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Groaning and Rejoicing
From Pastor Jim
Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are
keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have
to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not
with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to
you.
Hebrews 13:17
Leading a church is a daunting task. Were it not for the
calling of the Lord, the power of the Holy Spirit, the
authoritative truth of the Word of God and the preciousness of the body of Christ, only a fool would want to
take on such a task. The weight of responsibility and
sense of accountability is great. The probability of being
misunderstood, criticized and attacked is 100%. There
are more sleepless nights than any church leader will
ever tell you.
Leading a church is a glorious task. The thrill of proclaiming the Word of God and watching as God works
that Word in souls, transforming them for His glory and
their joy in Him, is a delight unlike any other. Seeing
believers in Jesus Christ grow and mature in Him over
the years is heartwarming, to put it mildly.
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Leading a church is a bittersweet task. There will always
be joy and there will always be
groaning. The joy comes because God is faithful in the process of bringing to completion
the work He has begun in His
people. He continues to bring
about greater and greater conformity to Jesus Christ. The
groaning comes because church
leaders are redeemed sinners leading redeemed sinners
while we all live and operate in a fallen world and are
engaged in spiritual warfare.
Sheep play a huge role in how much joy and how much
groaning their shepherds do. That is evident from the
verse above. From the perspective of this verse, the joy
and the groaning are directly connected with how the
sheep respond to the shepherds.
How do you know whether you are causing your leaders to groan or to rejoice? On pages 4-5 of this edition
of the Oakbridge is a run-down of some factors compiled from decades of rejoicing and groaning, as this
year marks the fortieth since the Lord called me to
pastoral ministry. The list is certainly not complete, but
hopefully it is informative. I take full responsibility for
what is on this list, but I should also mention that all
your Elders have had the opportunity to examine it and
add to it.
The list is compiled alphabetically using the items in
the column listing what causes groaning. In other
words, these are not listed in any order of perceived
importance. The items in the column of what leads to
rejoicing mostly correspond to the first column,
although additional items have been added because
there are so many reasons for joy. The Scripture texts
are representative, not a complete listing.
(Continued on page 4)
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From Darl & Jill Powell

Maintenance, Construction and Evangelism in Senegal
will allow me to pursue the full-time ministry I’ve
longed to do since we arrived in Senegal—evangelism
through building. Over the past years, I have seen how
my gifts of helping to build His church both physically
and spiritually can work in this culture and on this field.
We are still serving with WorldVenture and will still be
ministering in Senegal. The only thing that will change
is the time I can devote to Building With Christ.

Greetings!
In April of this year, Dakar Academy hosted a retirement reception for 3 of our staff. It was held during the
school day, and the entire school came by to express
their gratitude to Jean Dacosta (our gardener), Vincent
Gomis (our maintenance man), and Bernadeth Carvalho (our dorm cook) for the combined 52 years of
service to Dakar Academy. It was a bitter-sweet celebration: we were glad we could honor them, but their
season at the academy had come to an end.
In May of this year, our Missions Baptist du Senegal
team celebrated the retirement of our very good friends,
Ken and Julie Vaughan. The Vaughans have been educating and mentoring future leaders, including three of
our own, for 28 years. Jill, with the help of one of the
missionaries’ children, organized and coordinated
everything including the location, the decorations, the
food, the fabric selection and the gifts for the event.
When we say ‘the choice of fabric,’ we mean that when
there is a celebration in West Africa, it is tradition that
all involved wear the same cloth as part of their attire.
So dresses, shirts and vests are all made out of the same
fabric. Over 200 people were in attendance. What an
honor it was to celebrate this season with the
Vaughans!
A personal note from Darl:
As of August 2015, we began a year-long home assignment. A year ago I had notified the school’s director,
Joe Rosa, that I would not be returning to Dakar Academy when we return to Senegal in 2016. This was a
decision we had prayed about for several years. I am
not changing ministries, but leaving Dakar Academy

I have appreciated the years I have spent with Dakar
Academy as Maintenance Director and recognize that
having this position has helped me understand the Senegalese culture, as well as develop meaningful relationships that I hope will continue when we return in 2016.
I realize at this point the practical education I have received during this season that will help me immensely
in the future. This was definitely His plan and has been
His perfect timing. I am proud of the contribution to the
school’s beautification and all the improvements over
the last 10 years. I will be able to continue building
churches with Dakar Academy during their outreach
weekends. Thank you for allowing me the opportunity
to be a part of this ministry.
Jill’s desire is to continue ministering at Dakar Academy. She is a truly gifted housing and event coordinator
and enjoys mentoring the students.
Thank you for your continued support. Please pray with
us as we continue each step of faith.
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Summer Oaks
Submitted by Jonathan Leslie

T

hank you to everyone who participated in, helped with and
prayed for our Summer Oaks ministry to kids this year! Every
Tuesday evening from June 16 to August 11 we played
together, learned more about the grace of Christ through lesser known
men and women in the Bible such as Shiphrah and Puah, Micaiah,
and Anna, and enjoyed some great snacks as well. A special thanks to
Ann Runk (snacks), Seth Beyersdorf and Nate Smith (teaching), and
the Mathiowetz Trio of JoAnna, Emily, and Robin who came up with
and led the game time every week. Please join in expressing your
gratitude to this team of volunteers! If you have ideas or would like to
be involved next summer, please contact Pastor Jonathan.

Youth Ministry
Submitted by Jonathan Leslie

It’s September! Can’t call it summer, but isn’t it too early for Fall?
Let’s just say, “Late Summer”! No matter what we call it, it’s time to
get back to our regular schedule here at Oakridge, and that means
youth group.
Pastor Jonathan will be leading our youth ministry this year, beginning with a kick-off meeting for youth and parents on Wednesday,
September 9, at 6:30 p.m. at the Leslie home. This will be an opportunity to get to know each other better as well as hear the plans for
the coming year.
He is excited to work together with parents to build their youth into
Christ, into their families, and into their church—and have a great
time doing it! Please pray for our youth, their families and all those
helping in this ministry. If you would like to be involved, contact
Pastor Jonathan.
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What Makes Leaders Groan
(Continued from page 1)


























Complaining, grumbling, whining (James 5:9)
Consumer mentality about church life
Conversing only about worthless matters (Ephesians 4:29)
Critical spirits
Daily life focused on the cares of this life (Matthew 6:24-34)
Dissension, divisiveness
Excusing rather than repenting over sin and wrong (Genesis 3:12-13)
Expecting us to know what we haven’t been told
Fear of man displacing confidence in the Lord (Proverbs 29:25)
Family life that reflects the world

Gossip (Proverbs 20:19; Romans 1:29; 2 Corinthians 12:20)
Individualistic, independent mind set
Nonchalant view of sin
Operating on assumptions and hearsay
Prayerlessness
Pride (Proverbs 6:16-19; 16:5, 18; 21:4)
Pursuit of fading treasures and pleasures rather than eternal joy (Matthew 6:19)
Questioning others’ motives and/or attributing motives to others (Matthew 7:1-5)
Quitting, giving up because of difficulties (Hebrews 12:4-11)
Self-focus (Philippians 2:3-4)
Unforgiving spirits (Matthew 18:21-35)
Unreliability (Proverbs 25:19)
Willful Biblical ignorance
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What Makes Leaders Rejoice































You being part of the solution rather than the problem
Active commitment to building up the body of Christ
Hearing you talk about the Lord (1 Peter 2:9)
Kind, uplifting spirits
Seeking first the kingdom and righteousness of God
Unity (Philippians 2:1-2)
Repentance rather than excuses for sin and wrongdoing (Psalm 51)
Openness and honesty
Trust in the Lord
Godly husbands who are loving leaders for Christ’s sake (Eph. 5:25-33; Col. 3:19)
Godly wives who are submissive helpers for Christ’s sake (Eph. 5:22-24; Col. 3:18)
Godly fathers who are training their children in the Lord (Eph. 6:4; Col. 3:21)
Children who are obedient to parents for Christ’s sake (Eph. 6:1-3; Col. 3:20)
Single men and women who cling to Christ (1 Corinthians 7:32, 34-35)
Control of the tongue
Body-life mentality (1 Corinthians 12-13; Ephesians 4:11-16)
Striving for holy living (Psalm 139:23-24; Hebrews 12:14)
Operating on known facts
Eagerness to pray together (Ephesians 6:18-20)
Humility (1 Peter 5:6)
Storing up treasures in heaven (Matthew 6:19-20)
Keeping attention on and aligning one’s own motives with the Lord’s
Perseverance in trials (James 1:2-4)
Focus on Jesus Christ and others (Philippians 2:3-11)
Forgiving spirits (Ephesians 4:31-32)
Trustworthiness
Hunger for the Word of God (1 Peter 2:1-3)
Seeing you demonstrate love for one another (1 Thessalonians 4:9-10; 1 John 4:10-11)
Generous spirits (Acts 2:44-45; 2 Corinthians 8:1-5)
Purposeful, worshipful obedience to Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:18-20)
Seeing your concern for those who are hurting (Romans 12:15; 1 Thessalonians 5:14)
Sensing your passion for Jesus Christ (Matthew 22:34-38; Philippians 3:8-11)
Watching you grow in grace and the knowledge of Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18)
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A Debtor to Mercy Alone
Song of the Month
Submitted by James DeCaro
A search online will reveal a number of different tunes that have been used with
Augustus Toplady’s A Debtor to Mercy Alone. Rather than debating which one is
best, I wanted to point out the depth and richness in the words that can be brought
out with such a wide variety of music. One version is a cheerful, syncopated
melody. Another is a somber, minor tune. A third has a contemplative, but still
upbeat, lilt to it. So how does each of these fit the content of the song?
What else is upbeat like being free from the wrath of God and knowing that our
sins are covered by the blood of our Savior? Should we not be cheered knowing
that God will do all He has said? My name is written on Christ’s hands! These
thoughts should bring us to rejoice greatly, and a melody that reflects this is a
blessing to pair with these words.
Though a cursory reading of the words of this song may not bring to mind the
cross, I am sure that is what some of the tunes for the words are meant to bring
up. Knowing that our debt was paid by Christ on the cross, we must also consider
the cost of God showing mercy to us. Singing these words with solemnity helps
us remember Christ’s suffering for our sake.

Augustus Toplady
1740-1778

To modern-day believers, a feeling of contemplation is certainly appropriate for this song. The text is dense,
and we must think as we sing to understand and appreciate the meaning. If we aren’t thinking, we might miss
the reference to Romans 8:38-39 in verse 2 or the comfort that comes from knowing God always fulfills His
promises.
We will only sing one tune this month, but perhaps you can look up and listen to the others for a fuller appreciation of the text.
A debtor to mercy alone, of covenant mercy I sing;
Nor fear, with Thy righteousness on, my person and off’ring to bring.
The terrors of law and of God with me can have nothing to do;
My Savior’s obedience and blood hide all my transgressions from view.
The work which His goodness began, the arm of His strength will complete;
His promise is Yea and Amen, and never was forfeited yet.
Things future, nor things that are now, nor all things below or above,
Can make Him His purpose forego, or sever my soul from His love.
My name from the palms of His hands eternity will not erase;
Impressed on His heart it remains, in marks of indelible grace.
Yes, I to the end shall endure, as sure as the earnest is giv’n;
More happy, but not more secure, the glorified spirits in Heav’n.
Text written by Augustus Toplady. Possible tunes include Trewen, Llangristiolus, and those by Bob Kauflin and Kevin Twit.

2:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting
7:00 p.m. - Evangelism
Training

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Youth Group
Meeting

30

29

23

28

22

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

27

21

20

10:30 a.m. - Project Life
Ministry

16

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Youth Group
Meeting

9

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

2

WED

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

6:30 p.m. - Elders &
Deacons
Meeting

15

7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

8

1

TUE

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

14

Church Office Closed

LABOR DAY

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
1:45 p.m. - Good Samaritan
Sunday Service
4:30 p.m. - DeCaro Care Group
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2 Corinthians 13:11

13

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship

6

MON

Finally, brethren rejoice, be made
complete, be comforted, be like-minded,
live in peace; and the God of love and
peace will be with you.

SUN

10:30 a.m. - Project Life
Ministry
6:30 p.m. - Butler C.G.
7:00 p.m. - Larson C.G.
7:00 p.m. - Visual Arts
Committee
Meeting

24

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

17

6:30 p.m. - Butler
Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Larson
Care Group

10

10:30 a.m. - Project Life
Ministry
6:30 p.m. - Butler C.G.
7:00 p.m. - Larson C.G.
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THU

25

18

11

4

FRI

SAT

9:30 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

26

19

10:00 a.m. - Piecemakers
Sewing
Saturday

12

6:00 p.m. - Titus 2
Women’s
Fellowship @
Darlene’s
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September Bible Reading
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Ezekiel 13-15
Ezekiel 16-17
Ezekiel 18-20
Ezekiel 21-22
Ezekiel 23-24
Ezekiel 25-27
Ezekiel 28-30
Ezekiel 31-33
Ezekiel 34-36
Ezekiel 37-39
Ezekiel 40-42
Ezekiel 43-45
Ezekiel 46-48
Daniel 1-3
Daniel 4-6

Join us this year as
we go through
the Bible canonically.

The word of
the LORD came
again to me saying,
“Son of man, prophesy and say,
‘Thus says the Lord GOD’, ….”
Ezekiel 30:1-2

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Daniel 7-9
Daniel 10-12
Hosea 1-7
Hosea 8-14
Joel
Amos 1-5
Amos 6-9
Obadiah, Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk, Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah 1-7
Zechariah 8-14
Malachi

September Birthdays
September 7 - Mike Jacobe
September 9 - Jill Odens
September 11 - Mitchell Misener
September 19 - Carolyn Parker
September 19 - Jada Stout
September 20 - Jennie Horejsi
September 25 - Anders Dunckel
OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
Phone: 651-439-4882
E-mail: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We’re on the Web!
www.oakridgecommunity.org

