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Thoughts While Reading Ephesians 4:16
From Pastor Jim
A body is an organism—a living, functioning entity composed of various elements that are interdependent with each other and subordinate to the whole. Our eyes, hands and feet are interdependent
members of this organism—they do not function as separate units, but rather as parts of the whole.
When they are functioning properly, their every action is subordinate to the overall goal.
For example, consider what is involved in catching a baseball as
an outfielder. As the ball flies through the air, the outfielder’s ears
hear the crack of the bat on the ball, alerting him to action. His
eyes fixate on that ball in order to watch its trajectory. His brain
figures out where the ball will be catchable. His feet run toward
that spot at the speed appropriate to arriving there in time. His
glove hand lifts to the height and depth that will meet the ball at
that spot. His other hand extends to balance his body.
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For that ball to be caught, each member of the outfielder’s body
performs its role. The ears must hear. The eyes must watch. The
feet must run. The lungs must breathe. The brain must coordinate.
For that ball to be caught, each member of the outfielder’s body
functions in harmony with every other member, supporting the
success of every member. It isn’t merely the glove hand that catches the ball—it’s the whole person. The ears warn that the ball has
been hit. The eyes let the feet know where to run and tell the glove hand the exact place where it can
meet the ball. The mouth opens to breathe more air more quickly, enabling the blood to carry more
oxygen so the legs can run faster and get to the ball. The brain tells the fingers to open the glove and
then shut it quickly when the nerves sense that the ball is in the glove’s web.
The ball is caught when every member of the outfielder’s body subordinates itself to the purpose at
hand. If his eyes decide they would rather gaze at the scoreboard than watch a baseball fly through the
air, that ball will not be caught. If the feet are distracted by jealousy over the attention that the hands of
this Golden-glove outfielder are getting, they will not get to the ball
in time. It is only when every member understands, embraces and
participates in striving toward the common objective that the goal
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Oh, yes, there is one other matter to consider. The ball will not be
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caught if the organs that should be members of the outfielder’s
body aren’t united to his body! If the lungs are in the stands watchJune Birthdays
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ing the game, he will not catch that ball. If the feet stay in the dugout, he will not catch that ball.
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There must be a reason why the New Testament describes the
church as a body!
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Called to Go and Serve in Africa
Submitted by Jonathan Leslie

A

s most of you know, we believe God is
calling our family to go and serve missionary
families in East Africa with Africa Inland
Mission (AIM). We have been so grateful to
the missions committee and all of you at
Oakridge for taking the lead in our support.
For those of you who missed our presentation
in Sunday School, here are answers to our
most frequently asked questions:

Jonathan, Lilli, Hannah, Tiana, Joshua & Sophia

Where are you going?
We are going to serve at Rift Valley Academy, a boarding school for around 500 missionary kids in Kijabe, Kenya, about an hour
from the capital city of Nairobi. Lilli attended this school from sixth through twelfth
grade. We also served there as dorm parents
just after Hannah was born, from 1997-1999.

What exactly will you be doing?
Jonathan will be the staff chaplain, whose duties include preaching at the Sunday service for students and staff, providing pastoral care for the missionary staff on campus and overseeing the overall spiritual health of the school. Lilli will
be one of the student health nurses, a full-time job which involves everything from helping homesick children and
caring for kids with colds, stomach bugs and the flu, to assessing sports injuries and tropical diseases.
When do you leave and how long will you be there?
The Fall term begins in August. They would like us to be in Kenya by mid-July in order to attend a three-week orientation and then get adjusted before school starts. However, if our support is not at 100% a month before departure date,
we will be delayed until we are fully supported. Once we are at 100%, we will likely leave within one month. Our initial term of service is three years.
How much support do you need to raise?
Based on our assignment in Kenya, family size
and circumstances, AIM has determined that our
monthly support target is $7,576. This amount is
not our salary. For a breakdown of where each
dollar goes, please see our website under Support
Us. Our outgoing amount is $35,672, which helps
cover travel, orientation school, 2 months salary,
medical expenses and household setup in Kenya.
We currently have 31% of our monthly and 93%
of our outgoing amount.

Rift Valley Academy

What about your children?
Our oldest, Hannah, will finish her second year at Bethlehem College and Seminary in downtown Minneapolis and will
have several family members nearby to provide care for her in our absence. Feel free to reach out to her as well! Tiana,
Joshua and Sophia will be with us and will attend Rift Valley Academy as students, but not as boarders.
(Continued on page 3)
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Called to Go and Serve in Africa

(continued from page 2)

Is it dangerous?
Donald Trump or Hillary Clinton will most likely be president
of the United States, and you’re worried about us?! Kenya has
traditionally been one of the more stable countries in Africa,
but it is not immune to conflict. Boko Haram is active in the
country, and an American missionary boarding school is an
ideal soft target. We would appreciate your prayers!
How can we pray for you?
 That God would raise up our ministry support team and
provide the needed finances.
 For each of us to grow in our trust in the Lord through the
preparation process and unknown future.
 Strength for being faithful in our responsibilities at work,
support-raising and caring for our family.
 For the preparation and selling of our home
 That we would keep Christ at the center of all we do.

Rift Valley Academy Chapel
where church and chapel services are held on campus.

Can we come to visit?
Absolutely! Any time! Pastor Jim has already told us to be on the lookout for opportunities for a team from Oakridge to
come and serve. What a blessing that would be!
We love you all and thank God for your ministry to us!
Jonathan, Lilli, Hannah, Tiana, Joshua, and Sophia

June Birthdays
June 12—Deb Jacobe
June 14—Micah DeCaro
June 17—Amelia Horejsi
June 20—Henry Jones
June 22—Mikai Misener
June 25—Seth Beyersdorf
June 25—Joshua Leslie
June 25—Tammy Paulson
June 26—Hannah Leslie
June 28—Clara Jones
June 28—Jeff Magler
June 28—Doug Mueller
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June Bible Reading
1 Kings

Psalms

Luke

Ephesians

1

1

119:1-8

1:1-25

1:1-14

2

2-3

119:9-16

1:26-38

1:15-23

3

4-5

119:17-24

1:39-56

2:1-10

4

6-7

119:25-32

1:57-66

2:11-22

5

8

119:33-40

1:67-80

3:1-13

6

9-10

119:41-48

2:1-20

3:14-21

7

11

119:49-56

2:21-40

4:1-16

8

12

119:57-64

2:41-52

4:17-24

9

13-14

119:65-72

3:1-20

4:25-32

10

15-16

119:73-80

3:21-38

5:1-21

11

17-18

119:81-88

4:1-12

5:22-33

12

19-20

119:89-96

4:13-30

6:1-9

13

21-22

119:97-104

4:31-37

6:10-24
Philippians

2 Kings
14

1-3

119:105-112

4:38-44

1:1-11

15

4-5

119:113-120

5:1-11

1:12-20

16

6-7

119:121-128

5:12-16

1:21-30

17

8-9

119:129-136

5:17-26

2:1-11

18

10-11

119:137-144

5:27-32

2:12-18

19

12-13

119:145-152

5:33-39

2:19-30

20

14-15

119:153-160

6:1-16

3:1-9

21

16-17

119:161-168

6:17-26

3:10-14

22

18-19

119:169-176

6:27-36

3:15-21

23

20-21

120

6:37-42

4:1-7

24

22-23

121

6:43-49

4:8-13

25

24-25

122

7:1-10

4:14-23

The Discipleship Journal
Bible Reading Plan
This plan offers special features that will aid
you in your journey through the Bible.
By reading from four separate places in the
Scriptures every day, you should be able to
better grasp the unity of the Scriptures, as well
as enjoy the variety of different viewpoints.
Each month of this plan gives you 25 readings,
so there can be days when you catch up on the
readings you may have missed in the past week.
If you finish the month’s reading by the twentyfifth, you could use the final days of the month
to study the passages that challenged you or
intrigued you.
As the year progresses, ask God each day to
speak directly to you from the Scripture portions you read. Be expectant and let your continued exposure to God’s Word reshape your
attitudes and behavior as you gain a better
understanding of His written testimony to us.

Monday

Tuesday

20

2:00 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

19

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
11:45 a.m. - All-Church Picnic
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

26

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

27

1:30 p.m. - Project
Life
Ministry

6:30 p.m. - Elders &
Deacons
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan
Sunday Service
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

FATHER’S DAY

21

13

12

28

14

10:30 a.m. - Project
Life
Ministry
7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

7

6

5

Isaiah 64:8

But now, O Lord, You are our Father,
We are the clay, and You our potter;
And all of us are the work of Your hand.

Sunday

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

30

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

29

23

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

16

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Visual Arts
Comm. Mtg.

22

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

15

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

9

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

8

2

Thursday

1

Wednesday

June 2016

24

17

10

3

Friday

9:30 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

25

6:00 p.m. - Men’s
Steakout

18

11

4

Saturday
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Celebrating 10 Years at OCC
On Sunday, May 22, our church body celebrated the 10-year anniversary of Pastor Jim and Jill Odens serving the Lord
here at Oakridge Community Church! Below are some pictures that captured the celebration.

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org
Website: www.oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

