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I Dare You to Read This Book!
From Pastor Jim

Do you use your smartphone for more than phone calls? If you do, I challenge you to read 12 Ways Your
Phone is Changing You by Tony Reinke.
I challenge you to take the book seriously, ponder it carefully and ask yourself what you should do about
what you have read.
Why? Because, as those who were bought by the blood of the Lamb and who no longer live for ourselves but
for Him who died on our behalf, we have the privilege and the responsibility to do all things to the glory of God
(1 Corinthians 10:31). How we view and use our phones, particularly our smartphones (along with our tablets,
computers, iPods, etc.) is among the “all things” we are to do to His glory!
Tony Reinke has provided a tremendous resource for helping us examine our hearts and our habits with
regard to our use of our phones. He points out the serious dangers faced by smartphone consumers. His goal is
not to make every reader abandon the smartphone (he still uses his and I still use mine on a daily basis after
reading this book). Rather, his goal is to help every reader think through how to use the smartphone wisely,
should the reader decide to keep it. Helpful guidance is given about prudently avoiding the dangers involved in
smartphone use and purposefully striving to make sure what we do with our phones contributes to making much
of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
As the title of the book indicates, Reinke addresses twelve dangers involved in using the smartphone, devoting one chapter to each. The chapter titles reflect the damaging ways we tend to be changed by smartphone use,
unless we intentionally act to prevent those natural tendencies.
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We Are Addicted to Distraction
We Ignore Our Flesh and Blood
We Crave Immediate Approval
We Lose Our Literacy
We Feed on the Produced
We Become Like What We “Like”
We Get Lonely
We Get Comfortable in Secret Vices
We Lose Meaning
We Fear Missing Out
We Become Harsh to One Another
We Lose Our Place in Time

It is evident in reading this book that Reinke did extensive research in
preparation for writing it. His observations, along with those of the numerous sources to which he refers, deserve diligent consideration. His suggestions and pointers merit deliberation and responsive action.
How will reading this book change you? Hopefully by leading you to
be consistently more intentional about glorifying God in smartphone use,
more aware of the risks involved in smartphone use and more able to
make wise decisions accordingly. However, another way I want this book
to influence all of us is by helping us see that we can and should examine
every area of our lives, not just our use of our smartphones, for the purpose of more effectively glorifying the Lord—and giving us a pattern for
how to go about doing so.
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The God of Abraham Praise - Song of the Month

A

long time ago, in a synagogue far, far away,
a rabbi called Maimonides wrote much
philosophy—and distilled the Jewish religion into 13
Principles of Faith. These include, for instance, that
God exists, that He is One, that the Torah is divinely
inspired and immutable, and that the Messiah would
come. Maimonides’ list has become the longest surviving attempt at codifying Judaism, and a poetic
version of his Principles is still widely accepted and
regularly sung. It’s called Yigdal.
In London, more than 600 years later (we’re in the
1770s now), Thomas Olivers, an English Christian
evangelist who associated with the local Jewish population, heard a famous Jewish singer perform Yigdal
during a synagogue service. Olivers borrowed and
modified that tune he heard, and he also completed a
loose translation of Maimonides’ 13 Principles of
Faith into 13 verses of a hymn—the first version of
The God of Abraham Praise. Olivers’ paraphrase of
the Principles text purposely paralleled many passages
in the Christian Bible.
After early adoption into John Wesley’s Methodist
songbook, The God of Abraham Praise spread widely,
acquired a confusing “competitor” (another similarlynamed hymn, an attempt at a better translation of
Yigdal), found itself occasionally missing Olivers’
name, and was shortened most commonly to a mere
four verses. While it’s not clear if the hymn succeeded
in drawing Jews to Christ (nor if that was Olivers’
intent), the song and words have persisted in the
hymnals of many Christian denominations in England
and America.
Today we sing a tune that has held up well (and
remains close to the original melody, with a distinctly
Jewish flavor) with words that bear little resemblance
to Yigdal but still proclaim great Christian truths. The
themes of the hymn we find in our pews include that
God and His attributes are worthy of praise, that God
is faithful and unchangeable, and that heaven will be
awesome.
In a nutshell: from rich Jewish roots comes a lovely
old Christian call to worship. Enjoy!
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The God of Abr’ham praise,
Who reigns enthroned above,
The Ancient of eternal days
And God of love.
Jehovah, great I AM,
By earth and heav’n confessed:
We bow and bless the sacred name
Forever blest.
He by Himself hath sworn;
We on His oath depend.
We shall, on eagles’ wings upborne,
To heav’n ascend.
We shall behold His face;
We shall His pow’r adore
And sing the wonders of His grace
Forevermore.
The God who reigns on high
The great archangels sing,
And “Holy, holy, holy,” cry,
“Almighty King!”
Who was and is the same
And evermore shall be:
Eternal Father, great I AM,
We worship Thee.
The whole triumphant host
Give thanks to God on high;
“Hail, Father, Son and Holy Ghost!”
They ever cry.
Hail, Abr’ham’s God and mine!
With heav’n our songs we raise:
All might and majesty are Thine
And endless praise.

A Note From Carla Stiles

O

n March 1, I turned on some music and the
song that was playing was “Never once have I
ever walked alone – never once did You leave me on my
own” and tears came to my eyes. How I needed that song
at that moment because this was the day I was leaving
Thailand, a place I had called home for 24 years, and returning to the US, another country that I also call home.
As I listened, I pondered the past 2 months of preparing
for this move – sorting, selling, giving away, packing,
saying good-bye, checking things off my bucket list, visiting people and favorite hangouts, eating favorite food.
Feeling the physical exhaustion of moving out of a house,
A Thai cooking class
the emotional exhaustion of saying good-bye over and over
and savoring all the memories, the mental exhaustion of making so many decisions and yet, I could honestly say – “Never once did I ever walk alone – God, You
were faithful!! “ He provided help from friends just when it was needed (even someone bringing me my
favorite donut on the last morning), someone to buy my car without me even advertising (what an incredible story), precious times with my Thai students, safety as I took one last trip to Wiang Kaen and then a
road trip with 6 of my students. He was there to provide strength to finish well.

Students’ farewell party

Welcome home after 35 hours of travel!

And He has continued to be faithful to walk with me every step of
the re-entry process. I was welcomed back with a freshly painted
house by friends who had spent
days cleaning and painting, and a
well-stocked pantry. I am slowly
adjusting to life in the US as I
continue to face decisions daily –
what car insurance to get, where to
find eggs in the store (oh – they
refrigerate them here), what language to use, what do I really need
in my house and the list goes on.
The biggest question to answer is
what is the next step? I am still
with Pioneers (I am not retiring)
and after another month of transition time, we’ll begin to answer
the question “What next?” I don’t
know the answer to that now but I
do know that whatever it is, I will
not be on my own – God will be
there with me every step of the
way.
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May Bible Reading
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1

Joshua 2

Psalm 121

2

Joshua 3:1—5:12

Psalm 122

3

Joshua 5:13—7:26

Psalm 123

4

Joshua 8

Psalm 124

5

Joshua 9-10

Psalm 125

6

Joshua 11-12

Psalm 126

7

Joshua 13

Psalm 127

8

Joshua 14-15

Psalm 128

9

Joshua 16-17

Psalm 129

10 Joshua 18-19

Psalm 130

11 Joshua 20-21

Psalm 131

12 Joshua 22-23

Psalm 132

13 Joshua 24

Psalm 133

14 Catch-up day

Psalm 134

15 Catch-up day

Psalm 135

16 Judges 1:1—2:5

Psalm 136

17 Judges 2:6—3:6

Psalm 137

18 Judges 3:7—5:31

Psalm 138

19 Judges 6-7

Psalm 139

20 Judges 8

Psalm 140

21 Judges 9:1—10:5

Psalm 141

22 Judges 10:6—12:15

Psalm 142

23 Judges 13-14

Psalm 143

24 Judges 15-16

Psalm 144

25 Judges 17-18

Psalm 145

26 Judges 19

Psalm 146

27 Judges 20-21

Psalm 147

28 Catch-up day

Psalm 148

29 Catch-up day

Psalm 149

30 Ruth 1

Psalm 150

31 Ruth 2

Proverbs 1:1-7

Two-Year Bible
Reading Plan
This Bible reading plan is
designed to take you
through the Old and New
Testaments in two years,
and through the Psalms
and Proverbs four times
during that period.

May Calendar

Sunday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Service
12:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC Life/Care Group

Monday

6:30 p.m. - Elders & Deacons Meeting

13

14

Hear my prayer, O Lord,
Give ear to my supplications!
Answer me in Your faithfulness,
in Your righteousness!
Psalm 143:1

Tuesday

15

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

16

Thursday

17

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Men’s Book Study

Friday

6:30 a.m. - Men’s Book Study

Saturday

8:00 a.m. - Men’s Book Study

18
19

Tuesday

1

Wednesday

2

Thursday

3

Friday

Sunday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
4:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC Life/Care Group

7:15 a.m. - National Day of Prayer Breakfast
7:00 p.m. - National Day of Prayer Service

Monday

3:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting

Tuesday

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Bible Study
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20

21

22

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

Saturday

23

5

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ
Life/Care Group

Thursday

Monday

6:30 p.m. - Missions Committee Meeting
7:00 p.m. - Deacons Meeting

Saturday

Tuesday

7:00 p.m. - Worship Team Practice

Sunday

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer

Monday

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Visual Arts Committee Meeting

Tuesday

Sunday

6

7

8

Wednesday

9

Thursday

10

Friday

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting

11

Saturday

12

8:30 a.m. - Spring Work Day

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group

24

Friday

25

9:30 a.m. - Worship Team Practice

26
27

28

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service

Memorial Day
Church Office Closed

29

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

30

Thursday

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group

31
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May Birthdays
May 3 - Doug Anderson
May 9 - Darlene Schmoeckel
May 9 - Nancy Weber
May 14 - Ryan Wyss
May 16 - Josiah Hubin

May 19 - Sue Butler
May 23 - Sarah Larson
May 27 - Robert Smith

Oakridge
Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org
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OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

