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Living for Christ Rather than for Self
From Pastor Jim

For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; and He died for all, so
that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf.
2 Corinthians 5:14-15
Christ died and rose again in our behalf. This is gospel love—an unfathomable love, a purposeful love, a preoccupying
love. This is a love which completely redirects the lives of those who have received Him—Christ’s love demonstrated in
His death on our behalf compels us to stop living for ourselves and fully occupy ourselves with living for Him.
These verses have been much on my mind for the past several years, in part because I need constant reminding of this
purpose for which Christ died for me and in part because I am keenly aware of how much better I need to understand
what it means to live for my Savior and Lord rather than for myself.
The question I have been asking myself is, “How can I tell whether I am living for self or for my Lord?” I have found a
good way to try to answer that question is by asking myself other, more specific questions. Here are some of those questions I am finding helpful.
•
•

•

Am I walking in the Holy Spirit and led by the Holy Spirit, or is there no real difference between how I operate and how unbelievers operate? (Romans 8; Galatians 5)
What are the deepest, true motives driving the choices I make?
1 Corinthians 10:31 – Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
Colossians 3:17 – Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
through Him to God the Father.
 Do I search the whole counsel of God’s will revealed in His Word and then base my decisions on what
His Word declares, or do I decide what I want and then look for verses I think are useful in defending my
decision?
 Am I purposefully choosing to do whatever I am doing for the glory of my Lord, or am I doing what
needs to get done to have a better [smoother, easier, more exciting, less complicated, more entertaining,
more notable] life?
 Do I use the glory of God as an excuse to pursue the things
about which I am really passionate, or do I use my abilities and
talents as tools to make known the glory of God because that is my
Inside this issue:
true passion?
 Why do I get up in the morning? Go to bed at night? Eat and
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drink? Watch television or movies? Hang out with my friends? Do
2-3
household chores? Go to work? Spend time with my family? Read
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the books and magazines I read?
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Do my desires grow out of my delight in the Lord [His character,
His will, His purposes], or do I view Him as a genie through whom I
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hope to get my earthly desires fulfilled?
Psalm 37:4 – Delight yourself in the Lord; and He will give you
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the desires of your heart.
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Update From Carla Stiles

W

hen I moved to Thailand 23 years ago, I knew I would be
teaching English, but I never dreamed that I would be a church planter. When it came time for Tanatat and Chutima Siritaksin to do their
internship, God challenged me to be a Barnabas in their lives. Barnabas went with Paul as an encourager, and I knew I could do that—
encourage them by visiting them, listening to their dreams, cheering
them on. So on March 25, 1997, I found myself in Wiang Kaen in
Northern Thailand visiting Tanatat and Chutima. On that day a decision was made to plant the New Life Church of Wiang Kaen. I have
had the honor to be a part of this church from day 1 even though it is
located on the Thai–Lao border about 6 hours away from Chiang
Mai. I have made monthly trips there over the past 20 years and it has
a very special place in my heart.

Tanatat, Sam, Nok, Tu and Carla

First building for
New Life Church of Wiang Kaen

Tanatat and Chutima started very humbly, but Pastor
Tanatat had a dream for both the church and his family to be self-supporting. After a few years he started
repairing cell phones and selling top-up minutes. He
then added phones and accessories to his inventory.
He now owns several stores and has helped between
10 - 15 other leaders open their own stores so that
they can support their families and still work in the
churches. He also hires the young people from the
church to work in the stores so that they don’t have to
leave the area to find work. In the past two years, he
has begun visiting the Yao people in China, Vietnam,
Laos and Cambodia on a regular basis, helping them
in whatever way he can. He has recently trained a
young member of a church in Vietnam and helped
him open his store there.

The church went from a dream to a self-supporting, outreach-focused, reproducing church in these 20 years,
and on March 26, 2017, we held a 20th anniversary celebration.

Wiang Kaen Church today
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Update From Carla Stiles (continued from page 2)
What fun it was to have some of the other people who have helped
along the way gather together. It was a great reunion and celebration! We took time to look back and to celebrate God’s faithfulness
and blessings and to thank Him for sustaining us through the good
and the hard times. We also looked to the future and celebrated the
way God is using this church to reach out to Yao, Thai and Hmong
people nearby in other Thai provinces and in the surrounding countries. That was emphasized by inviting two pastors and their wives
from two of the Vietnamese churches that Tanatat has visited to
share their stories through preaching and singing that weekend.

In Chiang Mai I continue to teach Bible and English to university
students from my home. The groups keep growing as students bring
their friends. When we closed our center a year ago I thought this
ministry would probably slowly die out, but God had other plans and
I’m thankful for the continued contact with these students. At the
beginning of March I said good-bye to Heidi, who had been my
teammate for 18 years. She returned to Germany to work with refugees and a country-wide prayer ministry for single missionaries.
People at the initial meeting

to start the church
Other highlights over the past months:
 Several opportunities to facilitate workshops for single
missionaries
 Chiang Mai Baptist church celebrated 25 years of existence
 Our team has coordinated several leadership training and development seminars around the world

You can see more photos of Carla’s ministry and prayer requests on our church foyer bulletin board.

May 3 - Doug Anderson
May 9 - Darlene Schmoeckel
May 9 - Nancy Weber
May 14 - Ryan Wyss
May 16 - Josiah Hubin
May 17 - Samantha Magler
May 19 - Sue Butler
May 23 - Sarah Larson
May 26 - JoAnna Mathiowetz
May 27 - Robbie Smith

May Birthdays
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May Bible Reading
1

Isaiah 9-12

2

Isaiah 13-17

3

Isaiah 18-22

4

Isaiah 23-27

5

Isaiah 28-30

6

Isaiah 31-35

7

Isaiah 36-41

8

Isaiah 42-44

9

Isaiah 45-48

10

Isaiah 49-53

11

Isaiah 54-58

12

16

Jeremiah 7-9

17

Jeremiah 10-13

18

Jeremiah 14-17

19

Jeremiah 18-22

20

Jeremiah 23-25

21

Jeremiah 26-29

22

Jeremiah 30-31

23

Jeremiah 32-34

24

Jeremiah 35-37

25

Jeremiah 38-41

26

Jeremiah 42-45

Isaiah 59-63

27

Jeremiah 46-48

13

Isaiah 64-66

28

Jeremiah 49-50

14

Jeremiah 1-3

29

Jeremiah 51-52

15

Jeremiah 4-6

30

Ezekiel 1-4

31

Ezekiel 5-8

Daily Reading Program
Historical Plan

In this plan, the order of the
Old Testament readings is very similar
to Israel’s Hebrew Bible, progressing
from Law to Prophets to Writings.
The New Testament ordering is based
upon research regarding the order in
which the books were authored.
Although this research is not
conclusive, it may offer helpful
insights to your Bible reading.

Living for Christ Rather than for Self
(continued from page 1)

•

•
•

•

•

What is my basis for evaluating and valuing things in life?
Philippians 4:8 – Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if
anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things.
How do I use my time?
Ephesians 5:15-16 – Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of
the time, because the days are evil.
Do I view myself as God’s steward of everything allotted to me, or as an owner who can do whatever I
want with what I have?
1 Peter 4:10 – As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied
grace:
Is there anything which can lead me to be angry, disappointed or dispassionate toward the Lord?
1 Thessalonians 5:18 – in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.
Romans 12:2 – And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,
so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and
perfect.
Do I proclaim the gospel of Christ in spite of my fears, or do I let my fears silence my lips?
Mark 8:38 – For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the
Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the
holy angels.

Mother’s Day

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Grp.
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through
Christ Life/Care Group
Church Office Closed

Memorial Day

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s
Group

Proverbs 15:29

27

9:30 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

20

8:30 a.m. - Spring
Work
Day

13

6

Saturday

The Lord is far from the wicked,
But He hears the prayer of the righteous.

31

30

28

29

12:30 p.m. - Project Life
Ministry
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s
Group

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer

26

19

18

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s
Group

17

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through
Christ Life/Care Group

23

16

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Visual Arts
Committee
Meeting

25

22

6:30 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

15

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer

10:30 - Project Life
Ministry

12

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s
Group

7:30 a.m. - National Day of
Prayer Breakfast
7:00 p.m. - National Day of
Prayer Service

11

5

Friday

4

Thursday

24

21

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Svc.
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Grp.
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through
Christ Life/Care Group

14

6:30 p.m. - Elders &
Deacons
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through
Christ Life/Care Group

10

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer

3

Wednesday

9

7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting
7:00 p.m. - Deacons
Meeting

8

2

Tuesday

1

Monday

7

Sunday
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OCC Song of the Month
Submitted by James DeCaro

In April of 1966, Time magazine ran a cover that read, “Is God Dead?” It is no coincidence then that Aaron Wesley
Dicus’s song “Our God, He is Alive” was written in the same year! Though Dicus worked as a teacher (from a one-room
schoolhouse through college physics!), he also labored at preaching God’s Word. Following his “retirement,” he
preached full time, and wrote several books and about 35 songs, including our song of the month.
“Our God, He is Alive,” is a song affirming the existence and power of the God who created the world. He has spoken
and revealed Himself. He is the God of life—and yet, as God the Son, He gave His life that we might be freed from sin
and live with Him forever.

Our God, He is Alive
There is beyond the azure blue
A God concealed from human sight.
He tinted skies with heav’nly hue
And framed the worlds with His great might.
Chorus
There is a God, He is alive,
In Him we live and we survive.
From dust our God created man,
He is our God, the great I Am.
There was a long, long time ago
A God whose voice the prophets heard.
He is the God that we should know,
Who speaks from His inspired word.

Secure is life from mortal mind,
God holds the germ within His hand,
Though men may search they cannot find,
for God alone does understand.
Our God, whose Son upon a tree
A life was willing there to give
That He from sin might set man free
And evermore with Him could live.
Words and Music by A.W. Dicus.
© 1966 A.W. Dicus. Assigned 1973 Sacred Selections (Admin. by Sacred Selections R.E. Winsett LLC)
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OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

