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Honoring Families and Living Out Our Oneness
From Pastor Jim
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Among the twelve core values
we have adopted as a body of
Christ seeking to be faithful to the
Lord and His Word are number 8:
“Parental responsibility for training of children,” and number 9:
“Living out our oneness in Christ
in practical ways.” As is true with all
our core values, these two have definite connections that bear careful consideration.
The truth that parents bear primary responsibility for training their children acknowledges
the Biblical stewardship God has placed upon
parents. This is a responsibility parents cannot
hand off to the government, the school system
or the church. God has given this stewardship
specifically and primarily to parents, and parents are accountable to Him for how this stewardship is exercised.
At the same time, the church body recognizing its oneness in Christ and desiring to live
out that oneness in practical ways does not
leave parents and families isolated and feeling
like they are on their own. Rather, church
leaders seek to help equip parents for their
role. Church ministry and activities are designed to accommodate and promote family
life. The whole church body looks for opportunities to encourage and help families.
Part of what that could look like is that
adults share kind words with Promise Kingdom children instead of talking only with
peers before and after services. Singles, childless couples or empty-nesters volunteer to
babysit for a young family. When a single parent with multiple children has a “disruptive”
child during the worship service, someone
gently offers to take care of the remaining
children so the parent can take the “disruptive”
child out to deal with that situation. Experienced, godly grandparents share the Biblical
principles and handy hints they have learned

with prospective or young parents—in
helpful ways rather than making them
feel like morons.
Over the years your leaders have given much thought and involved ourselves in much discussion about how to
most effectively live out in our church
body the connection between these two
core values. How can we better structure our
church ministry and activities to accommodate
and promote family life? How can we better
honor, equip and help husbands/fathers and
wives/mothers in their roles and responsibilities? How can we better communicate our
oneness as a body of Christ rather than go with
the cultural current promoting special interests
and divisions driven by circumstances, ages,
etc.?
In our efforts to improve in these areas, we
have been helped and encouraged by the
thinking and the experience of others who
have been wrestling with the same or similar
issues. What follows is a document outlining
one of the distinctives of Grace Fellowship
Church in Toronto, Canada. It gives us much
food for thought, and for this reason we want
to share it with you as they wrote it.
A great misconception in local churches today is the result of a consumer-mentality that
suggests “the church” ought to offer
“something for everybody.” Kids should have
their groups, singles theirs, and once you are
big enough, you can even specialize with
groups like “Single Parents Who Like Mountain Climbing.”
At Grace Fellowship Church we work
against this way of thinking because we do not
believe it represents the Lord's teaching on the
church.
The old slogan, “the church is the people,
not the building” is quite true. And it is a
(Continued on page 2)
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Honoring Families and Living
Out Our Oneness (continued from page 1)
group of people of massively diverse ethnic,
economic, and educational backgrounds. The
Lord likens this diversity to a human body a toe is distinct in many ways from an eye, yet
both are essential to the proper functioning of
the human body. In the same way, the varied
people that Jesus makes a member His Body
all serve different purposes and varied
roles. A local church expresses the great reality of the universal church that “though we are
many, we are yet one.”
We are not against age-appropriate or experience-appropriate ministry. The seven-yearold girl does not learn in the same way or at
the same rate as the typical 37-year-old mother of 4. What we are avoiding, however, is the
shift toward defining all ministry as taking
place within these kind of isolated groups at
the expense of the corporate ministry of the
whole church.
Our belief is that the 7-year-old girl needs to
know and be known by the 37-year-old mother
and the 92-year-old bachelor. Over-division
of the church hampers this kind of relationship, even worse, it exponentially increases the
potential church members will begin thinking
in very selfish ways.
Although it is true that the 42-year-old, divorced single mom is able to relate quite easily
with other church-goers in similar situations,

this is not what defines her as a person.
If she is born-again, she is a new creature in
Jesus, set apart to do “the good works which
He prepared beforehand” for her to do. She
has joined a new family (the church) and has
responsibilities to all its members. As a believer, she is to die to herself, serve others
first, do unto other people what she wishes
they would do to her, remain morally pure and
upright, and grow in the grace and knowledge
of Jesus Christ.
If all she is concerned about is meeting other
people with similar experiences, she has fallen
down the slippery slope of self-interest, and
what is more antagonistic to a cross-carrying,
self-denying, Christ-exalting, Spiritempowered, God-exalting life of worship than
this?
There is a dire need for every Christian to
look at all his brothers and sisters in Christ
and ask Himself, “What can I do? How can I
serve? How can I decrease and Jesus increase
in my life?” This is not “super-saint” Christianity - it is normal Christianity.
By aiming to keep many of our church meetings as “inclusive” as we can, we hope to see
the Spirit of God create a local body that better reflects this cohesive and integrated picture
given to us in the New Testament.

Children Desiring God Conference
Submitted by Lilli Leslie

THE OAKBRIDGE

On May 2-4, some of us had the great privilege of attending the Children Desiring God conference at Grace
Church, Eden Prairie. Our group included Ann Runk,
Beth Anderson, Susan Mueller, and Jonathan and Lilli
Leslie. The Lord blessed our time by feeding our souls,
teaching us His ways and encouraging our hearts. It was
a few days packed with glorious, God-honoring worship
in song and in preaching/teaching. The keynote speakers
were John Piper, Bruce Ware, Jason Meyer and David
Michael. They all spoke on the Holiness of God. We
tasted the holiness of God in a fresh way and desire to be
increasingly gripped by the splendor of God's holiness.
We also want our kids to be immersed in the holy atmosphere of our holy God! May God equip each one of us to
teach our children to set their hope fully on the grace of
God for our joy and His glory!!
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The Ministry of
Joshua and Kara Dunckel
in Romania
Joshua and Kara are busy making preparations for their home assignment beginning in
June. For the past two years they, and their
daughters Noemi and Isobel, have been living
and ministering in Romania. As you will see,
their report was written about three weeks
ago.
We are wrapping up the school year at BCA
(Bucharest Christian Academy) with just two
weeks to go after this week. Joshua has been
meeting with some colleagues to plan a seminar on ministering to Muslims after we leave
in June. We are planning to hold a seminar
about tent-making ministry opportunities next
spring when we are back in Romania. We can
continue researching opportunities for this
while we are in the U.S. Joshua also still attends a missions prayer group in Bucharest
and is encouraged to see what God is doing
through the young people there. We are looking forward to using our furlough as a time to
listen to God and clarify our direction for our
next term in Romania.

We are looking forward to being at Oakridge
in less than a month! We'll have a short time
in Stillwater before we head to Michigan.
We're coming up to pick up a vehicle from the
Hoods (God provided!) and for me to visit the
doctor, since we are planning to deliver at
Lakeview Hospital (Joshua and Kara are expecting a baby boy in September).
Praise the Lord that this pregnancy continues
to go smoothly. We are praying for a healthy
delivery and healthy baby.
We may need to fly to Colorado for meetings
at our agency headquarters, which isn't in our
budget, but we’re not sure about that yet.
Please pray for safe travels, smooth transitions
for the girls as their lives will be turned upside
down a few times in the next few months, opportunities to encourage our churches, and
spiritual refreshment and direction on our furlough.
Grace & Peace,
Joshua and Kara Dunckel
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Grand Oaks Go To Prison!
Submitted by Jill Odens
David Flynn was a gracious host to our
Grand Oaks group as we went to visit him at
his greenhouses at the prison. We started out
in a building which dates back to the original
prison in 1914 and is on the National Register
of Historic Places in Minnesota. It now houses
David's office for the greenhouse operation, as
well as tools and materials. With a current
staff of 7, David oversees the production of
plants for the Governor's Mansion as well as
several other
government
buildings and
prison campuses. Most
of the plants
are for exterior planting,
but some
were for inside as well.
The tour of the 3 greenhouses he has in operation was a delightful burst of spring! Some of
the plants had been freshly cut back in preparation for their transplanting, but there were still
many with beautiful blossoms for us to enjoy. All looked so vigorous and healthy--ready
and waiting for an opportunity to shoot up
when they are in their new pots and
plots. Starting next week there will be a succession of semi-trucks coming in to collect
thousands of plants to be transplanted to their
new homes.

THE OAKBRIDGE

We had an opportunity to sit and snack in
comfort while David explained the background
processes that support the production of so
many plants--the soil mix, greenhouse and
temperature control, how long it takes to raise
plants from seeds. Some of the ornamental
plants were started 18 months ago but now
they are ready to be mixed with the beautiful
annuals into a glorious demonstration of the
creativity of our great God! And there was a
section of unique and lovely indoor plants as
well. Some were familiar to us, but others
with names such as devil's backbone and
crown of thorns were quite unusual.

PAGE 5

VOLUME 6, ISSUE 9

Graduating Senior – Kayla Utecht
Submitted by Jeremy Misener

One of the reasons I am grateful for the
merger of Oakridge Community Church
and Sovereign Grace is that it allowed me
the chance to meet Kayla. Kayla is our
lone graduate from our youth group this
year. Her faithful attendance and participation has been very important to the dynamic of a group that was going through a lot
of transition. She will be the first to admit
that it has not always been easy, but that
makes my thankfulness for her commitment and ministry to those around her all
the more full.
Anyone who knows Kayla will quickly
realize that she can be quiet and prefers to stay out of the center of attention. You will also
begin to realize that although she may be quiet, there is a lot going on inside of her head. If
you wait and listen long enough you will also realize that she has some pretty strong opinions
about certain subjects. One of the subjects that is sure to come up is the subject of animals.
Kayla loves animals; always has. One of her favorite memories from growing up was a family trip out to Yellowstone National Park. Being able to observe and learn about so many different animals has left a lasting memory. She has owned and cared for many different types
of animals growing up. Many of the usual suspects: cats… more cats… hamsters… a rabbit… more cats… a bird… and more cats. But one that isn’t so usual. A couple of years ago
she was blessed to be able to own and care for “Look It,” her horse. She spends much of her
spare time with her.
Kayla has been homeschooled and is currently working part time at the Culver’s Restaurant
in town. She has recently been promoted to “Crew Chief,” which has allowed her the
“privilege” to open and close the store. She is planning to spend the next year working full
time at Culver’s while taking a break from school. Like many her age she is excited about
this new transition in her life, but also a bit nervous because of all of the unknowns before
her. Because of these fears of the unknown a verse that has become very meaningful to her
during this time is Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD,
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” Trusting that God loves
her and has a plan for her life, even though it may seem unclear to her, is very comforting.
I have strongly encouraged… challenged… pleaded… with Kayla to pursue community
within the body of Christ as she moves onto this new transition in life. To take some chances
to get involved in the lives of older women and learn from them. To get involved in ministries within the church. To allow people to speak into her life, and allow God to put her into
positions where she can minister to others. This can be hard for someone who doesn’t like to
be in the spotlight. Therefore I will close this short letter by strongly encouraging… challenging… pleading… with all of you to continue to keep your eyes open for Kayla. To lift her up
in prayer. To look for opportunities to minister to her and speak into her life. If nothing else,
stop by Culver’s on a hot day this summer. Someone once told me they have some excellent
ice cream… I mean, fresh Frozen Custard.
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June Bible Reading
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Ezekiel 9-12
Ezekiel 13-15
Ezekiel 16-17
Ezekiel 18-20
Ezekiel 21-22
Ezekiel 23-24
Ezekiel 25-27
Ezekiel 28-30
Ezekiel 31-33
Ezekiel 34-36
Ezekiel 37-39
Ezekiel 40-42
Ezekiel 43-45
Ezekiel 46-48
Hosea 1-7
Hosea 8-14
Joel
Amos 1-5
Amos 6-9
Obadiah, Jonah
Micah
Nahum, Habakkuk
Zephaniah, Haggai
Zechariah 1-7
Zechariah 8-14
Malachi
Psalms 1-8
Psalms 9-16
Psalms 17-20
Psalms 21-25

June Birthdays
June 8 - Ty Stout
June 10 - Jeremy Stout
June 11 - Jacob Schlicht
June 12 - Deb Jacobe
June 14 - Micah DeCaro
June 17 - Amelia Horejsi
June 19 - Ellie Schlicht
THE OAKBRIDGE

June 22 - Mikai Misener
June 25 - Seth Beyersdorf
June 25 - Josh Leslie
June 25 - Tammy Paulson
June 26 - Hannah Leslie
June 28 - Jeff Magler
June 28 - Doug Mueller

This year the order of the Old
Testament readings is similar
to Israel’s Hebrew Bible. The
New Testament readings are
based upon non-conclusive
research regarding the order
in which the books were
authored.

I will give thanks
to the LORD
with all my heart;
I will tell of all Your
wonders. I will be
glad and exult in You;
I will sing praise to
Your name,
O Most High.
Psalm 9:1-2

Monday

Tuesday

17

16

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
1-3:00 p.m. - Potter + Clay
10:20 a.m. - Worship
Exhibit
12:00 p.m. - Church Picnic (30th) 5:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting
3-5:00 p.m. - Potter + Clay Ex.
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro C.G. (23rd)

24

1-3:00 p.m. - Potter + Clay
Exhibit
5:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting

1-3:00 p.m. - Potter + Clay
Exhibit
1-3:00 p.m. - Potter + Clay
5:00 p.m. - Elders and Deacons
Exhibit
Meeting
7:00 p.m. - Ladies Book
6:30 p.m. - Piecemakers
Discussion

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
3-5:00 p.m. - Potter + Clay
Exhibit

FATHER’S DAY
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
3-5:00 p.m. - Potter + Clay
Exhibit

10

9

19

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
1-3:00 p.m. - Potter + Clay
Exhibit
6:30 p.m. - Conn. in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Study

12

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting

5

26

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
1-3:00 p.m. - Potter + Clay 1-3:00 p.m. - Potter + Clay
Exhibit
Exhibit
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Study

25

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
10:30 a.m. - Titus 2 Mom’s 1-3:00 p.m. - Potter + Clay
Group
Exhibit
1-3:00 p.m. - Potter + Clay 6:30 p.m. - Conn. in Prayer
Exhibit
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Study

18

11

5:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting
7:00 p.m. - Worship
6:30 p.m. - Piecemakers
Team
7:00 p.m. - Missions Committee
Practice
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:00 p.m. - Youth Planning
Meeting
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro C.G.

4

3

2

23/30

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

27

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

20

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

13

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

6

28

21

14

6:30-8:30 p.m.
Opening Reception
Potter + Clay:
God at the Wheel

7

1 Chronicles 28:9

“...know the God of your father, and serve Him with a whole heart and a willing mind;
for the LORD searches all hearts and understands every intent of the thoughts.
If you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will reject you forever.”

Sunday

June 2013

29

9:00 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

22

6:00 p.m. - Youth Event

15

2:00 p.m. - Ladies
Spring Tea

8

6:00 p.m. - Men’s
Steakout
at OCC

1

Saturday
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Men’s Steakout
Saturday, June 1
6:00 p.m.
at OCC
The Oakridge Gallery of Gospel Art presents

Potter + Clay: God at the Wheel
Reception: Friday, June 7, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Gallery Hours: June 9 - June 30
Monday-Wednesday: 1:00- 3:00 p.m.
Sunday 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
The gallery is open to the public and free of charge.

Ladies Spring Tea—An Asian Afternoon
Saturday, June 8
2:00 p.m.
Speaker: Deb Wyss, Missionary to the Tibetan people

All-Church Family Picnic
Sunday, June 30, following our morning service

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY
CHURCH

610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail:
churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We’re on the Web!
www.oakridgecommunity.org

