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I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH
From Pastor Jim
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His disciples, "Who
do people say that the Son of Man is?" And they said, "Some say John the Baptist; and others,
Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets." He said to them, "But who do you say
that I am?" Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." And Jesus
said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you,
but My Father who is in heaven. I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will
build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.
Matthew 16:13-18
One of the metaphors for the church in the New Testament is that of a building. This metaphor is used both for the
church at large (Matthew 16:18) and for the local church (1 Corinthians 3:9). As we contemplate this metaphor in
Scripture, four realities quickly become prominent. Let’s consider them together briefly.
Christ is the Builder
Whether speaking of the church at large or any local church, from Matthew 16:18 alone we realize two firm, unequivocal realities about the genuine church of Christ. The first is that Jesus Christ is the Owner of the church, and the second is that Jesus Christ is the Builder of the church.
That Jesus Christ is the Builder of His church is reinforced in 1 Corinthians 3:6, where the growth of any church is
credited to God alone, whether we consider spiritual growth or numerical growth through the addition of members resulting from evangelistic discipleship. The point is that when growth takes place as a result of the faithful proclamation
and application of the gospel, the credit is Christ’s completely.
The common practice today of giving a man credit for church growth is dangerous on at least two counts. First, it is
dangerous when it is accurate, when the growth took place because of the man rather than through faithfulness to the
gospel of Jesus Christ. When a church is built around the personality and charisma of a man, the church is based on
quicksand which can easily shift, suck in and suffocate.
Second, giving a man credit for church growth when the growth was truly of the Lord is dangerous because it robs
our Lord of the glory that is due Him, and Him alone. If God will not share His glory with inanimate idols, He certainly
will not share His glory with sinful man (Isaiah 42:8).
Christ Uses His People as Workmen in Building His Church
While Christ is the Builder, it is just as true that He uses workers in building His church. As Paul tells the church in
Corinth about the growth they experienced, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth”
(1 Corinthians 3:6). Paul is quick to make sure the Lord receives all the credit and the workers do not: “So then neither
the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth” (1 Corinthians 3:7). This is no
problem for those who are Christ’s workers, for they are laboring for Christ, not for credit. Their reward is from Christ,
not from man (1 Corinthians 3:8).
As the metaphors of building and field are mixed together in 1 Corinthians 3, it is clear that not all workers Christ
uses have identical roles. Paul planted and Apollos watered the church of Corinth. However, what all Christ’s true
workers have in common is a focus on Jesus Christ and His work as presented in Scripture (1 Corinthians 3:11; 2:2;
Acts 18:24-28). Any other focus reveals a counterfeit.
(Continued on page 2)
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I Will Build My Church (continued from page 1)
Christ’s Workers Must Build Carefully According to Christ’s Instructions
Paul’s admonition to the church of Corinth in 1 Corinthians 3:10-15 is more than adequate to warn everyone involved
in the building of Christ’s church to labor carefully in keeping with Christ’s design and purpose for His church:
According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is
building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. For no man can lay a foundation other than the one
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood,
hay, straw, each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the
fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. If any man's work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a
reward. If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.
Damaging Christ’s Church Invites Personal Ruin
The metaphor of the church as a building is narrowed down in 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 to the local church as a temple
of God, since the Spirit of God dwells in the church. The implications of this are huge, of which the negative aspect is
specifically emphasized here:
Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If any man destroys the temple
of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.
This warning is not designed to keep anyone from laboring as a fellow-worker with the Lord in the building of
Christ’s church. Rather, it is designed to make us very careful about how we go about our activities and tasks in connection with the building of His church. We need to be asking and honestly evaluating: are we truly building in keeping
with Christ’s instructions, or are we destroying—in our attitude, with our words, in our commitment, in our actions.
Christ builds His church, and in His kindness He allows His people to be part of the project. He even rewards those
who work with Him faithfully!
These are important truths to be contemplated as Oakridge Community Church goes through a time of transition.
These are truths which should lead each person to ask, “Am I an active worker with Christ in building His church?
Am I a careful worker? Am I a profitable worker?”

Women’s Bible Study
The vision and mission of Oakridge Community Church – to spread a joyful passion for the absolute, eternal supremacy
of Jesus Christ in all things, to all peoples, and to glorify God by delighting in, declaring and displaying the gospel of
Jesus Christ – is the motivation for our women’s ministry. We seek to provide opportunities for women to develop their
relationships and fulfill the Titus 2 mandate of the older women teaching the younger. To facilitate this process, we have
pursued a variety of formal (Bible studies) and informal (book discussion groups, special interest activities such as
crafts) venues. As we start the new year, we are starting a new format for our Women’s Bible study. Rather than having
a couple 10-week studies in the Fall & Spring, we are planning to gather on the second Saturday morning of each
month. Our goal is to provide a more consistent opportunity for us to connect and learn together, one which fits into our
busy and varied schedules.
In our Saturday study, we are planning to look at a short passage each month, asking the same few questions each time:
• What does this tell me about God?
• What does this tell me about people?
• Do I have any questions?
• How should I respond to what God is telling me in this passage?
While simple enough for even a beginning student, this is a pattern we all can and should apply to all the Scripture we
read. These questions will be a springboard for our discussions and facilitate our learning from God’s Word and from
each other. We will utilize a broader range of leaders to facilitate these discussions as well. Women of all ages and interests are invited to join us for this time of study, fellowship and prayer.
The Bible study times are the core of our ministry, but you can expect to hear of additional activities during the course
of the year. We would like to have a special Spring gathering and perhaps a few special-interest activities such as jewelry-making or gift ideas for the Christmas holidays.
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God Is Moving—In China
The following article is from “The Voice of the Martyrs 2019 Global Prayer Guide”.
New government regulations designed to intimidate Christians and gain control of unregistered house churches have
instead galvanized leaders’ resolve not to submit their churches to communist party control. Larger congregations have
already begun to meet in multiple small groups to make it more difficult for the police to stop them from worshipping.
One leader told local authorities, “We will not stop meeting, so you can send one officer to watch this building or you
can send twenty officers to watch twenty locations.”
The government recently banned the online sale of Bibles. Nevertheless, Voice of the Martyrs has still been able to distribute Bibles throughout the country. God has continued to provide the resources and to keep the door open for believers who do not have a Bible. Additionally, thousands of copies of a minority language Bible have been downloaded
from the internet all over China. In various other ways, the Word of God is going out across the country, to believers
and unbelievers alike.
Missionaries, both local and foreign, continue to evangelize the lost and plant churches everywhere in China. Despite
living under restriction at home, unregistered house churches are now sending out missionaries to many of the world’s
most difficult and dangerous mission fields.

DESIGNATION: Restricted
OVERVIEW: Explosive growth has characterized the church for at least the past 30 years. About 100 million Christians
live in China, but only 30 million are affiliated with the government-authorized Three-Self Patriotic Movement (TSPM),
the state church controlled by the communist government. The remaining 70 million worship in unapproved house
churches. Despite continual pressure and oppression from the communist government, house church leaders refuse to
compromise the Gospel and join government-approved churches. About 60% of believers in China live in rural areas.
Few house church leaders have formal theological training or access to Bible study materials.
MAJOR RELIGIONS: Because of decades of atheistic communist belief promoted by the government, most Chinese
are non-religious, though about 20% are Buddhist and another 20% practice Chinese folk religion.
PERSECUTOR: The main persecutor is the government.
WHAT IT MEANS TO FOLLOW CHRIST IN CHINA: Ten years ago, unregistered churches in China’s ‘house
church’ movement enjoyed a measure of acceptance by the government, but today things are much different. In February 2018, a new religious regulation led to increased government restrictions on unregistered churches. Hundreds of
churches have been forced to close, pastors and church members have been arrested or detained and the online sale of
Bibles is prohibited. A campaign to remove crosses from churches also continues in one province. Church leaders are
under intense pressure to join the government-controlled church. If they refuse, the government often files false charges
against them. In general, the farther Christians are from Beijing the more freedom they have. Authorities pressure Christian parents by refusing their children an education, and even the grandchildren of Christians are often denied schooling.
It is illegal to teach religion to anyone younger than 18. There are 39 confirmed believers in prison, though more than
3,000 were arrested in 2017. Christians are often charged with participating in cults or with other spurious charges, such
as “bad business practices” or “intent to undermine the state.”
(Continued on page 6)
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March Bible Reading
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Ezekiel 12:21—13:23
Ezekiel 14
Ezekiel 15-16
Ezekiel 17-18
Ezekiel 19
Ezekiel 20
Ezekiel 21-22
Ezekiel 23-24
Ezekiel 25
Ezekiel 26-27
Ezekiel 28
Ezekiel 29-30
Ezekiel 31-32
Ezekiel 33
Ezekiel 34

Psalm 53
Psalm 54
Psalm 55
Psalm 56
Psalm 57
Psalm 58
Psalm 59
Psalm 60
Psalm 61
Psalm 62
Psalm 63
Psalm 64
Psalm 65
Psalm 66
Psalm 67

Two-Year Bible Reading Plan
This Bible reading plan is designed to take you through
the Old and New Testaments in two years, and through
the Psalms and Proverbs four times during that period.

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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Ezekiel 35:1—36:15
Ezekiel 36:16—37:28
Ezekiel 38-39
Ezekiel 40
Ezekiel 41-42
Ezekiel 43-44
Ezekiel 45-46
Ezekiel 47-48
Catch-up day
Catch-up day
Daniel 1
Daniel 2
Daniel 3
Daniel 4
Daniel 5
Daniel 6

Psalm 68
Psalm 69
Psalm 70
Psalm 71
Psalm 72
Psalm 73
Psalm 74
Psalm 75
Psalm 76
Psalm 77
Psalm 78
Psalm 79
Psalm 80
Psalm 81
Psalm 82
Psalm 83

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
11:45 a.m. - Fifth Sun. Smorgasbord (31st)
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See L/C Group (24th)
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

24/31

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

25

3:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting

20

18

26

19

6:30 p.m. - Elders & Deacons
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

17

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time 1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
Life/Care Group
in Prayer
4:00 p.m. - Visual Arts
Committee
Meeting

12

11

10

21

14

28
9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time 1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
Life/Care Group
in Prayer

27

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time 1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
Life/Care Group
in Prayer

13

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time 1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting
7:00 p.m. - Deacons Meeting

7

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

6

4

5

Thursday

1 Timothy 1:17

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God,
be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

Sunday

March 2019
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9

2

Saturday

23

16

6:30 p.m. - Emmaus
Men’s Group

29

30

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
9:30 a.m. - Worship
Men’s Group
Team
Practice

22

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s Group

15

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
10:00 a.m. - Women’s
Men’s Group
Bible
Study

8

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s Group

1

Friday

God is Moving—In China (continued from page 3)
ACCESS TO BIBLES: Those living in rural areas have little access to Bibles and usually can’t afford them even when
they’re available. Bibles can be purchased at bookstores operated by the Three-Self Patriotic Movement, the only statesanctioned church, but rarely in bulk. Voice of the Martyrs distributed Bibles in 25 of China’s 31 provinces in 2017 and
has delivered Bibles to every province over the years. Still, the average of 300,000 Bibles distributed each year makes
only a tiny dent in the massive demand.
VOICE OF THE MARTYRS WORK: VOM distributes Bibles in the least reached, most challenging areas of China.
We distribute children’s Bibles, which are illegal, as well as study Bibles for Christian leaders, which are both illegal
and expensive. We also supply literature to groups that are reaching Muslims in China.

March Birthdays
March 3 – Dan Parker
March 4 – Jonathan Leslie
March 9 – Victor Mancia
March 25 – Susan Mueller
March 28 – Vicki Patten
March 31 – Brielle Butler

Oakridge
Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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