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Jesus Is Lord
From Pastor Jim
The most disturbing book of the Bible for me is the
book of Judges. It is the story of a nation that had been
given advantages by God far beyond those of any other
people group in the world and in history. He provided
for them in Moses one of the greatest leaders this world
has ever known. They watched with wonder and awe as
God poured down ten plagues on Egypt in order to deliver His people from enslavement. They walked
through the Sea of Reeds on dry ground and then
looked on as the Lord destroyed the entire Egyptian
army that had been pursuing them.
The advantages kept coming to Israel. God enters into
covenant with the nation at Sinai. He shows them where
to go and when to go by leading them through a pillar
of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. He miraculously provides manna in the morning and quail at night
so there is no lack of food for the throng. He keeps their
sandals from wearing out as they roam the wilderness
for forty years. When it is time for Moses to die, He
gives the nation another great leader in Joshua, the son
of Nun.
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Then Yahweh holds
back the waters of
the Jordan to enable
Israel to enter the
promised land on
dry ground. He
causes the walls of
Jericho to crumble
without any effort
on the part of the
Israelites except to
walk and then
shout! He gives the
untrained and inexperienced Israeli
army victory after
victory in conquering the territory He
had promised to
Abraham.

What more could a nation ask than
what Israel had received? Yet the
next stage in the nation’s history is
recorded in the book of Judges, and
it is ugly. Joshua dies (2:6-10), and
the next thing about which we read
is that the next generation has forsaken the Lord and started serving
the Baals as gods (2:11-13). From
that point there is a continuing, repeating cycle that takes place over many years, a cycle
described in 2:14-23. It is a cycle of the nation forsaking the Lord, the Lord bringing enemy nations against
them to defeat the Israelites and enslave them because
of their sin, then the Lord raising up judges to deliver
His people from the oppressing enemies, followed by
Israel again forsaking the Lord to begin the cycle all
over again.
The description of life in Israel during the centuries of
the judges is found in Judges 17:6 and repeated in 18:1,
19:1 and 21:25. To quote the last-mentioned reference,
“In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did
what was right in his own eyes.” Here was a people
who had God’s special presence in the tabernacle,
God’s law written on stone tablets, God’s correction
through the enemy nations, God’s deliverance through
the judges whom He sent, yet the nation is characterized as rejecting the Lord and doing whatever they
wanted!
What happens when people forsake the Lord and do
whatever they want is not a pretty picture. It leads to
murdering one’s own brothers (9:1-6), adultery, perversion, murderous rape and abuse (19:1-26) and the neardecimation of one of the tribes of Israel (20:1-48).
Mixed in with all that are conspiracies, inter-tribal
fighting, intermarriage with pagans, etc. I probably
would get depressed every time I read the book of
Judges if I didn’t follow it up by reading the book of
Ruth to observe that in the midst of the idolatrous filth
and degradation of Israel were some faithful worshipers
and followers of God like Boaz.
(Continued on page 2)
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Jesus is Lord
(Continued from page 1)

For decades now in our own day, we have watched
what happens when a people forsakes the Lord and does
whatever they want. The United States started with
great advantages: Judeo-Christian principles underlying
much of our Constitution, a recognition of responsibility to honor God, strong homes, gospel-proclaiming
churches and education that was primarily based on
Biblical truth. Our nation’s desire to forsake the Lord
became evident when prayer and Bible reading were
greatly restricted in public education. It became demonstrated further as divorce became increasingly acceptable. It was blatant as evolution became the accepted
theory rather than taking the word of the only One who
was there at the beginning of the universe. So why were
we shocked when the Supreme Court of the United
States declared the slaughter of unborn infants to be
legal in 1973?
When people forsake the Lord and do whatever is right
in their own eyes, going into debt so deep that it can
never be repaid becomes acceptable, assisted suicide is
viewed as compassionate, euthanasia becomes a matter
people are willing to discuss as possible and in some
cases tolerable, perversion is promoted as normal and
God’s institution of marriage is viewed as changeable.
Having a king who leads the way for everyone to do
what is right in their own eyes is no improvement over
having no king while everyone does what is right in
their own eyes. In fact, it may well be worse, in that
such a king tends to allow everyone to do what is right
in their own eyes—unless it is right in God’s eyes.
What is the solution? If I were to put it into one phrase,
it would be the three-word statement “Jesus is Lord.”
The trusting acknowledgement, acceptance and advocacy of that simple truth is the key to the rebellion that we
see on every hand. The most vivid Old Testament
declaration of this reality is Psalm 2. The climax of the
psalm is in verses 10-12, saying, “Now therefore, O
kings, show discernment; take warning, O judges of the
earth. Worship the LORD with reverence and rejoice
with trembling. Do homage to the Son, that He not become angry, and you perish in the way, for His wrath
may soon be kindled. How blessed are all who take
refuge in Him!”
Surrender to Jesus as Lord is a necessary aspect of trusting Him on the personal level. The word of faith
preached by the apostles was “that if you confess with

your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart
that God raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved” (Romans 10:9). Recognition that Jesus is Lord
is the direction toward which God has pointed all of
history, There is coming the day, by His design, when
all will recognize and acknowledge that God has highly
exalted Jesus “and bestowed on Him the name that is
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus EVERY
KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father” (Philippians 2:9-11).
By raising and exalting
Jesus Christ, God the
Father made clear that
Christ and His earthly
life and ministry—His
perfect obedience, His
teaching, His suffering,
His crucifixion death—
were totally acceptable
to Him and sufficient
for the accomplishment
of His redemptive plan.
In exalting Jesus
Christ, the Father set
Him forth as the only
Savior (Acts 4:12) and
the supreme Lord.
Acceptance by the
Father for sinners
comes only through
Jesus Christ (John 14:6), and the Christ through whom
acceptance by the Father comes is Savior and Lord.
The Savior is the Lord and the Lord is the Savior—the
two realities cannot be separated from each other.

What does it
look like when
the lordship of
Jesus Christ
is genuinely
confessed and
accepted?
Surrender.

What does it look like when the lordship of Jesus
Christ is genuinely confessed and accepted? Surrender.
Surrender of one’s goal in life by giving up living for
self in order to live for Christ (2 Corinthians 5:15).
Surrender of one’s body to Christ (Romans 12:1) and
surrender of one’s mind to Christ (Romans 12:2).
Surrender of one’s will to Christ (Matthew 7:21-23;
Romans 6:17-18). Surrender of my supposed right to
do what I want in order to obey and follow Him
(Luke 6:46; 9:23).
(Continued on page 3)
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Jesus is Lord
(Continued from page 2)

When the lordship of Jesus Christ is confessed, His
teaching of creation is accepted and His sole right as
Creator to determine when a person dies is acknowledged. In other words, when Jesus Christ is confessed
as Lord, abortion becomes unthinkable.
When Jesus Christ is confessed as Lord, He and His
Word become the standard of morality in every realm
of life—economically, sexually and in matters of uprightness and reliability. When Jesus Christ is confessed as Lord, a person cares not about his own opinion but seeks to know the will of the Lord.
Confession of Jesus Christ as Lord leads to honesty
when taking tests in school, commitment and faithfulness to one’s spouse in marriage, truthfulness in conversation and reverence in worship. It results in putting
aside bitterness, anger, wrath, gossip and slander. It
causes husbands to love their wives, wives to submit to
their husbands, children to obey their parents and fathers to bring up their children in the discipline and
instruction of the Lord. Surrender to Jesus Christ as
Lord makes dependable employees who have good
attitudes, as well as employers who recognize that they
are accountable to the Lord for how they treat their
employees.

The future of our nation does not depend on whatever
declaration the Supreme Court of the United States
makes about marriage. Rather, that declaration will
simply be an indication of how comparable we are as a
nation to Israel in the days of the judges. Quite honestly, in my judgment that was already indicated during
the oral arguments before the justices, when even those
justices who expressed reluctance to support a redefinition of marriage expressed their doubts based on tradition and consequences rather than out of submission to
the God who instituted and designed marriage.
The future of our nation depends on our trusting surrender to the Lord Jesus Christ as individual citizens, as
justices, as legislators, as president, as a people. Without such surrender, we will increasingly be a nation that
does what is right in our own eyes.
What this means is that those of us who now confess
Jesus as Lord must prayerfully and faithfully proclaim
Jesus as Lord. This is the gospel of the kingdom, for it
is the good news that there is a crucified, risen and
exalted King of kings and Lord of lords. This proclamation of Jesus as Lord is the mission He Himself has
given us—it is the basis on which we disciple others to
Him (Matthew 28:18-20).

Summer Oaks

L

Submitted by Jonathan Leslie

ast summer we kicked off our “Summer Wednesday” activity for children in first through sixth grade. We’re
back this year with a new night and a new name (we couldn’t very well use “Summer Wednesday” on a Tuesday
night!). Summer Oaks of Righteousness ("Summer Oaks" for short) will be held every Tuesday evening from
6:15-7:30 p.m. at Oakridge, beginning on June 16 and running through August 11. As with last year, our agenda is
pretty simple; start with a fun activity in which everyone can participate, listen to a short teaching on a Biblical
character that puts the gospel on display, praising God in song, and enjoy a snack together.
Our goal is not only to provide a Gospel-centered activity for the families of Oakridge,
but to provide an opportunity to bring in children and families from our community to
hear about an amazing God and how He gave His Son to die for sinners like them. It’s
also a chance for us to “rub shoulders” with parents who bring their kids and to build
relationships with them and show them the love of Christ.
Church, we need your help. Bring your kids. Invite the neighbors. Come and watch.
Come and join in whether you have children or not. May these evenings be gracious
times of planting and nurturing these little seedlings into strong and mighty oaks in the
Lord! If you have questions or would like to be involved, contact Pastor Jonathan.
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News from The Dunckels
Serving the Lord in Romania

Last month
started out
with pulling
together all the
many strands
of our visa
paperwork and
submitting
that. Praise
God we were
approved for
another 5 years
of residency.
Joshua , Kara,
We were a
Noemi, Isobel and Anders
little concerned that Anders would be fined or his paperwork
would be held up because he didn't have a visa to
renew like the rest of us, but they just waved his papers
through along with the rest of ours. Praise God, also,
for giving our children the grace of patient waiting for
four hours in the least fun room ever as our papers were
submitted.
We adults learned about an exciting ministry opportunity in the never-ending visa line. There was a young
man from Iraq standing behind us in line who was trying to find out the status of his children's papers. In the
course of our conversation he told us that this year the
Iraqi government allowed far more students than usual
to study abroad. So last year there were about 20 Iraqis
studying in Bucharest, but this year there are around
1,000. What a great opportunity! We have young people here eager to serve as missionaries in Muslim countries who can develop even more relationships with
Muslims here in their own city first. Later we discov-

ered that one missions-minded believer in particular has
started working with an organization that helps settle
immigrants here in Bucharest.
Last weekend Joshua attended the Peniel youth conference in Cluj. He was able to connect with some key
denominational and missions leaders there. The conference leader was very open to letting Joshua share about
Mission-Net. One of the leaders he spoke with
expressed a desire to meet with other missions leaders
to share ideas, which is exactly what Joshua would love
to facilitate. Together they can accomplish more than
they can separately. When he got back in town Josh
was also able to connect further with a missions leader
we enjoy working with in Bucharest by helping him
move new windows into his new apartment. When
everyone's lives are so busy with work and meetings,
it's refreshing to have our lives intersect more naturally.
This spring ushered in a troop of visitors to our team.
Joshua was able to sit in on some meetings of a regional
"leadership huddle" as well as spend time with a group
of church and mission leaders who are planning shortterm missions trips to Bucharest in the future. These
were great times of learning from the wisdom and
experience of other leaders.
At the end of May Joshua and a teammate attended a
church planting workshop in Sofia, Bulgaria, where
Pastor Jim spoke and participated as a mentor. Since all
of the ministries of our mission agency ReachGlobal
keep a direct line of sight to church planting, this was a
relevant topic for both Joshua and his teammate. As
June begins, we are right now enjoying Pastor Jim visiting with us here in Bucharest! We are so thankful to
Oakridge for funding the trip from Sofia to Bucharest
for both my dad and Joshua.
This summer we are looking forward to slowing down
our pace as the people of Bucharest flee to the beach or
the mountains on vacation. We plan to introduce new
teammates to the culture of our fair city, spend time
mentoring a young family that plans to work among
Muslim refugees, and attend ReachGlobal's family
conference.

Joshua and his team of
Mission-Net National Motivators

I know this is a little scattered, but that's how our spring
has been!
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Take My Life and Let It Be
by Francis R. Havergal

Song of the Month
Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice,
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. Romans 12:1
Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord to Thee;
Take my moments and my days—
Let them flow in ceaseless praise,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hands and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love;
Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee,
Swift and beautiful for Thee.
Take my voice and let me sing
Always, only, for my King;
Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee,
Filled with messages from Thee.
Take my silver and my gold—
Not a mite would I withhold;
Take my intellect and use
Every pow’r as Thou shalt choose,
Every pow’r as Thou shalt choose.
Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee,
Ever, only, all for Thee.
Take my will and make it Thine—
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart—it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne,
It shall be Thy royal throne.
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June Bible Reading
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Job 5-7
Job 8-10
Job 11-13
Job 14-16
Job 17-20
Job 21-23
Job 24-28
Job 29-31
Job 32-34
Job 35-37
Job 38-39
Job 40-42
Psalms 1-8
Psalms 9-16
Psalms 17-20
Psalms 21-25
Psalms 26-31
Psalms 32-35
Psalms 36-39
Psalms 40-45
Psalms 46-50
Psalms 51-57
Psalms 58-65
Psalms 66-69
Psalms 70-73
Psalms 74-77
Psalms 78-79
Psalms 80-85
Psalms 86-89
Psalms 90-95

Join us this year as
we go through
the Bible canonically.

How blessed is the
man who does not
walk in the counsel
of the wicked,
Nor stand in the
path of sinners,
Nor sit in the
seat of scoffers!
But his delight is in
the laws of the LORD,
And in His law
he meditates
day and night.
Psalm 1:1-2

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:00 p.m. - All-Church Picnic
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

6:15 p.m. - Summer Oaks

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

25

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

18

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

11

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group
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THU

26

19

12

5

FRI

9:00 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

27

6:00 p.m. - Men’s
Steakout

20

10:00 a.m. - Piecemakers
Sewing
Saturday

13
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SAT

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father,
who has loved us and given us eternal comfort and good hope by grace,
comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word.

30

28

29

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

22

21

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

6:15 p.m. - Summer Oaks

6:15 p.m. - Summer Oaks

6:30 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
1:45 p.m. - Good Samaritan
Sunday Service
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

17

16

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Youth
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

15

14

7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

10

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
In Prayer

3

WED

24

6:30 p.m. - Elders &
Deacons
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

9

2

TUE

23

8

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting

1

MON

7

SUN

June 2015
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June Birthdays

June 8 - Tyrone Stout
June 10 - Jeremy Stout
June 11 - Jacob Schlicht
June 12 - Deb Jacobe
June 14 - Micah DeCaro
June 17 - Amelia Horejsi
June 19 - Ellie Schlicht
June 20 - Henry Jones
June 22 - Mikai Misener
June 25 - Seth Beyersdorf
June 25 - Joshua Leslie
June 25 - Tammy Paulson
June 26 - Hannah Leslie
June 28 - Clara Jones
June 28 - Jeff Magler
June 28 - Doug Mueller

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We’re on the Web!
www.oakridgecommunity.org

