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My Trip to Eastern Europe
From Pastor Jim
I wish I could take you with me when I go on my international trips, especially when it is to places like Southeast
Asia or Eastern Europe. Such experiences deeply affect me as I see life through the lenses of others who are facing
circumstances and challenges which we seldom even imagine, much less endure. However, since I cannot take you
with me, I can at least give you a little travelogue! So here is a report on my recent trip to Eastern Europe.
My first stop was Kyiv, Ukraine, where I visited the Kyiv Theological
Seminary. The seminary was established in 1995 by its founder and
president, Anatoly Prokopchuk, who is seen in this picture with his
wife. The current director and the designated successor to the president,
Ruslan Khmyz, was my gracious host during the time I spent there. I
was given a room on the floor of the dormitory dedicated to housing
visiting faculty members of the seminary.

Ruslan kept me busy during my time there, meeting
Dr. & Mrs. Anatoly Prokopchuk
with faculty members over
pizza and Cokes, preaching in the seminary chapel service and meeting with Dr. Prokupchuk. I was given a tour of the facility and most
of my meals were in the seminary dining room with the students. The
only difficult part of that experience was that none of the students
with whom I ate spoke English, and I speak neither Ukrainian nor
Russian! Needless to say, our communication was limited.
Preaching in seminary chapel service
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Ruslan also took me around Kyiv to see some of the key historical
sites of the city. We visited an Orthodox church building originally
constructed a thousand years ago. We toured a military display of
equipment used in World War II. He showed me the church building
where he and his family attend. The biggest impact on me was going
to downtown Kyiv and hearing Ruslan tell me about the beginning of
the current conflict between Ukraine and Russia, a conflict which was
instigated on the plaza over which we were walking. This impact was
increased by the fact that in the previous hour I had viewed a bulletriddled car in which a Ukrainian officer had been ambushed and
slaughtered.
From Kyiv I went to Bucharest, Romania, where I had the opportunity to visit with the Dunckel family for a few days. Travel complications shortened my time with them, but it was still a precious time
spent with the family. Since the Missions feature section of The
Oakbridge shows you their family pictures, I’ll show you some
Continued on page 2)
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My Trip to Eastern Europe
“Grandpa” pictures, such as how tall Noemi has gotten and how much Annika loves to
play in the water! Isobel is still as active as ever, and Anders loves to talk about what is
on his mind.
I had the opportunity to attend church with the Dunckels.
That same day they had an appointment with the missions
pastor of another supporting church who came to visit with
them, so I also had the privilege of meeting him and then
spending most of my time playing with Annika so both Kara
and Joshua could concentrate on their discussion with this
missions pastor.

The water is chilly,
but so fun!

From Bucharest I flew directly to Sofia, Bulgaria, in
order to be involved in the third annual Church Plant
Learning Community. This is a gathering of about 50
people involved in church planting from a variety of
countries, mostly nations in Eastern Europe such as
Bulgaria, Serbia, Albania, Turkey, Macedonia, Romania
and Bosnia. Joining with these Europeans this year was
a team from California!

Reaching new height!

I had the privilege of speaking to this group every day
of the conference. It is a unique experience to be with
them. For example, one attendee could not stop crying
while describing what an overwhelming thrill it was to
be with so many others who love Jesus and desire to
serve Him. Some of these dear servants of God are comAnders and his toys
pletely isolated from other Christians as they seek to
make Christ known in difficult circumstances amid much opposition.
There were two special highlights of the CPLC for me this year. One was the closing
session, where the attendees divided into smaller groups to pray together and seek
God’s wisdom, power and guidance for one another as we went our separate ways to put into practice the principles learned during the conference.
Isobel at play

The other highlight was talking with the conference attendees, some of
whom spoke in broken English and others who spoke no English at all,
but who used translators to help communicate. They shared with me
how the teaching of God’s Word had impacted them. One participant
made a point of telling me that all his previous experiences with Americans had been negative, until this event. Many asked me to continue
praying for them as they face the hardships of ministering in places
where the opposition is strong and Christian fellowship is nonexistent.
The conference ended on
Friday, May 5.
Before 5:00 a.m. Saturday morning (that would be just
before 9:00 p.m. Friday evening here), I was at the Sofia
airport ready to board a plane to take me to Paris, where
I caught my connecting flight to take me home. I arrived
at MSP about 12:15 p.m., just in time to be with Shirley
Nyberg and her family before she went home to be with
the Lord forever!
Taking ministry seriously in prayer

Praying for one another
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Update From The Dunckels

F

irst of all, we would like to thank OCC for the faithful prayer and generous support you have shared with us over our years in Romania. We could not
do this alone, and God uses your encouragement and generosity in a powerful
way.
Secondly, we would like to answer some frequently asked questions (FAQ)
and let you know what God has been doing in Europe recently. We hope it
encourages you as you see God at work.

FAQ #1: What exactly is your job?

Joshua works on ReachGlobal’s Strategic Partnership Team exploring, developing and facilitating partnering relationships that will produce healthier
church leaders and more churches planted. Joshua helps coach, train and encourage ReachGlobal staff and partners in networking for maximum results.

FAQ #2: What does that look like in real life?

Joshua & Kara
This spring Joshua traveled to Prague to meet with some members of his team
and a group of businessmen who are investing in education for Eastern
European
church
(continued
on page
3) leaders. These businessmen
have sent numerous leaders to study at an American Christian college/graduate school before returning to ministry in
their home countries. The Reach Global Strategic Partnership Team on which Joshua serves sees the great value in the
education these leaders are receiving and, at these meetings, agreed to partner with the investors who are providing it
by following up with the leaders once they return to Europe. The team will provide clarity, coaching and connection to
resources for these leaders.
Fifteen years ago, we spent a year working with a missionary in the Czechia, about 40 miles outside of Prague. When
Joshua was heading to Prague for this meeting, it was the first time he had been back in 15 years, so he reached out to a
couple friends we had made during our time there. He shared a meal with one, attended a football match with another,
and visited the church we partnered with all those years ago, which has grown and thrived. What made these connections even more special was that one of them happened to be a graduate of the program mentioned above. So, when the
decision was made for his team to follow up with graduates, Joshua already had his first connection set up. God is so
good at scheduling, isn’t He? Joshua was able both to catch up with a friend, and to learn about his ministry and ministry context of the Czech church. Knowing this leader and his context leads to more effective connections as we work
for the health and multiplication of the Church in Europe.

FAQ #3: What about the rest of the family?

Kara, Noemi, Isobel, Anders and Annika don’t have
quite the travel schedule that Joshua does, but they
enjoy the rhythm of life in Bucharest. Kara homeschools Noemi and Isobel, and soon Anders will join
in the fun. Annika charms her family and everyone
she meets. Noemi has been excelling at afternoon
classes at the Bucharest Christian Academy. God is
providing a team of support for Isobel as she grows
up with SPD (Sensory Processing Disorder), which
comes with a unique set of physical and emotional
struggles. A Christian counselor has been seeing Isobel while she is on maternity leave from the school
where she works. Her maternity leave ends just as we
will be packing up to visit the U.S. next spring, so
again, God’s timing is perfect.
Anders, Joshua, Annika, Kara, Noemi and Isobel

(Continued on page 4)
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Update From the Dunckels (continued from page 3)
Prayer Requests:
 Wisdom in choosing which leaders and organizations to invest in as

a Strategic Partnership Team member and the best ways to add value
to their ministries.
 For ReachGlobal to effectively engage in ministry to refugees and
Muslims throughout Europe.
 Safety in upcoming travel for Joshua as well as the entire family

Praise:

A couple years ago we invited a young woman our friends were working
with into our home as a mother’s helper. She was starting over in life and
escaping a dangerous life trajectory. As time passed she became a great
blessing to our family, loving our kids well and lightening Kara’s work
load. After a few months, Kara listened with joy to the news of her faith in
Christ. Since then we have seen her grow and mature, and participate in
ministry alongside others. This week, while scheduling some time with
Noemi, she explained that she wasn’t free at a certain time each week because she was inviting girls from a local orphanage to her home for Bible
study and dinner. It is such a joy to see her take this leadership in pointing
others to Christ and showing hospitality. Her life is such a beautiful example of God’s ability to redeem and transform lives.

June Birthdays
June 12 - Deb Jacobe
June 14 - Micah DeCaro
June 17 - Amelia Horejsi
June 20 - Henry Jones
June 25 - Seth Beyersdorf
June 25 - Joshua Leslie

June 25 - Tammy Paulson
June 26 - Hannah Leslie
June 28 - Clara Jones
June 28 - Jeff Magler
June 28 - Doug Mueller
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OCC Song of the Month
Submitted by James DeCaro

Our song of the month for June is a paraphrase of Psalm 23.

My Shepherd Will Supply My Need

Psalm 23

My Shepherd will supply my need:
Jehovah is His name;
In pastures fresh He makes me feed,
Beside the living stream.
He brings my wandering spirit back
When I forsake His ways,
And leads me, for His mercy’s sake,
In paths of truth and grace.

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.
He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness
for His name's sake.
Even though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for You are with me;
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the
house of the Lord forever.

Lyrics by Isaac Watts
Traditional American melody from The Southern Harmony

When I walk through the shades of death
Thy presence is my stay;
One word of Thy supporting breath
Drives all my fears away.
Thy hand, in sight of all my foes,
Doth still my table spread;
My cup with blessings overflows,
Thine oil anoints my head.
The sure provisions of my God
Attend me all my days;
O may Thy house be my abode,
And all my work be praise.
There would I find a settled rest,
While others go and come;
No more a stranger, nor a guest,
But like a child at home.
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June Bible Reading
1

Ezekiel 9-12

2

Ezekiel 13-15

3

Ezekiel 16-17

4

Ezekiel 18-20

5

Ezekiel 21-22

6

Ezekiel 23-24

7

Ezekiel 25-27

8

Ezekiel 28-30

9

Ezekiel 31-33

10

Ezekiel 34-36

11

Ezekiel 37-39

12

Ezekiel 40-42

13

Ezekiel 43-45

14

Ezekiel 46-48

15

Hosea 1-7

16

Hosea 8-14

17

Joel

18

Amos 1-5

19

Amos 6-9

20

Obadiah, Jonah

21

Micah

22

Nahum, Habakkuk

23

Zephaniah, Haggai

24

Zechariah 1-7

25

Zechariah 8-14

26

Malachi

27

Psalms 1-8

28

Psalms 9-16

29

Psalms 17-20

30

Psalms 21-25

Daily Reading Program
Historical Plan

In this plan, the order of the
Old Testament readings is very similar
to Israel’s Hebrew Bible, progressing
from Law to Prophets to Writings.
The New Testament ordering is based
upon research regarding the order in
which the books were authored.
Although this research is not
conclusive, it may offer helpful
insights to your Bible reading.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

20

12:30 p.m. - Project Life 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
Ministry
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
6:00 p.m. - Women’s
Prayer
Ministry
Salad Supper

19

2:00 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

26

18

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through
Christ Life/Care Group

25

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - Taste and See Life/Care Grp.
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through
Christ Life/Care Group

Father’s Day

6:30 p.m. - Elders &
Deacons
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste and See Life/Care Grp.
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through

27

13

12

11

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer

28

21

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer

14

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer

6:30 p.m. - Missions
7:00 p.m. - Worship
Committee
Team
Meeting
Practice
7:00 p.m. - Deacons
Meeting

7

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through
Christ Life/Care Group

6

5

4

1 Corinthians 8:6

...yet for us there is one God, the Father,
from whom are all things and for whom we exist,
and one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom are all things and through whom we exist.

Sunday

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

29

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

22

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

15

12:30 p.m. - Project Life
Ministry
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Visual Arts
Committee

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s
Group

30

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s
Group
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Titus 2 Women’s/
Children’s Morning
Brown’s Creek Park

23

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s
Group

16

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s
Group
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Titus 2 Women’s/
Children’s Morning
Autumn Hills Park, OPH

9

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s
Group

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

8

2

Friday

1

Thursday

June 2017

9:30 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

24

17

10

3

Saturday
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New OCC Members
It is with great joy we welcome Levita Ayala Goeloe and Garrett Beaver into our covenant fellowship as the
newest members of Oakridge Community Church!

Levita Ayala Goeloe

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.
1 Corinthians 12:27

Garrett Beaver

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.

Oakridge
Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

