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Life/Care Groups at Oakridge
From Pastor Jim
They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer.
Acts 2:42
Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their
meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord
was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.
Acts 2:46-47
Many times Christians approach passages like these which describe the life of the early New Testament church with
two responses: yearning and doubt. The yearning is a longing to experience what the young church in Jerusalem enjoyed
as described in the verses above. The doubt is a skepticism about whether such an experience is possible in the busyness
of our lives in this modern world.
The reality is that experiencing what is pictured in these verses is just as possible today as it was in the first century
a.d. The issue is not that of possibility, but rather of intentional effort. The question is, “What purposeful effort am I
willing to make to experience body life like that described in Acts 2?”
One fact is quite obvious in Acts 2: much of the body life of the Jerusalem church did not take place when the whole
church was gathered together. Some of it did, evidently when the congregation gathered in the temple courtyard, which
was able to accommodate crowds numbering in the thousands. However, eating together in various homes clearly was
done in smaller groups, for no home could hold between 3000 and 4000 diners! Body life consisted of a combination of
entire-congregation gatherings and smaller-group gatherings.
The reasoning is fairly simple: some objectives can be accomplished effectively when the entire body is assembled
as one, while other goals are more successfully achieved in smaller groups. The large gathering is a wonderful opportunity to lift our voices all together in resounding musical praise to our Lord, to partake of the Lord’s Table as one body,
to worship the Lord collectively in our giving and to listen to the teaching of His Word as one people subjecting ourselves to our Master and King. However, smaller groups are much more conducive to forming deeper relationships, discussing the truths presented in the large-gathering teaching, sharing personal challenges and victories in the application
of those truths, and holding each other accountable in living out those truths.
This is why we have Life/Care Groups at Oakridge Community Church.
These groups provide a venue in which we are able to intentionally contriInside this issue:
bute to and experience body life in greater fullness like that which the Jerusalem church enjoyed.
From Pastor Jim
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Our Life/Care Groups seek to be identified by four characteristics in their
life together. The first is that of Gospel Life—being grounded in the gospel
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Life/Care Groups at Oakridge (continued from page 1)
Thirdly, our Life/Care Groups are focused on Growth Life. The purpose of our pursuit of life together is not community for community’s sake. The church is not a club and neither are its Life/Care Groups. The goal of our community
together is growing each member to maturity in Christ—to greater and greater likeness to Christ. The purpose is to build
up one another, which builds up the Life/Care Group, which results in the building up of the church body as a whole.
The final characteristic identifying our Life/Care Groups is New Life. These groups are not designed to have all their
arrows pointed inward. Rather, each group is to view itself as a team working together for the spread of the gospel of
Jesus Christ. Each group is tasked with working as a team to reach out and engage our neighbors and others in our
spheres of influence with the message of the gospel, that they may be stirred to consider the gospel for themselves. It is
our prayer that by the Holy Spirit pressing the gospel upon hearts we will see new life in Christ come into existence to
the praise of His glorious grace.
Our Life/Care groups are not designed to be cliques—at all times they are to see themselves in connection with and
existing for the good of the larger body. Furthermore, our Life/Care Groups are geared for growth and moving to multiply. As a group reaches a size that becomes unwieldy, it will multiply itself and become two groups—an event we
would love to see take place often!
Currently we have four Life/Care Groups in Oakridge Community Church. Most of the groups have recently chosen
a new name for themselves which will be used for identification going forward.

The Emmaus Life/Care Group is led by Seth and Jaime Beyersdorf.
This group meets together at 12:30 p.m. on the first and third Sundays
of each month. The men meet together weekly on Fridays at 6:30 a.m.,
while the women meet together on a less predictable schedule.

Seth & Jaime Beyersdorf
The Conquering Through Christ Life/Care Group is led by myself and Jill.
Our meetings are on Sunday evenings at 6:30 p.m. The location
of these meetings will vary, so it will be announced in our
church bulletin each week.

Jim & Jill Odens

The Psalm 19 Life/Care Group meets
on Thursday evenings in the Fireside
Room of the Oakridge Church building.
This group is led by Bill and Sue Butler.

Bill & Sue Butler

James & Stay DeCaro

The As-Yet-Unnamed (should we call them Undecided? ☺ ) Life/Care Group
meets as an entire group on the second and fourth Sundays of the month at 4:30
p.m., which includes a group dinner. The men of the group meet together on
the first Saturday morning at 7:00 a.m. and the third Thursday evening of the
month at 7:30 p.m. The women meet together at varying times. This group is
led by James and Stacy DeCaro.
(Continued on page 6)
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First Three Months in Africa
Submitted by Jonathan Leslie

W

e are now one week away from the end of Second Term here at RVA. Here are some highlights
from our first three months serving and living in this amazing place.
What’s day-to-day life look like?
The kids have about a two-minute walk to school, which starts at 7:45 a.m.
for Tiana and Joshua and 8:00 a.m. for Sophia. Lilli begins her day in
Student Health by 7:30 a.m., which is right next to our apartment—making
it about a 30-second commute! Jonathan usually drops by his office at 8:00
a.m. and then joins a prayer meeting by 8:15 a.m.. On most days there is
chapel at 10:15 a.m. and then Chai (tea) time at 10:30 a.m. During Chai the
staff spend time praying together.
Throughout the day Jonathan is involved with various meetings with staff,
admin, and the Kenyan staff, as well as coordinating services and preparing to preach. Lilli stays busy seeing a pretty steady stream of students
come to Student Health. She’s on a rotation at night and on the weekend
with two other nurses caring for students who have to stay in Student
Health.
Lilli helping a student in
Student Health

Around noon we all come home for lunch (except on Tuesday
- hamburger day - when we let the kids eat at the “Cafo” cafeteria). School ends at 3:00 p.m. and 3:25 p.m. and then
sports practice begins. This term Joshua played basketball and
Sophia played volleyball. Tiana recently made the varsity girls
volleyball team which begins next term. Joshua will also play
volleyball and Sophia will play basketball next term.
Most evenings during the term one of us either has a meeting
or activity. On Tuesday nights Jonathan and Lilli provide
“dorm cover” - taking care of an elementary dorm to give the
Joshua and his basketball teammates
dorm parents a break. It’s a joy to spend time with these thirdfifth grade boys and girls. Weekends too are often busy with
various activities: sports tournaments, elementary field days, movies, class nights, variety nights, caring community groups, and worship on Sunday. It’s no wonder most staff and students are ready for a month-long break
between terms!
What’s been the biggest encouragement?
God has been very kind to confirm His calling of our family to RVA. We’re also grateful for the opportunities to
influence the lives of these young people. Lilli is meeting regularly with a seventh-grade girl while Jonathan has
been able to meet with students to prepare for a talk with peers or to discuss the sermon on Sunday.
Greatest challenge?
We’ve been hitting the ground running as we only had one week after we arrived before school started. We are
looking forward to the break between terms not only to rest, but also get a little more settled.
(Continued on page 4)
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First Three Months in Africa
(continued from page 3)

How are the kids?
They have all adjusted well, especially Tiana and Joshua. They are thriving in
this community. Sophia is also doing well, but often misses home and friends.
Hannah misses having us close, but is getting by alright. After several bouts of
illness, she is feeling better now. We look forward to having her visit along with
Jonathan’s mom and sister for an entire month at the end of May!
How’s the weather?
Most days are in the 70s and nights drop into the 50s. Up until recently it’s been
extremely dry. We’ve just begun to get occasional rains. We move into the rainy
season in another month and then our cool season during your summer. It’s
almost always windy here—sometimes we go outside and notice something
strange—it’s not windy!

Tiana and friends at Banquet

Do you miss us here at Oakridge?
Of course! And we’re so grateful for the ways you continue to love and serve us
from across the ocean - through your prayers, notes and financial support!
How can we pray for you?
Thank the Lord how He answered our prayers and made it
possible for us to be here by second term. Pray that we
would use this upcoming break wisely, to rest, spend unhurried time in God’s Word and prayer, draw together as a
family, and make preparations for third term. Pray for the
students here that struggle—especially for those that have
the appearance of godliness but whose hearts are far from
God.

Contact
You can write us at: Rift Valley Academy
Box 80
Kijabe, Kenya 00220
(please don’t send packages)
Our support address is: AIM
P.O. Box 3611
Peachtree City, GA 30269

You can also call us at our Stillwater phone number 651-439-3326
(keep in mind we’re currently eight hours ahead of you).
Emails: Jonathan - jleslie@rva.org
Lilli - lleslie@rva.org
Tiana - tleslie18@rva.org
Joshua - jleslie22@rva.org
Sophia - sleslie23@rva.org
We love you all and thank God for your ministry to us!
Jonathan, Lilli, Hannah, Tiana, Joshua, and Sophia
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OCC Song of the Month
Submitted by James DeCaro

I

nspired by Psalm 27, The Lord is My Salvation is a song about the power and faithfulness of our God. When we
feel shaken, God is our solid ground. When we do not see clearly, God is our light. In times of need and weakness, God’s abundance and strength are more than enough for us. Perhaps as important as realizing that no one is
like our God, that no one saves as He does, is that we are in need of God! As we sing this song this month, let us
remember both our deep need as well as the fact that God supplies every need of ours in Christ Jesus!

The Lord is My Salvation
The grace of God has reached for me
And pulled me from the raging sea;
And I am safe on this solid ground,
The Lord is my salvation.
I will not fear when darkness falls,
His strength will help me scale these walls.
I’ll see the dawn of the rising sun,
The Lord is my salvation.
Who is like the Lord our God?
Strong to save, faithful in love.
My debt is paid and the vict’ry won,
The Lord is my salvation.

My hope is hidden in the Lord,
He flow’rs each promise of His Word.
When winter fades I know spring will come,
The Lord is my salvation.
In times of waiting, times of need,
When I know loss, when I am weak,
I know His grace will renew these days.
The Lord is my salvation.
And when I reach my final day,
He will not leave me in the grave.
But I will rise,
He will call me home,
The Lord is my salvation.
Glory be to God the Father!
Glory be to God the Son!
Glory be to God the Spirit!
The Lord is our salvation!

WORDS AND MUSIC BY KEITH GETTY, KRISTYN GETTY, NATHAN NOCKELS AND JONAS MYRIN©2016 GETTY MUSIC PUBLISHING (BMI) / SWEATER WEATHER MUSIC (ASCAP) (ADMIN BY MUSICSERVICES.ORG) / CAPITOL CMG PARAGON (BMI) /
SON OF THE LION (BMI) (ADMIN AT CAPTIOLCMGPUBISHING.COM)
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April Bible Reading
1

1 Samuel 21-24

2

1 Samuel 25-27

3

1 Samuel 28-31

4

2 Samuel 1-3

5

2 Samuel 4-7

6

2 Samuel 8-12

7

2 Samuel 13-15

8

2 Samuel 16-18

9

2 Samuel 19-21

10

2 Samuel 22-24

11

1 Kings 1-2

12

16

1 Kings 12-14

17

1 Kings 15-17

18

1 Kings 18-20

19

1 Kings 21-22

20

2 Kings 1-3

21

2 Kings 4-5

22

2 Kings 6-8

23

2 Kings 9-11

24

2 Kings 12-14

25

2 Kings 15-17

26

2 Kings 18-19

1 Kings 3-5

27

2 Kings 20-22

13

1 Kings 6-7

28

2 Kings 23-25

14

1 Kings 8-9

29

Isaiah 1-4

15

1 Kings 10-11

30

Isaiah 5-8

Daily Reading Program
Historical Plan

In this plan, the order of the
Old Testament readings is very similar
to Israel’s Hebrew Bible, progressing
from Law to Prophets to Writings.
The New Testament ordering is based
upon research regarding the order in
which the books were authored.
Although this research is not
conclusive, it may offer helpful
insights to your Bible reading.

Life/Care Groups at Oakridge (continued from page 2)
Whole families are welcomed and encouraged to participate in a Life/Care Group. This is one highly-effective way
to foster inter-generational relationships and ministry, which we heartily endorse and promote.
If you are not already part of a Life/Care Group, I urge you to consider joining with one. Talk to the group leaders.
Learn how you can contribute to the goals and functioning of a group for the benefit of the body and the glory of our
God.
Notice the emphasis is on contributing rather than consuming. A consumer mentality is just as dangerous in a Life/
Care Group as it is in the church body as a whole.
A consumer mentality asks, “What’s in this for me?” rather than “How can I serve to further the common goals?”
A consumer mindset expects the leaders to do everything and do everything well, while sitting back as a spectator critically evaluating everything the leaders do. A consumer mentality is demoralizing to leaders and everyone who is actively contributing to body life.
When you become part of a Life/Care Group, do so with a contributor’s mindset, eager to be actively involved in
the group’s efforts to experience Gospel Life, Community Life, Growth Life and New Life. This will take commitment,
purposefully giving yourself, your time, your energy and your resources to the venture. It will take vulnerability for the
purpose of growing deeper relationships and effective accountability. It will also take the willingness to practice interdependence rather than independence, as well as the willingness to temper the extreme individualism so common in our
American culture. As is true in all of church life, it also will take a willingness to yield to leadership decisions as to
how the group functions.
The description of body life found in Acts 2:42, 46-47, need not be limited to the first century a.d. It is not a
pipedream nor an only-once-in-history experience. Such body life is just as possible today in the power of the Holy
Spirit as it was 2000 years ago. The question is, do you want to experience such body life enough to strive for it?

Monday

Tuesday

10:30 a.m. - Project
Life
Ministry

6:30 p.m. - Elders &
Deacons
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro L/C Group (4/23)
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through
Christ Life/Care Group

23/30

8:30 – 9:30 a.m.- Breakfast
10:20 a.m. - Worship

Resurrection Sunday

24

2:00 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

17

11

10

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Svc.
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through
Christ Life/Care Group

9

Thursday

27
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Ladies
Bible Study
12:30 p.m. - Project
Life
Ministry

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

26

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Ladies
Bible Study

20

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s
Group

28

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s
Group

21

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s
Group
7:00 p.m. - Good
Friday
Service

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Ladies
Bible Study

19

14

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s
Group

7

13

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

6

Bill & Gloria Gaither

Friday

12

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Ladies
Bible Study

5

25

18

7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting
7:00 p.m. - Deacons
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through
Christ Life/Care Group

4

3

2

16

Wednesday

God sent His Son ̶ they called Him Jesus; He came to love, heal and forgive.
He lived and died to buy my pardon; An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives.
Because He lives I can face tomorrow; Because He lives all fear is gone.
Because I know He holds the future, And life is worth the living just because He lives.

Sunday

April 2017

29

9:30 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

22

15

8

1

Saturday
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April Birthdays

April 6 - Addi Beyersdorf
April 8 - Eliora DeCaro
April 12 - Phyllis Anderson
April 12 - Jim Odens
April 14 - Helen Goldberg
April 17 - Bill Butler
April 21 - Elizabeth Smith
April 24 - Matt Plocher
April 25 - Eric Larson
April 30 - Suzy Plocher

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.

Oakridge
Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

