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Questions to Ask Ourselves
While Reading Ephesians 4:11-16
From Pastor Jim
Ephesians 4:11-12

And He gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for
the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,
 What is the work of ministry?
 How does each of Christ's people-gifts to His church (apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor,
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teacher) help to equip the saints for the work of ministry?
What does it mean to be equipped as saints for the work of ministry?
 How much mental knowledge is required?
 Is it a matter of learning methods and techniques?
 Does it involve a constantly-growing understanding of the gospel of Jesus Christ?
 Is an increase in Christ-likeness, holy living and grace part of being equipped?
Am I intentionally striving to be equipped for the work of ministry?
 Or am I apathetic about it, waiting for someone to motivate me?
 Or am I even resistant to it, wanting to be left alone to do my own thing?
Am I eagerly and actively involved in the work of ministry?
Am I focused only on my own spiritual growth or on the growth of the whole body?
If the goal of the saints' ministry is building up the body of Christ, how much actual ministry
is taking place by the saints among the saints within our body?

Ephesians 4:13

until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood,
to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,
 Are Christ's goals for His body my goals?
 What evidence is there in my life and ministry that Christ's

goals are my goals? What am I doing about the goals He
has for His body?
 What factors will show that progress is being made in our
body toward each of the goals Christ has for His body?
(Continued on page 2)
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Questions to Ask Ourselves While
Reading Ephesians 4:11-1 (continued from page 1)
Ephesians 4:14

so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human
cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.
 How well does this body know and understand Biblical teaching?
 How well do I know and understand Biblical teaching? How firmly grounded am I in the truth?
 Why is it important to be firmly grounded in the truth?
 How am I affected by the "new" ideas, fads and teaching that keep appearing?

Ephesians 4:15

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into Him who is the head, into Christ,
 Do I actively proclaim the truth I know? To whom and for what purpose?
 Do I proclaim the truth I know from a motive of supreme love for the Lord and a resultant love for

others?
 Is this body of Christ growing up into Christ? Are we as a body becoming more and more in tune with
Him and like Him?

Ephesians 4:16

from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working
properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
 How connected am I to the body of Christ?
 How connected does Christ want me in His body?
 How can I fit more fully as an individual part into the working of the body as a whole?
 Am I actively, harmoniously and effectively contributing to the growth of the body for the building up

of itself in love?

August Birthdays
August 3—Isobel Dunckel
August 8—Jeremy Misener
August 11—Sam Fiske
August 19—Shirley Nyberg
August 23—Terry Runk
August 26—Crystal Carlson de Mancia
August 27—Diane Gruber
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From the Dunckels
Summer is in full swing here in Bucharest,
but life and ministry haven't exactly slowed down.
Here's what we've been up to lately…

Mission-Net has been a part of Joshua's
ministry for the last year, even though Annika's arrival prevented him from attending this year's Congress over the New Year's weekend. Several weeks
ago he attended the General Assembly for MissionNet members in Stuttgart to hear a report on the last
Congress and see how he could help the organization going forward. The CEO of Mission-Net recently stepped down and the organization is replacing
her with three CEO positions, which shows just how
much work she was doing! Joshua was offered the
CEO of Missional Movement role, which is a very
exciting opportunity, but after much prayer and
seeking wise counsel God led us to turn it
down. So will you please pray with us for a European leader to take on this role and through it
to involve many European youth in the Great
Commission?

Joshua, Anders, Kara, Annika, Isobel and Noemi

At the Mission-Net meetings Joshua enjoyed
time with colleagues from across Europe. One
colleague needed to leave the meetings early to
return to his rural German church to baptize 33
new Iranian Christians. This exciting story and
others like it were a theme of our next stop of
the summer.

“Refugees in Europe a fence or a bridge?"
was the theme of the bi-annual conference
of the European Evangelical Mission Association in Bucharest this year, which
brought together missions leaders from
across Europe. In this season of intense fear
related to immigration in the US, Britain,
and across Europe it was refreshing to hear
how God is working among the refugee
population of Europe and how His Church is being revitalized in the process. Joshua was able to hear first-hand accounts from refugees God has drawn to Himself, as well as from workers in transit countries and countries that are settling new populations of displaced people. Please pray for wisdom for us to know how to join in and support the work
of ministering to refugees in Europe.
(Continued on page 4)
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From the Dunckels (continued from page 3)
Albania is one of the
ministry focuses on Joshua's
Strategic Partnership Team. It
is a post-communist country
that was isolated from the rest
of the world for decades under
a dictator who very effectively
eliminated Christianity from
his country. In this era of new
freedoms and development the
church in Albania is growing.
At the Refugee Conference in
Bucharest Joshua was able to
sit down with some Christian
workers from Albania and talk
with them about the newborn
missions movement from Albania. The Albanian church just
hosted their first missions conference and is looking for ways
to learn and grow. Joshua is passing on resources that these Christian workers can use to encourage and equip the Albanian church. After many years of
researching this very subject to serve the Romanian church, it is exciting to see God doing this work in another area as
well!
On the home front we are keeping busy with paperwork for Annika's Romanian visa and flood repairs to our apartment.
We recently enjoyed a visit from Kara's sister and escaped the city heat by going the mountains for a day.

PRAYER POINTS
 For a new CEO of missional movement at Mission-Net who will equip many European youth to live out
the gospel
 For wisdom in engaging well in the refugee situation here in Europe
 For the church in Albania to continue to grow in their desire and ability to share the Gospel beyond
their borders
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Song of the Month
Submitted by James DeCaro

I

f you are looking for a great resource filled with encouraging hymns, check
out Our Own Hymn-Book, a collection compiled by Charles Spurgeon for his
church in the late 1800s. There are no tunes (the book is text only), but the words
are all metered so that most songs can be sung to a familiar tune. The first 150
hymns are the 150 Psalms rendered in meter. Some of the authors represented in
the collection are Isaac Watts, Charles Wesley, Augustus Toplady and Spurgeon
himself.
Our August song of the month is actually a combination of two songs about
God’s holiness taken from Our Own Hymn-Book. Since they have the same
meter, we can sing them to the same tune. Verses will be selected from the
following:

Divine Purity and Holiness

Holy, Holy, Holy

Holy, holy, holy, Lord,
God of hosts, in heaven adored,
Earth with awe has heard Thy name,
Men Thy majesty proclaim.

Holy, holy, holy, Lord!
Be Thy glorious name adored:
Lord, Thy mercies never fail;
Hail, celestial Goodness, hail!

Just and true are all Thy ways,
Great Thy works above our praise;
Humbled in the dust, we own,
Thou art holy, Thou alone.

Though unworthy, Lord, Thine ear,
Deign our humble songs to hear;
Purer praise we hope to bring,
When around Thy throne we sing.

In Thy sight the angel band,
Justly charged with folly stand,
Holiest deeds of creatures lie
Meritless before Thine eye.

There no tongue shall silent be,
All shall join in harmony;
That through heaven’s capacious round
Praise to Thee may ever sound.

How shall sinners worship Thee,
God of spotless purity?
To Thy grace all hope we owe;
Thine own righteousness bestow.

Lord, Thy mercies never fail:
Hail, celestial Goodness, hail!
Holy, holy, holy, Lord!
Be Thy glorious name adored.

Basil Manly, Jr., 1850

Benjamin Williams, 1778

If you would like to take a look at Our Own Hymn-Book, you can find a free PDF online
(https://books.google.com/books/about/Our_Own_Hymn_book.html?id=V98TAAAAYAAJ)
or purchase a physical copy through a retailer like Amazon
(https://www.amazon.com/Our-Hymnbook-Charles-Haddon-Spurgeon/dp/1561862002).
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August Bible Reading
Ezra

Proverbs

Luke

1 Timothy

1

1-2

1

13:1-9

1:1-11

2

3

2

13:10-21

1:12-20

3

4-5

3

13:22-35

2

4

6

4

14:1-14

3:1-10

5

7

5

14:15-24

3:11-16

6

8

6

14:25-35

4

7

9

7

15:1-10

5:1-15

8

10

8

15:11-32

5:16-25

Nehemiah
9

1-2

9

16:1-9

6:1-10

10

3

10:1-16

16:10-18

6:11-21
2 Timothy

11

4-5

10:17-32

16:19-31

1:1-7

12

6

11:1-15

17:1-10

1:8-18

13

7

11:16-31

17:11-19

2:1-13

14

8

12:1-14

17:20-37

2:14-26

15

9

12:15-28

18:1-8

3:1-9

16

10

13:1-12

18:9-17

3:10-17

17

11

13:13-25

18:18-30

4
Titus

18

12

14:1-18

18:31-43

1:1-9

19

13

14:19-35

19:1-10

1:10-16

Esther
20

1

15:1-17

19:11-27

2:1-10

21

2

15:18-33

19:28-38

2:11-15

22

3-4

16:1-16

19:39-48

3:1-8

23

5-6

16:17-33

20:1-8

3:9-15
Philemon

24

7-8

17:1-14

20:9-19

1-11

25

9-10

17:15-28

20:20-26

12-25

The Discipleship Journal
Bible Reading Plan
This plan offers special features that will
aid you in your journey through the Bible.
By reading from four separate places in
the Scriptures every day, you should be
able to better grasp the unity of the
Scriptures, as well as enjoy the variety of
different viewpoints.
Each month of this plan gives you 25
readings, so there can be days when you
catch up on the readings you may have
missed in the past week.
If you finish the month’s reading by the
twenty-fifth, you could use the final days
of the month to study the passages that
challenged you or intrigued you.
As the year progresses, ask God each day
to speak directly to you from the Scripture
portions you read. Be expectant and let
your continued exposure to God’s Word
reshape your attitudes and behavior as
you gain a better understanding of His
written testimony to us.

16

9:00 a.m. - One Accord in Prayer
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

10:30 a.m. - Project Life
Ministry

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

31

28

29

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

24

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

17

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

10

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

3

Wednesday

9:00 a.m. - One Accord in Prayer
10:20 a.m. - Worship

30

23

21

22

6:00 p.m. - Ladies
Salad Supper
at Darlene’s

9:00 a.m. - One Accord in Prayer 2:00 p.m. - Elders
10:20 a.m. - Worship
Meeting
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan
Sunday Service
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

15

14

9

2

Tuesday

7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

8

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting

1

Monday

9:00 a.m. - One Accord in Prayer 6:30 p.m. - Elders &
10:20 a.m. - Worship
Deacons
Meeting

7

Sunday
INTO AFRCIA
Garage Sale at OCC
8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.

26

19

12

5

Friday

INTO AFRICA
Garage Sale at OCC
8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.

9:30 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

27

6:00 p.m. - Men’s
Steakout

20

13

6

Saturday

Psalm 105:3-5

Glory in His holy name;
Let the heart of those who seek the LORD be glad.
Seek the LORD and His strength;
Seek His face continually.
Remember His wonders which He has done.
His marvels and the judgments uttered by His mouth.

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

25

10:30 a.m. - Project Life
Ministry
6:30 p.m. - Butler C.G.
7:00 p.m. - Larson C.G.
7:00 p.m. - Visual Arts
Committee Mtg.

18

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

11

INTO AFRICA
Garage Sale at OCC
8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

4

Thursday

August 2016

Page 8

Upcoming August Events
Help us send the Leslies and the Gospel

INTO AFRICA: GARAGE SALE AT OCC
Thursday August 4—Saturday, August 6
8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
The Leslies are moving—ultimately to serve the Lord in Kenya, Africa—and
we will be having a garage sale at Oakridge Community Church to help them
downsize their stuff, raise awareness for their ministry and provide additional
funds for them!
We will be selling things from the Leslie home as well as other donated items
from the church body, with all proceeds going to the Leslie family. Come and
find some treasures and help support their ministry!

LADIES SALAD SUPPER AND FELLOWSHIP AT DARLENE’S
Tuesday, August 16
6:00 p.m.
Women of all ages are encouraged to come to a salad supper at Darlene
Schmoeckel's! We'll relax on the beach, enjoying a time of fellowship
and a light supper. Sign up in the foyer if you will be attending!

MEN’S STEAKOUT
Saturday, August 20
6:00 p.m.
Men of all ages are invited to attend our August Steakout at
Dale Gruber’s home (13595 Partridge Road. N., Stillwater)! Bring
your choice of meat. We will cook together, eat together and enjoy
Christian fellowship. Guests are welcome! Mark it on your calendar today!

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org
Website: www.oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

