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Free Indeed!
From Pastor Jim

W

hy did Jesus die for us?

The usual answer is something on the order of “Jesus died to save us from our sin. Jesus died to give salvation
to people who are lost and dead in sin.”
Praise the Lord, this answer is wonderful, precious, life-giving gospel truth! It is truth in which we delight if we
are among those whom He has saved. It is truth that heartens any sinner who has come to the end of himself and
desires to be free from the bondage of sin.
But what does this mean, to be saved from sin? We constantly need to ask that question and to dig deeper and
deeper into the teachings of the Word of God which explain the answers to it.
Often when people talk about being saved from sin, they are referring to rescue from the penalty of sin. This
aspect of salvation is triumphantly declared in Scriptures such as Romans 8:1, telling us that “there is now no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” Christ’s sheep are exempt from the condemnation we deserve—exempt, not because of anything we have done or because of any worthiness in us, but because Jesus
was condemned in our place. Our just verdict of guilt and fitting sentence of death were transferred to Him on
the cross, where He paid our penalty in full. Jesus, and only Jesus, saves us from the condemnation of sin we
deserve.
However, there is more to salvation in Jesus Christ than no condemnation. The deliverance we have in Him is
also freedom from sin’s power in our daily lives. This aspect of salvation is a vital part of God’s New Covenant
promise (Ezekiel 36:27). It is also a major theme of the New Testament. It is what Jesus taught, as related in
John 8:34-36. The letters of the apostle Paul explain and emphasize this truth. His explanation of this reality in
Romans 6 makes clear that deliverance from sin’s power is a core gospel truth. Peter, James, John, Jude and the
writer of the letter to the Hebrews all base their teachings in the fact that when Jesus saves a person, that person
is saved from the power of sin and expected to live like it.
What does deliverance from the power of sin look like in daily life? We often think of it as stopping certain activities and habits which characterized us before we were saved. The truly saved person stops sexual immorality, stops stealing, stops getting drunk, stops worshiping idols, stops using foul language, etc. This is a valid perspective for which the Lord is
to be thanked and praised. Scriptures such as 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 and
Galatians 5:19-21 are clear in teaching us this facet of deliverance from
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However, those passages along with others also make it clear that our
deliverance from the power of sin goes beyond activities and habits and
speech. Freedom from the power of sin extends to motives and attitudes.
In fact, I suggest that this is the aspect of freedom from sin’s power
which most clearly and definitely distinguishes the genuinely saved follower of Jesus Christ from the world—including distinction from those
who are highly religious and know all the right things to say and do, but
are still lost in sin.
(Continued on page 2)

From Pastor Jim (continued from page 1)
My reason for suggesting this is because I have seen many people make big changes in their lives without ever
trusting and following Jesus Christ. Many people, some religious and some not, have stopped practicing sexual
immorality for a wide variety of reasons. Many people, some religious and some not, have stopped getting drunk
and have lived in sobriety for years. Many people, some religious and some not, have cleaned up their language.
Many people have stopped sinful practices or habits, but they are still slaves of sin. In fact, their very reasons for
stopping their sinful activities evidence the fact that they are still slaves of sin!
Why do I say this? In part, because of how 2 Corinthians 5:15 describes true deliverance from the power of sin,
telling us that Christ in love died for all who died in Him “… so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf.” One key purpose, and therefore one key accomplishment of Jesus’ sacrificial death on Calvary was to free those who are His to live for Him rather than for themselves.
Without Jesus’ death, every human being would remain a slave to self-centered living. All who continue an immoral lifestyle are obviously doing so for what they think they are getting out of it. But apart from Jesus’ death,
all who stopped practicing sexual immorality would be doing so for their own sakes rather than for the Lord’s
sake. They would be doing so out of the desire to avoid sexually-transmitted diseases or because they don’t want
to risk emotional pain or because they want more relational security—but they would not be doing so for the glory
of Jesus Christ.
Apart from Jesus’ death, all who stop getting drunk would be doing so for their own sake. Some would stop because they want to live longer. Others would stop because of the expense. Others would stop because they do not
want to embarrass themselves any longer. However, it is only Jesus’ death on behalf of His people that frees them
to stop drinking in order to honor Him as Savior and Lord.
Apart from Jesus’ death, all who stop using foul language would be doing so only for their own sake. Some would
stop using foul language in order to avoid offending potential clients and customers. Others would stop using foul
language because they want to impress people with how they have “cleaned up their act.” However, it is only
Jesus’ death on behalf of His people that frees them to stop using foul language and replace it with speech filled
with grace and God-honoring praise for the glory of the Lord.
The incomprehensible love which led Jesus to the cross is a love which compels all those for whom He died and
rose from the dead to live for Him. This response to Jesus’ love is a most appropriate response. How could we do
anything but live for Him who gave Himself for us?
This response to Jesus’ love is also an intentional response. When we grasp just a little of the extent of Jesus love
for us, we will purposefully and joyfully stop immoral activity for His sake. When we fathom even a small degree
of His love for us, we will choose to live purely with His glory and His testimony as our highest motive.
When we comprehend the love of Jesus even a little, we will not only stop getting drunk or using foul language or
gossiping or throwing temper tantrums. When we realize what He has done for us in love, we will drink water and
milk and orange juice for His glory, speak words of grace and wisdom and kindness and correction to honor Him,
refuse to gossip for His sake, and exercise self-control and patience in order for His name to be exalted. We will
go to bed not merely because we are tired, but so we will have the energy to serve Him the next day. We will get
up in the morning, not just because there are tasks that need to be done, but because we can complete those tasks
in His name and for His honor.
This is what it means to be saved from sin’s power. The salvation Jesus effects is a salvation that frees us from the
chains of self-centeredness and frees us to live for His glory. The freedom from sin for which Jesus died is a freedom to do what mankind was originally created to do but since Eden has been completely incapable of doing in
himself—the freedom to purposefully live all of life for the glory of God. Free indeed!
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Focus on Missions
Our summer Focus on Missions this year will include a variety of
presentations. Some of them will be live reports from several of our
own missionaries, as well as a Skype conversation with the Schneider
family as they check in with us from their ministry location. In addition,
our own Missions Committee will be leading and facilitating some of the
sessions—all designed to help us become more aware of God’s heart for
missions, Scriptural teaching about missions, and the lives and ministries
of several of those whom we have the privilege of supporting, encouraging and helping as they take the gospel of Jesus Christ to the farther
reaches of the globe.
Here is the schedule for the coming weeks of missions presentations in July:
July 1 – God’s Heart for Missions (Pastor Jim)
July 8 – Scripture exploration in groups (Ryan Wyss)
July 15 – Joshua & Kara Dunckel presentation
July 22 – Scripture exploration in groups (Mike Jacobe)
July 29 – David Schneider family conversation via Skype

July Birthdays

July 8
July 11
July 14
July 17

- Wendy Hood
- Dick Magler
- Teri Anderson
- Deb Wyss
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July Bible Reading
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1

2 Samuel 17-18

Proverbs 28

2

2 Samuel 19-20

Proverbs 29

3

2 Samuel 21

Proverbs 30

4

2 Samuel 22:1–23:7

Proverbs 31:1-9

5

2 Samuel 23:8-39

Proverbs 10-31

6

2 Samuel 24

Psalm 1

7

Catch-up day

Psalm 2

8

Catch-up day

Psalm 3

9

1 Kings 1-2

Psalm 4

10

1 Kings 3-4

Psalm 5

11

1 Kings 5-6

Psalm 6

12

1 Kings 7

Psalm 7

13

1 Kings 8-9

Psalm 8

14

1 Kings 10-11

Psalm 9

15

1 Kings 12-13

Psalm 10

16

1 Kings 14

Psalm 11

17

1 Kings 15:1–16:20

Psalm 12

18
19

1 Kings 16:21–17:24 Psalm 13
1 Kings 18-19
Psalm 14

20

1 Kings 20-21

Psalm 15

21

1 Kings 22

Psalm 16

22

Catch-up day

Psalm 17

23

Catch-up day

Psalm 18

24

2 Kings 1-2

Psalm 19

25

2 Kings 3-4

Psalm 20

26

2 Kings 5-6

Psalm 21

27

2 Kings 7-8

Psalm 22

28

2 Kings 9-10

Psalm 23

29

2 Kings 11-12

Psalm 24

30

2 Kings 13-14

Psalm 25

31

2 Kings 15-16

Psalm 26

Two-Year Bible
Reading Plan
This Bible reading plan is
designed to take you
through the Old and New
Testaments in two years,
and through the Psalms
and Proverbs four times
during that period.

July Calendar
For in hope we have been saved,
but hope that is seen is not hope;
for who hopes for what he already sees?
But if we hope for what we do not see,
with perseverance we wait eagerly for it.

Romans 8:24-25

Sunday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Focus on Missions
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ
Life/Care Group

Monday

3:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting

15

16

Sunday

1

Monday

2

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Focus on Missions
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ
Life/Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Deacons Meeting

Thursday

5

Friday

6

Independence Day
Church Office Closed

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Focus on Missions
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Service
12:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC Life/Care Group

8:00 a.m. - Control Girl Study
6:30 p.m. - Missions Committee Meeting
7:00 p.m. - Worship Team Practice
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Thursday

12

Friday

13

Saturday

14

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting

21

Sunday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Focus on Missions
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC Life/Care Group
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Tuesday
Wednesday

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Men’s Book Study

Monday

6:30 p.m. - Elders & Deacons Meeting

10

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer

Saturday

22

Monday

9

Thursday

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting

7

8

18

20

Saturday
Sunday

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

Friday

3

4

17

19

Tuesday
Wednesday

Tuesday

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
10:00 a.m. - Control Girl Study
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Visual Arts Committee Meeting
6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting

Tuesday

24

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

25

Thursday

26

Friday

27

Saturday

28

Sunday

29

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group
6:30 a.m. - Men’s Book Study
8:00 a.m. - Men’s Book Study
9:30 a.m. - Worship Team Practice
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Focus on Missions
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
3:30 p.m. - Boutwells Sunday Service

Monday

30

Tuesday

31
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How Sweet and Aweful Is the Place Song of the Month

Submitted by James DeCaro

A

common thought among
believers is, “Why me, Lord?” In
fact, we have probably all asked ourselves this question about others, as
well! When we gather together, enjoying the blessings God has provided, we should marvel that God has
drawn us to him. We should be
filled with thanks and wonder that
God called us out of sin and has
made us alive in Christ. It is in these
ways that our gatherings as believers
should be aweful—filled with awe,
saturated with amazement at who
God is and what He has done.
Our time together with believers
should also be sweet. We should
relish the opportunity to worship
Christ, to feast on Him, coming to
Jesus that we might never hunger.
And as we enjoy the sweetness of
Christian fellowship and meditate on
the love of God, we should pray to
God, asking that He would send us
out with the gospel to bring home
the full number of His people. What
a day we look forward to when we
can sing of God’s redeeming grace
together!

How sweet and aweful is the place
with Christ within the doors,
while everlasting love displays
the choicest of her stores.
While all our hearts and all our songs
join to admire the feast,
each of us cries, with thankful tongue,
"Lord, why was I a guest?
"Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
and enter while there's room,
when thousands make a wretched choice,
and rather starve than come?”
“Twas the same love that spread the feast
that sweetly drew us in;
else we had still refused to taste,
and perished in our sin.
Pity the nations, O our God,
constrain the earth to come;
send Thy victorious Word abroad,
and bring the strangers home.
We long to see Thy churches full,
that all the chosen race
may, with one voice and heart and soul,
sing Thy redeeming grace.
Isaac Watts, 1707

Oakridge
Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

6

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

