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To All Generations
From Pastor Jim
So we Your people and the sheep of Your
pasture will give thanks to You forever; to all
generations we will tell of Your praise.
Psalm 79:13
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I love seeing intergenerational body life and
ministry taking place at Oakridge Community
Church—and it definitely is taking place! For
example, it takes place at our Wednesday
evening prayer meetings. We gather for these
meetings at 6:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room,
and among those who attend are James
DeCaro along with sons Micah (age 4) and
Fisher (age 2). I feel bad for James—Micah
and Fisher are greeted excitedly and with big
smiles when they enter the room, but hardly
anyone notices the presence of their father!
While Fisher scopes out the situation, Micah
usually enters into eager conversation with
some of the adults present, some of whom are
old enough to be his grandparents and some of
whom could easily be his great-grandparents!
The boys sit quietly during the opening
minutes of the hour, while I present a brief
meditation from Scripture and the group
shares items for prayer. When it seems an appropriate time, I say something to the effect of
“Let’s pray.” An enthusiastic echo is heard
from Fisher, “Let’s pray!”
No one expects the boys to sit completely
still with their eyes closed during the time of
prayer. In fact, they come prepared for that
time with a backpack of books that they “read”
while the adults pray. Micah has learned to
“read” quietly. Fisher, on the other hand,
sometimes gets so caught up in the pictures at
which he is looking and where they take his
imagination that he can’t contain himself. He
doesn’t realize that his “whispers” are more
like quiet shouts!
Micah is Micah and Fisher is Fisher. They
are two very different young boys with two
very different personalities. However, those

who have been coming
to the prayer meeting for
any length of time
remember that, when it was only Micah that
came with James, he used to “whisper” quite
loudly too! We have no doubt that Fisher will
learn, just like Micah has.
However, learning to be quiet during prayer
time is not the only training these boys receive. As they sit in with the adults and hear
us pray, they are learning many concepts that
are even more important than how to be quiet.
They are learning, among many other things:
 That it isn’t only their parents who think
prayer is important, but that there are
other adults who take prayer seriously
 That God cares about every area and
every aspect of the lives of His people,
such that we can take everything to Him
in prayer
 That prayer involves praising God, confession of sin, interceding to the Lord
for others, offering thanksgiving to Him,
pleading with Him to save souls—they
hear it all
 That acknowledging our weakness and
letting it move us to depend on God is a
wonderful thing
 That we really love and care for one another as fellow-members of the body of
Christ
 That the glory of God is the ultimate
purpose and goal in prayer, as well as in
every other aspect of the Christian life
I usually pray last, so that everyone can
know when our time of prayer is ending. Since
I love the reminder that our only basis for approaching God in prayer is the blood of Jesus
Christ and the fact that He intercedes for us, I
normally close my prayer with “in Jesus’
name, Amen.” Again, there is a clear echo
coming from Fisher, “Amen!” Granted, he is
(Continued on page 8)
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Youth News

Submitted by Jeremy Misener
This month I wanted to highlight one of my favorite ministries at Oakridge (and yes, I am a bit biased). I love it for a number of reasons, but one reason is because of how easy it is. It doesn’t take a
special degree; it doesn’t take a lot of planning; it doesn’t take a life-altering amount of commitment.
It is just a Christian family opening up their home and their lives to another family. It has a huge positive impact on numerous levels.
Last year as I met with Jim and Jonathan for one of our meetings, I expressed the desire to have
more opportunities to regularly meet with the youth and the parents together. From that came what is
now known as Friday Night Light, a once-a-month meeting where we share a meal together, worship
through song, pray and learn about God from His Word. Our youth had expressed a desire to share
this time and have conversations with their parents without “their lovely brothers and sisters sweetly
distracting them” (my re-interpretation). This created a potential problem for those parents and/or a
single parent with children too young to stay home alone during this time. In order to attend, they
would need to either have a parent stay home or pay for someone to watch their younger children.
So last July we asked if anyone in our church body would be willing to open their home once a
month to a family by providing a meal and just hanging out with their younger children for the night.
James and Stacy DeCaro and Jeremy and Jada Stout both approached me with a willingness to help
out. James and Stacy agreed to open up their home to Riley and Amelia Horejsi, and Jeremy and Jada
opened up their home to Josh and Sophia Leslie.
There are gospel messages being communicated all over in this simple act. As I mentioned above,
there are many reasons why I love this ministry, but here are a few:
 It provides an opportunity for parents and youth to come together once a month for the purpose of
praying, worshiping, and discussing life in light of God’s Word.
 It communicates to these parents that they are loved by others in the church.
 It communicates to these youth that they are loved by others in the church.
 It communicates to the younger children (even if they may not totally connect the dots at this
young age) that there are people in the church that want to invest in their lives.
 It models to the DeCaro and Stout children what Christian ministry looks like, as well as providing a context for them to be a part of the ministry themselves.
 It provides an opportunity for the younger children to have their lives opened up to other Christians. My hope and prayer is that this will lead to long-lasting Christian discipleship and mentoring opportunities.
 There is ministry happening to the families of the youth on multiple levels at the same time. For
example, both the DeCaros and Stouts expressed their own joy of being able not only to get to
know these families and their children better, but also know that they were having an impact on
the lives of parents and youth as they played checkers and carved pumpkins in their own homes.
 It provides a context where potential friendships can be developed and built upon among the parents and children of these families.
 It provides the potential to have ongoing “informal” ministry happen as these relationships continue to grow.
I could go on and on, but I’m sure this is more than enough for you begin to understand why I get
so excited about this ministry. I know that the Horejsis and Leslies have expressed to me how grateful
they are for the Stout’s and DeCaro’s ministry to their families. They have also mentioned that the
Stouts and DeCaros sometimes did too good a job, because their younger kids would be disappointed
that they had to go home and would continue to ask when the next Friday Night Light was so that
they could go back! ☺
On behalf of all the youth and their families, I thank Jeremy, Jada, Jaya, Ty, James, Stacy, Micah,
Fisher and Thaddeus for serving and supporting the youth ministry at Oakridge this past year. We
really appreciate it!
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Greg and
Melanie Hess
Submitted by Dan Parker

fter serving with MARC for the past
several years in Soldotna, Alaska,
Greg and Melanie Hess have completed the
transition to becoming full-time staff at SOAR
Ministries in Kenai, Alaska. SOAR is located
just a few miles from Soldotna, so this transition has not required a physical move. While
continuing to use Greg’s aviation and maintenance skills, Greg and Melanie are excited to
make this transition to SOAR because it allows them to be more personally involved in
front-line ministry. The following is a report
of Greg’s recent trip to Russia and their plans
for this summer.
During the Russian Orthodox Easter holidays in May, Greg made his first trip to Russia
for the Baskets of Hope distribution. Similar to
the Stuff-a-Stocking project, the Baskets of
Hope is a ministry to Russian orphan children
which brings gifts – but most of all brings the
hope of the Gospel to kids who might not have
any other opportunity to hear of Christ or see
the Scriptures.

accompanied by members of churches in Moscow, Ryazan, and St. Petersburg. The SOAR
team was very busy distributing 630 baskets in
8 different orphanages. The project continued
into early June as Dick Page, SOAR’s director, took a southern route and distributed baskets through churches in Sochi, Russia, and
into neighboring war-torn Abkhazia.

G.J., who speaks Russian fluently, and Greg
greet a Russian congregation at a Sunday Service

Hannah Travels to Russia!
Hannah will be in Russia from July 26
through August 6 for SOAR’s summer Bible
camp for orphans in Moscow. Although she
will be going as a camper, her role will be to
serve as a helper to the leaders and most of all
a friend and an example of Christ to her fellow
campmates. She sold eggs from their chickens,
cat-sat for a neighbor, and baked bread and
cookies to raise the funds for her trip.

Although still snowing in Alaska, the weather
was warm in Russia, and they were able to spend
some time outside at some of the orphanages

Most exciting, however, is that this project is
also done in partnership with local Evangelical
churches, who can often continue to have a
presence and an impact on these kids after the
SOAR staff leave. Greg especially enjoyed
being able to attend church in Russia and have
the opportunity to meet and worship with fellow Russian believers.
The distribution team from the U.S. for this
project was small—only G.J., a SOAR staff
coworker, and Greg. Once in Russia they were
THE OAKBRIDGE

Emma (G.J.’s daughter) and Hanna
baked breads and cookies to help
fund their trip to SOAR’s summer
Bible camp in Russia

(Continued on page 8)
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The 2013 All-Church Picnic Check List
Submitted by Beth Anderson

We thank the Lord for providing everything that went into making our 2013 All-Church
picnic a blessing to all! Look for more photos of the picnic in the church foyer!
 Pray for dry summer Sunday in June
 Plan for lunch after morning service
 Find picnic spot on church grounds
 Provide and grill burgers and dogs
 Ask volunteers for salads and desserts
 Borrow LOTS of coolers

 Ask a Care Group to set-up and take-down picnic
area
 Ask a Care Group to assemble kitchen items and
clean-up
 Ask Sunday School teachers to prepare a game
for their own class
 Encourage people to bring lawn chairs, appetites,
and towels
 Make sure lawn sprinkler works☺

 Enjoy fellowship
 Thank God for His continued goodness
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Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder
Song of the Month

Submitted by James DeCaro
Let us love and sing and wonder,
Let us praise the Savior’s name!
He has hushed the law’s loud thunder,
He has quenched Mount Sinai’s flame.
He has washed us with His blood,
He has brought us nigh to God.
Let us love the Lord who bought us,
Pitied us when enemies,
Called us by His grace, and taught us,
Gave us ears and gave us eyes:
He has washed us with His blood,
He presents our souls to God.
Let us sing, though fierce temptation
Threaten hard to bear us down!
For the Lord, our strong salvation,
Holds in view the conqueror’s crown:
He who washed us with His blood
Soon will bring us home to God.
Let us wonder; grace and justice
Join and point to mercy’s store;
When through grace in Christ our trust is,
Justice smiles and asks no more:
He who washed us with His blood
Has secured our way to God.
Let us praise, and join the chorus
Of the saints enthroned on high;
Here they trusted Him before us,
Now their praises fill the sky:
Thou hast washed us with Your blood;
Thou art worthy, Lamb of God!
Hark! the name of Jesus, sounded
Loud, from golden harps above!
Lord, we blush, and are confounded,
Faint our praises, cold our love!
Wash our souls and songs with blood,
For by Thee we come to God.

“Let us love and sing and wonder, let us praise
the Savior’s name!” John Newton’s words
from 1779 remind us what we are to do, but
they don’t stop there. As the song continues,
we see many reasons why we are to love, sing,
wonder, and praise. Let’s examine a few of the
reasons to do each of these things.
Love. How could we not love the God who
silenced the punishment we deserved for
breaking His law? It may sound obvious to a
believer in Jesus, but man does not love God
on his own. We love God because He “pitied,”
“called,” and “taught” us. If not for granting us
ears to hear and eyes to see, we would not love
Him.
Sing. Often it is difficult to keep a proper perspective in hard times. The third verse of this
song encourages us to continue singing to God
(much as Paul and Silas did in Acts 16:25),
keeping our eyes focused on the great salvation God has worked through Jesus for us. Especially in the face of temptation, we must
look to Jesus.
Wonder. In the fourth verse, Newton expands
on the idea that we ought to be amazed, to
marvel at how God is both gracious and just.
For those who trust in Christ, God’s justice has
been fully satisfied! This is one thing I know
we could all think about more.
Praise. After considering the previous topics,
the natural result is praise to the God who is
worthy of love, who is completely faithful, and
who, in His perfection, must be marveled at!
Then, lest we think we can do this on our own,
the final verse is a reminder that even our
praises are only acceptable through Jesus, our
great high priest.
The recurring theme throughout all six verses
is that it is Christ who cleanses us and brings
us to God. By the washing of His blood He
brings us near, He presents us to God, He will
brings us home, He has secured our way, He
alone is worthy of praise!
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August Bible Reading
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Proverbs 19-21
Proverbs 22-23
Proverbs 24-26
Proverbs 27-29
Proverbs 30-31
Job 1-4
Job 5-7
Job 8-10
Job 11-13
Job 14-16
Job 17-20
Job 21-23
Job 24-28
Job 29-31
Job 32-34
Job 35-37
Job 40-42
Song of Solomon
Ruth
Lamentations 1-2
Lamentations 3-5
Ecclesiastes 1-3
Ecclesiastes 4-6
Ecclesiastes 7-9
Ecclesiastes 10-12
Esther 1-5
Esther 6-10
Daniel 1-2
Daniel 3-4
Daniel 5-6
Daniel 7-8

August Birthdays
August 3 - Isobel Dunckel
August 8 - Jeremy Misener
August 10 - Maria Schlicht
August 19 - Shirley Nyberg
August 23 - Terry Runk
August 26 - Crystal Carlson de Mancia
August 27 - Diane Gruber
THE OAKBRIDGE
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This year the order of the Old
Testament readings is similar
to Israel’s Hebrew Bible. The
New Testament readings are
based upon non-conclusive
research regarding the order
in which the books were
authored.

Fear God and keep
His commandments
because this applies
to every person. For
God will bring every
act to judgment,
everything which is
hidden, whether it is
good or evil.
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14

Tuesday

Wednesday

6

9:00 a.m. - One Accord in
5:30 p.m. - Elders & Wives
Prayer
Meeting at Parker’s
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

7:00 p.m. - Women’s
Book
Discussion
Group

27

25

26

10:30 a.m. - Titus 2
Mom’s
Group

20

9:00 a.m. - One Accord in
Prayer
10:20 a.m. - Worship

19

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Study

28

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Study

21

14

18

13

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Study

7

9:00 a.m. - One Accord in
5:00 p.m. - Elders and Deacons 7:00 p.m. - Worship
Prayer
Meeting
Team
10:20 a.m. - Worship
Practice
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

12

5:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting
10:30 a.m. - Titus 2
7:00 p.m. - Missions Committee
Mom’s
Meeting
Group

5

Philippians 4:8

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Study

11

9:00 a.m. - One Accord in
Prayer
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:00 p.m. - Special Business
Meeting
12:00 p.m. - Youth Plan. Mtg.

4

Monday

...whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any
excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things.

Sunday

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

29

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

22

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

15

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

8

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

1

Thursday

July 2013

August 2013

30

23

6:00 p.m. - Friday
Night
Light

16

9

2

Friday

31

9:00 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

24

10:00 a.m. - Promise
Kingdom
Volunteer
Meeting

17

6:00 p.m. - Men’s
Steakout

10

3

Saturday
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To All Generations (continued from page 1)
expressing his gladness over the fact that he no longer
needs to work at being quiet. However, he is also revealing that he hears what is going on and that he is
learning from what he hears. He is learning things that
he would never pick up on if his dad did not bring
him to the time of prayer with people many, many
times his age!
This is only one illustration of ways that intergenerational body life and ministry are taking place at Oakridge. I could also mention our 9 a.m. prayer time on
Sunday mornings during July and August this summer, involving different generations praying together
on our grounds and in our facility. I could write about

the Friday Night Light activities with the youth and
their families. We could discuss the fact that several
generations are represented at our Steakouts and in the
Women’s Bible Studies.
Have we arrived in terms of intergenerational body
life and ministry? No. However, I am encouraged by
the way this body embraces the concept. While we have
not arrived, I can tell you from the leadership that we
are continually seeking to be more aware of how we
can keep improving in this area. By God’s grace, we
will keep making progress, so that the name of the Lord
may be made known and praised from generation to
generation.

Greg and Melanie Hess (continued from page 3)
Summer Plans
Greg has a long list of airplane and hangar projects
he hopes to accomplish before next winter sets in:
airplane engine work, an annual inspection on the entire plane, the hangar extended out by 10 feet, a new
hangar door hung, a fire-proof wall installed… and
the list goes on.
Melanie’s travel to Moscow with Hannah to be part
of the summer Bible camp team and hosting guests
coming to help at the hangar will keep her busy during these summer months.
SOAR also hopes to send a shipping container of

back-to-school supplies to poverty-stricken Abkhazia…
another project you may hear more about in the near
future.
Prayer Requests
Pray for safety for Melanie and Hannah as they travel
in Russia. Pray that God will prepare the hearts of each
child who will attend these Bible camps.
You can learn more about SOAR by going to
www.soarinternational.org. Also check out the bulletin
board in the church foyer for more information on the
Hess family ministry.

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY
CHURCH

610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We’re on the Web!
www.oakridgecommunity.org

