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Contentment and Humility

T

From Pastor Jim

here is a huge difference between the ways a hungry, breast-fed newborn and a weaned toddler
perceive and respond to their mothers. That difference is most poignantly portrayed when they
are in their mothers’ arms. The infant is restless, impatient and single-mindedly rooting for his
mother’s breast, demanding to be fed. He’s not interested in having a relationship with his mother—only in what he can get from her. If he can’t get it, he is sure to make life miserable for her and anyone
else around who is able to hear!
The toddler, on the other hand, comes to sit in mommy’s lap just to be near her. He isn’t looking for anything from her except to enjoy her presence. He quietly cuddles up, sighs contentedly and at times even
falls asleep in her arms. While the toddler can’t yet verbalize it, what he is saying is, “Mommy, I don’t
need anything from you, just you. I only want to be with you and know you are with me. I want to relax
and rest in you and your love for me. There is nowhere else I would rather be.”
While the hungry infant is in effect demanding, “Satisfy me; give me what I want,” the toddler is saying,
“I am satisfied just to be here with you.”
This is the picture used by the psalmist David in Psalm 131:2 when he states, “Surely I have composed and
quieted my soul; like a weaned child rests against his mother, my soul is like a weaned child within me.”
The purposefulness and resoluteness with which David acts here is worth noting. He does not expect contentment to drop on him and overtake him in some magical fashion. Neither does he deceive himself by
telling himself that contentment is out of his reach—that it is an ideal he is unable to achieve. Rather, he
composes and quiets his own soul.
There are far too many professing Christians who simply prefer to be anxious, restless and demanding.
Often they profess to strive toward contentment and resting in the Lord, but they never get around to composing and quieting their souls. If you are among that crowd, learn from David.
How did David compose and quiet his own soul? The key is found in Psalm 131:3, where he urges the
people of God to join him in experiencing quiet contentment: “O Israel, hope in the Lord from this time
forth and forever.” Placing one’s hope in the Lord, trusting Him to be all we need and provide all we need
rather than being preoccupied with and driven by our needs and wants is what enables us to be calm, quiet
and restful in His arms.
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The word hope in this verse involves the idea of waiting. To hope
in the Lord is to wait expectantly on Him to take care of me in His
way and His time for His glory and my good. When I am waiting
in that confidence, I have no reason to be anxious, demanding or
proud.
Proud? From where does that idea come? What intrigues me most
about this psalm is that the contrast is between pride and contentment, between arrogance and calm trust. This is evident in the
opening verse of the psalm, in which David declares, “O Lord, my
heart is not proud, nor my eyes haughty; nor do I involve myself in
great matters, or in things too difficult for me.”
(Continued on page 2)

From Pastor Jim (continued from page 1)
The challenge of the moment in David’s life was thinking that he needed to have the answers to questions
that were beyond his ability to understand. He was occupying his mind with issues that were out of his
league. He was tempted to demand of God that He give him the ability to grasp ideas which no man can
grasp, rather than trusting God to handle what he could not understand and accepting what God did reveal to
him as being enough.
This practice of demanding answers from God about matters which God has not chosen to reveal is nothing
other than pride and haughtiness, according to Psalm 131:1! It is a refusal to be satisfied with the fact that
“The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever,
that we may observe all the words of this law” (Deuteronomy 29:29). It is acting like the restless infant rather
than the weaned toddler.
There is a sense in which I am pointing this out with a degree of hesitancy, knowing that there are some who
might use it as an excuse not to investigate fully the teachings of God’s Word in order to understand them as
completely as possible. To do this is as great a wrong as is the pride and arrogance of thinking I have to understand everything fully before I can rest contentedly in what the Lord has revealed. Laziness and disinterest
in the things of God is no better than haughtiness and conceit about the things of God.
So how should we approach those subjects about which God reveals some truths but does not explain them
completely in every detail—subjects like the Tri-unity of God, or the fact that He is absolutely sovereign yet
man is fully responsible for his motives, thoughts, words and actions? Or matters like why God sent certain
trials into my life and certain blessings into the lives of others—or vice versa. We should pursue them as
deeply, thoroughly and carefully as possible, but with the realization that God does not owe it to us to make
us understand anything completely. We should pursue them with the recognition that it is more important for
us to trust our Lord and rest humbly and contentedly in Him than it is for us to comprehend totally everything
He is doing.

March 3 - Dan Parker
March 4 - Jonathan Leslie
March 9 - Victor Mancia
March 25 - Susan Mueller
March 27 - Tiana Leslie
March 28 - Vicki Patten
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March Birthdays

From the Leslies–
Dear Oakridge Family,
We are so thankful for the many ways you
support our role in caring for missionary
families who send their children to Rift
Valley Academy. It’s a decision that
parents and their children do not make
lightly - and one that involves heartache
and difficulty as well as great joy. We
thought you might be interested in getting
a snapshot of the life of a typical RVA
High School boarding student.

The Life of An RVA Missionary Boarding School Student
•

My parents were called to gospel work on the continent of Africa. I don’t always understand my role in
that calling. Sometimes I call it my own, and sometimes not.

•

Most of us were involved in the decision to come to RVA and many of us didn’t come until seventh or
ninth grade. My parents attended RVA and they didn’t have a choice.

•

I spend time with my parents every three months for a month at a time except for summer break which is
six weeks long. If they are close enough we also get to spend a few days together at Midterm. As you can
imagine, we do a lot of traveling, which is expensive in Africa.

•

I live in a dorm with 10-20 other students, depending on what dorm I’m in, and have from one to three
roommates. We have dorm parents who act as surrogate parents, sometimes a single woman (for girls)
or a couple.

•
•

I have a dorm job that I do every day on the weekdays as well as keeping my room clean.

•

I send my dirty laundry twice a week to our laundry facility, and then pick up my clean laundry the next
day. So nice not to have to wash my own clothes!

•

The school day goes from 7:45 to 3:25 except for Wednesdays when we get out at 2:25 to allow sports
teams to travel.

•
•

We have chapel every day, but Tuesdays and Wednesdays aren’t required. Chai is served after chapel!

•

After I get home from dinner around 6:00 I usually try to get some down time before study hall in the
dorm from 7:00-8:30. On Tuesdays we have dorm devotions together, while on the other evenings I can
go to Studie (a student hangout place above the gym) until 10:00. Tenth grade and below don’t have
these freedoms.

•

They keep us very busy on the weekends. We have various activities on Friday and Saturday evenings
that could be movie night, class night, caring community, variety night, dorm night, drama production
or band/choir concert, and sometimes we get an open night.

•

On the first Sunday of every month we attend a local Kenyan church. Otherwise it’s RVA Sunday with
Sunday School at 10:15 and the worship service from 11:15 to 12:30. On Sunday night I attend SNL
(Sunday Night Live) which is an extended time of worship led by juniors and seniors.

•

Most of the time I love being an RVA student. It’s not perfect, but we’re a community that seeks to live
for Christ and love each other, even when it’s difficult. Nothing can replace our biological family, but
He’s also given us another family here.

I eat all three meals in our school cafeteria (we call it the “cafo”). The food is pretty good! It’s a privilege to be invited to eat in a staff member’s home with their family once in a while.

I can be involved in many kinds of activities like drama, choir, band, sports (basketball, tennis, field
hockey, soccer, volleyball, rugby) and Mock United Nations.
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March Bible Reading
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1

Leviticus 5:14––6:7

Psalm 60

2

Leviticus 6:8–7:38

Psalm 61

3

Leviticus 8-9

Psalm 62

4

Leviticus 10

Psalm 63

5

Leviticus 11-12

Psalm 64

6

Leviticus 13-14

Psalm 65

7

Leviticus 15-16

Psalm 66

8

Leviticus 17-18

Psalm 67

9

Leviticus 19-20

Psalm 68

10 Leviticus 21-22

Psalm 69

11 Leviticus 23:1–24:9

Psalm 70

12 Leviticus 24:10–25:55

Psalm 71

13 Leviticus 26

Psalm 72

14 Leviticus 27

Psalm 73

15 Catch-up day

Psalm 74

16 Catch-up day

Psalm 75

17 Numbers 1-2

Psalm 76

18 Numbers 3-4

Psalm 77

19 Numbers 5-6

Psalm 78

20 Numbers 7

Psalm 79

21 Numbers 8:1–9:14

Psalm 80

22 Numbers 9:15–10:36

Psalm 81

23 Numbers 11-12

Psalm 82

24 Numbers 13-14

Psalm 83

25 Numbers 15

Psalm 84

26 Numbers 16-17

Psalm 85

27 Numbers 18-19

Psalm 86

28 Numbers 20-21

Psalm 87

29 Numbers 22-24

Psalm 88

30 Numbers 25

Psalm 89

31 Numbers 26-27

Psalm 90

Two-Year Bible
Reading Plan
This Bible reading plan is
designed to take you
through the Old and New
Testaments in two years,
and through the Psalms
and Proverbs four times
during that period.

March Calendar
Thursday

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group

1

Friday

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting

2

Let all who seek You rejoice
and be glad in You;
And let those who love Your
salvation say continually,
“Let God be magnified.”

Psalm 70:4

Saturday

3

Sunday

4

Monday

5

Tuesday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ
Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Missions Committee Meeting
7:00 p.m. - Deacons Meeting
7:00 p.m. - Worship Team Practice

6

Thursday

8

Friday

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Bible Study
1:00 p.m. - Options for Women Ministry
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Visual Arts Committee Meeting
6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting

9

Monday

Daylight Savings Time Begins
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ
Men’s Meeting
6:30 p.m. - Elders & Deacons Meeting

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

Friday

16

Saturday

17

21

Thursday

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Bible Study
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group

22

Friday

23

25

8:00 a.m. - Men’s Book Study
9:30 a.m. - Worship Team Practice
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ
Life/Care Group

Monday

26

Tuesday

27

28

13

15

20

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

Tuesday

Thursday

Tuesday

Sunday

12

14

2:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting

19

24

10
11

Monday

18

Saturday

Saturday
Sunday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ
Life/Care Group

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
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Sunday

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Bible Study
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Men’s Book Study
6:30 a.m. - Men’s Book Study

Thursday

29

Friday

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Women’s Bible Study
1:00 p.m. - Options for Women Ministry
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group

7:00 p.m. - Good Friday Service

30

Saturday

31
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Until the Daybreak - Song of the Month
Submitted by James DeCaro

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce ungodliness and
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed
hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us to redeem us
from all lawlessness and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession who are zealous for good works.
(Titus 2:11-14)
As we sing our March song of the month, let’s remember what the people of God long to see. As a bride waits for
her bridegroom, we wait for Christ’s return, the day when there will be no more death, no more mourning, or crying, or pain. It is the day when the terror of sin is over. Though we have not seen Christ face to face, we look forward to the day when we will. And what a day! The Lord Himself will be our light, the sun of our joy will never
set.
Horatius Bonar died following a long illness, and his son recorded that the sentiment of this song was often on his
mind as he lay dying in bed. “Until the day break, and the shadows flee away” was engraved on Bonar’s tomb, and
we would all do well to live lives ready for Christ’s return.
For the vision of the Bridegroom
Waits the well-beloved Bride,
Severed only for a season
From her Well-beloved's side.
For the hour when morn ascendeth
And the shadows disappear,
For the signs of heavenly glory
She is waiting, waiting here!
Morn of morns, it comes at last,
All the gloom of ages past.
For the day of days the brightest
She is waiting, waiting here!

For the light beyond the darkness
When the reign of sin is done,
When the storm has ceased its raging
And the haven has been won;
For the joy beyond the sorrow,
Joy of the eternal year;
For the resurrection splendor
She is waiting, waiting here!
Morn of morns, it comes at last,
All the gloom of ages past.
For the day of days the brightest
She is waiting, waiting here!

For the coming of the Bridegroom
Whom, though yet unseen, we love;
For the King of saints, returning,
In His glory from above;
For the shout that shakes the prison;
For the trumpet loud and clear;
For the voice of the archangel,
She is waiting, waiting here!
Morn of morns, it comes at last,
All the gloom of ages past.
For the day of days the brightest
She is waiting, waiting here!

For the day of ended battle,
For the victor’s palm and crown,
For the day of recognition
When the King shall claim his own;
For the day when He who loved her
Shall in glory reappear;
For the day of revelation
She is waiting, waiting here!

Oakridge
Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email:
churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org
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Horatius Bonar, 1890

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

