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In Praise of Good Works Done Quietly!
From Pastor Jim
I want to share with you one of the characteristics of Oakridge Community Church which thrills me whenever I observe
or contemplate it. It is the way in which the people of Oakridge serve one another and people outside our body in large
and small ways. So much serving is being done behind the scenes and without any fanfare!
Often these deeds of kindness take place without having been requested by the beneficiary. Someone sees a need and
acts to meet that need, not expecting anything in return. Other times a need is made known, and I have yet to see such an
occasion to which quick response has not been made. It may be a need for meals, a need for work done around the
house/yard, a need for a ride, a need for a tool or a need to talk.
Because of my role as lead pastor, I probably know more than most about how much serving of one another and others
is taking place in our body. Being aware of this is a great blessing and encouragement to me, and I want to share that
blessing and encouragement with you.
One reason I desire to do so is because so much ministry taking place is being done quietly, without publicity. Many of
you who humbly serve do so without seeking attention or applause. This is so commendable! After all, Jesus speaks
clearly about practicing righteousness for the purpose of bringing attention to ourselves (Matthew 6:1-6), and what He
says about the subject should strongly discourage us from any attempts for gaining attention to ourselves. He starts it out
by saying, “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward
with your Father who is in heaven.”
However, the drawback to serving one another quietly is that unless those being served make known the blessings they
receive, the rest of the body does not gain the encouragement of knowing how much ministry actually is taking place.
That is why I am writing this article—to let you know that much ministry is happening and thereby encourage you!
I’m not going to name names and situations, in part because I am sure I don’t know about all the quiet ministry taking
place or everyone who is involved. Even if I did know, I would probably forget someone or something!
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What I do want to point out is that the ministry taking place within the body is
a clear indication of our love for one another growing out of our love for the
Lord as a result of His love for us. Furthermore, I rejoice at the fact that this
ministry reflects our oneness—it is cross-generational and body-wide. Ministry is taking place in which young children are serving the elderly and elderly
are serving the younger. People from multiple Oakridge Life/Care groups are
involved together in serving people in different groups or people who are not
in a Life/Care group at all.
I thank our gracious and glorious God for His work in us as a body leading us
to serve one another. Could we do it more and better? Of course we could,
and I am convinced we will keep seeking to do so as He continues to move us
toward the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. However, where
we are right now in serving one another and serving others is a matter about
which I rejoice and praise His name. I am so grateful to Him for you and how
you serve in the name of our Lord!
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Missions Focus for August
During the summer of 2017 the Missions Committee is utilizing the 9:00 a.m. hour on Sundays to allow you
to hear from our missionaries. Our desire is twofold; first, to give the missionaries an opportunity to share
what is happening in their lives and ministries, and second, to help the congregation have a better understanding of what is involved in ministering in various parts of the world. Below is the schedule of the missionaries we’ll hear from in August.

August 6
Carla Stiles
If you had polled Carla’s fellow graduates of
Stillwater Senior High,
she would not have been
chosen as the person
most likely to live overseas and learn several languages. Yet, years later, she
has lived most of her adult life outside the U.S. and
learned four languages! It started at First Baptist
Church of Stillwater, now Oakridge Community
Church, where as a child she was frequently exposed
to foreign missionaries. In 1993, while with Wycliffe
Bible Translators studying French in Quebec and
preparing to serve in Burkina Faso, Carla felt God
calling her to Thailand. This involved leaving Wycliffe, joining Pioneers, and going to Chiang Mai,
Thailand, to join a team sent from her sending
church. She arrived in April, 1994, to help administer
a conversational English program as an outreach of
Chiang Mai Baptist Church. The team has introduced
hundreds of Thai university students to God and Jesus and has seen several begin a personal relationship
with Him. Some of them are now full-time workers
reaching out to other university students.

August 13
Information about this missionary family is being
omitted in our online newsletter for security reasons.

(Continued on page 3)
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Missions Focus for August (continued from page 2)
August 20

Joshua & Kara Dunckel

Joshua and Kara have been missionaries to Romania since 2009. Their sending organization was
originally One Challenge (OC) International,
where their primary role was mobilizing Romanian believers for missions. As their role began to
move away from mobilization they decided to
transition from OC to ReachGlobal, whose ministry strategy was a better fit for their mobilization
desire. Joshua works on ReachGlobal's Strategic
Partnership Team, providing clarity, coaching and
connection to resources for movement leaders in
Europe, while Kara helps maintain communication with groups and individuals.

August 27

Greg & Melanie Hess

Greg and Melanie Hess have been one of the missionaries that OCC has supported for more than 17
years. The Hess family served in Mozambique
and Afghanistan with MAF (Missionary Aviation
Fellowship) 2000-2006, before moving to Alaska.
For the past 11 years they have served with
MARC (Missionary Aviation Repair Center) and
SOAR (Service and Outreach Alaska to Russia).
Greg has used his skills as a pilot and airplane mechanic. Greg, Melanie and Hannah have served in
many areas of ministry in Soldotna, Alaska, and
outreach to evangelical churches in Russia.
Recently Greg and Melanie made the decision to
leave SOAR. Greg has taken a position with a private aviation company that serves the interior of
Alaska. They will continue to live in Soldotna,
Alaska. On August 27, the Hess family will join us
via Skype. They will share with us information on
Greg’s current position and ministry involvement.
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August Bible Reading
16

Job 35-39

17

Job 40-42

18

Song of Solomon

19

Ruth

20

Lamentations 1-2

21

Lamentations 3-5

22

Ecclesiastes 1-3

23

Ecclesiastes 4-6

24

Ecclesiastes 7-9

25

Ecclesiastes 10-12

26

Esther 1-5

27

Esther 6-10

28

Daniel 1-2

1

Proverbs 19-21

2

Proverbs 22-23

3

Proverbs 24-26

4

Proverbs 27-29

5

Proverbs 30-31

6

Job 1-4

7

Job 5-7

8

Job 8-10

9

Job 11-13

10

Job 14-16

11

Job 17-20

12

Job 21-23

13

Job 24-28

29

Daniel 3-4

14

Job 29-31

30

Daniel 5-6

15

Job 32-34

31

Daniel 7-8

Daily Reading Program
Historical Plan

In this plan, the order of the
Old Testament readings is very similar
to Israel’s Hebrew Bible, progressing
from Law to Prophets to Writings.
The New Testament ordering is based
upon research regarding the order in
which the books were authored.
Although this research is not
conclusive, it may offer helpful
insights to your Bible reading.

August Birthdays
August 3 - Isobel Dunckel
August 23 - Terry Runk
August 26 - Crystal Carlson de Mancia

Monday

10:30 a.m. - Project Life 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
Ministry
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer

21
2:00 p.m. - Elders
Meeting

20

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Focus on Missions
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through
Christ Life/Care Group

27
6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting

28

22

6:30 p.m. - Elders &
Deacons
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Focus on Missions
10:20 a.m. - Worship
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through
Christ Life/Care Group

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Focus on Missions
10:20 a.m. - Worship
11:45 a.m. - P K Lunch & Meeting
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through
Christ Life/Care Group

14

13

29

15

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer

30

23

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer

16

12:30 p.m. - Project Life 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
Ministry
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
7:00 p.m. - Worship
Prayer
Team
Practice

7:00 p.m. - Deacons
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Focus on Missions
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through
Christ Life/Care Group

9

11

18

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

31

25

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
10:30 a.m. - Project Life
Men’s
Ministry
Group
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Life/Care Group
Titus 2 Women’s/
Children’s Morning
at Pioneer Park

24

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Life/Care Group
Men’s
Group

17

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Life/Care Group
Men’s
Group
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Titus 2 Women’s/
Children’s Morning
at Valley View Park

10

6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Life/Care Group
Men’s
Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in
Prayer

4

Friday

3

Thursday

2

Wednesday

7

8

1

Tuesday

6

Isaiah 61:10

I will rejoice greatly in the Lord;
My soul will exult in my God;
For He has clothed me with garments of salvation,
He has wrapped me with a robe of righteousness,

Sunday

August 2017

9:30 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

26

19

12

5

Saturday
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OCC Song of the Month—Here is Love
Submitted by Deb Wyss

William Rees spent most of his younger years as a shepherd on his father’s farm in Wales, snatching up a bit of
school here and there as he was able. Almost completely self-educated, he became a well-known minister and was
also recognized both for his contributions in the literary world and for his desire to see liberty granted to all people.
Toward the end of his life he wrote the first 2 verses of the following hymn.
30 years after his death, in what is known as the Welsh Revival of 1904, there was a “great renewal of genuine
Christianity” throughout the country. Here is Love has been called the theme song of this revival.
Here is love, vast as the ocean,
Loving-kindness as the flood,
When the Prince of Life, our Ransom,
Shed for us His precious blood.
Who His love will not remember?
Who can cease to sing His praise?
He can never be forgotten
Throughout heav’n’s eternal days.
On the mount of crucifixion
Fountains opened deep and wide;
Through the floodgates of God’s mercy
Flowed a vast and gracious tide.
Grace and love, like mighty rivers,
Poured incessant from above,
And heav’n’s peace and perfect justice
Kissed a guilty world in love.
Let me, all Thy love accepting,
Love Thee, ever all my days;
Let me seek Thy kingdom only
And my life be to Thy praise;
Thou alone shalt be my glory,
Nothing in the world I see.
Thou hast cleansed and sanctified me,
Thou Thyself hast set me free.
In Thy truth Thou dost direct me
By Thy Spirit through Thy Word;
And Thy grace my need is meeting
As I trust in Thee, my Lord.
Of Thy fullness Thou art pouring
Thy great love and pow’r on me
Without measure, full and boundless,
Drawing out my heart to Thee.

Oakridge
Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

