
OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH 

When All Hope is Gone 
From Pastor Jim 

“All hope is gone.” 
 
I was struck recently by the fact that those are words I deeply long to hear. They express a reality I yearn to 
experience more than any other. I know that sounds strange, but it is true. 
 
If you come across those words in a book or hear them in a hospital room, the likelihood is that they are 
being said with a despairing outlook. The patient is deemed terminal. The prisoner will never be released. 
The kidnap victim will never be returned alive. In such situations, the words “All hope is gone” are never 
said with a smile of happiness and joy, but rather with a sense of utter futility and gloom. 
 
I understand that perspective, and do not wish such circumstances described above on any person. Howev-
er, there is another perspective of hope which leads me to eagerly desire the day when all hope is gone. 
 
It all depends on two factors: 1) what we mean by hope and 2) in what we are hoping. Much of the every-
day use of the word hope is with the idea of wishing, desiring, wanting something to happen, but with a 
measure of uncertainty about whether it will take place. We “hope” for a good meeting with the boss, an 
uneventful journey, a visit from a dear loved one, but we are never positively sure beforehand that such 
will be the case. We do not know the future and we do not control the future in such a way as to have com-
plete confidence that what we would like to happen in such matters will actually take place. 
 
But hope in the Bible is different. There the word hope is used of what is not merely desired, but of what is 
expected to take place with complete certainty. Biblical hope is being fully, absolutely confident that 
something will happen. 
 
This confidence comes from the fact that Biblical hope is always based on the Word of God and His faith-
fulness to His Word. Biblical hope exists because God has spoken. He has given us promises. He has given 
us prophecies. He has given us clear teaching. Therefore we hope. 
 
God has given us many statements telling us that He has never 
yet and never will be anything other than perfectly faithful to 
Himself and His Word. He has provided myriads of examples 
of His faithfulness to Himself and His Word. Therefore we 
hope. 
 
However, notice carefully that hope is always about the future. 
It is the sure expectation that something will happen. Based on 
God’s Word, I hope to see Jesus in a way which I have never 
experienced—face-to-face. Based on God’s Word, I hope to be 
like Jesus to a degree which I have not yet attained and cannot 
attain in this life. Based on God’s Word, I hope to live in a res-
urrection body that has not even a hint of the ravages of sin and 
death which are evident in the body in which I now dwell. 
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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 Medieval Church History Class:  
Some Final Thoughts 
Submitted by Seth Beyersdorf 

A s the Adult Sunday School Class has finished surveying Medieval Church History, a question remains 
to be answered. Much ground was covered in our stroll from the latter part of early Church history through 
most of the Middle Ages. Now, we ask, what can be learned from the history of the Church that will help 
guide our steps for the future? Though many more could be added, a few thoughts come to mind:  
 
CHURCH HISTORY TESTIFIES OF GOD’S FAITHULNESS TO THE CHURCH: 
 
There have been very dark times in the history of Church, both internally and externally: 
 
From outside, much opposition and many persecutions continue to be experienced by the Church. The temp-
tation is to believe that opposition from the world shows God is not on our side (or we are not on God’s side).  
 
The history of the Church teaches us differently. Despite worldly opposition, and often because of it, God has 
caused the Church of Jesus Christ to thrive and even to spread! Just as He used the persecution of Acts 8 to 
establish Christ’s Church among the Samaritans, so God has used the persecutions since then to continue the 
advancement of the Gospel. This calls to mind that famous phrase attributed to Tertullian: “The blood of the 
martyrs is the seed of the Church.” Though many martyrs have spilled their blood rather than deny Christ, not 
a single martyr died in vain. The suffering of the Church in this world will never go unused (Col. 1:24) nor 
unrewarded (Rev. 2:10). We need not fear any opposition when we are faithful to follow God’s will for us in 
Christ.  
 
The faithfulness of God is also seen through the times of turmoil within what is called the Church. There are 
points in history when the Church seems scarcely recognizable. For example, during the latter half of the 
Middle Ages doctrinal impurity, internal strife and selfish-ambition seemed to rule within the walls of  
Christendom.  
 
It is vitally important for us to see that even during these dark periods of history, God has never been absent, 
nor has He ever abandoned His true people! In the midst of the deepest of corruption, God has always pre-
served a remnant according to His gracious purpose (Romans 11:5).  
 
Matthew 16:18 has been, is now, and will always be the Church’s greatest assurance of survival: Christ says,        
I will build My Church, and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. The history of the Church proves that 
to this word Christ has been faithful! No matter the struggle, Christ will preserve His people to the very end.  
 
CHURCH HISTORY AFFIRMS THE PRIORITY OF THE SCRIPTURES FOR THE LIFE AND 
HEALTH OF THE CHURCH: 
 
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in His excellent Word— so the hymn goes. 
This is exactly what we are given by God in the Scriptures, a firm foundation for our faith in God. 
 
Ephesians 2:20 says the church is built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets, Christ Himself 
being the Cornerstone. This means that the Church stands upon the testimony of Christ given through the 
apostles and prophets.  
 
Therefore, 2 Peter 3:2 commands the Church to remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy proph-
ets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles. 
 

(continued on page 3) 
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 Church History Class (continued from page 2) 

Where do we find these words and commandments? Only in the collection of 66 books called the Bible. 
 
The Church is healthy only when it is actively standing upon the Word of God. Church history is filled with 
examples of those who refused to allow God’s Word to take second place in the life of the Church.  
 
We see this faithfulness in men like Clement of Rome, Clement of Alexandria, Athanasius, Augustine,      
Luther, and many others. As Thomas Aquinas wrote: “…our faith rests upon the revelation made to the apos-
tles and prophets who wrote the canonical books.” 
 
When the Church has taken her stand on the firm foundation of God’s Word, the Holy Spirit has guarded her 
from grave errors and heresies. For instance, Athanasius unashamedly refused to move one inch from the 
Scriptural testimony to the full, divine nature of Jesus Christ. This truth was preserved in the life of the 
Church through a firm stand on the testimony of the Scriptures. 
 
However, when what is called the Church loosens its grip on God’s testimony in His Word, it is flooded with 
all kinds of destructive heresies. This is not only the clear testimony of God’s Word, but also the testimony of 
Church history. 
 
The cult of the saints, the cult of Mary, purgatory, the idea of the Mass as a sacrifice that takes away sin, the 
infallibility of the papacy and the pope in Rome, unbiblical teaching about the sacraments—all such doctrines 
began to take root in the life of the visible Church as the commitment to Scripture alone was abandoned. 
 
In the later centuries of the Middle Ages men such as Peter of Bruys, Peter Waldo and John Wycliff recov-
ered the Biblical mandate and sought to restore the Church to its proper standing on the Word of God. In   
doing so they paved the way for the Reformation which followed.  
 
When the conviction of Scripture Alone begins to wane, it is not long before all other aspects of a faithful life 
with God in Christ begin to disappear. The Word of God must remain front and center among us to guard us 
from error in the future. 
 
CHURCH HISTORY POINTS OUT THE CENTRALITY OF THE GOSPEL FOR THE HEALTHY 
GROWTH OF THE CHURCH: 
 
Acts 20:32 teaches clearly that it is the word of God’s grace (the Gospel) which is able to build you up and 
to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.  
 
The Church of Jesus Christ never moves beyond Her need to focus more intently on the good news of salva-
tion through the atoning work of our Lord Jesus Christ! In fact, as is often pointed out, every believer is com-
manded to pay much closer attention to that Gospel which we have heard, lest we drift away from it.  
  
What happens when the Church begins to drift from the Gospel? The result is catastrophic. 
 
We spent much of our time in the Sunday School class considering many erroneous teachings that arose in 
Church history. These are the inevitable result of drifting from the true Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 
The Medieval beliefs concerning the sacraments, penance, transubstantiation, the whole concept of the mass 
as an act whereby atonement is made for sin, purgatory as a place to cleanse believers from all defilement of 
sin—these teachings were given a place to grow because the true Gospel of the glory of the blessed God      
(1 Timothy 1:11) was neglected.  
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Church History Class (continued from page 3) 

 

 
 
 
 
We learn from Church history how quickly this focus can be lost, and how far we can fall when we allow our-
selves to be distracted from Christ Himself. The church will be built up, strengthened and encouraged only as 
we are faithfully helping one another grow up in all aspects into Christ (Ephesians 4:15).  
 
CHURCH HISTORY CALLS US TO ACTION: 
 
With every page recounting the works of God in the history of the Church, we hear the cry of the faithful who 
have gone before us, calling us to run! To run the race set before us! To run with endurance! To run with 
faith! To run with hope! The baton has been handed to us. We see how God has preserved His saints in the 
past. Now is our time to run, to make long strides with the Gospel of Christ! Now is our time to lay aside eve-
ry weight and the sin that so easily entangles us, and to run with endurance the race set before us. 
   
How many have given up their very lives to pass on what we have received? How many Blandinas have gone 
before us? How many Wycliffs, and Peter Waldos, and Jan Husses have counted all things as loss in order to 
know the truth about Christ, and to pass that truth on to the next generation of believers? In light of this, how 
will we live up to such a heritage?  
 
What will the pages of Church history record about us? Will we be seen as those who faithfully took the ba-
ton from the ones who have gone before us and carefully handed it off to the next generation? What role do 
you have in this high calling? In the words of 2 Thessalonians 1:11, may the LORD make us worthy of His 
calling and fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by His power. 

From Pastor Jim (continued from page 1) 

4 

August Birthdays 

August   3 - Isobel Dunckel 

August 26 - Crystal Carlson de Mancia 

 

Those hopes are sure hopes for me, based on the promises of God to His children by His grace. Those ear-
nestly-longed-for events certainly will take place, and when they do—all hope is gone! When they happen, 
hope has become experience. When they happen, hope turns into experiential reality. Anticipation becomes 
enjoyment. 
 
Keep this in mind on August 12, when, Lord willing, you will hear a message from Romans 8:18-25. This is 
what is meant when in verses 23-25, we read, “And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits 
of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemp-
tion of our body. For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what 
he already sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it.” 
 
I eagerly wait for the day when all hope is gone! 
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From the Streams 
 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inher-
itance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he went to live in the land of 
promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same prom-
ise. For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.   
                                                                                                                                                            Hebrews 11:8-10 

In May and June we finished moving within our border town to a 
new house by the kids’ school! We all love it and it is so much bet-
ter. We had our first peaceful nights of sleep there since moving a 
year ago!  So this is a huge praise. Still lots to do in settling in, but 
the kitchen and roof are installed, and boxes and furniture are 
moved, so those are the main pieces.  :) 

About a week after we cleared out our old place, we left for a visa 
run and conferences in Thailand. The kids had a good end to their 
school year at the local school, we praise the Lord for what they 
have learned this year. We had a really good conference and were 
able to connect with important people in our organization and get 
clarity about the future. There is a lot going on in the country right 
now politically, and so we press ahead, though in some areas for-
eigners are not being allowed to stay. 

One thing that became clear to us is that we need to learn as much language as we can, though we also 
need to get our business registered as soon as possible and change our visa situation (60 day per entry 
visa). Please pray with us that we will have wisdom in this process. We need to satisfy requirements 
both on the government side and also on our organization’s side. This coming month we will have an 
opportunity to focus on the latter, as we will be in Thailand for an extra month until end of August, and 
then we will return to our town. 

During this coming month in Thailand, we have several goals: the main one being that Jon will get to 
meet one on one with a Shan Dai guy in Chiang Mai to learn language for a whole month. This will real-
ly boost his ability, as we were having trouble securing a tutor back in our town. JUST before we left for 
Thailand, our good friend Aileen lost her restaurant job and agreed to teach us for awhile! This is a 
praise and we pray she can continue when we return in August. We praise God that this relationship is 
developing and deepening the last month we were there. 

In addition this coming month, I will do intensive English homeschool with our two oldest. We are be-
ginning to have a shift in feeling that we need to scale back the time we spend having the kids in the 
local school system and do more homeschooling, both for their academic progress and also for charac-
ter building/discipleship. Please pray for us as we negotiate these decisions and as we decide what 
trajectory Hosanna will take in her schooling. 

We do also have a new family joining our organization with whom we are communicating. They have 
expressed solid interest in joining us where we live, though it could still be several years before they 
actually come and complete national language training to be able to join us. Please pray for their 
guidance from the Lord and discernment in the process. We are encouraged to hear they have raised 
more than 50% of needed support. 

And finally, Alma's mom is coming to visit! We are all super-excited to see her and so grateful she is 
coming to help for the month Jon is studying language. Please pray for her safe arrival, as she will be 
traveling alone to Thailand. 



  
6 

 

2 Kings 17 

2 Kings 18 

2 Kings 19-20 

2 Kings 21 

2 Kings 22:1—23:35 

2 Kings 23:36—25:30 

Catch-up day 

Catch-up day 

1 Chronicles 1-2 

1 Chronicles 3-4 

1 Chronicles 5-6 

1 Chronicles 7-8 

1 Chronicles 9 

1 Chronicles 10 

1 Chronicles 11-12 

1 Chronicles 13-14 

1 Chronicles 15-16 

1 Chronicles 17 

1 Chronicles 18-19 

1 Chronicles 20:1—22:1 

1 Chronicles 22:2-19 

1 Chronicles 23-24 

1 Chronicles 25-26 

1 Chronicles 27-28 

1 Chronicles 29 

Catch-up day 

Catch-up day 

2 Chronicles 1-2 

2 Chronicles 3:1—5:1 

2 Chronicles 5:2—6:42 

2 Chronicles 7 
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Two-Year Bible  
Reading Plan 

 
This Bible reading plan is 

designed to take you 
through the Old and New 
Testaments in two years, 
and through the Psalms 
and Proverbs four times  

during that period. 

August Bible Reading 

Psalm 27 

Psalm 28 

Psalm 29 

Psalm 30 

Psalm 31 

Psalm 32 

Psalm 33 

Psalm 34 

Psalm 35 

Psalm 36 

Psalm 37 

Psalm 38 

Psalm 39 

Psalm 40 

Psalm 41 

Psalm 42 

Psalm 43 

Psalm 44 

Psalm 45 

Psalm 46 

Psalm 47 

Psalm 48 

Psalm 49 

Psalm 50 

Psalm 51 

Psalm 52 

Psalm 53 

Psalm 54 

Psalm 55 

Psalm 56 

Psalm 57 
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Wednesday  

 1 

 

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time 
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer 

Thursday 

2 
10:00 a.m. - Control Girl Book Study 
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group 

Friday  

3 
6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting 

Saturday 

4 
 

Sunday 

5 
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time 
9:00 a.m. - Focus on Missions 
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service 
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group 
6:30 p.m. - CTC Life/Care Group 

Monday 

6 
6:30 p.m. - Missions Committee Meeting 
7:00 p.m. - Deacons Meeting 

Tuesday  

7 
8:00 a.m. - Control Girl Book Study 
7:00 p.m. - Worship Team Practice 

Wednesday  

8 
9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time 
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer 

Thursday 

9 
10:00 a.m. - Control Girl Book Study 
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group 
7:00 p.m. - Visual Arts Committee Meeting 

Friday 

10 
6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting 

Saturday  

11 
 

Sunday 

12 
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time 
9:00 a.m. - Focus on Missions 
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service 
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Service 
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Group 
6:30 p.m. - CTC Life/Care Group 

Monday 

13 
6:30 p.m. - Elders & Deacons Meeting 

Tuesday  

14 
8:00 a.m. - Control Girl Book Study 

Wednesday  

15 
9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time 
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer 

Thursday 

16 
10:00 a.m. - Control Girl Book Study 
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group 
 

Friday  

17 
6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting 

Saturday 

18 
 

Sunday 

19 
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time 
9:00 a.m. - Focus on Missions 
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service 
11:45 p.m. - Promise Kingdom Workers’               
                     Luncheon & Meeting 
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ 
                   Life/Care Group 

Monday 

20 
3:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting 

Tuesday 

21 
8:00 a.m. - Control Girl Book Study 
 
 

Wednesday 

22 
9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time 
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer 

Thursday 

23 
10:00 a.m. - Control Girl Book Study 
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group 
7:00 p.m. - Men’s Book Study 

Friday 

24 
6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting 

Saturday 

25 
8:00 a.m. - Men’s Book Study 
9:30 a.m. - Worship Team Practice 

Sunday  

26 
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time 
9:00 a.m. - Focus on Missions 
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service 
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group 
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Group 
6:30 p.m. - CTC Life/Care Group 

Monday 

27 
 

Tuesday 

28 
8:00 a.m. - Control Girl Book Study 

Wednesday 

29 
9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time 
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer 

Thursday 

30 
10:00 a.m. - Control Girl Book Study 
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group 

Friday 

31 
6:30 a.m. - Men’s Book Study 

 

And He said to them,  
“The harvest is plentiful, but the  
laborers are few. Therefore pray  

earnestly to the Lord of the harvest  
to send out laborers into His harvest.”                        

Luke 10:2 

August Calendar 



 

 

 

OCC Vision 

The vision of Oakridge Community Church 

is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute, 

eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ 

in all things, to all peoples. 

 

OCC Mission 

The mission of Oakridge Community Church 

is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring 

and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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Oakridge 
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610 County Road 5 
Stillwater, MN   55082 
www.oakridgecommunity.org 
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org 

Song of the Month 
Submitted by James DeCaro 

 
 

Indelible Grace, the organization from which our arrangement of John Newton’s text comes, provides a quotation  
attributed to Martin Luther for reflection on the text. 
 
“You should tell the devil: Just by telling me that I am a miserable, great sinner, you are placing a sword and 
weapon into my hand with which I can decisively overcome you; yea, with your own weapon I can kill and floor 
you. For if you can tell me that I am a poor sinner, I, on the other hand, can tell you that Christ died for sinners 
and is their Intercessor. You remind me of the boundless, great faithfulness and benefaction of my Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. The burden of my sins and all the trouble and misery that were to oppress me eternally He very  
gladly took upon His shoulders and suffered the bitter death on the cross for them. To Him I direct you. You may 
accuse and condemn Him. Let me rest in peace; for on His shoulders, not on mine, lie all my sins…” 
 
When we are oppressed by our sin, let us turn to Jesus!  

Chorus 
Approach, my soul, the mercy seat,  

Where Jesus answers prayer;  
There humbly fall before His feet,  

For none can perish there. 
 

Verse 1 
Thy promise is my only plea,  

With this I venture nigh;  
Thou callest burdened souls to Thee  

And such, O Lord, am I. 
 

Verse 2 
Bowed down beneath a load of sin,  

By Satan sorely pressed,  
By wars without and fears within,  

I come to Thee for rest. 
 

Verse 3 
Be Thou my shield and hiding place,  

That, sheltered near Thy side,  
I may my fierce accuser face,  
And tell him Thou hast died! 

 

Verse 4 
O wondrous love! To bleed and die,  

To bear the cross and shame,  
That guilty sinners, such as I,  

Might plead Thy gracious name! 
 

Approach, My Soul, the Mercy Seat  


