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THE GATES OF HADES WILL NOT OVERPOWER
From Pastor Jim
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His disciples, "Who
do people say that the Son of Man is?" And they said, "Some say John the Baptist; and others,
Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets." He said to them, "But who do you say
that I am?" Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." And Jesus
said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to
you, but My Father who is in heaven. I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock
I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.
Matthew 16:13-18

Jesus has made it clear that the church is His, that He will build it and that He Himself in His person and His
accomplished mission is the key to the fulfillment of all God has designed for the church. This being the case,
it is not really a surprise to hear Jesus add to this the statement that the gates of Hades will not overpower His
church.
Yet the questions must be asked: “What does that mean? What are the gates of Hades? How would those gates
overpower the church if they could? What prevents those gates from overpowering the church of Christ? How
should this affect us as a church of Jesus Christ today, almost 2000 years after Jesus made this declaration?”
A Biblical study of the New Testament word Hades with its Old Testament counterpart Sheol quickly leads to
the realization that Hades and death are inseparable companions. Perhaps the best picture we can have is that of
death as the reaper and Hades as the bin. Hades is the realm of the dead. This includes the concept of the grave
when the body is being considered. However, Hades refers to more than the grave and the abode of the physical body of a person who has died. For example, the rich man about whom Jesus spoke in Luke 16:22-23 is
described as conscious and communicative in Hades while at the same time his body is in an earthly grave.
The rich man of whom Jesus spoke was in torment while in Hades. However, we must be careful not to equate
Hades with the place of torment. While His crucified body was in the grave, Jesus’ soul was in Hades (Acts
2:25-31). At the same time, Jesus was in Paradise, according to His own words (Luke 23:43). So Hades is the
realm of the dead, whether the souls of those dead are experiencing torment or bliss.
Another way we can picture the relationship between death and Hades is to see death as the reaper who puts all
he reaps into an enclosure which cannot be breached. Once inside that enclosure, no one and nothing can successfully escape. The only way in or out is through its gates, and those gates only admit inhabitants. The gates
open inward so death can toss people in, but they never open outward so anyone can leave.
(Continued on page 2)
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The Gates of Hades Will Not Overpower
(continued from page 1)
Except Jesus shattered that never! In rising from the dead He walked out of those gates, never to enter them again,
and as He strode out He took the keys of death and Hades with Him (Revelation 1:18)! Death and Hades are conquered foes. Yes, they are still active, but that is only temporary until they are completely abolished (1 Corinthians
15:26) by being thrown into the lake of everlasting fire (Revelation 20:14).
So why does Jesus say that the gates of Hades will not overpower His church? Because in walking out of those
gates, never to be held by them again, Jesus became the firstfruits of resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:21-23). All
who are His when they die, His church, are destined to experience resurrection to life just as He did. The dead in
Christ will be raised incorruptible—that is an absolute certainty (1 Corinthians 15:52). They too will march out of
the gates of Hades, never to be tossed inside again. The gates of Hades will be powerless to hold them in. Jesus
will open those gates whenever He pleases, and neither death nor the devil nor Hades will be able to do anything
about it except watch.
So how should this affect us who are part of Christ’s church by grace? It gives us perspective as we face the challenges of life in this fallen world. Sin and death and Hades are defeated enemies. Our struggle against them by the
power of the Spirit and the guidance of God’s Word is ultimately a winning struggle.
Even as we experience life-threatening or life-quenching diseases by which we will be tossed into the realm of
death, we need not fear. In fact, to die is gain (Philippians 1:21-23). Death may take us to the realm of the dead, but
for us who are Christ’s that simply means immediately being in the presence of our Lord. Furthermore, our separation from our bodies will be merely temporary, leading us to anticipate the resurrection with even greater fervor
(1 Corinthians 15:50-57).
The realization that we will not be permanent residents of Hades, but rather participants forever in resurrection life,
should also encourage and energize us in our work for the Lord while in this life—whatever work He has given us
to do (1 Corinthians 15:58). Our service done for Him in His name, with its rewards, will have everlasting value
and results.
Life’s circumstances change. There are stages and phases of life transitioning us from one phase to the next. Some
are necessary and almost forced upon us. Others are optional and chosen by us. However, none should be allowed
to distract us from Jesus Christ, His accomplishments for our benefit, and our privilege and responsibility to magnify His name in all we do. In fact, if anything, the experience of change in this life should be viewed as opportunity to focus even more fully on what is eternally valuable and important.
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From the Wyss Family
Connectedness Gathering
The last week of February saw Ryan
attend an all-TEAM staff gathering in
southern Indiana. The main purpose of
the event was to get to know one another
and enhance our “connectedness” as a
group. As a distributed workforce located in many locations around the US and
Canada, it is very rare to be in the same
physical location together at one time.
A key felt need for the 100-member staff
was met as they spent time together over
parts of 4 days.
During the week Ryan was asked to share a devotional on spiritual health and vitality - a very important topic for sure!
After praying and pondering about what to focus on, he ended up sharing from Luke 10:38-42, which highlights a situation where both Martha and Mary interacted with Jesus, but in different ways. The heart of the message was “What we
do for God is not as important as our relational connection with Him.” It is a well known story and truth but it was very
meaningful for Ryan as he prepared.
100% Focus - Personnel Group
February and March were mainly focused on
finishing up and handing off key initiatives related to Ryan’s interim Mobilization leadership
role. Much time and effort was given to updating job descriptions, scheduling performance
evaluations and guiding the goal-setting process
for the Mobilizers who currently work for
TEAM. With that key transition behind him,
Ryan is now 100% focused on coming up to
speed on his responsibilities related to his new
Personnel Group role. One of the first tasks that
Some of the Personnel Group that Ryan recently joined he will be involved with is selecting and migratphoto booth shot, not normal attire!
ing data to a new Human Resource Management System. TEAM currently needs to track
information for about 1,200 people, which includes staff, missionaries, retirees and volunteers. The process will be slow,
stretching through the summer months, but the hope is that the end result will be a much-welcomed benefit to all.
Special Needs Networking & Oakridge Community Church
In January, Oakridge Community Church hosted 5 families of children living with Coffin-Siris Syndrome. It was such a
special day, and the church was such an ideal location. Elena made such sweet connections, and Isaac had a ton of fun,
too. The kids all played SO nicely together the WHOLE time, which allowed us parents to talk so easily. Two of the
families have not even shared their child’s diagnosis with their families yet, as they’ve been processing and have felt
grief. One of the families was from China, which was of course a unique connection for us. They live in Fridley, with no
other family in the country. Stillwater is the farthest they have traveled from Fridley because of their baby daughter’s
complex medical needs. It was a big day for them. Thank you for your love and service to these precious families. Deb
has been spearheading the startup of a special needs support group for families with young children in the Stillwater
area. As of recently, KidsConnect is officially up and running with regular programming! Interest in this group has been
encouraging as more and more families hear about the group and have begun attending events. We even saw flyers for it
go out to all of the special education families enrolled in the public school district last week! Please pray for us as we
lead this group, that many families would be encouraged and supported in their journey with disability. And THANK
YOU to those of you who have been involved and to those who will be involved! Oakridge has a very special and
unique gift of service! (For more info on how to volunteer, just ask us!)
(Continued on page 6)
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May Bible Reading
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah 1
Zephaniah 2-3
Haggai
Catch-up day
Zechariah 1-2
Zechariah 3-6
Zechariah 7-8
Zechariah 9-11
Zechariah 12-14
Malachi 1:1—3:5
Malachi 3:6—4:6
Catch-up day
Catch-up day

Psalm 114
Psalm 115
Psalm 116
Psalm 117
Psalm 118
Psalm 119
Psalm 120
Psalm 121
Psalm 122
Psalm 123
Psalm 124
Psalm 125
Psalm 126
Psalm 127
Psalm 128

Two-Year Bible Reading Plan
This Bible reading plan is designed to take you through
the Old and New Testaments in two years, and through
the Psalms and Proverbs four times during that period.

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Page 4

Matthew 1-2
Matthew 3:1—4:11
Matthew 4:12—6:18
Matthew 6:19—7:29
Matthew 8-9
Matthew 10
Matthew 11-12
Matthew 13:1-52
Matthew 13:53—15:39
Matthew 16-17
Matthew 18
Matthew 19-20
Matthew 21-22
Matthew 23-24
Matthew 25
Matthew 26

Psalm 129
Psalm 130
Psalm 131
Psalm 132
Psalm 133
Psalm 134
Psalm 135
Psalm 136
Psalm 137
Psalm 138
Psalm 139
Psalm 140
Psalm 141
Psalm 142
Psalm 143
Psalm 144

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

26
Church Office Closed

Memorial Day

28

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

29

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

3:00 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

27

23

22

21

20

19

11

4

Saturday

18

25

31

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
9:30 a.m. - Worship
Men’s Group
Team
Practice

24

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
10:00 a.m. - Women’s
Men’s Group
Bible
Study

17

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
8:30 a.m. - OCC
Men’s Group
Clean-Up
Day

10

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Life/Care Group
Men’s Group
4:30–7:00 p.m. - Ladies
Accessories
Swap

30

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

16

6:30 p.m. - Elders & Deacons
Meeting

15

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group
4:00 p.m. - Visual Arts
Committee
Meeting

9

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

14

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

8

13

7:00 p.m. - Deacons Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

6:30p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting
7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

7

3

Friday

7:15 a.m. - Nat’l Day of
Prayer Breakfast 6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s Group
1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Nat’l Day of
Prayer Service

2

Thursday

12

6

5

1 Peter 3:12

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

1

Wednesday

May 2019

“For the eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous,
and His ears attend to their prayer,
But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”
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From the Wyss Family- (continued from page 3)
Family Update
Isaac’s zest for life continues to amuse us as well as keep us on our toes. His
creativity is relentless in both inventing useful objects as well as destroying
useful objects. Lucky for us all, he sleeps well during the night before waking
up before 6:00 a.m., raring to do it all again.
When I asked Elena to create a bucket list for summer break, the only thing on
her list is “go to summer school.” She loves school that much! We’re excited
that she’s meeting some other kids her age with special needs through our new
program, KidsConnect, and we hope it will be a special outlet for her.

Praise for:

• Completion of Mobilization responsibilities and a smooth transi-

tion to the Personnel Group

• An encouraging Connectedness Gathering and the blessing of His

Word in our lives
• The special needs support group and programming for kids is officially
up and running
Pray for:

Ryan, Elena, Deb and Isaac

• Ongoing ramp-up for Ryan into new Personnel responsibilities
• Wisdom in selection and transitioning to a new HR data system
• Pray for Elena to make one sweet friendship

Grateful for your ongoing partnership,
Ryan, Deb, Elena & Isaac

Upcoming Events—Look for details in our OCC Sunday bulletins
May 2 – National Day of Prayer Breakfast at The Grand Ballroom—7:15-8:45 a.m.
May 2 – National Day of Prayer Service at River Valley Christian Church, Lake Elmo—7:00 p.m.
May 18 – Women’s Bible Study–John 15:1-17 “I Am the Vine”—10:00 a.m.
May 30 – Ladies’ Accessories Swap in the OCC Fellowship Hall—4:30-7:00 p.m.

Oakridge
Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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