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Of New Things
From Pastor Jim

It looks like our household will
have a garage again well before the
end of June. You may remember that
our garage collapsed under the
weight of snow on Monday, March
10. A few weeks later a demolition
crew came and removed all the debris. Then in May came the demolition of the concrete slab, which needed to be replaced before a new garage could be built. On May 16, the
concrete for the new slab was poured. Construction of
the building itself begins on Tuesday, June 3.
We are certainly looking forward to the new garage. It
will be nice once again to be able to park our cars in a
shelter from the elements. We will again have a place to
keep our tools and yard equipment. I will again have a
workbench I can use when needed.
I am eager to enjoy a garage floor without big cracks
that had uneven edges, making shoveling out the snow
and ice chunks difficult in the winter. We will appreciate
having a garage we can expect will remain standing
when the winter snows pile up on it, because we are sure
this garage will be well built.
But this new garage will gradually get older. With age
it will get weaker. Who knows?—there may come a day
when it will also collapse after a series of snowfalls
makes the snow accumulate more weight than it can
bear. Perhaps some day a tornado will blow it down, or a
fire will burn it down.
The point is, everything on this present earth gets older, weaker and eventually gets destroyed. Newness is
somewhat relative and always temporary. A new car gets
old. A new computer gets obsolete. A new garage will at
some point be ten, then thirty, then fifty years old—and it
will show its age. The things of this life are all subject to
the ravages of time and decay (Matthew 6:19).
That’s why I get excited when I read God saying,
“Behold, I am making all things new” (Revelation 21:5).
“All things” includes a new heaven and a new earth in
which righteousness dwells (Isaiah 65:17; 2 Peter 3:13;

Revelation 21:1). It includes a new Jerusalem, one that
has its source in heaven and whose builder and maker is
God (Revelation 21:2).
Part of what makes me excited is that these new things
will not undergo the aging process. They will not get old
and weak. They will not become obsolete or suffer the
effects of rust and rot. Those death-related, sorrowproducing processes are among the things that will have
passed away (Revelation 21:4).
What makes me even more excited is the fact that this
new city will be graced with the very presence, the special presence of God Himself (Revelation 21:3). It will be
illuminated by His presence, to the extent that there will
be no sun or moon to provide light (Revelation 21:23).
His presence will make the whole city a sanctuary—the
false division between the sacred and the secular will be
forever abolished (Revelation 21:22).
So, yes, I am looking forward to having a new garage.
However, that anticipation is heavily tempered by the fact
that its newness and the garage itself are highly relative
and extremely temporal in the big scheme of things. What
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News From the Hess Family
Greg and Melanie Hess and daughter Hannah serve with SOAR International Ministries in Kenai, AK. The following is
an update of ministries they were involved with during the Winter Olympics and current activities.

Melanie, Greg and Hannah
SOCHI OLYMPICS MINISTRY
During the month of February, SOAR International Ministries served evangelical churches in Sochi, Russia, while the
Winter Olympics were being held right in their backyard! As the streets, buses, and trains were inundated with Olympicgoers, the local people of Sochi were home from work, and the children out of school. The church wanted to set up hospitality centers where these people could come in for a cup of tea and children could be entertained by Bible-story puppet shows, face painting, balloons, games, crafts, X-Box Olympics and more. Drawing local Sochi residents in to meet
those who attend the church and become familiar with its location was the intention of the “fun zones.” Russia is still
affected by decades of communist propaganda pointed against Christianity. Although Christians are free to worship together, and the Bible is no longer illegal, Christianity is viewed by many as a dangerous cult and bizarre rumors are believed about Christian practices. The fun zones were an opportunity to reach out to the community in a way that demonstrated the heart and truth of the Gospel.
SOAR brought in three teams of volunteers from across the United States who came with the task of being a servant to
the ministry needs of the church. For some it meant learning new skills – like making balloon animals or face painting.
For others, like the mother from Anchorage who had never imagined that God would use her teenage son’s X-Box experience, it meant discovering how to use their talents to further the Kingdom of Christ. Some days over 300 people visited
the Central Fun Zone! Many visitors were unaware that there was a church in their neighborhood, asked lots of questions, enjoyed meeting people from the congregation and expressed interest in learning more. The Mountain Fun Zone
had a regular group of local children who came every day. The Mountain church plans to continue to minister to these
kids and their families.
ABKHAZIA BACKPACK PROJECT REPORT
Over 500 backpacks full of school supplies were assembled and air-shipped to the war-torn country of Abkhazia. After a
bit of a delay in Turkey, the backpacks have made their way to Abkhazia where their arrival was anticipated by more
than just the church. A rumor had started that some people in Alaska, who are learning the Abkhazian language, flew the
backpacks over in their plane. Evidently, as soon as they arrived in country, the Prime Minister sent a message to the
customs officials telling them to release the backpacks immediately and get them to the church for distribution. We were
pleased to hear that the church worked together with the social department so that the backpacks were given to children
who needed them most.
(Continued on page 3)
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News From the Hess Family
(continued from page 2)

CURRENT AND UPCOMING PROJECTS
Greg will be heading up a big work team coming to help with a hangar construction project in late June through early
July. For now he is busy rearranging offices, storage rooms, and the hangar configuration.
We are also preparing for Bible Camp, but we don’t know where it will be or with whom we will be working. We have 3
options available to us, and we may do one or all of those options. We do know that we plan only to take our staff, rather
than a team, to work at camp because all three would be a trial run at something new. That means if we choose to do all
three, we as a staff will be stretched pretty thin. So you can be praying for wisdom and guidance for Dick as he makes
those decisions and for the staff as we then put together the details for the summer.
The decision has been made to go ahead with the Backpack project for fall of 2014. The backpacks were gratefully received, distributed as a ministry of the church in Abkhazia, and given recognition and favor by the government. The
starting point, then, is to ask, “Do you want to be or have the capacity to be the collection point again?” After some discussion, we would like to do it in a similar fashion as last year – where individuals will pack the backpacks with items
from a list. So we will plan to do it during back-to-school sales time again. This year we hope to do a large mailing
ahead, have brochures and bulletin inserts printed and again provide the backpacks. That said, we hope to double or
more the numbers we had last year – yet at the same time have things better standardized so that everything will be ready
when they arrive to be packed.
Please join us in praising God for the opportunities during the Sochi ministry and continue to pray for local Russian
churches as they continue in ministry. Please continue to pray for SOAR as we work on summer construction projects
and prepare for Summer Bible Camp in Russia. Also, please prayerfully consider being involved with the Abkhazia
Backpack Project again this year.

June Birthdays
June 8 – Tyrone Stout
June 10 – Jeremy Stout
June 11 – Jacob Schlicht
June 12 – Deb Jacobe
June 14 – Micah DeCaro
June 17 – Amelia Horejsi
June 19 – Ellie Schlicht
June 20 – Henry Jones

June 22 – Mikai Misener
June 25 – Seth Beyersdorf
June 25 – Joshua Leslie
June 25 – Tammy Paulson
June 26 – Hannah Leslie
June 28 – Clara Jones
June 28 – Jeff Magler
June 28 – Doug Mueller
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Youth News

Submitted by Jeremy Misener

few years ago we had a number of our missionaries that we are supporting as a church come and share what
God was doing in and through their ministries. It was so exciting to hear about how God was redeeming
lives in such different cultures and contexts. As I sat and listened and became more and more excited, I
remember asking God if He was leading me to go to the mission field. After some time of reflection, prayer and council, I believe God confirmed that my “mission field” was with the current group of students I was
ministering to at Oakridge. The answer went something like this, “Sure, you could go to another country and
share the gospel, and maybe I would save tens, hundreds, even thousands through your ministry. But maybe I
plan on using your proclamation of the gospel in the lives of one, two, three, or many more Oakridge youth, and
they will be the ones I call to the mission field. And maybe I will use them to reach many more than I would with
you.” This was an exciting vision for me. I began praying that God would do exactly that—that He would bless
my ministry in the lives of the current youth by calling them to minister to Him. It’s still too early to see all the
ways God is answering that prayer, but a couple of months ago I was excited to get a call from one of the members of the youth group from the time I was praying the above prayer. Sarah Schmoeckel was taking a ministry
class, and one of her assignments was to teach a couple of lessons to a group of others. Below is a picture of one
of those teaching times. It is easy to forget to pray for our former youth since they may not be worshiping with us
each week, but please continue to keep them in your prayers, asking that God would continue to reveal Himself
to them and use them for His purposes.

Pictured left to right: Sarah Schmoeckel, Tiana Leslie, Hannah Leslie, and Ryan Matchinsky
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June Song of the Month
It Passeth Knowledge
Mary Shekleton

It passeth knowledge, that dear love of Thine!
My Savior! Jesus! Yet this soul of mine
Would of Thy love, in all its breadth and length,
Its height and depth, its everlasting strength
Know more and more.
It passeth telling! that dear love of Thine!
My Savior! Jesus! Yet these lips of mine
Would fain proclaim to sinners far and near
A love which can remove all guilty fear
And love beget.
It passeth praises! that dear love of Thine!
My Savior! Jesus! Yet this heart of mine
Would sing that love so full, so rich, so free,
Which brings a rebel sinner such as me
Nigh unto God.
But though I cannot sing, or tell, or know
The fullness of Thy love while here below,
My empty vessel I may freely bring;
O Thou, who art of love the living spring,
My vessel fill.
I am an empty vessel—not one thought
Or look of love to Thee I’ve ever brought;
Yet I may come and come again to Thee
With this the empty sinner’s only plea— OCC Vision
“Thou lovest me!”The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
Oh! Fill me Jesus, Savior, with Thy
love;supremacy of Jesus Christ
eternal
Lead, lead me to the living Fount above!
in all things, to all peoples.
Thither may I in simple faith draw nigh
And never to another fountain fly, OCC Mission
But unto Thee.
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
to glorify
Lord Jesus, when Thee face toisface
I see,God by delighting in, declaring
and
displaying
When on Thy lofty throne I sit with Thee, the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Then of Thy love, in all its breadth and length,
Its height and depth in everlasting strength
My soul shall sing.
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June Bible Reading

For this year’s
Bible reading
schedule, we will
read one Old
Testament and one
New Testament
passage each day.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

2 Chronicles 4-6; John 12:20-50
2 Chronicles 7-9; John 13:1-17
2 Chronicles 10-12; John 13:18-38
2 Chronicles 13-16; John 14
2 Chronicles 17-19; John 15
2 Chronicles 20-22; John 16:1-15
2 Chronicles 23-25; John 16:16-33
2 Chronicles 26-28; John 17
2 Chronicles 29-31; John 18:1-23
2 Chronicles 32-33; John 18:24-40
2 Chronicles 34-36; John19:1-22
Ezra 1-2; John 19:23-42
Ezra 3-5; John 20
Ezra 6-8; John 21
Ezra 9-10; Acts 1
Nehemiah 1-3; Acts 2:1-13
Nehemiah 4-6; Acts 2:14-47
Nehemiah 7-8; Acts 3
Nehemiah 9-11; Acts 4:1-22
Nehemiah 12-13; Acts 4:23-37
Esther 1-3; Acts 5:1-16
Esther 4-6; Acts 5:17-42
Esther 7-10; Acts 6
Job 1-3; Acts 7:1-19
Job 4-6; Acts 7:20-43
Job 7-9; Acts 7:44-60
Job 10-12; Acts 8:1-25
Job 13-15; Acts 8:26-40
Job 16-18; Acts 9:1-22
Job 19-20; Acts 9:23-43

“O LORD God of
heaven, the great
and awesome God
who keeps covenant
and steadfast love
with those who love
Him and keep His
commandments;
let Your ear be
attentive and Your
eyes open to hear
the prayer of
your servant …”
Nehemiah 1:5-6a

9

6:30 p.m. - Elders and
Deacons Meeting

16

8

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

15

18

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting

11

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

4

Wednesday

19

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

12

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

5

Thursday

1-3:00 p.m. - “It Was Good”
Exhibit

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:00 p.m. - Church Picnic

27

20

5:30-7:00 p.m.
“It Was Good—
Seven Days of
Creation”
Opening Reception

13

6

Friday

28

9:00 a.m. - Worship Team
Practice
2:00 p.m. - Men’s
Steakout

21

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Youth at Valley Fair

14

7

Saturday

Carolina Sandell Berg

Day by day and with each passing moment, strength I find to meet my trials here;
Trusting in my Father’s wise bestowment, I’ve no cause for worry or for fear.
He whose heart is kind beyond all measure, gives unto each day what He deems best,
Lovingly, its part of pain and pleasure, mingling toil with peace and rest.

30

29

26

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:00 p.m. - Elders & Wives Mtg.
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

25

1-3:00 p.m. - “It Was Good”
1-3:00 p.m. - “It Was Good” 1-3:00 p.m. - “It Was Good”
Exhibit
6:30 p.m. - Butler
Exhibit
Exhibit
9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
Care Group
6:00 p.m. - Summer
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Wednesday
Care Group
7:30 p.m. - Conn. in Prayer

24

23

22

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
1:45 p.m. - Good Samaritan Svc.

17

10

7:00 p.m. - Worship Team
Practice

3

Tuesday

June 2014

1-3:00 p.m. - “It Was Good” 1-3:00 p.m. - “It Was Good” 1-3:00 p.m. - “It Was Good” 6:30 p.m. - Butler
Exhibit
Exhibit
Exhibit
Care Group
5:00 p.m. - Elders
9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Meeting
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
Care Group
in Prayer

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting

FATHER’S DAY

2

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:00 p.m. - PK-Grand Oaks
Reveal Party

Monday

1

Sunday

July 2013
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Summer Wednesdays
We are calling all the children first through sixth grade and their families to come to Oakridge for five Wednesday evenings this summer. The concept is pretty simple: we want to share the love of Christ with our elementary
children. How do you show love to elementary children? Let them run around like crazy, give them some sugar,
and tell them about an amazing God who loves them so much that He died for them. The format is also pretty simple: we will start at 6:00 p.m. with an activity for all the children to participate in, listen to a teaching about our
amazing God, enjoy a snack together, and finish up at around 7:15 p.m. Connecting in Prayer will be pushed back
to 7:30 p.m. on these evenings, so we invite families to stick around for prayer as well.
The more families we have participate the better, and we encourage children to bring a friend or neighbor. We’d
also like to extend an invitation to any and all who do not fit into this age range, but who would like to help out by
running around with the kids, joining in with the teaching, providing some snacks for the kids to eat when they’re
done, or just looking for some summer evening entertainment. Anyone who would be interested in helping out in
any way can talk to Jonathan Leslie and/or Jeremy Misener. As you are planning, here are the dates of the five
Wednesdays:
June 25
July 9
July 23
August 6
August 20
We look forward to seeing you there!

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Vision

Mission
The vision of OCC
Oakridge
Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
is to glorify
God by delighting in, declaring
in all things, to all peoples.
O AKRIDGE C OMMUNITY CHURCH
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.
OCC Mission

The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We’re on the Web!
www.oakridgecommunity.org

