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Self-Denial as the Starting Point
From Pastor Jim
We spent the previous two articles
introducing the Biblical subject of
self-denial, seeing its necessity and
its benefit. Now it’s time to begin
considering the purposes of selfdenial and how it is worked out in
our lives.
Let’s begin where Jesus started on
the subject when He declared, “If
anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself,
and take up his cross daily and follow Me” (Luke 9:23).
The first step to becoming a follower of Jesus is to deny
oneself. What does that mean?
Denying Ourselves a Place on the Throne
I pointed out in my July article that one idea involved in
this initial step of self-denial is that we deny ourselves
any place on the throne of our lives. We repudiate the
idea prevalent in our world that “This is my life and I
will do with it what I want.” Rather, we acknowledge
that Jesus Christ, and He alone, is the rightful Lord and
Master of our lives.
This means we yield to His purposes, His goals, His plan
for our lives. This means we surrender to His will regarding . . .
 how we think (e.g., Philippians 4:8 – Finally,
brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any
excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell
on these things.)
 how we talk (e.g., Ephesians 4:29 – Let no
unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but
only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give
grace to those who hear.)
 how we “feel” (e.g., Ephesians 4:31 – Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.)
 how we act (e.g., Ephesians 4:32 – Be kind to one
another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just
as God in Christ also has forgiven you.)

A note of explanation may be helpful here. The selfdenial that yields and surrenders to Jesus Christ in the
way we are discussing is first and foremost a yielding of
the heart—a surrender of the will. This self-denial does
not result in perfect obedience in this life, but rather is
evidenced in willing, consistent obedience that increases
in its eagerness and its constancy as we progress in sanctification.
Denying Ourselves any Reliance on
Our Own Righteousness
Another idea involved in the initial step of self-denial
required to become a follower of Jesus is that we deny
any value and validity of self-righteousness. We recognize that every effort we have made to impress God and
access His favor and His presence has been worthless and
fruitless. We acknowledge that “… we are all like an
unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are like filthy
rags” (Isaiah 64:6).
The testimony of the apostle Paul beautifully illustrates
what this looks like. In Philippians 3:5-6 he enumerates
his self-righteousness: “circumcised the eighth day, of the
nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of
Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in
the Law, found blameless.”
(Continued on page 3)
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Joshua & Kara Dunckel
Missionaries to Romania
Submitted by Mike Jacobe

For the past year, Joshua and Kara have been waiting on God’s timing to return
to their mission field, their home, Romania. In Bucharest alone, there are 40,000
Muslims, and they outnumber evangelicals two to one.
An excerpt from their July/August 2013 newsletter stated: Three airports, one
short layover, and three plastic-wrapped airline meals later we are in the U.S. for the
next few months. We’re starting out our stay with a brief visit to Kara’s parents,
Oakridge Community Church, and the midwife who will deliver Baby Dunckel in
September. We are headed to College Church in Wheaton in a few days on our way
to Lansing, Michigan. There we will spend time with Joshua’s parents as his father
undergoes radiation for prostate cancer. We are also looking forward to seeing our
church family at South Church in Lansing. August and September will find us back
in Minnesota, conveniently near pre-natal care.
(l. to r.) Noemi, Joshua, Isobel,
However, the “few months” they had anticipated turned into more than a year of
Anders and Kara
waiting on God’s perfect timing. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are
My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts.” – Isaiah 55:9
Meanwhile, a new baby boy, Anders Jacob, was born into their family on September 25, at 5:29 p.m. Anders weighed
9 pounds, 8 ounces, and measured 21 inches tall. His big sisters Noemi and Isobel will need to help make sure he stays
out of mischief.
The main reason for the waiting involved a transition in sending organizations from One Challenge (OC) to
ReachGlobal. With OC, their ministry was headed more and more in the direction of MK (missionary kid) education,
which was different than their calling.
In a previous letter, they wrote, “While we are so very thankful for the staff at the Christian school and the ministry
they have had to our children, we know the reason we came to Romania was not to work in the school, but to mobilize
Romanian missionaries.”
In describing their transition to ReachGlobal, they wrote, “As far as ministry fit is concerned, ReachGlobal is where
we see God's place for us.”
 ReachGlobal is committed to "healthy people living in healthy teams equipping healthy leaders in order to multiply healthy churches." We have seen this playing out in their team culture on the field and already have seen
its benefits for us personally.
 ReachGlobal's ministry strategy is "Develop. Empower. Release." This fits in well with missions mobilization
as we develop Romanian believers who are interested in missions, empower with the tools needed for ministry,
and release them into cross-cultural ministry. We also want to develop a missions vision within the Romanian
church, empower it to greater involvement in the Great Commission, and release it to do these things in a distinctly Romanian way.
Though it wasn’t anticipated, the delayed departure of Joshua and Kara allowed them to be there to provide comfort and support during the last days of Joshua’s father. Although he had been receiving treatment for prostate
cancer, on Monday, May 12, Ray Dunckel went home to be with the Lord.
 Please keep Joshua’s mother in your prayers as she learns to process her feelings and cope with the new circumstances.
 Also keep Joshua in your prayers as he feels that it still hasn’t hit him that he has lost his father.
As Joshua and Kara return to Romania to live out their calling, let us continue to pray for, support and encourage them
and their family in preparation for the Lord’s return.
 Please pray for the city of Bucharest. As it celebrates its 555th anniversary, Joshua, Kara and their city team
have asked God to raise up 555 people to pray for Bucharest each day of September. They know that the foundation of revival is prayer, and they are convinced that through prayer God will bring hope and new life to this
needy city.
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Ministry Opportunities at OCC
Each believer in Jesus Christ has God-given gifts, abilities and interests that He intends to be used for His glory by
serving one another within the body. Perhaps you want to exercise your talents for that purpose but are not aware of the
opportunities to do so! To this end, below is a list of some of the areas where you might find a role that fits you just
right. If so, talk to the contact person listed right away. Be blessed and be a blessing!
As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.
Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is
serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom
belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
1 Peter 4:10-11

Ministry

Role

Contact Person

Missions Committee

Committee Member

Mike Jacobe

Newsletter

Photographer

Jim Odens

Newsletter

Writer

Jim Odens

Nursery

Caregiver

Deb Jacobe

Sound Booth

Audio technician

James DeCaro

Sound Booth

Video technician

James DeCaro

Usher Team

Usher

Jim Mathiowetz

Worship Team

Instrumentalist

James DeCaro

Worship Team

Singer

James DeCaro

Self-Denial as the Starting Point
(continued from page 1)
Then in Philippians 3:7 he expresses what self-denial in
this matter of self-righteousness looks like: “But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted
as loss for the sake of Christ.” To gain Christ and His
righteousness, he had to lose his own. To enjoy the benefit of Christ’s perfect righteousness, he had to see and
acknowledge his own righteousness as the filthy rag it
was.

Following Christ starts with denying self. No one can
rightfully claim to be His follower without acknowledging the worthlessness of his own righteousness and
surrendering the throne of his life to Jesus Christ. Lord
willing, next month we will begin to look at how selfdenial is lived out in the lives of those who have taken
that first step.
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Youth News

Submitted by Jeremy Misener

B

e praying for our youth and elementary students as they go back to school this fall. I find that as the years go by
I need to remind myself of what our kids face as they go back to school in order to better minister to them and pray for
them. Many of the things they face are similar to things we all have had to face:
 Getting stretched to think and process information in ways that are new and exciting
 Dealing with fear and anxiety on many different levels (relational, social, cognitive)
 Learning how to become self-disciplined and responsible to fulfill classroom expectations
 Handling the stress that comes from such a full daily/weekly schedule
 Learning how to make good decisions (and learn from bad decisions) as they gain more freedom and

independence
But there are other areas that our students now face that I didn’t have to face to the same degree:
 Spending 30-40 hours a week in an environment where a lack of respect for others and authority has become






more and more the norm. If you don’t believe me, walk down the hall of a local school in between classes
and listen to how kids talk not only to one another but to teachers and faculty—many times with little to no
genuine consequences
Physical safety
Attacks on Christian moral standards and beliefs becoming more aggressive
Social media has changed how communication is done, as well as making it easier to be exposed to certain
things that can and will damage them
A pace of life that seems to be increasing in speed with each passing year

Our students and their families need our prayers. Our students and their families need our encouragement. Continue to
do both as the new school year begins.
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September Song of the Month
Submitted by James DeCaro

Portrait of Charles Wesley by John Russell

O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
Charles Wesley wrote 18 stanzas of poetry for the first anniversary of His trusting in Christ. We know the
seventh verse best. It begins, “O for a thousand tongues to sing.” The first verse, however, is:
Glory to God, and praise and love
Be ever, ever given;
By Saints below, and Saints above,
The church in earth and Heaven.
When thinking of his conversion, Wesley’s first thought was of God’s glory. Other verses go on to observe
that it was the light of Christ that awakened his heart and that it was the power of the Holy Spirit that let him
call on Jesus. He speaks tenderly in verse 5, and we can sing gladly that it was for each of us that Christ died
as well.
I felt my Lord’s atoning blood
Close to my soul applied;
Me, me He loved—the Son of God,
For me, for me, He died!
We have sung before of the marvelous power of Christ in making the deaf hear and the dumb speak. Wesley’s allusion to Matthew 11:5 leads to several verses calling on unbelievers to trust in Christ, to realize that
all are sinners, and to join with Wesley in the blessing of sins forgiven and looking forward to a heavenly
home.
O for a thousand tongues to sing
My dear Redeemer’s praise!
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace.
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September Bible Reading
For this year’s
Bible reading
schedule, we will
read one Old
Testament and one
New Testament
passage each day.

1
2
3

Psalm 148-150; 1 Corinthians 11:16-34
Proverbs 1-2; 1 Corinthians 12

4
5
6

Proverbs 5-6; 1 Corinthians 14:1-20
Proverbs 7-8; 1 Corinthians 14:21-40
Proverbs 9-10; 1 Corinthians 15:1-32
Proverbs 11-12; 1 Corinthians 15:33-58

7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Proverbs 3-4; 1 Corinthians 13

Proverbs 13-14; 1 Corinthians 16
Proverbs 15-16; 2 Corinthians 1
Proverbs 17-18; 2 Corinthians 2
Proverbs 19-20; 2 Corinthians 3
Proverbs 21-22; 2 Corinthians 4
Proverbs 23-24; 2 Corinthians 5
Proverbs 25-27; 2 Corinthians 6
Proverbs 28-29; 2 Corinthians 7
Proverbs 30-31; 2 Corinthians 8

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Ecclesiastes 1-3; 2 Corinthians 9

26
27
28
29
30

Isaiah 7-9; Galatians 4
Isaiah 10-12; Galatians 5
Isaiah 13-15; Galatians 6
Isaiah 16-18; Ephesians 1
Isaiah 19-21; Ephesians 2

Ecclesiastes 4-6; 2 Corinthians 10
Ecclesiastes 7-9; 2 Corinthians 11:1-15
Ecclesiastes 10-12; 2 Corinthians 11:16-33
Song of Solomon 1-3; 2 Corinthians 12
Song of Solomon 4-5; 2 Corinthians 13
Song of Solomon 6-8; Galatians 1
Isaiah 1-3; Galatians 2
Isaiah 4-6; Galatians 3

Therefore
the Law has
become our
tutor to lead
us to Christ,
so that we may
be justified
by faith.
Galatians 3:24

LABOR DAY

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:00 p.m. - Elders & Wives
Meeting
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

29

28

30

6:30 p.m. - 2015
Summer
Wednesday
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

25

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

18

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group

11

26

19

12

5

Friday

9:00 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

27

20

13

6

Saturday

Ecclesiastes 3:1-2

There is an appointed time for everything.
And there is a time for every event under heaven—
A time to give birth and a time to die;
A time to plant and a time to uproot what is planted.

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m. - Youth Meeting

24

23

22

17

21

16

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Youth Meeting

15

14

7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

10

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting

9

4

3

Thursday

2

Wednesday

July 2013

Tuesday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
5:00 p.m. - Elders
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
Meeting
10:20 a.m. - Worship
1:45 p.m. - Good Samaritan
Sunday Service
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

6:30 p.m. - Elders &
Deacons
Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

Church Office Closed

8

1

Monday

7

Sunday

September 2014
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September Birthdays

September 7 – Mike Jacobe
September 9 – Jill Odens
September 11– Mitchell Misener
September 19 – Carolyn Parker
September 19 – Jada Stout
September 20 – Jennie Horejsi
September 25 – Anders Dunckel

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
OCCpassion
Vision for the absolute,
is to spread a joyful
The vision
Oakridge Community
Church
eternalofsupremacy
of Jesus Christ
is to spread
a joyful
passion
the absolute,
in all
things,
to all for
peoples.
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.

OCC Mission

O AKRIDGE C OMMUNITY CHURCH
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The
of Oakridge
OakridgeCommunity
Community
Church
Themission
mission of
Church
isistotoglorify
God
by
delighting
in,
declaring
glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and
thegospel
gospelofofJesus
Jesus
Christ.
and displaying
displaying the
Christ.

We’re on the Web!
www.oakridgecommunity.org

