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T H E O A KB R I D G E
Learning from the Yellowtail
From Pastor Jim

But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives
birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers.
James 1:14-16

One highlight for me of our recent vacation was the opportunity to go fishing out in the Atlantic with Jill’s brother
Meyer. We had wanted to do so for many years, and everything worked out this year so we could. My desire to do this
was two-fold: to spend time with Meyer and to benefit from his knowledge and expertise with respect to fishing the
waters of the Atlantic and the Gulf surrounding Key West.
We went out one morning to the area Meyer called his favorite fishing spot, several miles out. We were going after
yellowtail snapper, a fish that is fun to catch and good to eat, and Meyer was sure we would find plenty of them at his
favorite fishing spot.
We did find plenty of them. After we anchored our boat, we readied our lines, put the chum bag in the water, threw a
mixture of rolled oats onto the water, baited our hooks and cast them out into the water. Then we watched as, on a regular basis, schools of yellowtail would swim all around our lines, looking at the bait and then swimming right on by it!
There were times when we would throw our lines right into a school of fish as it swam near the boat.
Even though we knew the bait we were using was something yellowtails like to eat, we decided it would be good to try
something else—to no avail. We moved the boat over a ways—to no avail. We spent the entire morning in that area,
and I didn’t even get a nibble—even though I saw hundreds and hundreds
of fish in the water all around my line! They weren’t going for the bait, no
matter what!
Inside this issue:
Meyer calls the yellowtail a very smart fish. They can tell when they are
being lured and enticed with bait. Even when they are hungry, they are not
stupid. When they see signs of danger, like a part of the hook showing, they
just look at the bait and then swim on. That is what these yellowtail did all
morning.
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News from the Wyss Family
Ryan and Deb Wyss serve with TEAM (The Evangelical Alliance Mission). Ryan and Deb met while ministering in
Southeast Asia. Four years ago, they returned to the States to better address Elena’s health needs. Since returning to
Minnesota and becoming members of OCC, Ryan has served as TEAM’s Director of Appointees. The following will
give you glimpse of how God is using Ryan and Deb in preparing new missionaries for ministry overseas.
Over the first few weeks of this new year I have found myself reflecting on where the Lord has planted our family
for this season. Numerous blessings and provisions instantly come to mind, each one with the His gracious fingerprints
distinctly on them. One of those blessings is the opportunity that I have to meet, befriend and encourage new missionaries as they prepare to serve the Lord around the world. What a joy to see and be a part of the Lord raising up and
sending out wave after wave of workers to His field!

Bryan & Emily were in the middle of a year-long English teaching commitment in Korea when the Korean church they
were attending challenged them to fast and pray for Thailand. The Lord moved, their passion was ignited and not long
after they found themselves living in northern Thailand for a 2-year missionary assignment. What they were not expecting was that those two years would be two of the most difficult they had ever gone through. Language barriers,
cultural confusion, loneliness and no team supporting them left them on the brink of burnout. Amazingly, the Lord
provided a local Thai church to love, encourage and walk with them through that difficult time.

Ryan and the group of missionary trainees in North Carolina
In 2016 they returned from Thailand, joined TEAM and are now preparing to return to Thailand as long term missionaries. And their future ministry vision is to reach the local community for Christ by working hand-in-hand with the
same local Thai church that loved them so well!
What an encouragement to be reminded that the Lord is constantly at work for His kingdom, His name and His glory
around the world!
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OCC Song of the Month
Submitted by Doug Mueller

Our hymn of the month for March is Glorious T hings of T hee A re Spoken. The words are by John Newton,
who also wrote Amazing Grace, and were first published in 1779 under the name Zion, or the City of God. The
opening line of the hymn is drawn from Psalm 87:3 and the first two verses provide a vision of the City of God,
drawing from sources including Isaiah 33:20-22, Hebrews 12:22-24 and Revelation 22:1-5. The third verse reminds us of God’s trustworthiness by recounting His guidance and provision for the children of Israel in the wilderness. The end of the third verse reminds us that, like Israel in the wilderness, we too can rely on God’s provision, as we have been instructed in the Lord’s Prayer. The final verse celebrates our adoption as children of God
through His grace, and the confidence and joy that are ours, making the best things of this world pale by comparison. May these truths dwell in us richly as we sing them during March.

Glorious things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our God!
He, Whose Word cannot be broken,
Formed thee for His own abode.
On the Rock of Ages founded,
What can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation’s walls surrounded,
Thou may’st smile at all thy foes.
See, the streams of living waters,
Springing from eternal love;
Well supply thy sons and daughters,
And all fear of want remove.
Who can faint while such a river
Ever flows their thirst to assuage?
Grace, which like the Lord, the Giver,
Never fails from age to age.
Round each habitation hov’ring,
See the cloud and fire appear!
For a glory and a cov’ring
Showing that the Lord is near.
Thus they march, the pillar leading,
Light by night and shade by day;
Daily on the manna feeding
Which He gives them when they pray.

Savior, since of Zion’s city,
I thro’ grace a member am,
Let the world deride or pity,
I will glory in Thy Name.
Fading is the world’s best pleasure,
All its boasted pomp and show;
Solid joys and lasting treasures
None but Zion’s children know.
John Newton
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March Bible Reading
16

Joshua 19-21

1

Deuteronomy 5-7

17

Joshua 22-24

2

Deuteronomy 8-10

18

Judges 1-2

3

Deuteronomy 11-13

19

Judges 3-5

4

Deuteronomy 14-16

20

Judges 6-7

5

Deuteronomy 17-20

21

Judges 8-9

6

Deuteronomy 21-23

22

Judges 10-12

7

Deuteronomy 24-27

23

Judges 13-15

8

Deuteronomy 28-29

24

Judges 16-18

9

Deuteronomy 30-31

25

Judges 19-21

10 Deuteronomy 32-34

26

1 Samuel 1-3

11 Joshua 1-4

27

1 Samuel 4-8

12 Joshua 5-8

28

1 Samuel 9-12

13 Joshua 9-11

29

1 Samuel 13-14

14 Joshua 12-15

30

1 Samuel 15-17

15 Joshua 16-18

31

1 Samuel 18-20

Daily Reading Program
Historical Plan

In this plan, the order of the
Old Testament readings is very similar
to Israel’s Hebrew Bible, progressing
from Law to Prophets to Writings.
The New Testament ordering is based
upon research regarding the order in
which the books were authored.
Although this research is not
conclusive, it may offer helpful
insights to your Bible reading.

Monday

Tuesday

13

12

2:00 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

27

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Beyersdorf
Care Group

26

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

20

19

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Svc.
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

6:30 p.m. - Elders &
Deacons
Meeting

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting
7:00 p.m. - Deacons
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Beyersdorf
Care Group

Daylight Savings Time Begins

6

5

28

21

14

10:30 a.m. - Project Life
Ministry
7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

7

2 Corinthians 13:14

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.

Sunday

30
12:30 p.m. - Project Life
Ministry
6:30 p.m. - Butler Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Proclaim
Evangelism
Seminar

6:30 p.m. - Butler Care Group

23

6:30 p.m. - Butler Care Group

16

18

11

4

Saturday

6:30 a.m. - Beyersdorf
Men’s
Group

31

6:30 a.m. - Beyersdorf
Men’s
Group

24

9:30 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

25

6:30 a.m. - Beyersdorf
9:00 a.m. - Membership
Men’s Grp.
Matters
12:30 p.m. - Project Life
Class
Ministry
6:30 p.m - Membership
Matters
Class

17

6:30 a.m. - Beyersdorf
Men’s
Group

6:30 p.m. - Butler Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Visual Arts
Committee Mtg.

29

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Proclaim
Evangelism
Seminar

22

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Proclaim
Evangelism
Seminar

15

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Proclaim
Evangelism
Seminar

10

9

6:30 a.m. - Beyersdorf
Men’s
Group

6:30 p.m. - Butler Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Proclaim
Evangelism
Seminar

8

3

Friday

2

Thursday

1

Wednesday

March 2017
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March Birthdays
March 3 – Dan Parker
March 4 - Jonathan Leslie
March 9– Victor Mancia
March 25 - Susan Mueller
March 27– Tiana Leslie
March 28 - Vicki Patten

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.

Oakridge
Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

