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Ministry in Abkhazia
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Ever heard of Abkhazia? I hadn’t, until recently. I became aware of this little corner of
the world through our missionaries Greg and
Melanie Hess, serving with SOAR International.
Abkhazia is a small area on the east side of
the Black Sea. It was considered part of the
country of Georgia, but it declared its independence from Georgia soon after the breakup of the Soviet Union in 1991. Its independence is recognized by Russia and some of its
allies, but not by many nations of our world.
Abkhazia has a population of about 250,000
to 300,000 people. Among that number are
only 300 known Christians, comprising a total
of 8 evangelical churches. Conflict with Georgia since 1992 has devastated the Abkhazian
economy and infrastructure. The country has a
70% unemployment rate. Those on pensions
receive the equivalent of $4 per month.
Ongoing conflict with the country of Georgia has led to much destruction in Abkhazia.
Most of the school buildings there are bombed
out. The children are on a waiting list or else a

rotating schedule to attend school. The most
basic school supplies are lacking.
A church in southern Russia that has connections with SOAR International is trying to
help the churches in Abkhazia reach that people with the gospel. Because of the deep poverty found there, helping to meet the physical
needs of the people is viewed as a highly effective means for opening up opportunities to
proclaim the gospel.
So the plan is to provide school supplies for
distribution to at least 1,000 school children in
Abkhazia. SOAR International will be providing drawstring backpacks, in which those supplies will be packed. A TSA-approved shipper
based out of Eagan has been arranged for
transportation of the backpacks to Abkhazia.
Churches in the Twin Cities area that support
the Hess family are being asked to provide
school supplies to fill those backpacks.
Oakridge Community Church has been
asked to participate in two ways. First, we
have the opportunity of contributing school
(continued on page 2)
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Ministry in Abkhazia (continued from page 1)
supplies for this project, just like the other churches in the Twin Cities area. Second, we
have been designated as the drop-off center for the backpacks once they have been filled.
The Missions Committee of OCC has excitedly endorsed this venture as a highly worthwhile project for us as a church body. I am thrilled that we can play an instrumental
role in this outreach endeavor, teaming up with the Hess family, SOAR International and
a church in Russia for the spread of the gospel. I am also pleased to have Cheryl Talberg
serve as the coordinator for this venture.
So here’s what we need to see happen:
 Fervent prayer for every aspect of this project
 Everyone get involved in sponsoring backpacks by purchasing school supplies. The list
of supplies needed is found below. The estimated cost of supplies per backpack is approximately $15 to $25. If you prefer to donate money and have someone else purchase
the supplies, make your check out to Oakridge Community Church and turn it in
by September 11.
 Each person who contributes supplies write a note of encouragement and gospel truth to
the child who will receive it. SOAR International intends to have a translator read the
notes to the children as they receive their backpacks.
 All the school supplies be dropped off at OCC by Sunday, September 15.
 Volunteers (care groups, Grand Oaks, families, etc.) to pack the supplies into each backpack starting at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, September 15, so they are ready to be picked up by
the shipper.
As far as the supplies go, there are certain items to be avoided. Please do not get anything
with batteries or involving liquids. Also, you will notice that crayons are not on the list. That
is a purposeful omission that we trust everyone will honor.
 Pencils (#2 wood)
 Colored pencils (12-24 colors)
 Pencil case
 Small, handheld pencil sharpener
 Pens (package of cheap BIC-type)
 Watercolors with brush
 Pad of white drawing paper
 Construction paper
 Graph composition notebook
 Regular spiral notebook (narrow or wide ruled)
 Small/pocket spiral note pad
 Glue sticks
 Scissors (not plastic)
 Markers (any size package)
 Eraser
 Scotch tape
The Lord has not yet opened doors for mission trips since our project in the Ukraine.
However, He is opening doors for us to impact, for the sake of the gospel, people we
may never see ourselves. May we be joyfully faithful in taking advantage of the
opportunities He is giving us!
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Picturing God

The Premiere Group Exhibition of Works by Children of
Oakridge Community Church at the Oakridge Gallery of Gospel Art
Submitted by Susan Mueller, Gospel Artist and Gallery Curator

17 enthusiastic Oakridge children gathered for
Gospel Art Camp on an August morning to hear the
story of The Prodigal Son, and to respond artistically to the parable and other Gospel themes of their
own choosing. They also spent time simply enjoying a celebration of creation in the image of the
Creator... with gusto! The result is a display of pictures reflecting a Gospel theme that is on display
through September 1 in the Oakridge Gallery of
Gospel Art. A reception was held after church on
Sunday, August 11. Please encourage these young
artists to continue to share God’s Word in visual
form!

Many thanks to the moms
who brought their children
to share the morning with
the group, and especially to
mom Stacy DeCaro and
helpers Sarah Schmoeckel,
Samantha Magler, Tiana and
Hannah Leslie, who helped
to document the artists’ artistic interpretations of their
impressions of The Prodigal
Son.
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Youth News

Submitted by Jeremy Misener
Summers in Minnesota are beautiful…and they
go by fast! The same can be said about our youth –
they are beautiful, but they grow up fast! This summer we have had the opportunity to get together as
youth and families and enjoy one another’s company and all the beauty that God has created. One
such night was an absolutely gorgeous Friday night
out at Darlene and Sarah Schmoeckel’s. We were
treated to the best sloppy joes in town, as well as
the opportunity to get out on the lake (and for some
of us, get in the lake). We also had a chance to celebrate Ryan Matchinsky’s 16th birthday. Some of
you may not be very familiar with Ryan since he
and his parents do not attend our Sunday morning
church services, but for those of you who have met Ryan, he is not easy to forget. Ryan has been
coming to our Wednesday evening youth meetings, as well as our Friday Night Light events, for
about four years now. He comes with a lot, and I mean a lot, of energy. It has been a great blessing to
watch him grow up and learn how to harness that
great energy in ways that help those around him.
Susan Mueller offered him a job coming out to her
and Doug’s house this summer to help around the
yard, and it has been exciting to hear not only about
how hard he is working, but also how he is taking the
initiative to solve problems that arise. I do not believe
God has transformed his heart yet, so continue to
keep him and the rest of his family (parents Mike and
Denise and younger brothers Cameron and Aaron) in
your prayers. Blessings!
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Arise, My Soul, Arise
Hymn of the Month

Submitted by James DeCaro
Our hymn of the month for September is "Arise, My Soul, Arise." It was written by
Charles Wesley in 1742 and has been set to music several times during the last two and a
half centuries. To emphasize the importance of the words we sing, we plan on making
use of two of these tunes during the month. In addition, please consider not just the
words of the song, but also the scripture from which they were drawn!
Arise, my soul, arise; shake off thy guilty fears; [Hebrews 10:22]
The bleeding sacrifice in my behalf appears: [Hebrews 10:12]
Before the throne my surety stands, [Romans 8:34]
Before the throne my surety stands,
My name is written on His hands. [Isaiah 49:16]
He ever lives above, for me to intercede; [Hebrews 7:25]
His all redeeming love, His precious blood, to plead:
His blood atoned for all our race, [1 Peter 1:18-19]
His blood atoned for all our race,
And sprinkles now the throne of grace. [Hebrews 12:22-24]
Five bleeding wounds He bears; received on Calvary; [Psalm 22:16, John 19:34]
They pour effectual prayers; they strongly plead for me: [James 5:16]
Forgive him, O forgive, they cry, [Ephesians 1:7]
Forgive him, O forgive, they cry,
Nor let that ransomed sinner die! [1 Timothy 2:5-6]
My God is reconciled; His pardoning voice I hear; [Romans 5:10]
He owns me for His child; I can no longer fear: [Romans 8:16-17]
With confidence I now draw nigh, [Hebrews 4:16]
With confidence I now draw nigh,
And Father, Abba, Father, cry. [Romans 8:15]

Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)
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September Bible Reading
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Daniel 9-10
Daniel 11-12
Ezra 1-3
Ezra 4-7
Ezra 8-10
Nehemiah 1-3
Nehemiah 4-6
Nehemiah 7
Nehemiah 8-9
Nehemiah 10-11
Nehemiah 12-13
1 Chronicles 1-2
1 Chronicles 3-5
1 Chronicles 6
1 Chronicles 7-8
1 Chronicles 9-10
1 Chronicles 11-12
1 Chronicles 13-15
1 Chronicles 16-17
1 Chronicles 18-20
1 Chronicles 21-23
1 Chronicles 24-25
1 Chronicles 26-27
1 Chronicles 28-29
2 Chronicles 1-4
2 Chronicles 5-7
2 Chronicles 8-10
2 Chronicles 11-14
2 Chronicles 15-18
2 Chronicles 19-21

September Birthdays
September 4 - Harriet Minks
September 7 - Mike Jacobe
September 9 - Jill Odens
September 11 - Mitchell Misener
September 19 - Carolyn Parker
September 19 - Jada Stout
September 20 - Jennie Horejsi
THE OAKBRIDGE

This year the order of the Old
Testament readings is similar
to Israel’s Hebrew Bible. The
New Testament readings are
based upon non-conclusive
research regarding the order
in which the books were
authored.

Glory in His holy name;
Let the heart of those who
seek the LORD be glad.
Seek the LORD and
His strength;
Seek His face continually.
1 Chronicles 16:10-11

11

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Study

30

5:30 p.m. - Elders & Wives
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

23

29

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

22

5:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting

16

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Study

25

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Study

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

26

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

19

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

12

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

5

Thursday

27

6:00 - Friday Night
Light

20

13

6

Friday

28

21

9:00 a.m. - Nursery
Volunteer
Meeting
6:00 p.m. - Men’s
Steakout at
Tim Hood’s

14

9:00 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

7

Saturday

2 Corinthians 12:9

And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is
perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast
about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.

7:30 p.m. - Titus 2
Women’s
Fellowship

24

7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

18

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
2:00-4:00 p.m. - Dunckel ice
cream social
4:00 p.m. - Backpack filling

17

10

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting

4

Wednesday

15

Labor Day
Church Office Closed

3

Tuesday

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
7:00 p.m. - Youth Meeting
7:30 p.m. - Women’s Study

9

2

Monday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
6:30 p.m. - Elders and Deacons
10:20 a.m. - Worship
Meeting
1:45 p.m. - Good Samaritan
Sunday Service
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

8

9:00 a.m. - One Accord in
Prayer
10:20 a.m. - Worship

1

Sunday

2013
September
July 2013
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J&A

Submitted by Dan Parker

M

issionaries for the month of September are J and A, who currently serve in a country that is a
very sensitive area of the world. It seems rather strange to be writing an article in this manner, but there are many areas of the world where it is very difficult to be a Christian and very difficult to
spread the Gospel without persecution or potential expulsion if you are a foreigner. That is the case with
J and A. The purpose of this section of the newsletter is to help us be familiar with our missionaries and
know how to best support and pray for them. In the case of J and A, we must pique your curiosity and
provide you information in another format.
Hopefully you will be curious enough to take time to look at the bulletin board in the foyer. There the
Missions Committee will provide more information and communication from them. We will also have
several current pictures of the family.
We can tell you some very exciting news. A baby is expected in November. To ensure excellent medical
treatment the family will be coming back to the United States this fall. They will be staying with parents during this time. How exciting for them and the grandparents to be able to spend several months
together preparing for the arrival and to catch up with family after being apart for some time!
Please take time to look at the bulletin board. I’m sure you will recognize this family. We will provide
additional information on their ministry, current needs and prayer requests.

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY
CHURCH

610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We’re on the Web!
www.oakridgecommunity.org

