopeful recovery. To be honest, we are dog tired. A bit shell
shocked. And in a wobbling fashion, searching for
“normal” again.
On Monday, February 9, Riley will have his end-oftreatment PET scan. If it is clear, he will officially be in
remission and will aim to go back to school (part time) in
March. We plan to slip away for a brief family vacation
before that important chapter begins.
Thank you for your prayers, your encouragement and
your crazy big hearts of love for our family. If we
haven’t sent you a note or looked you in the eye to
express our gratitude, we have wanted to.
Know that your kindness has been the hands and heart of
God ministering to us these past few months.
With love and thanks,
Marcie

Clean and Sober
By Jeff Peck — Feb 12, 2015 10:16 p.m.
Yesterday the docs spoke the three little letters every
family wants to hear--NED, no evidence of disease.
Riley's PET scan is clean!
Except for the often difficult port access procedure, we
nearly yawned through Monday's PET scan, which will
now serve as the baseline for all scans Riley must have
for the next five years. To be truthful, this is a mixed
moment for our family. We are ready to celebrate, but
also rest. We are overwhelmed at the outpouring of care,
generosity and God's faithfulness to us during the last
six months. But, we still have a port surgery in front of
us, school reintegration, bodily fitness to restore and a
life scheduled with scans stretching out for years.
In the final scenes of Tolkien's Lord of the Rings, the
four hero Hobbits return to their beloved homes in the
Shire. They are changed. The adventures and suffering
are written in their faces. While their friends carry on
with their lives in the normal fashion they exchange
knowing glances and sober toasts. They are bound by
their experience and wondering how to fit in again after
seeing so much darkness. They have matured and carry
themselves with confident humility. But the questions
they ask center on "What now?"
That's us and most families that experience lifethreatening diseases. You have helped carry our family
through our second bout with cancer. It is the best way
to fight through such things, and we will never have
enough ways or occasions to thank each person who
reached out to us.
Riley's energy is returning, although his spirit appears to
be way ahead of his body. At his prodding, he dared
mom to race to the stop sign this week while out on a
walk, but ran out of steam long before finishing the short
sprint. That's O.K. We love that he wants to try and,
with eating and a return to soccer, we expect to see an
active boy who turns 12 later this month. Twelve. We
get to celebrate that, too.

3

News from the Hess Family
Greg and Melanie
Hess serve with SOAR
International (Service
and Outreach Alaska
to Russia) which is
located in Kenai,
Alaska. The SOAR
organization ministers
through local evangelical churches located
in Russia. Oakridge has been involved with both the
Stuff-A-Stocking distribution and the Abkhazia Backpack Project.
The following is the February 2015 newsletter from the
Hess family written in the context of what you would
have experienced had you been with them on two recent
trips to Russia.

Stuff-A-Stocking
Adventure
After traveling to
Ryazan, Russia,
you have arrived
with the SOAR
team just in time
to celebrate the
Russian Orthodox
Christmas by
distributing stockings to orphanage children!
Trying to shake off the jet-lag, you help to fill the stockings with the treats and essentials sponsored by donors
from the U.S.

After a couple of days, you have started to pick up the
routine: Hauling boxes, setting up the puppet stage,
settling in to have fun with the kids during the Gospel
presentation, and savoring the joy that comes when the
stockings are handed out. In some orphanages, the kids
may even put on a program for you!
However, some visits
are not so routine and
are a little more sobering, such as the visit to
the orphanage for invalids. Here you brought
some small gifts to children like this bed-ridden
16 or 17 year old girl.
Does spending 2 months this summer with Russian
teenage orphans that live in a church-run transition
home appeal to you? Or – are you a Bible college
student needing to fulfill a ministry internship requirement? Join a team of SOAR staff and college interns to
teach life skills and give spiritual guidance through this
exciting opportunity!

Abkhazia Adventure
You’ve joined the
SOAR men (Dick,
Greg, and G.J.) who
flew from Moscow
to Sochi, continuing
into Abkhazia. The
Sochi church has
already stuffed bags
full of gifts, and you
are surprised to learn
that the Sochi congregation matched the gifts from
SOAR donors. So instead of 150 gift bags and Bibles
you now have 300 to distribute in Abkhazia!
Waiting in the line of cars to go through the border,
you feel apprehensive entering a country where there
is still potential for political upheaval and fighting.
However, accompanied by Pastor Ivan from the Sochi
church, you have a trustworthy guide who is well
respected. Over the next few days, he will take you
across the entire country of Abkhazia to visit five of the
eight evangelical churches that exist in in this war-torn
land.
(Continued on page 4)
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News from the Hess Family
(Continued from page 3)

As you drive
through the
countryside,
Pastor Ivan
fills you in on
the history of
Abkhazia,
pointing out
an ancient
Roman fort
on the hillside. Early church history documents that the
apostles Andrew and Simon the Zealot preached and
founded a church here. Simon was killed in AD 55 by
Roman legionaries, and today you can still visit the
monument at his burial site. Christianity was also
brought to Abkhazia by early Christians who were
exiled here on the outskirts of the Roman Empire.
During Soviet times, this nation on the Black Sea was a
beautiful, thriving resort and agricultural area. Since
the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, conflict continues
as Abkhazia seeks to be recognized as an independent

nation. In many areas where neighborhoods used to
stand, all that remains are piles of rubble.
It is into this arena that the Evangelical churches are
trying to alleviate the suffering of the Abkhazian people
and establish a true witness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Because the people are holding tightly to their traditional
language, culture and identity, they have not yet allowed
Islam to take root. Instead they practice a mixture of
ancient paganism and Orthodox Christianity rife with
superstition. Most of the pastors you will meet are from
the Ukraine or Moldova and are sacrificially giving their
all to minister here, some in unique ways.
Don’t you wish you had more time to spend here? The
pastors and their wives seem so hungry to talk to someone. There are so many construction or repair projects
you could take on.
While visiting Abkhazia and grasping the depth of the
poverty in a country with 75% unemployment, you now
understand why SOAR is sending containers of humanitarian supplies to the churches.

March Bible Reading
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Deuteronomy 8-10
Deuteronomy 11-13
Deuteronomy 14-16
Deuteronomy 17-20
Deuteronomy 21-23
Deuteronomy 24-27
Deuteronomy 28-29
Deuteronomy 30-31
Deuteronomy 32-34
Joshua 1-4
Joshua 5-8
Joshua 9-11
Joshua 12-15
Joshua 16-18
Joshua 19-21
Joshua 22-24

Join us this year as
we go through
the Bible canonically.

“He wrote on the
tablets, like the
former writing, the
Ten Commandments
which the LORD had
spoken to you on the
mountain from the
midst of fire on the
day of the assembly;
and the LORD gave
them to me.”
Deuteronomy 10:4

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Judges 1-2
Judges 3-5
Judges 6-7
Judges 8-9
Judges 10-12
Judges 13-15
Judges 16-18
Judges 19-21
Ruth
1 Samuel 1-3
1 Samuel 4-8
1 Samuel 9-12
1 Samuel 13-14
1 Samuel 15-17
1 Samuel 18-20
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Youth News
Submitted by Jeremy Misener

“W

hat individuals are involved in this section of
Matthew?” “What is going on? What is happening in this section of
Matthew?” “Is there any dialogue? If so, who is speaking? Who are
they speaking to/with? What are they saying?”
As we’ve been working our way through the Gospel of Matthew, these
are some basic questions that we have been getting into the habit of
initially asking for every section of Scripture that we’re covering. For
most of the youth that are coming, this is the first time they have read
Matthew, or any book of the Bible from beginning to end. An example
of how this affects their understanding of each passage we are covering is
an answer to the question of what individuals are involved in the section we are covering. I may get an answer like,
“There is a guy named John, and another guy named Isaiah seems to be saying something to him.” This gives me an
opportunity to teach them who Isaiah is, when he lived, that this is a quotation from another part of the Bible, and
what significance this has on what is being communicated in this section of Matthew. It has been so exciting to watch
them get more comfortable in their interaction of what is being communicated in each text, and because of this start
making connections that they never would have made a few months ago. Continue to be praying that these “skills” in
how to read and understand what is being communicated in the passages we are covering would go beyond intellectual knowledge and be used by God to transform their entire being.

Arctic Blast

Submitted by JoAnna Mathiowetz and Susan Mueller
On February 20—22, Hannah Horejsi, Tiana Leslie with her friend Cassie, Samantha
Magler and Ryan Matchinsky, along with leaders JoAnna Mathiowetz, Jeremy Misener
and Susan Mueller headed up to Camp Lebanon for the annual Arctic Blast Retreat.
This year’s theme was “Hello, My Name is….LORD: (L-Love; O-Overcome; R-Restore;
D-Declare). There was a lot to do in a short time! In Chapel times they listened to youth
pastor and youth evangelist Micah Mac and worshipped the Lord; they entered a
broomball tournament; took a nature walk on the lake (even though it was reaallly cold);
played lots of carpet ball; and fellowshipped with each other. Ryan Matchinsky was
even brave enough to participate in the Polar Plunge! The cold temps didn’t stop them
from having a good time, and more importantly having a special time with God!
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The Birth of the Church

O

Submitted by Jonathan Leslie

ur next adult Sunday School series will focus on the history of the early church from the end of the
book of Acts to Constantine becoming emperor of the Roman Empire. We will begin the series on April 12, just
after Easter, and continue until June 24, before taking our two-month break to focus on community prayer.
Studying the history of anything can be hard for some of us, including your teacher! Therefore, to make it easier
to understand and hopefully more interesting, we will center each lesson around an historical person of the time to
help us understand the events of the day with an emphasis on how they fit into God’s overall plan to build His
church.
Why study church history? Here are seven reasons that Pastor Tim Challies gives:
1. God Tells Us So - The Bible continually exhorts believers to search out and remember the past.
“For inquire, please, of bygone ages, and consider what the fathers have searched out. For we are
but of yesterday and know nothing, for our days on earth are a shadow. Will they not teach you and
tell you and utter words out of their understanding?” (Job 8:8-10)
2. To Understand Today - It shows us that we are not too far different from so many of our brothers and
sisters in days past and helps us avoid sins and mistakes they may have made.
3. To Understand Tomorrow - When we understand where our current trends are taking us, we can react
to avoid heading down paths that have been shown to be ruinous.
4. To Understand Providence - When we study the past, we can see many of the ways in which God has
been at work, which should spur us to greater love and appreciation of God and give us greater confidence in His promises.
5. To Understand Error - When we visit the past we can see how error has arisen in the church and we
can see which errors have already arisen and have been decided by a consensus of the church.
6. To Understand People - We can learn much not just from history, but from specific people who lived
in a period of history.
7. To Understand Endurance - As we see how men and women have persevered throughout the history
of the church, we are strengthened with endurance, knowing that we, too, shall be witnesses to Christ’s
return when that great day finally arrives.

23

22

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

29

30

5:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

16

15

6:30 p.m. - Elders &
Deacons
Meeting

9

31

24

17

10

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
BEGINS
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
1:45 p.m. - Good Samaritan Svc.
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group
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TUE
7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

2

MON

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

1

SUN

1:30 p.m. - Grand Oaks
6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

26

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

19

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

12

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group
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THU

27

20

9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Elders Retreat

13

6

FRI

28

9:00 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

21

10:00 a.m. - Piecemakers
Sewing
Saturday

14
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SAT

Zechariah 9:9

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation,
Lowly and riding on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey.”

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Youth Meeting
7:30 p.m. - Women’s
Bible Study

25

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Youth Meeting
7:30 p.m. - Women’s
Bible Study

18

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Youth Meeting
7:30 p.m. - Women’s
Bible Study

11

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Youth Meeting
7:30 p.m. - Women’s
Bible Study
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WED

March 2015
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March Birthdays

March 3 - Dan Parker
March 4 - Jonathan Leslie
March 5 - Kayla Utecht
March 9 - Victor Mancia
March 25 - Susan Mueller
March 27 - Tiana Leslie
March 28 - Vicki Patten

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We’re on the Web!
www.oakridgecommunity.org

