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Intergenerational and Family-involved Worship
From Pastor Jim
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Purposeful and effective intergenerational, family-involved ministry is what we want at Oakridge
Community Church. Your leaders
are striving to be more effective in
that goal all the time. As I pointed
out in last month’s article, our desire for such ministry is vitally connected with
two of the core values we have gleaned from
the Word of God: 1) parental responsibility for
the training of children and 2) living out our
oneness in Christ in practical ways.
These core values and our desire to be more
purposeful and effective in this approach to
ministry at Oakridge has led us to the decision
to incorporate children ages 4 and up in the
entire 10:20 a.m. worship service at Oakridge.
This practice is quite easy to implement, in
that most of our families with children have
already been keeping their children with them
throughout the service! We hardly view this as
a change in direction, but rather as a formal
adoption of the direction toward which we
have been heading for some time.
There are practical implications of this approach that affect all of us. We will be addressing some of those implications in future
articles and discussions. However, again this
month it may be helpful for us to realize that
our thinking and our direction is shared by
many other churches seeking to be Biblical,
purposeful and effective in implementing intergenerational, family-involved ministry approaches.
Grace Fellowship Church of Toronto, Canada, has a similar desire as Oakridge, and I
shared their thinking with you in the June
Oakbridge so we could appreciate their perspective. Another helpful article your Elders
have considered on the subject was written by
Pastor Tom Ascol and published in the March,
2013, edition of Tabletalk magazine. His perspective is what I will share with you in this
article.

I count Tom as a friend and a man to
whom God has given good insight and
much wisdom. He is the senior pastor
of Grace Baptist Church in Cape Coral,
Florida, where he has ministered since
1986. I have had the privilege of
preaching and teaching in that body of
believers, of getting to know the Ascol family
and fellowshipping in their home. Tom is also
the executive director of Founders Ministries,
an organization seeking to be used of God in
bringing genuine reformation and revival to
churches.
Here’s what he has to say about intergenerational, family-involved ministry:
One Family Under God

by Tom Ascol
He was asking a question that I had heard
multiple times during my years as a pastor:
“Do you have children’s church?” This time,
instead of giving an extensive explanation for
our practice of not segregating our church
worship gatherings by ages, I decided to give a
brief and accurate yet intentionally provocative answer. Here’s how it went:
“Yes, we do. Every Sunday.”
“Great. Can you describe how it
is structured?”
“Sure. We have singing, prayer, Scripture
reading, giving, and teaching. We also observe
the Lord’s Supper monthly, and periodically
we observe baptism.”
“That sounds interesting. Are adults allowed to attend?”
“Absolutely! In fact, we encourage adults
to attend these worship services with
their children.”
My conscience wouldn’t let me leave this
young father with a false impression, so I went
on to explain that while we do have worship
for children, we do not have a separate worship service exclusively for them. Rather, our
worship, like our church, is designed for
all ages.
(Continued on page 2)
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Intergenerational and
Family-involved Worship (continued from page 1)
Granted, a church that is committed to ministering to people of all ages faces a daunting
challenge. In our day of specialization, it is
much easier to “target” ministry to those who
share a stage of life than to minister to people
whose ages are spread over several decades.
Perhaps that is why some have actually tried
to structure churches to do just that, resulting in
youth churches, student churches and seniorcitizen churches. What is even more common
is the intentional balkanization of churches into
self-contained, age-segregated ministries that at
best coexist within a local congregation. In this
model of ministry, it is possible that the only
place where grandparents, parents, and children
see each other at church gatherings is in the
parking lot.
The Bible recognizes that believers occupy a
wide range of life stages and that there are particular needs worth emphasizing for particular
age groups. We should note the ways the Bible
specifically instructs these groups. Adults, both
married (Eph. 5:22–33; 1 Peter 3:1–7) and single (1 Cor. 7:25–38; 1 Tim. 5:3-8), youth and
young adults (Eccl. 12:1; 2 Tim. 2:22), and
children (Eph. 6:1; Col. 3:20) are addressed
with respect to their ages.
A church that is given to an expositional ministry cannot ignore these and other agesensitive passages in Scripture. The real challenge arises at the point of application. How
can a church effectively minister to the needs
of all its members who span a wide range
of ages?
While I would never pretend that there is only
one set way—or even one best way—to answer
that question, there are certain biblical principles that must be observed as a church considers how to structure its energies for ministering
to all ages.
First, as already stated, the fact that the Bible
recognizes and addresses believers at different
stages of life should be considered as a church
plans its ministries. Everything from sermon
application to service opportunities should reflect this awareness. As a pastor, I know it is
easy to inadvertently build my sermon applica-
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tions around my own life circumstances. If the
apostles occasionally gave instruction to specific age groups in the churches they served, so
should I.
Second, a church must guard against establishing specific age-sensitive ministries that
unintentionally undermine the church as a family. Where ministry becomes so targeted that
the children never worship, pray, serve, or
study with the youth, who never do these
things with the adults, who in turn never do
them with the children, whatever good may be
accomplished comes at the expense of undermining the very nature of the church itself. The
consequences are spiritually devastating because opportunities to defer to the preferences
of others and sacrifice for their wellbeing are
avoided while a consumer mentality is promoted.
Finally, a church that ministers effectively to
all age groups will keep the gospel alone as the
foundation for church life and unity. Believers
of all ages must be taught that our union with
Christ, regardless of age, is what makes us one
body. A ten-year-old Christian has more in
common with an eighty-year-old Christian
than with ten-year-old unbelievers. Where this
is recognized and celebrated, real gospelcentered community thrives.
In the final analysis, our basic human need as
sinners trumps all other needs that are unique
to age and stage of life. That means that the
gospel is more important than any targeted
ministry. It also means that, though we should
work hard to communicate the gospel in understandable, age-appropriate ways, there is
only one message that people of every age
need. Above all, a church must master and
faithfully steward this message: “Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners” (1 Tim.
1:15).
The church that has this as its foundation and
overarching theme will demonstrate that it is
one body with “one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all
and through all and in all” (Eph. 4:5–6).
From Ligonier Ministries and R.C. Sproul. © Tabletalk magazine.
Website: www.ligonier.org/tabletalk.
Email: tabletalk@ligonier.org.
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Shaws Accept New Position
withSubmitted
WorldVenture
by Dan Parker
Marty and Denise Shaw are our missionary
focus for the month of July. The Shaws have
been with WorldVenture for over 30 years,
much of that time in Japan. During the past
few years they have provided leadership and
oversight for all of WorldVenture ministries
throughout Asia. The following is an excerpt
of an email they sent out detailing how the
Lord is directing them to accept another position within WorldVenture.
Dear Supporting Churches;
Life has a tendency to move in unanticipated
ways. God is in control, and it is a privilege to
be serving Him and to be in partnership with
you. This email is being sent to our partnering/supporting churches only.
Denise and I have been anticipating our
move to Hong Kong, but that has changed.
After returning home from the Good Friday
service here in Singapore I checked my email
before going to sleep, as you would be surprised how many missionaries write something
to me at that time of night. That night there
was an email from Jeff Denlinger, WorldVenture’s new President, which caught my attention. In short, he asked if I would be willing to
take on the role of Vice President of International Ministries at WorldVenture. This position oversees the global work of WorldVenture.
The next three weeks were very hard; in fact
this was one of the hardest decisions we have
had to wrestle with in our time with WorldVenture. During the next 3 weeks as we traveled within Asia we were also praying and
seeking what God would have us do. We love
Asia and most of our lives have been spent
here, but more than that we deeply love all the
WorldVenture people and national leaders in
Asia. God is moving in Asia, and it has been a
privilege to be a small part of that during the
past almost-10 years. Our relationship with
them is what has made this decision so very
difficult. The new position offers the opportunity to serve at the global level.

On Friday, April 19, we talked
with Jeff and let him know that we
would accept his invitation. I will
begin the new position on July 17.
We needed to relocate to the U.S.
and left Singapore on May 28. We
will continue to be on support
through the end of 2013.
This change can impact our long partnership
together. Denise and I have recognized the
critical role of prayer in the work we have
been involved in over the past 30 years in
Asia. One of the biggest concerns we have is
the possibility of losing your prayer support
for us. We desperately need that.
WorldVenture is putting a renewed emphasis
on the unengaged, unreached and unchurched
peoples of the world. Our work and leadership
in developing this emphasis will be central to
this new assignment. Our global involvement
will involve further research, working on developing partnerships, training, teaching on
missions and leading teams into new areas.
Please pray with us through this transition as
we will be praying for you. As you have questions please let us know. Look to the Lord and
his strength; seek his face daily.
How can you pray for us now?
We so desperately ask you to pray for the following needs:
 We sold all of our furniture in Singapore,
and gave away all electrical items, mostly
kitchen items, as the voltage is different.
We shipped a minimal amount of personal
items so will be starting over in many
ways.
 After 30 years+ in Asia moving to the
U.S. will be a huge transition.
 We will be learning about the global needs
and opportunities for missions. It has taken us 30 years to try and figure out Asia,
so the world should be a good challenge.
 Pray that God would provide continued
guidance and His Wisdom.
Your Missionaries,
Marty & Denise Shaw
WorldVenture
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Youth News
Submitted by Jeremy Misener
For the past 11 years we have taken a
day in June to invite families of our
youth ministry together to reflect on and
celebrate the previous year and look forward to the year to come. This gives us
an opportunity to recognize the accomplishment of graduating from high
school for any of the seniors of our
group, as well as to pray as a group for
their transition to a new stage in life.
I’ve always enjoyed running around outside enjoying the summer weather, playHolly M., Lilli, L., Sharon U., and Hannah L.
ing some yard games, and enjoying a
good barbeque with our youth and their
families. For the past couple of years we have
enjoyed this time out at Doug and Susan
Mueller’s home, playing volleyball, watching
Susan’s “Bible verse relay,” and seeing who
was the best at Cowboy Golf. We planned for a
similar-type day again this year, but after Susan
and I spoke on the Friday before the event, we
decided to make a last minute switch in our location to Oakridge in order to have more flexibility in the slight chance of rain. I later found
out that when I called Brian Utecht to inform
him about the change in location, he had the
Ryan M., Jonathan L., and Brian U.
following type of conversation going on in his
head, “Change of location? Don’t you realize
there’s only a 10% chance of rain? Don’t you think it’s a bit premature to make a total change in
location?” The response he actually gave me was, “Ok. We’ll see you tomorrow at Oakridge.”
He only told me his thoughts as we were grilling under some shelter at the church as the rain
was poring down. Thus his new nickname, “10%.”

Sienna S. and Susan M.
THE OAKBRIDGE

As you can see from the pictures,
we are grateful that we chose to
move the location of our end-of-theyear celebration to the church. Ryan
Matchinsky created a make- shift
indoor 4-square court, and Susan
created an art table in an attempt to
recruit some new talent for the Gospel Art Gallery. It was a great time
to celebrate all that God has blessed
us with this past year as a group.
We also want to thank all of you for
your prayers and support as well.
Blessings!
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Song of the Month
Submitted by James DeCaro
My Hope is Built on Nothing Less is a
song that clearly states the reason for the
hope we have: Christ is the solid rock on
whom our faith rests, and He is the only
sure foundation for life. Author Edward
Mote did not grow up knowing Jesus, and it
was not until he was 16 that he heard the
gospel and trusted Christ. He apprenticed
as a cabinet maker and worked in this trade
for more than three decades. It was during
this time (in 1834) that Mote penned the
words to a hymn that he first titled The Immutable Basis of a Sinner’s Hope. In case
you don’t have a dictionary handy, immutable means unable to be changed. What assurance we can have in Christ!
Mote had a career change in 1848 when he
accepted the Pastorate at Rehoboth

Baptist Church in West Sussex. In the
church’s history, it appears that the Lord
blessed Mote’s preaching considerably in his
26 years there. They recorded his dying
words, “Precious blood, precious blood, that
makes peace with God.” On a plaque at the
church is this inscription in memory of
Mote: “For 26 years the beloved pastor of
this church, preaching Jesus Christ and him
crucified, as all the sinner can need, and all
the saint can desire.”
The chorus of this song is based on the parable of the wise and foolish builders found in
Matthew 7:24-27. For those who hear
Christ’s words and put them into practice,
we can confidently sing “On Christ, the
Solid Rock I stand!”

The Original Text of the Song:

Nor earth, nor hell, my soul can move, I rest upon unchanging love;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, But wholly lean on Jesus' Name.
On Christ, the Solid Rock I stand, All other ground is sinking sand.
My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
'Midst all the hell I feel within, On His completed work I lean.
When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest upon unchanging grace;
In every rough and stormy gale, My anchor holds within the veil.
His oath, His covenant and His blood, Support me in the sinking flood;
When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay.
I trust His righteous character, His counsel, promise and His power;
His honour and His Name's at stake, To save me from the burning lake.
When I shall launch in worlds unseen, O may I then be found in Him,
Dressed in His righteousness alone, Faultless to stand before the throne.
Sources:
Hymn Stories (http://articles.ochristian.com/article6027.shtml)
Rehoboth Baptist Church (http://www.rehoboth.org.uk/)
THE OAKBRIDGE
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July Bible Reading
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Psalms 26-31
Psalms 32-35
Psalms 36-39
Psalms 40-45
Psalms 46-50
Psalms 51-57
Psalms 58-65
Psalms 66-69
Psalms 70-73
Psalms 74-77
Psalms 78-79
Psalms 80-85
Psalms 86-89
Psalms 90-95
Psalms 96-102
Psalms 103-105
Psalms 106-107
Psalms 108-114
Psalms 115-118
Psalm 119
Psalms 120-125
Psalms 126-132
Psalms 133-139
Psalms 140-145
Psalms 146-150
Proverbs 1-3
Proverbs 4-6
Proverbs 7-9
Proverbs 10-12
Proverbs 13-15
Proverbs 16-18

July Birthdays
July 5 - Eric Runk
July 8 - Wendy Hood
July 11 - Dick Magler
July 12 - Dale Gruber
THE OAKBRIDGE

July 12 - Jody Olsen
July 14 - Teri Anderson
July 20 - Ellie Misener

This year the order of the Old
Testament readings is similar
to Israel’s Hebrew Bible. The
New Testament readings are
based upon non-conclusive
research regarding the order
in which the books were
authored.

A wise man will hear
and increase
in learning.
And a man of
understanding will
acquire wise counsel.
Proverbs 1:5

2

Tuesday

30
7:00 p.m. - Women’s
Book
Discussion

15

5:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting
6:30 p.m. - Piecemakers

22

5:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting

29

5:00 p.m. - Elders & Wives
Meeting

14

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

21

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
10:20 a.m. - Worship

28

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

10:30 a.m. - Titus 2
Mom’s
Group

23

16

5:00 p.m. - Elders and Deacons 10:30 a.m. - Titus 2
Meeting
Mom’s
Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:00 p.m. - Youth Planning
Meeting

9

8

4:30 p.m. - Elders Meeting
7:00 p.m. - Worship
6:30 p.m. - Piecemakers
Team
7:00 p.m. - Missions Committee
Practice
Meeting

1

Monday

7

Sunday

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Study

31

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Study

24

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Study

17

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Study

10

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Study

3

Wednesday
Independence
Day

26

6:00 p.m. - Friday
Night
Light

19

12

5

Friday

27

9:00 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

20

6:00 p.m. - Men’s
Steakout
at Jeff
Magler’s

13

6

Saturday

Matthew 5:16

Let your light shine before men in such a
way that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father who is in heaven.

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

25

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

18

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

11

4

Thursday

July 2013
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Proclaim!

Submitted by Jonathan Leslie

W

e are currently testing and evaluating new presentation software (the program that projects
the songs and verses on the screen) on Sunday mornings—a program called Proclaim. We
believe the new software has some advantages over what we have been using. It is more
“user friendly,” making it easier to train new volunteers how to use it. It allows multiple
people to work on presentations from their own computers. Proclaim also offers the ability to interact with
an Apple or Android mobile device. For instance, Proclaim allows a worshiper to follow the Scripture references from the sermon, take notes, and have upcoming church events transferred to his calendar—all on
his Apple or Android phone.
All these technological features can be beneficial. However, they aren’t the only considerations in the
decision of whether or not to switch programs. That’s why we want to make you aware of this trial period,
invite you to take advantage of it and give us your feedback. We especially encourage those of you with
Apple or Android mobile devices to try it out. Connect to our WiFi network, “OCC-guest” (password is
“guest”), download Logos Bible from your App Store, tap “yes” to turn on location services, and then in
the App Settings set “Follow Presentations” to “On.”
For anyone interested in learning more about how this works and how to set it up on your device, Pastor
Jonathan will offer a short training session at the front of the sanctuary after the worship service on July 7.

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY
CHURCH

610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We’re on the Web!
www.oakridgecommunity.org

