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Is Jesus a Ticket to Heaven?
From Pastor Jim

Several times in recent months I have heard someone (not in Oakridge) say, “Jesus is your ticket to heaven.” For some
reason hearing it put that way did not sit well with me, so I have spent some time thinking through why it bothered me
and whether my being bothered was a proper response.
Is Jesus a “ticket to heaven”? There is a sense in which that question can be answered with a “Yes” response. A ticket in
our economy is a certificate attesting that the bearer of it or the person whose name is on it has the right to board the
plane, the train, the bus, or to enter the museum, the concert, the program. If I have received a ticket with my name on it,
that ticket entitles me to enjoy the benefits of the event for which the ticket has been issued.
With that in mind, I look at John 1:12-13 and see some correlation as I read, “But as many as received Him, to them He
gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor of
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.” If I have received a ticket, I have the rights and privileges represented by that ticket. If I have received Jesus Christ by faith as a result of being born from above, I have the right to be a
child of God with all the privileges that involves.
This being the case, why should it bother me to hear someone talk about Jesus being a ticket to heaven? As I asked myself that question, I realized there were two reasons for my discomfort at hearing it put this way.
The first reason is that John 1:12-13 does not say, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to get into
heaven.” It says, “… to them He gave the right to become children of God.” The privilege of being a child of God is
much richer, vastly fuller than the opportunity to be in a place called heaven. Being a child of God involves bearing His
name. Being a child of God means He is reconciled to me, having forgiven me, cleansed me and credited to me the perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ. Being a child of God means I have the obligation, the opportunity and the ability by
the power of the Holy Spirit to be like Him—to reflect His character for His glory. Being a child of God means I am an
heir of God and a fellow heir with Jesus Christ—a sharer in all that rightly belongs to Him, which is everything!
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Being a child of God is a present reality, while going to heaven is a future hope.
Being a child of God powerfully informs me about how I must live today, while
the idea of having a ticket to heaven is much too often used as an excuse to live
for oneself now with the expectation of being eternity-oriented only after one
gets to the final destination.
This leads me to the second reason why hearing Jesus discussed as a “ticket to
heaven” grates. Never yet have I heard someone talk about Jesus as a “ticket to
heaven” proceed to explain who this Jesus is and therefore what receiving Him
truly means. Rather, every time I have heard the phrase used, the idea and emphasis set forth has been a blatant easy-believism that paints a picture of “just
agree to let Jesus take you to heaven and you are good with God.”
(continued on page 3)
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Missions Focus for July
Beginning this month and continuing through August, the Missions Committee will again utilize the Sunday
school hour to allow you to hear from our missionaries. Our desire is twofold; first, to give the missionaries
an opportunity to share what is happening in their lives and ministries and second, to help the congregation
have a better understanding of what is involved in ministering in various parts of the world.
Below is the schedule of the missionaries we’ll hear from in July.

July 9
Information about this missionary is being omitted in
our online newsletter for security reasons.

July 16
Jonathan & Lilli Leslie
God has called Jonathan and
Lilli to serve missionary
families in East Africa with
Africa Inland Mission
(AIM). They are serving at
Rift Valley Academy, a
boarding school for around 500 missionary kids in
Kijabe, Kenya, which is approximately one hour from
the capital city of Nairobi. Jonathan is the staff chaplain and Lilli is one of the student health nurses. They
are both grateful for the opportunity to influence the
lives of the students there.

July 23
Information about this missionary family is being
omitted in our online newsletter for security reasons.

July 30

Ryan & Deb Wyss

Prior to moving back to
Minnesota in 2013 to address their daughter Elena’s
health concerns, Ryan and
Deb served in North Asia,
ministering to a minority
people group. Ryan is working full-time for their sending agency, The Evangelical
Alliance Mission (TEAM),
as Director of Appointees.
This involves mentoring those who are preparing to
leave for the mission field and overseeing others
who are also coaching missionaries in training. They
are unsure of what God has in store for their family,
but they are confident He has them here at Oakridge
for this season of life. Deb assists Ryan with maintaining communication with various groups and
organizations.
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Is Jesus a Ticket to Heaven?
(continued from page 1)

Is that what constitutes saving faith according to Biblical teaching? Is saving faith merely a mental assent to the facts of
the gospel? Is saving faith a matter of giving Jesus permission to save me? We must definitely and emphatically answer,
“No.”
For starters, saving faith is inseparable from repentance. This was reflected in the teaching of the prophets, the preaching
of John the Baptist, the preaching of Jesus Christ and the teaching and preaching of the apostles. Repentance does not
allow for easy-believism.
Further, Jesus Himself strongly and forcefully abolishes the possibility of easy-believism in His teaching. He declares,
“If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me. For whoever
wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it” (LK 9:23-24).
He proclaims, “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers
and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple” (LK 14:26). He mandates, “So therefore, any one of
you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be My disciple” (LK 14:33).
The Jesus who is received in John 1:12-13 is received as one’s only hope for salvation from sin’s penalty, sin’s power
and ultimately from sin’s presence. That’s why He is called Savior. However, His deliverance of His people is also a
deliverance from living for self (2 Corinthians 5:15). Receiving Him involves accepting the responsibility along with the
power to live no longer for self, but rather for Him—doing His will in His way by His strength.
The Jesus who is received in John 1:12-13 is received as one’s Lord, or He is not truly received. Otherwise, Romans
10:9 has no meaning or truth in it, for there we are told “… that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved;…”
If Jesus is called a ticket to heaven without truths such as these being proclaimed and explained at the same time, hearers are bound to get a wrong understanding that is nothing but extreme danger to their souls. Our desire for people to
enter the kingdom of heaven must never overrule the need to fully and accurately proclaim what trusting in the Lord
Jesus Christ means.

July Birthdays
July 8 - Wendy Hood
July 11 - Dick Magler
July 12 - Dale Gruber
July 14 - Teri Anderson
July 17 - Deb Wyss
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July Bible Reading
1

Psalms 26-31

2

Psalms 32-35

3

Psalms 36-39

4

Psalms 40-45

5

Psalms 46-50

6

Psalms 51-57

7

Psalms 58-65

8

Psalms 66-69

9

Psalms 70-73

10

Psalms 74-77

11

Psalms 78-79

12

Psalms 80-85

13

Psalms 86-89

14

Psalms 90-95

15

Psalms 96-102

16 Psalms 103-105
17 Psalms 106-107

Daily Reading Program
Historical Plan

In this plan, the order of the
Old Testament readings is very similar
to Israel’s Hebrew Bible, progressing
from Law to Prophets to Writings.
The New Testament ordering is based
upon research regarding the order in
which the books were authored.
Although this research is not
conclusive, it may offer helpful
insights to your Bible reading.

18 Psalms 108-114
19 Psalms 115-118
20 Psalm 119
21 Psalm 120-125
22 Psalm 126-132
23 Psalms 133-139
24 Psalms 140-145
25 Psalms 146-150
26 Proverbs 1-3
27 Proverbs 4-6
28 Proverbs 7-9
29 Proverbs 10-12
30 Proverbs 13-15
31 Proverbs 16-18

New OCC Members
David Chanski and Emily Mathiowetz are being presented to the congregation on July 9 for acceptance into
our covenant fellowship at Oakridge Community Church!

Now you are the body of Christ and
individually members of it.
1 Corinthians 12:27

David Chanski

Emily Mathiowetz

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

10:30 a.m. - Project Life 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
Ministry
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer

6:30 p.m. - Elders &
Deacons
Meeting

17
2:00 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

24/31

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Focus on Missions
10:20 a.m. - Worship
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Grp.
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through
Christ Life/Care Group

16

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Focus on Missions
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through
Christ Life/Care Group

23/30

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Focus on Missions
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Grp. (23rd)
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through
Christ Life/Care Group

18

10

9

25

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer

7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

14

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group 6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s
Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer

28

27

21

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Men’s
Life/Care Group
Group
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Titus 2 Women’s/
Children’s Morning
at Brekke Park

20

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Life/Care Group
Men’s
Group

13

7

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
12:30 p.m. - Project Life
Men’s
Ministry
Group
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Life/Care Group
Titus 2 Women’s/
Children’s Morning
at Washington Sq. Park

6

26

19

12

11

Church Office
Closed

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer

5

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting

Independence
Day

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Focus on Missions
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through
Christ Life/Care Group

4

3

2

For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name
which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow,
of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue
will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:9-11

Sunday

July 2017

9:30 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

29

22

15

8

1

Saturday
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OCC Song of the Month
Submitted by James DeCaro

There are certain things we all want—life, love, peace, and prosperity, to name a few. Some even say our country grants
these things to us, but the pursuit of these things is (to borrow from Ecclesiastes) vanity. People often seek life without
going to the life-giver. Many run after love without becoming acquainted with love Himself. Peace is pursued without
any hope, and nearly all of us struggle with things, always wanting more or being consumed by what we have. These are
the issues that our July song-of-the-month addresses.
How can we have joy and peace? Only in Christ, and by knowing Him. Seeking them apart from Him is fruitless. How
can we have rest and comfort? Only in the arms of our Savior. Where is there lasting pleasure? In knowing and doing the
will of our heavenly Father. As is said in Ephesians 1:3, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places”.
So, let us pursue Christ and find in Him everlasting love, joy, peace, and many blessings besides!

O Christ, in Thee My Soul
O Christ, in Thee my soul hath found,
and found in Thee alone,
the peace, the joy I sought so long,
the bliss till now unknown.
Refrain
Now none but Christ can satisfy,
none other name for me!
There's love and life and lasting joy,
Christ Jesus, found in Thee.

I sighed for rest and happiness,
I yearned for them, not Thee;
but while I passed my Savior by
His love laid hold on me.
I tried the broken cisterns, ah!
But how the waters failed;
even as I stooped to drink, they fled
and mocked me as I wailed.
The pleasures lost I sadly mourned,
but never wept for Thee
till grace the sightless eyes received
Thy loveliness to see.

Oakridge
Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

