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The Welcome Pain of Exposure
From Pastor Jim
How precious are the ways and
works of God! How distorted and perverted are the sin-blinded perspectives
of human beings toward His ways.
I am thinking specifically of the
mercy and grace of God in exposing
our sins. This is always a painful experience for us. The more sensitive
we are about sin and the more zealous
we are in pursuing holiness for the
glory of God, the more painful our sin is when it is revealed to us.
However, pain is not always a bad thing. Pain can be
a life-saving experience. For example, the pain one feels
in his chest may prompt a person to see the doctor, who
tells him he has just avoided a life-threatening heart attack. The pain we feel when our hand gets too close to a
flame is a good warning to us to pull the hand back before it gets burned severely. The pain we feel from a broken bone is a good warning to stop using that arm and a
good incentive to go get the bone set so the healing process can begin.
The pain of having our sin exposed is always a good
pain—if it results in our confession of that sin and our
running to the Lord for forgiveness, cleansing and restoration. It is always a good pain—if the end result is that
we learn to hate sin even more, flee temptation even
more, love the Lord even more, obey the Lord even
more. In other words, the pain of having our sin exposed
is a pain that we should come to cherish as followers of
Christ.
A big obstacle to this is our pride—the pride that is
more concerned about how we look to others than how
we relate to the Lord. The pride that makes us value appearance more than reality and reputation more than holiness.
Another big obstacle to learning to cherish the pain of
exposure is our desire to hang on to our sin, because we
love it. It may be the sin of gossip or bitterness or greed

or pornography or gluttony or . . . . Whatever the sin may
be, we need to consider carefully what it may mean when
we love our sin so much that we do everything we can to
keep from being exposed so we can hang on to our sin
and keep doing it. What does it say about our souls? What
does it say about our view of the cross and our true attitude toward Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord?
Oh, the mercy of God is great when He exposes our
sin in order to lead us to confession, repentance and restoration! Let us not allow pride and love of sin to prevent us
from receiving and benefitting from His mercy.
I find there are four primary means God uses to expose our sin, means of which we need to be aware and of
which we do well to take advantage. These are means to
which we want to become more sensitive and more responsive all the time.
The first of the means God uses is His Word. There
we learn of His character, His commands, His ordinances,
His principles, His wisdom. There we have an objective
standard to guide our motives, our thoughts, our words,
our actions. There we learn the path of righteousness and
wisdom and there we are warned against the path of sin
and foolishness. When we saturate ourselves with His
(Continued on page 6)
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Youth News

Submitted by Jeremy Misener

A

couple of months ago I used an article entitled How to Raise a Pagan Kid in a Christian Home as a way to
challenge us to be praying that the lives of our youth would reflect godly behaviors that find their source in dependence
upon and submission to the life of Christ. This month I’d like to continue with some similar thoughts, but from a different angle, by using another article entitled, Let Them Come Home (John and Abraham Piper). In this article Abraham
Piper, son of John Piper, shares some thoughts from the perspective of someone who was raised in the church by godly
parents, but chose to continue in rebellion to God by walking away from God and his Christian community. I know in
speaking with some of you in the church, that you have and/or currently are living within this painful reality as you
watch your child making the same decision as Abraham. God has since saved Abraham, and as he looks back and reflects on his experience, he shares this advice:


Point them to Christ: Your rebellious child’s real problem
is not drugs or sex or cigarettes or porn or laziness or crime
or cussing or slovenliness or homosexuality or being in a
punk band. The real problem is that your child doesn’t see
Jesus clearly. The best thing you can do for rebellious
children – and the only reason to follow any of these
suggestions – is to show them Christ. It won’t be simple
or immediate, but the sins in their life that distress you
and destroy them will begin to disappear only when they
see Jesus more as He actually is.



Pray



Acknowledge that something is wrong



Don’t expect them to be Christ-like



Welcome them home



Plead with them more than you rebuke them



Connect them to other believers



Respect their friends



E-mail them



Take them to lunch



Take an interest in their pursuits



Point them to Christ

As Jim has been emphasizing from time to time in our study of God in Jeremiah, our hope for our children’s salvation
is in the predictable character of God. Predictable in that ANY time a sinner repents of his or her sin and turns in faith to
Christ he or she will ALWAYS be forgiven and adopted into the family of God. For those of you who are currently in
the midst of this painful reality, continue to look to Christ for your hope. For those of you who have a testimony similar
to John and Abraham Piper’s, find opportunities to share this testimony of God’s goodness. You never know who this
may encourage.
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May Song of the Month
As Long As You Are Glorified
By Mark Altrogge

Shall I take from Your hand Your blessings,
Yet not welcome any pain?
Shall I thank You for days of sunshine,
Yet grumble in days of rain?
Shall I love You in times of plenty,
Then leave You in days of drought?
Shall I trust when I reap a harvest,
But when winter winds blow, then doubt?
Oh, let Your will be done in me;
In Your love I will abide.
Oh, I long for nothing else as long
As You are glorified.
Are You good only when I prosper
And true only when I’m filled?
Are You King only when I’m carefree
And God only when I’m well?
You are good when I’m poor and needy;
You are true when I’m parched and dry . OCC Vision
You still reign in the deepest
valley
The
vision of Oakridge Community Church
is tonight.
spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
You’re still God in the darkest
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.

So quiet my restless heart,
Quiet my restless heart,

OCC Mission

The
mission of Oakridge Community Church
Quiet my restless heart in
You.
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

© 2008 Integrity’s Praise! Music/Sovereign Grace Praise (BMI)
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May Bible Reading

For this year’s
Bible reading
schedule, we will
read one Old
Testament and one
New Testament
passage each day.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

1 Kings 1-2; Luke 22:54-71
1 Kings 3-5; Luke 23:1-26
1 Kings 6-7; Luke 23:27-38
1 Kings 8-9; Luke 23:39-56
1 Kings 10-11; Luke 24:1-35
1 Kings 12-13; Luke 24:36-53
1 Kings 14-15; John 1:1-28
1 Kings 16-18; John 1:29-51
1 Kings 19-20; John 2
1 Kings 21-22; John 3:1-21
2 Kings 1-3; John 3:22-36
2 Kings 4-5; John 4:1-30
2 Kings 6-8; John 4:31-54
2 Kings 9-11; John 5:1-24
2 Kings 12-14; John 5:25-47
2 Kings 15-17; John 6:1-21
2 Kings 18-19; John 6:22-44
2 Kings 20-22; John 6:45-71
2 Kings 23-25; John 7:1-31
1 Chronicles 1-2; John 7:32-53
1 Chronicles 3-5; John 8:1-20
1 Chronicles 6-7; John 8:21-36
1 Chronicles 8-10; John8:37-59
1 Chronicles 11-13; John 9:1-23
1 Chronicles 14-16; John 9:24-41
1 Chronicles 17-19; John 10:1-21
1 Chronicles 20-22; John10:22-42
1 Chronicles 23-25; John 11:1-17
1 Chronicles 26-27; John 11:18-46
1 Chronicles 28-29; John11:47-57
2 Chronicles 1-3; John 12:1-19

Now there are also
many other things
that Jesus did.
Were every one of
them to be written,
I suppose that the
world itself could
not contain the
books that would
be written.
John 21:25

May Birthdays
May 3 – Doug Anderson
May 9 – Darlene Schmoeckel
May 9 – Nancy Weber
May 14 – Ryan Wyss

May 17 – Samantha Magler
May 19 – Sue Butler
May 23 – Sarah Larson
May 25 – Erika Schlicht

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

12

11

26

25

Church Office
Closed

MEMORIAL DAY

5:00 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:00 p.m. - Elders & Wives Mtg.

19

18

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
1:45 p.m. - Good Samaritan
Sunday Service

6:30 p.m. - Elders and
Deacons Meeting

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:00 p.m. - Youth Planning Mtg.
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

MOTHER’S DAY

5

4

27

20

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

28

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting

21

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

14

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting

7:00 p.m. - Worship Team
Practice

13

7

6

In the morning O LORD, You will hear my voice;
In the morning I will order my prayer to You
and eagerly watch.
Psalm 5:3

Sunday

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

29

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

22

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

15

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

8

National Day of Prayer
7:15 a.m. - Breakfast
7:00 p.m. - Evening
Service

1

Thursday

July 2013

May 2014

30

6:00 p.m. - Friday
Night Light

23

16

9

2

Friday

31

9:00 a.m. - Worship Team
Practice

24

17

8:30 a.m. - OCC Spring
Work Day

10

3

Saturday
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The Welcome Pain of Exposure
(continued from page 1)

Word, its light shines on our sins and exposes them. It reproves us and corrects us (2 Timothy 3:16). It judges the
thoughts and intentions of the heart (Hebrews 4:12) and makes us realize that there is nothing we think or do or desire
that is not known by Almighty God (Hebrews 4:13).
Hand-in-glove with the Word of God is the Spirit of God. He is the one who takes that Word and wields it as His
sword (Ephesians 6:17). He is the one who grieves when we speak rotten words or allow bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, slander and malice to well up within us (Ephesians 4:29-31). It is the Spirit of God who takes the Word of God and
presses it on our minds and our spirits, using it to reveal to us our sins of commission
and omission. He does so, not merely to make us sorrow. Rather, He does so to
cause a sorrow that leads to repentance and therefore becomes a matter for rejoicing
(2 Corinthians 7:9).
A third means used by God to expose our sin is our conscience—that inner
voice telling us to do what we believe is right and not to do what we believe is
wrong, passing judgment on what we have done or thought or said, and accusing
or excusing us for our actions, based on the standard by which we operate.
The more our conscience is guided by the Word of God and the more responsive our conscience is to the Spirit of God, the more reliable is our conscience in the process of exposing our sin. It is the recognition by our conscience that we have sinned which leads to the sorrow that leads to repentance that leads to rejoicing.

...there is nothing we
think or do or desire
that is not known by
Almighty God.

In addition to His Word, His Spirit and His provision of our conscience, the Lord also graciously uses the means of
His people to expose our sins. The prophet Nathan was sent by the Lord to expose the sins of David (2 Samuel 12:1-15),
which led to David’s genuine repentance (Psalm 51) and blessed forgiveness (Psalm 32).
The apostle Peter was used by God to expose the lie of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11). The apostle Paul was
used by God to expose the hypocrisy of Peter (Galatians 2:11-15). We are commanded (Matthew 18:15) and encouraged
(James 5:19-20) to be instruments of God in exposing the sins of one another for the loving purpose of restoring our
brother or sister in Christ (Galatians 6:1). Without question, this is an activity that needs to be done carefully (Matthew
7:1-5) and prayerfully. When that is the case, the brother or sister in Christ whom God is using should be welcomed,
listened to and highly appreciated by the person whose sin is exposed.
It’s unnatural, I know, but let’s learn to embrace the pain of exposure when we have sinned. Let’s look past the immediate embarrassment to the promise of forgiveness. Let’s let the pain point us to the
joy ofVision
restoration. Let’s see in it
OCC
the mercy of our Lord who is purifying us and leading us to purify ourselves in preparation for the day when we will see
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
Him face to face (1 John 3:2-3)!
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Vision

Mission
The vision of OCC
Oakridge
Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
is to glorify
God by delighting in, declaring
in all things, to all peoples.
O AKRIDGE C OMMUNITY CHURCH
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.
OCC Mission

The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We’re on the Web!
www.oakridgecommunity.org

