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Log Jam Ministry
From Pastor Jim
What can be said as a follow-up to our ministry at
the Stillwater Log Jam festival on July 17-19? Here’s
what I would say, for starters:
Praise the Lord for all thirty-four people from Oakridge who served at the information booth in twohour shifts from Friday morning through Sunday
evening! Some volunteers served multiple shifts.
Your willingness to serve in this way is a great
encouragement to me and to many others. I thank
God for you.
Praise the Lord for multiple opportunities to engage
Log Jam visitors in conversation leading to the proclamation of the gospel! Those conversations were
sometimes brief, but some lasted for more than an
hour.

Praise the Lord for a wonderful
Sunday morning service in
Pioneer Park together with the
congregations of Common
Ground Church and River Valley
Christian Church! God provided
a beautiful day for the occasion.
The Lord was worshiped in song,
in prayer and in giving. People who have not yet
trusted in Jesus Christ were present as a result of
being invited by Christians. Pastor Gary Johnson
proclaimed Jesus Christ and the importance of knowing Him for who He is, using Matthew 16:13-16 as
his text. More than one person was heard saying,
“We need to do this again.”
(Continued on page 2)
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Log Jam Ministry
(Continued from page 1)

The Log Jam programs that were in the other two
information booths were left outside that Friday
night, so they were completely soaked and unusable.
However, because we chose to pack up everything in
our information booth and keep it in a van Friday
night, the programs and literature with which we
were entrusted were dry and ready for distribution
on Saturday and Sunday. More than that, because we
lowered the tent in preparation for possible Friday
night storms, our tent was not damaged at all by the
storm. How thankful we are for the Lord’s providential leading and safeguarding!

Log Jam Festival Information Booth
in downtown Stillwater
Praise the Lord for His wisdom and protection! You
may have heard that the storm which came through
the area that Friday night wreaked destruction in the
Log Jam festival area. Saturday morning one vendor’s tent was found floating in the St. Croix River.
Other tents stayed on land but were twisted and bent
beyond repair, needing to be replaced. Some vendors
experienced so much destruction and loss that they
packed up and went home Saturday morning, having
nothing more to offer visitors to Log Jam.

Praise the Lord for all we have learned and will
continue to learn from this experience! The weekend
was filled with moments of, “Maybe next year we
could do it this way!” As excited as I am about this
year’s venture, I am just as enthused about next year
when we will be able to take advantage of what we
observed and thought about in connection with our
Log Jam ministry. In fact, information booth volunteers will gather for a debriefing session this Sunday,
August 2, following the worship service to share
observations and ideas about how to be even more
effective in the future.
See more pictures from OCC’s Log Jam Festival
experience on page 3.

God blessed our Sunday morning service with beautiful weather!
OCC’s worship team led attenders in song and praise
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More Pics from Log Jam Days

Children were challenged with the
Rain Gutter Boat Race
Tina, Lilli and Tiara helped work
in the information booth

Jill helped booth visitors
play the game

The early birds went for the shade on a sunny day

Pastor Gary from Common Ground Church gave the morning message
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An Update from Ryan and Deb Wyss

It’s true that Ryan spends most of his working hours
behind the walls of Oakridge Community Church. But,
at the end of the day, when he comes home, the tales he
has to tell are often from very far away lands.
A rewarding part of Ryan’s job is getting to see
those he has walked beside for months, or sometimes
years, arrive in their destination of missionary service.
This week he checked in on a family of 4 three
months into their move to Spain. Looking for a
church to attend has been a trick, as they can’t understand the bulk of what goes on during the service. Trying to get their 2 young children to sleep through the
sweltering nights has proved to be almost impossible.
A couple in their 60s have arrived in Africa. Camped
out in the pitch black night, they found a spot of internet access along the road in order to talk with Ryan.
Ryan could make out the outline of their faces as they
shared how different they were finding this experience
compared with their decades of service in Venezuela.
A young man in China is thriving, while a young
man teaching art in an orphanage in Mexico is having
a hard time locating places to purchase art supplies.

Just for fun

A middle-aged math teacher recently took a leave of
absence from her job to give a year toward spreading
the good news in Japan. Upon arrival, she was met with
unexpected difficulties, but was so convinced that this
was God’s plan for her, she has not only persevered but
is extending her time in Japan! A pastor and his wife
have arrived in southern Africa, and were invited to
be one of the main speakers for an event attended by
over 20,000 people, including the president of the
country!
Sometimes the victories feel far away. A young
woman, willing to give up her promising future in the
prosperous country of America to go to a restricted,
developing country, has been ready to go for 5 months
but has unexpectedly been denied a visa from the host
country. She waits on God’s plan and timing.

Ryan and Deb as singles in China

Then, there are those who are about to depart. Two
single lady medical professionals were preparing to
go to Nepal just as the country was hit with a massive
earthquake. As they head out this month, they will be
thrown into a pit of medical needs larger than they have
ever encountered. A young family just gave birth to
their second child and will soon be leaving to start a
business in Japan in order to share the gospel. A young
woman is on her way to China to be a teacher for missionary children. A couple will head out to Thailand
to love and share the good news with vendors who
come from various areas of the country to sell their
wares to foreign tourists.
What a privilege to see not only how God is spreading
His fame among the nations, but how He is working in
each of the children He calls His own! Thank you,
Oakridge, for your part in sharing the good news with
those who have not heard all around the world!
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“The Lord Is”

Song of the Month

P

Submitted by James DeCaro

salm 23 is one of the best-known Psalms, and our song of the month for August draws on much of that
Psalm as well as on other passages. The primary theme of The Lord Is is that God has supplied all that we need
in Jesus. God’s grace in Christ is restorative: “As cold waters to a weary soul, so is good news from a distant
land” (Proverbs 25:25). God is always with His sheep and will never leave or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). The
God who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing and is the source of every good gift is worth
trusting. As David says in Psalm 23, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.”

The depths of Your grace who can measure?
You fully supply all I need.
You restore my weary soul again and again,
And lead me in Your righteousness and peace.
You’re with me through every dark valley,
There’s nothing that I have to fear.
You are there to comfort me again and again,
Protecting me, assuring me You’re near.
The Lord is,
The Lord is my Shepherd.
The Lord is,
The Lord is my Shepherd.
I shall not want.
You gave Your own life for my ransom
So I could rejoice at Your side;
You have shown Your faithfulness again and again;
There’s nothing good that You will not provide.
I will dwell in Your house
All the days of my life.
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August Bible Reading
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Isaiah 23-27
Isaiah 28-30
Isaiah 31-35
Isaiah 36-41
Isaiah 42-44
Isaiah 45-48
Isaiah 49-53
Isaiah 54-58
Isaiah 59-63
Isaiah 64-66
Jeremiah 1-3
Jeremiah 4-6
Jeremiah 7-9
Jeremiah 10-13
Jeremiah 14-17
Jeremiah 18-22
Jeremiah 23-25
Jeremiah 26-29
Jeremiah 30-31
Jeremiah 32-34
Jeremiah 35-37
Jeremiah 38-41
Jeremiah 42-45
Jeremiah 46-48
Jeremiah 49-50
Jeremiah 51-52
Lamentations 1-2
Lamentations 3-5
Ezekiel 1-4
Ezekiel 5-8
Ezekiel 9-12

Join us this year as
we go through
the Bible canonically.

Your words were
found and I ate them,
and Your words
became for me a joy
and the delight
of my heart;
Jeremiah 15:16

5:00 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

24/31

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

23/30

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
3:30 p.m. - Boutwells Svc. (23)
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group
(23)

17

6:30 p.m. - Elders &
Deacons
Meeting

10

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting
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16

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
1:45 p.m. - Good Samaritan
Sunday Service
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group
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MON

TUE

WED

THU

25

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

26

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

19

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

6:15 p.m. - Summer Oaks

18

12

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
5:00 p.m. - Visual Arts
Ministry Mtg.
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

6:15 p.m. - Summer Oaks
7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

11

5

4

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

27

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

20

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

13

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group
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28

21

14
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The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade on your right hand.
The sun will not smite you by day, nor the moon by night.
The LORD will protect you from all evil; He will keep your soul.
The LORD will guard your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forever.

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
11:45 a.m. - Log Jam Workers
Debriefing
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SUN

Psalm 121:5-8

FRI

SAT

29

9:30 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice
6:00 p.m. - Titus 2
Women’s
Fellowship

22

6:00 p.m. - Men’s
Steakout

15

10:00 a.m. - Piecemakers
Sewing
Saturday
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August Birthdays
August 3 - Isobel Dunckel
August 8 - Jeremy Misener
August 10 - Maria Schlicht
August 11 - Sam Fiske
August 19 - Shirley Nyberg
August 23 - Terry Runk
August 26 - Crystal Mancia
August 27 - Diane Gruber

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We’re on the Web!
www.oakridgecommunity.org

