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Where in the World is Pastor Jim?
From Pastor Jim

Most of the Southeast Asia team is back home, but where is Pastor Jim? Still in Southeast Asia?
No, if you are reading this as soon as you get it, I am actually in Budapest, Hungary. However, before I
tell you why I am in Budapest, let me tell you about how I got here. Then I’ll tell you where I go from
here before I get home.
I left Southeast Asia on Monday, April 18, heading to Bucharest, Romania. That was a brutal trip, taking me from one city to another in Southeast Asia, then on to Moscow, Russia, and finally to Bucharest.
There in Bucharest I was able to visit with our missionaries the Dunckels and finally get to see my
newest granddaughter, Annika. It was a blessed time for which I am very thankful to God. I also visited
with and ministered to another missionary family in Bucharest that is affiliated with the mission agency
which I serve as president.
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On Monday, April 25, I left Bucharest to fly to Hamburg, Germany, from which I drove on into the
northwest region of Germany called Ostfriesland. This is the area from which my father’s side of the
family came, and for years I have wanted to see some of the sights and meet some of my distant relatives who still live there. So the next two days were personal sight-seeing, people-hunting and genealogical research days that I will never forget.
If you are reading this on Thursday, April 28, shortly after Robin sent it out via email, it was just a matter of hours ago that I arrived in Budapest from Germany. My purpose in Budapest is two-fold. First, I
am the guest of another missionary family serving through the agency that I direct. I am in Budapest to
look over their church-planting ministry, encourage the families involved in the ministry and see how I
can help them. Second, I hope to make contact with Stacy DeCaro’s friend Amanda Ferris, who teaches
at a Christian school not far from where I am staying. Amanda has met with our Missions Committee a
couple of times to talk about her ministry, and I would like to see it firsthand and encourage her in it if
at all possible.
From Budapest I will go on to Sofia, Bulgaria, on Monday, May 2. There I will be involved in the second annual Church Planting Learners Community event co-sponsored by the agency I direct and Bible
League Bulgaria. Perhaps you remember seeing Niki and Deni Ivanov in our church service last October. Niki Ivanov is the director of Bible League Bulgaria.
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News From The Wyss Family
Submitted by Deb Wyss

R

yan and I took the month of January to pray, think, talk and get counsel about a possible return to Southeast Asia.
For the last 3 years we've lived in a state of uncertain transition. We've engaged in life here, but we also haven't let go
of our work and life in Southeast Asia. Mentally we told ourselves to put Southeast Asia on the back burner and then
reassess Elena's situation when it was time for her to enter kindergarten.
With much heartache, but with confidence in God's will and ways, we have decided that we won’t be returning to work
among the Tibetans in Southeast Asia . The circumstance is Elena’s health. Medically, therapeutically and educationally we feel like it would be unwise and irresponsible to take Elena to Southeast Asia . But the beauty is that it is God
who has led us to this place, to this situation, to this calling. He knitted Elena together in my womb. She is fearfully
and wonderfully made, and she is a precious gift given specifically to us by God that we absolutely adore! She also
needs a lot of extra love and care and time. The same God who called us to the mountains of Tibet gave us a little girl
who most likely will never see the sun rise over the sleepy, snowy villages or visit a nomad camp or eat a bowl of
tsampa and drink yak butter tea (she’s severely allergic to both–can you believe it!).
Amazingly, even though we are planted in North America, God continues to open
Asian doors for us here. In February we celebrated Chinese New Year with 100
Chinese believers alongside our friend Winni and her family. It was so fun to watch
our kids’ delight at the traditional lion dance, their joy in running around with all of
the Chinese kids and Isaac’s pure glee in eating any and all Chinese food put in
front of him – his favorite was the duck. He has asked me several times if we can go
back to Winni’s church to eat!!
We also spent a special day with
Deb’s long-time Tibetan friends
(15 years!), which only happens about
once a year due to distance and schedules. It feels so easy to connect with them and, again, so fun to watch our
kids interact with this world that is so familiar to us but new to them. The
only slight mishap was Isaac’s hand dip into the idol’s water bowl, but it
was a learning experience for us as we navigate how to talk to our kids
about our friends’ beliefs.
As you know, Ryan also recently spent time in Southeast Asia ………….
as I write this, he hasn’t left yet, so you so you know as much as I do
about how it went.
Ryan’s job continues to be a wonderful blessing. Ryan and his team recently welcomed 8 new families or individuals
beginning the process to head overseas during a training week held near Chicago. They plan to move to Portugal, Spain
and France within the next couple of years.
Also, after a year long search, Ryan’s team is excited and
thankful to be hiring a new member for their team who will
specifically handle helping appointees raise financial support
as they prepare for their overseas move. This will be a huge
benefit both to the appointees and to Ryan and the other
mentors, but it will also require extra work on Ryan’s part to
get the process up and running. Thank God with us, and pray
for wisdom!
(Continued on page 8)
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Touring the Kingdom - Part 2
Submitted by Beth Anderson
Continuing last month's tour of the Oakridge Promise Kingdom brings
us to our bulletin board titled “Missionary Children.” We are working
on keeping in touch with the children of the missionary families supported by Oakridge. We have paired up our missionary children with
the classes that match their ages. The class signs a birthday certificate
that is emailed to the missionary family and can be printed out. This
ensures that it will be received promptly by the birthday child and not
get lost in overseas mail. When Joshua Dunckel was here last fall, a
packet of coloring and puzzle pages that our Promise Kingdom children had also received was sent back with him for their children. We
were able to include crayons, colored pencils and really thin story
books as well! We prepared another packet to go with the team that visited the Streams.
Two years ago a program that was very well received was our Secret Prayer Partners with the Grand Oaks members.
All children from birth to the sixth grade were paired up with a senior in the Grand Oaks group who agreed to pray for
that child. Because we had more children than seniors, some prayed for more than one child! The seniors were given a
“fact sheet” with the child’s birth date, school, favorites (Bible story, flavor of ice cream, etc.), activities (sports, dance,
music, etc.) and what they want to be when they grow up! This form was completed by the parents who could add specific prayer requests for their child as well. The seniors sent Christmas and birthday cards to their assigned child signed
"from your Prayer Partner.” Then in the spring, we had a “reveal” lunch following a worship service. It was a lot of fun
and ended with photos being taken of each child with their new-found Prayer Partner. Many a senior expressed how
being involved in this program made them feel both needed and included in the life of Oakridge. We are very grateful
to Dan and Carolyn Parker who worked so diligently with us on this. We hope to renew this program again next year.
In January, we had a visit from our very first “Mystery Guest”! When
the windows into the kitchen were opened, we were greeted by Eric
Larson, our very own “Science Guy”! Eric is a chemist with the 3M
company, and he used his knowledge and props to illustrate that our
scarlet sins were made white as snow by Jesus’ death on the cross. This
was our monthly theme in January. It was such a great visual that the
kids asked to see it again - so he let them! We would like to find other
“Mystery Guests” at Oakridge to visit us, so don’t be surprised to feel a
tap on your shoulder some day.
An event to which Promise Kingdom kids always look forward is the annual, year-end
Church Picnic. This year it will be held on June 26 at Oakridge. Rumor has it that at this
year’s picnic, the Tug-of-War with students and their dads versus the teachers and Pastor
Jonathan may be returning!
You are welcome to come down and visit Promise Kingdom anytime! Just remember, Promise Kingdom does not meet
during July and August so the church can come together for a focused time of prayer and so our teachers can have a
break to rest and refresh for the next year. Thanks for touring the Promise Kingdom with us!

Promise Kingdom Prayer Requests:






That the gospel of Jesus Christ will be faithfully and simply taught in every class every week
That the need for teachers next fall (especially for the class of grades 1-3) will be met by July 1
That more families would come to Oakridge to be taught Biblical truth
That we would invite more children from our neighborhoods and circle of friends to join us
That the need for someone to lead the Promise Kingdom ministry when Pastor Jonathan leaves for Kenya
will be met this summer
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The Discipleship Journal
Bible Reading Plan
This plan offers special features that will aid
you in your journey through the Bible.
By reading from four separate places in the
Scriptures every day, you should be able to
better grasp the unity of the Scriptures, as well
as enjoy the variety of different viewpoints.
Each month of this plan gives you 25 readings,
so there can be days when you catch up on the
readings you may have missed in the past week.
If you finish the month’s reading by the twentyfifth, you could use the final days of the month
to study the passages that challenged you or
intrigued you.
As the year progresses, ask God each day to
speak directly to you from the Scripture portions you read. Be expectant and let your continued exposure to God’s Word reshape your
attitudes and behavior as you gain a better
understanding of His written testimony to us.
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8

23

22

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

29

MEMORIAL DAY
Church Office
Closed

30

6:30 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Southeast Asia Team
Report
10:20 a.m. - Worship

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
11:45 a.m. - Anniversary
Luncheon
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

16
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8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Svc.
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Group

6:30 p.m. - Elders &
Deacons
Meeting

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting

8:30 p.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

MOTHER’S DAY
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Monday

1

Sunday

31

24

17

7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

10

3

Tuesday

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

26

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

19

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Visual Arts
Comm. Mtg.

12

7:15 a.m. - National Day
of Prayer
Breakfast
7:00 p.m. - National Day
of Prayer
Service

5

Thursday

27

20

13

6

Friday

28

9:30 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

21

8:30 a.m. - Spring
Work Day

14

10:00 a.m. - Elizabeth Smith
Baby Shower

7

Saturday

Song of Solomon 2:11-12

For behold, the winter is past; the rain is over and gone.
The flowers appear on the earth, the time of singing has come,
and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

25

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

18

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

11

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

4

Wednesday
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News From The Wyss Family (continued from page 2)
In March we spent a weekend in Gratiot, Wisconsin, speaking at a missions conference and enjoying life on the farm. It was a joy to share face-to-face with people
who have been personally praying and giving to the ministries we’re a part of, and
we also got to help send off a special team to Romania! Isaac continues to let me
know he wishes we were still on the farm, and Isaac and Lena both miss “the
farmer” and “the farmer’s wife.”
We love you Oakridge! We thank God for you SO, SO very often!!!!

May Birthdays
May 3 - Doug Anderson
May 9 - Darlene Schmoeckel
May 9 - Nancy Weber
May 14 - Ryan Wyss
May 17 - Samantha Magler
May 19 - Sue Butler
May 23 - Sarah Larson

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org
Website: www.oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

