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The Oakbridge
Excited About April Sundays!
From Pastor Jim
Sundays are always special as days
set aside for worshiping God in a special way as a gathered church body
coming together for that purpose.
However, the month of April has me
anticipating our times together of
worship and ministry even more than
usual!
One reason is because most of the month
we will be building toward Resurrection Day,
Easter Sunday, April 20. So our theme on
April 6 from Luke 22:14-20 will be the death
of Jesus Christ. We will tie this into what we
have been seeing about the New Covenant in
Jeremiah and in our Communion Sunday
messages so far this year, as is evidenced in the title of
the message: The New Covenant in My Blood.
On April 13 we will move from the death of Christ to
His burial with a message from John 19:31-42 entitled
They Laid Jesus There. The burial of Jesus is mentioned
in passing from time to time as we talk about the gospel,
but seldom do we consider its significance. So this season we are going to take some time to ponder that.
Then on Resurrection Day
we will reflect on the power
involved in Christ’s resurrection as we look into Ephesians 1:15-23 in a message
titled The Surpassing Greatness of His Power. How I
look forward to that time together in joyful celebration of
the most glorious event in human history!
The plan for the last Sunday of the month is to return to
our study of Jeremiah. We will be in Jeremiah 32, looking at the absolute trustworthiness of our God and the
nature of genuine trust in Him. I think this passage of
Scripture will both challenge and encourage you as we
investigate it that day.

It’s not only the themes of our services in April that
have me excited about the month, it’s also the additional
events most Sundays will bring. These start off right
away on April 6 with our afternoon service at Croixdale,
where Ryan Wyss will be speaking and Bill Butler will be
leading the musical worship.
April 13 will include a fellowship
luncheon for all after the service, the
luncheon being followed by Pastor
Jonathan’s report on the trip to Liberia
and the Pastors Conference that was held there. That’s
something we won’t want to miss—not only because of
the opportunity to rejoice in what the Lord did on this
trip, but also to hear about possible future opportunities in
Liberia for mission teams from Oakridge.
April 27 is the day when a representative from the
Gideons is scheduled to give a presentation about this
effective ministry at the beginning of the service. Come
that day prepared to listen, ready to encourage the representative in the ministry, and ready to give to it as the
Lord leads.
I plan to be in church every Sunday! How about you?
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Meet Ryan & Deb Wyss
Submitted by Deb Wyss

The mission committee would like to highlight the Ryan and Deb Wyss family , our newest supported missionaries, as the April Missionary of the Month.
Prior to moving back to Minnesota to address Elena’s health condition, Ryan
and Deb served in North Asia ministering to a minority people group. We
hope this article helps us get better acquainted with the Wyss family and that
we will pray for them, encourage and minister to them as a congregation
during this time.

Deb, Ryan, Elena and Isaac

In 2003, Ryan boarded a plane with the desire to proclaim God’s name
among a minority people group in North Asia—1.7 million people with 18 different languages among them. They almost exclusively practice a folk form of
Buddhism which permeates every aspect of their life. This people group loves
to dance, sing, eat raw meat, drink butter tea, and spin prayer wheels. They are
so hospitable that they will genuinely invite a complete stranger to stay with
them for a week!

In 2005, Deb boarded a plane with the same desire planted in
her heart, not knowing that her future husband was waiting on
the other side. 
For years, our focus was to love God and love people, speaking the truth of the gospel and the message of grace to those who
have not heard. We were actively involved in translation, making the good news available among a language grouping (New
Bridge Area) that has no known believers. We spent time with
people from this group daily, living as close to them as the government would allow, reaching out to students from these villages who came to the city where we lived for education, and opening our home to the sick who made the journey from the mountains to the hospitals available near us.
Spinning prayer wheels in New Bridge Area with
The people with
the purpose of accumulating merit
whom we worked
are extremely curious about faith of any sort and are generally very willing to hear about
Jesus Christ, giving us very regular opportunities to share about “the God
above all gods” who through the work of His Son has the power to erase
all of our accumulated sin, giving us access to a beautiful relationship with
the God above all gods Himself. However, they are extremely resistant to
give personal consideration to the “foreigners’ religion” (as they call it).

Dancing is a major part of the culture

They spend a lot of time trying to appease angry spirits, earning merit by
various rituals and appealing to the religious leaders to help bring favor
upon their families. Would you pray with us that this minority people
group of New Bridge Area would hear the good news, that God would
allow it to take root in their hearts and it would produce a crop a hundredfold? There are currently about 10 believers (foreign and national) actively
proclaiming the gospel in this area.
(Continued on page 3)
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Youth News

Submitted by Jeremy Misener
If it is below zero, you are sleeping on a paper-thin mattress and Ryan is
playing broomball in shorts, you must be at the Camp Lebanon winter youth
retreat. Susan Mueller and I had the opportunity to take 4 students up to camp
at the end of February for the weekend. For those of you who have never attended one of these weekends, the camp is opened up to youth groups from
around the state to bring students together. The weekend itself is packed with
activities (snow tubing, board games, group games and contests), as well as
times that we meet as an entire camp for corporate worship in music and listening to a speaker. Some weekends are
better than others, but it’s always a great
Hannah H., Cassandra O., Tiana L.
time to listen to and get to know our youth
in a different way. I’m also reminded of where we place our confidence. It is not in the
worship band; it is not in the creativity and energy of the activities and events; it is not
in the charisma of the speaker and how well he does or doesn’t “connect” with the
kids. It is in the God of the Bible who miraculously changes lives as His Spirit works
through the power of His Word. Thank you for your prayers for our safety and energy,
but please be praying for the eternal work of God in the lives of our youth.

Meet Ryan & Deb Wyss
(continued from page 2)

In 2013, through medical issues in our family, God brought us to the States for an undetermined amount of time. Ryan
is working full-time for our sending agency, The Evangelical Alliance Mission (TEAM), as “Director of Appointees.”
This involves mentoring those who are preparing to leave for the mission field and overseeing others who are also
coaching missionaries in training.
We are unsure of what God has in store for our family, but we are confident He has us here for this season of life. We
are so blessed as we get to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior with all of you at Oakridge Community Church. Would you pray with us that God would use the time we have here in the States to help expand His kingdom among the least reached of the world? Would you also ask that our daily hope would be for God to be glorified in
all of the circumstances that arise in our personal lives?

Deb, Ryan and Elena attended a
wedding while in North Asia

THE OAKBRIDGE

PAGE 4

Grand Oaks March Outing
Submitted by Dan Parker

O

n Monday, March 10, the Grand
Oaks spent a few hours at the home of Greg
and Vicki Patten in New Richmond, Wisconsin. Many of the members of OCC are
accomplished artists; Vicki Patten is one of
them. A while back Vicki invited the group
to come to their house for a demonstration
of pottery making on her potter’s wheel. Ten
of us were able to attend this demonstration.
Accompanying the Grand Oaks were a
couple oak “acorns,” Noemi Dunckel and
Maddie Misener joined us. It’s always fun
when we can interact with the younger generation of OCC and get to know each other
better.
Vicki explained the processes that she uses while making a vase or bowl. Starting with a lump of clay, she deftly molded
and shaped it into an object that was beautiful yet a very practical piece that could be used. There are many verses in the
Bible that refer to the potter and how the clay is molded and shaped by the potter. Vicki had us read these verses at various points during her demonstration. This was very effective in bringing understanding to the verses. Regardless of our
age we need to be clay that can be molded into vessels that God can use.
Thanks, Vicki, for opening your home and sharing your time, talent and insights. Thanks also for the coffee and snack.
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April Song of the Month
Submitted by James DeCaro

As we look forward to celebrating Christ’s resurrection together in April, I thought it would be helpful to remember
how important it is that Christ is risen. As it says in 1 Corinthians 15, "And if Christ has not been raised, then our
preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain… And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still
in your sins” (vv. 14, 16). How blessed we are that Christ is risen indeed, so that we can say “thanks be to God, who
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 57). Our song of the month for April expresses the great joy
of knowing the risen Christ.

Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed
How can it be, the One who died,
Has borne our sin through sacrifice
To conquer every sting of death?
Sing, sing hallelujah.
For joy awakes as dawning light
When Christ’s disciples lift their eyes.
Alive He stands, their Friend and King;
Christ, Christ He is risen.
CHORUS
Christ is risen, He is risen indeed!
Oh, sing hallelujah.
Join the chorus, sing with the redeemed;
Christ is risen, He is risen indeed.
Where doubt and darkness once had been,
They saw Him and their hearts believed.
But blessed are those who have not seen,
Yet, sing hallelujah.

OCC Vision

The vision of Oakridge Community Church
Once bound by fear now bold in faith,
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
They preached the truth and power of grace.
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
And pouring out their lives they gained
in all things, to all peoples.
Life, life everlasting.
The power that raised Him from the grave OCC Mission
Now works in us to powerfully
Thesave.
mission of Oakridge Community Church
He frees our hearts to live His is
grace;
to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
Go tell of His goodness. and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.
He’s alive, He’s alive!
Heaven’s gates are opened wide.
He’s alive, He’s alive!
Now in heaven glorified.
Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, and Ed Cash; © 2012 Gettymusic and Alletrop Music (BMI) (adm. by MusicServices.org)
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April Bible Reading

For this year’s
Bible reading
schedule, we will
read one Old
Testament and one
New Testament
passage each day.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Judges 6-7; Luke 8:1-21
Judges 8-9; Luke 8:22-56
Judges 10-11; Luke 9:1-36
Judges 12-14; Luke 9:37-62
Judges 15-17; Luke 10:1-24
Judges 18-19; Luke 10:25-42
Judges 20-21; Luke 11:1-28
Ruth 1-4; Luke 11:29-54
1 Samuel 1-3; Luke 12:1-34
1 Samuel 4-6; Luke 12:35-59
1 Samuel 7-9; Luke 13:1-21
1 Samuel 10-12; Luke 13:22-35
1 Samuel 13-14; Luke 14:1-24
1 Samuel 15-16: Luke 14:25-35
1 Samuel 17-18; Luke 15:1-10
1 Samuel 19-21; Luke 15:11-32
1 Samuel 22-24; Luke 16:1-18
1 Samuel 25-26; Luke 16:19-31
1 Samuel 27-29; Luke 17:1-19
1 Samuel 30-31; Luke 17:20-37
2 Samuel 1-3; Luke 18:1-17
2 Samuel 4-6; Luke 18:18-43
2 Samuel 7-9; Luke 19:1-28
2 Samuel 10-12; Luke 19:29-48
2 Samuel 13-14; Luke 20:1-26
2 Samuel 15-16; Luke 20:27-47
2 Samuel 17-18; Luke 21:1-19
2 Samuel 19-20; Luke 21:20-38
2 Samuel 21-22; Luke 22:1-30
2 Samuel 23-24; Luke 22:31-53

But He
answered and
said to them
“My mother
and My brothers
are these who
hear the
word of God
and do it.”

April Birthdays
April 2 – Holly Misener
April 3 – Joe Schmotter
April 6 – Addisyn Beyersdorf
April 12 – Phyllis Anderson
April 12 – Jim Odens
April 14 – Helen Goldberg
April 15 –Wendy Flynn

April 15 – Marion Stahl
April 17 – Bill Butler
April 24 – Nancy Magler
April 25 – Eric Larson
April 29 – Dave Flynn
April 29 – Jordan Magler

Luke 8:21

22
7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

21

5:00 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

20

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:00 p.m. - Elders & Wives Mtg.
3:30 p.m. - Boutwell’s Service

27

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

28

1-3:00 p.m. - Shine Out of
1-3:00 p.m. - Shine Out of
Darkness
Darkness
Exhibit
Exhibit
6:30 p.m. - Elders and
Deacons Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
9:00 a.m. - Membership Matters
10:20 a.m. - Worship
11:45 a.m. - Fellowship Lunch
12:45 p.m. - Liberia Report
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

Resurrection
Sunday

14

13

29

15

1-3:00 p.m. - Shine Out of
Darkness
Exhibit

1-3:00 p.m. - Shine Out of
Darkness
Exhibit
6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting

8

7

1-3:00 p.m. - Shine Out of
Darkness
Exhibit

1

Tuesday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
9:00 a.m. - Membership Matters
10:20 a.m. - Worship
1:45 p.m. - Croixdale Sunday
Service

Monday

6

Sunday

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

6:00 p.m. - Friday
Night
Light

25

7:00 p.m. - Good
Friday
Service

18

11

4

Friday

26

19

9:00 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

12

6:00 p.m. - Men’s Game
Feed

5

Saturday

John 12:13

“Hosanna! Blessed is He who
comes in the name of the Lord!
The King of Israel!

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

30

24
9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting
7:30 p.m. - Women’s
Bible Study

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

17

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

23

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
1-3:00 p.m. - Shine Out of
Darkness Exhib.
6:30 p.m. - Conn. in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Women’s
Bible Study

16

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
1-3:00 p.m. - Shine Out of
Darkness Exhib.
6:30 p.m. - Conn. in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting
7:30 p.m. - Wom. Bible Study

10

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

9

3

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
1-3:00 p.m. - Shine Out of
Darkness Exhib.
6:30 p.m. - Conn. in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Women’s
Bible Study

Thursday

2

Wednesday

July 2013

April 2014

THE OAKBRIDGE

PAGE 8

Upcoming Events
Men’s Game Feed
Saturday, April 5
6:00 p.m.

Fellowship Luncheon
Sunday, April 13
11:45 a.m.

Liberia Report
Sunday, April 13
12:45 p.m.

Good Friday Service
Friday, April 18
7:00 p.m.

Resurrection Sunday Service
April 20
10:20 a.m.

National Day of Prayer Breakfast
Thursday, May 1
7:15 a.m.

OCC Vision
OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.

OCC Mission

O AKRIDGE C OMMUNITY CHURCH
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We’re on the Web!
www.oakridgecommunity.org
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