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Closing Thoughts
From Pastor Jim

T

his is my final Oakbridge article, since my resignation as your lead pastor takes
effect at the end of this month and in July I will begin a new phase of life and ministry
often called by the misnomer of retirement, for lack of a better term. Much thought has
gone into what I would want to say here, and it could easily turn into a book or a whole
series of books! However, let me give you the essence of what I trust you will remember, ponder and apply to your life as a result of my ministry to you over the years I have
been your lead pastor.
May you develop and embrace in all of life a foundational approach to life guided by the realities that
God Is (Exodus 3:14), God Has Spoken (Hebrews 1:1-2) and Christ Is All (Colossians 3:11). These are the
basic truths by which I have strived to live and minister, and which I have sought to inculcate into your
minds, praying that the Holy Spirit will drive them into your hearts. There is much more to be said about
each of these realities, as is evident by the fact that every message, every article, every piece of advice you
have heard from me is grounded in them.
As a result of these truths, may your life’s purpose be that which is found in 2 Corinthians 5:14-15—For
the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; and He died
for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on
their behalf. May this be driven by the goal expressed in Ephesians 3:20-21—Now to Him who is able to
do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to Him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
I cannot tell you how often I have prayed for you the prayer of Ephesians 1:17-23—that the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the
knowledge of Him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to
which He has called you, what are the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His great might
that He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the
heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. And He put all things under His feet and gave Him
as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
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Closing Thoughts (continued from page 1)
O, how I yearn to know this prayer is granted more fully every day in you, even though I will not be here to
enjoy watching it lived out! I desire this as the prelude to God granting a further request, that He would grant
you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man,
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may
be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know
the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God (Ephesians
3:16-19).
Few events would thrill me more in the next ten to twenty years than for me to hear periodically that Oakridge
Community Church is truly experiencing and moving forward in fulfillment of Christ’s purpose in giving His
“people-gifts” to His Church, namely for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up
of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a
mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery
of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects
into Him who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for
the building up of itself in love. (Ephesians 4:12-16).
With that, I desire with all my heart that The Lord bless you, and keep you; the Lord make His face shine on
you, and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up His countenance on you, and give you peace (Numbers 6:24-26).

Blest Be the Tie
Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above.
Before our Father’s throne
We pour our ardent prayers;
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
Our comforts and our cares.
We share our mutual woes,
Our mutual burdens bear;
And often for each other flows
The sympathizing tear.
When we asunder part,
It gives us inward pain;
But we shall still be joined in heart,
And hope to meet again.

John Fawcett, 1740-1817
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June Bible Reading
1
2
3
4
5
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Matthew 27
Matthew 28
Catch-up day
Catch-up day
Mark 1
Mark 2:1—3:6
Mark 3:7—4:34
Mark 4:35—6:6a
Mark 6:6b—8:21
Mark 8:22—9:29
Mark 9:30—10:45
Mark 10:46—11:26
Mark 11:27—12:40
Mark 12:41—13:37
Mark 14

Psalm 145
Psalm 146
Psalm 147
Psalm 148
Psalm 149
Psalm 150
Proverbs 1:1-7
Proverbs 1:8-33
Proverbs 2
Proverbs 3
Proverbs 4
Proverbs 5:1—6:19
Proverbs 6:20-35
Proverbs 7
Proverbs 8

Two-Year Bible Reading Plan
This Bible reading plan is designed to take you through
the Old and New Testaments in two years, and through
the Psalms and Proverbs four times during that period.

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
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Mark 15
Mark 16
Catch-up day
Catch-up day
Luke 1
Luke 2
Luke 3:1—4:13
Luke 4:14-44
Luke 5:1—6:11
Luke 6:12-49
Luke 7
Luke 8
Luke 9:1-50
Luke 9:51—11:13
Luke 11:14-54

Proverbs 9
Proverbs 10
Proverbs 11
Proverbs 12
Proverbs 13
Proverbs 14
Proverbs 15:1-29
Proverbs 15:30-33
Proverbs 16
Proverbs 17
Proverbs 18
Proverbs 19
Proverbs 20
Proverbs 21
Proverbs 22:1-16

Upcoming Events
Ladies Fellowship Luncheon
Saturday, June 8
LyNae Marshall’s Home

OCC ladies 6 years old and up are invited to join us in a
fellowship brunch on Saturday, June 8, at 10:00 a.m., at
LyNae Marshall’s home. Please sign up in the OCC foyer
if you plan to attend and to help bring items for the meal.
Questions? Contact LyNae Marshall.

Men’s Steakout

Saturday, June 22
4:30 p.m.
Victor Mancia’s Home
Bring something to grill and we will cook together,
eat together and enjoy Christian fellowship.
Sign up in the foyer if you will be attending
and to help bring side dishes for the meal.

Farewell Luncheon
Sunday, June 30
OCC Fellowship Hall

Our OCC church family will be partaking in a Farewell
Luncheon in honor of Pastor Jim and Jill on Sunday,
June 30, following our morning service. The luncheon
will be catered, so please sign up in the foyer so we can
get an accurate count of attendees.
Deadline to sign up is Sunday, June 23.
(Due to the Farewell Luncheon for the Odens, there
will not be a 5th Sunday Smorgasbord on June 30th!
Our next 5th Sunday Smorgasbord will be on Sunday,
September 29).
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Tuesday

Wednesday

19

17

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
11:45 a.m. - Farewell Luncheon(30th)
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See L/C Group (23rd)
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group (23rd)

23/30

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

24

25

18

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

26

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

6:30 p.m. - Elders & Deacons 7:00 p.m. - Worship
Meeting
Team
Practice

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

3:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting

12

10

9

11

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

5

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting
7:00 p.m. - Deacons Meeting

4

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

16

Thursday

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

27

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

20

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group
4:00 p.m. - Visual Arts
Committee
Meeting

13

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

6

Mark Altrogge

As you go, may you know the pow'r of grace—His very strength for what's to come.
As you leave, may you feel His mighty hand guiding your steps in the race you run.
May you go in the love of your Father God; may you go in the grace of Christ.
May you go in the power of the Spirit now—to bring Him glory with your life.

Monday

3

Sunday

June 2019

2
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8

1

Saturday

22

15

29
6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
9:30 a.m. - Worship
Men’s Group
Team
Practice

28

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
4:30 p.m. - Men’s
Men’s Group
Steakout

21

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s Group
1:00 p.m. - Options for
Women

14

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
10:00 a.m. - Ladies
Men’s Group
Fellowship
6:30 p.m. - Membership
Brunch
Matters
Class

7

Friday

June Birthdays
June 12 – Deb Jacobe
June 14 – Micah DeCaro
June 16 – Riley Butler
June 20 – Henry Jones
June 23 – Naomi Pietenpol
June 25 – Seth Beyersdorf
June 25 – Joshua Leslie
June 28 – Clara Jones
June 28 – Doug Mueller

Oakridge
Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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