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Marriage, According to Its Designer!
From Pastor Jim

Is it not interesting that the first, foundational human relationship is that of a husband and wife? Is it not also interesting that the first, foundational human institution ordained of God is marriage? No wonder the forces of darkness
are exerting so much energy and effort to attack, redefine and corrupt marriage as it was originally designed by
God!

Add to this the fact that God’s intention in marriage is that the husband and wife honor Him as the Redeemer by
reflecting the relationship between Jesus Christ and His bride, the Church. It then comes as no surprise that the
powers of evil are working overtime against God-designed marriage. They are working both to destroy the institution of marriage itself and to destroy marriages—especially marriages of Christ-followers.
The forces of evil have strong allies. This world system is a willing listener and avid responder to the demonic lies
and deceptions. The depraved human heart is eager to run down paths that promise independence, freedom and
happiness, even though those paths ultimately lead only to slavery, captivity and misery.
There has never been a time since Eden when the need and urgency have been greater for Christian husbands and
wives to glorify God in their marriages. There has never been a time when it has been more important for Christian husbands and wives to follow God’s design and intentionally adopt His purposes for marriage.
There has never been a time when the worthiness of God needs to be made known more fully through marriages
in which Christian husbands and wives follow through on their commitment to honor the Lord in their marriages.
There has never been a time when the world has more desperately needed to see and hear marriage relationships
lived out as God has designed them.
No marriage in this fallen world is perfect, because every marriage involves spouses in whom the flesh still resides. However, this is no excuse for Christian husbands and wives! Rather, it is a reason for us to strive all the
more to kill the thoughts, motives and deeds of the flesh which create marital problems. It is a reason to regularly
examine and review what God has said about marriage in order to realign ourselves with His design.
It is no surprise that professing Christians struggle in marriage. After all, the battle against the flesh, the world and
the devil rages in every aspect of life. The tragedy is when professing Christians surrender to the flesh, the world
and the devil rather than conquering them through surrender to the Lord, Jesus Christ. It is tragedy when unbelief
has so gripped professing Christians that they actually think their marital issues are hopeless. It is tragedy when
professing Christians rely on humanly-devised approaches and techniques in an attempt to better their marriages,
rather than simply learning from, submitting to and obeying God.

God has much to say about marriage—both directly and indirectly. His Word is filled with truths, principles,
commands and instructions relating to marriage as He has designed it.
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We want to be a people devoted completely to the Lord, seeking to
glorify Him in every aspect of life. This includes our marriages and
home life. In order to further that goal, beginning September 9, our
plan is to see what God has to say about marriage during the 9 o’clock
hour on Sunday mornings in the Auditorium Class.
This investigation will be geared for people who are married, people
who may marry someday, and people whom God could use to help
prepare others for marriage or to help others who are struggling in their
marriages. Surely you are included in at least one of those categories,
so I look forward to your presence and participation!

From the Wyss Family

J

une's New Missionary Orientation event went extremely well –
thanks to each of you who prayed for that week. Here a few pictures
to give you a glimpse of some of the new appointees and what they were
working on.

A New Season...
Appointees, training events and leading a team of mentors have been the focuses of Ryan's ministries with TEAM
for the last 5 years. It's been a great fit for his skill set, meaningful work and a wonderful challenge all at the same
time! That's why when he received a phone call in May asking him to consider taking on a new role in TEAM, it
came as a surprise.
The phone call came from the Personnel Director, Elmer, and the invitation was for Ryan to consider working
directly with him for 1-2 years as the Associate Personnel Director, with a plan to take on the director role when
Elmer retires. After praying about this new opportunity, discussing it extensively with Deb and seeking wise
counsel, Ryan accepted the new position in early July.
The month of July was a transitional time that saw Ryan slowly handing off his team leader responsibilities to one
of his teammates, doing final calls with the appointees he was mentoring and tidying up all administrative duties
linked with his mentoring role. And on August 1, he started his new role in TEAM's Personnel Group.
This new role comes with an increase in leadership responsibility that will be a healthy challenge and will demand that Ryan enter a season of learning. The Personnel Group serves TEAM's missionaries and North American staff by facilitating missionary transitions to and from North America, ongoing learning & development, human resources services, benefits & retirement coordination, missionary kid educational planning & care, administrative services, and the assessment process for appointing new missionaries.
The whole family is happy that a relocation won't be necessary as Ryan takes on this new role ~ we'll still be living in Oak Park Heights, Minnesota, and Ryan will continue to work from the office that Oakridge Community
Church lets him use.
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From the Wyss Family (continued from page 2)
Family News
We enjoyed a short trip to Monroe, Wisconsin, last month to speak at Hope Evangelical Free Church and to visit friends and family in the area. It was wonderful to reconnect with everyone, and the kids had a blast as well (Isaac's smile tells it all!).
Thanks for continuing to pray for Elena. Her head and
stomach pain is less than it was in June but isn't completely gone. She got some new glasses that are pretty
cute too!
Deb and Elena are getting ready to head to Los Angeles,
California, early this month to attend the 3rd annual conference for families affected by Coffin Siris Syndrome.
We attended last year in Seattle, Washington, and were
so encouraged by the connections we made.
Elena

Isaac

Deb is working to help provide networking events for special needs families in
our local community too. This week she will facilitate a meet-and-greet opportunity
for families who have children with special needs who are under the age of 13.

Praise for:
Ongoing prayer, financial and emotional support from an awesome team of people (you!) that makes us feel
loved, well cared for and that we are partners in ministry!

Pray for:
 Ryan as he adjusts to his new role in TEAM's Personnel Group
 Elena's stomach pain and dietary concerns
 Encouraging connections for Deb and Elena at the conference in CA

September Birthdays
September 7 - Mike Jacobe
September 9 - Jill Odens
September 19 - Katya Jones
September 19 - Carolyn Parker
September 20 - Jennie Horejsi
September 25 - Anders Dunckel
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August Bible Reading
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1

2 Chronicles 8

Psalm 58

2

2 Chronicles 9

Psalm 59

3

2 Chronicles 10-12

Psalm 60

4

2 Chronicles 13

Psalm 61

5

2 Chronicles 14-16

Psalm 62

6

2 Chronicles 17-18

Psalm 63

7

2 Chronicles 19-20

Psalm 64

8

2 Chronicles 21-22

Psalm 65

9

2 Chronicles 23-24

Psalm 66

10 2 Chronicles 25-26

Psalm 67

11 2 Chronicles 27-28

Psalm 68

12 2 Chronicles 29-30

Psalm 69

13 2 Chronicles 31-32

Psalm 70

14 2 Chronicles 33-34

Psalm 71

15 2 Chronicles 35-36

Psalm 72

16 Catch-up day

Psalm 73

17 Catch-up day

Psalm 74

18 Ezra 1-2

Psalm 75

19 Ezra 3-4

Psalm 76

20 Ezra 5-6

Psalm 77

21 Ezra 7-8

Psalm 78

22 Ezra 9-10

Psalm 79

23 Catch-up day

Psalm 80

24 Catch-up day

Psalm 81

25 Nehemiah 1-2

Psalm 82

26 Nehemiah 3-4

Psalm 83

27 Nehemiah 5-6

Psalm 84

28 Nehemiah 7

Psalm 85

29 Nehemiah 8

Psalm 86

30 Nehemiah 9

Psalm 87

Two-Year Bible
Reading Plan
This Bible reading plan is
designed to take you
through the Old and New
Testaments in two years,
and through the Psalms
and Proverbs four times
during that period.

September Calendar
Let all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You;
Let those who love Your salvation say continually,
“The Lord be magnified!”
Psalm 40:16

Saturday

1

Sunday

2

Monday

3

Tuesday

4

Wednesday

5

Thursday

6

Friday

7

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Focus on Missions
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC Life/Care Group

Labor Day

Church Office Closed
8:00 a.m. - Control Girl Book Study
6:30 p.m. - Missions Committee Meeting
9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
10:00 a.m. - Control Girl Book Study
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group
6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting

Monday

10

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Elders & Deacons Meeting

Thursday

13

Friday

14

Saturday

15

Tuesday

18

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

19

Thursday

20

Friday

21

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Men’s Book Study
6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting

Saturday

22

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC Life/Care Group

Monday

24

Tuesday

25

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time

26

11

12

3:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting

17

23

Tuesday
Wednesday

Monday

Sunday

8
9

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Group
6:30 p.m. - Conquering Through Christ
Life/Care Group
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Saturday
Sunday

Sunday

Thursday
9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
4:00 p.m. - Visual Arts Committee Meeting
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group
7:00 p.m. - Men’s Book Study
6:30 a.m. - Emmaus Men’s Meeting

27

6:30 p.m. - Connecting in Prayer
6:30 p.m. - Psalm 19 Life/Care Group

Friday

6:30 a.m. - Men’s Book Study

Saturday

8:00 a.m. - Men’s Book Study

28
29

Sunday

30

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship Service
3:30 p.m. - Boutwells Sunday Service
6:30 p.m. - CTC Life/Care Group
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Song of the Month

Submitted by James DeCaro
Loosely based on Psalm 148, our September song of the month is Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens, Adore Him.
Each verse calls us (and all creation) to praise God for His various deeds and virtues. God spoke the universe
into existence, and His laws are to be obeyed. God’s words are also completely trustworthy; every one of His
promises will come to be, and that includes the victory of His saints over sin and death. Hallelujah, amen, indeed!
We’ll use an exciting tune by American hymnodist Lowell Mason. Besides the exuberant melody, the call and
response between the men and women is a great way to sing as we seek to let the word of Christ dwell in us
and to encourage one another to serve the Lord.

Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens, Adore Him
Praise the Lord! Ye heavens, adore Him;
Praise Him, angels, in the height;
Sun and moon, rejoice before Him,
Praise Him, all ye stars and light.
Hallelujah! Amen.
Praise the Lord! for He hath spoken;
Worlds His mighty voice obeyed:
Laws, which never shall be broken,
For their guidance He hath made.
Hallelujah! Amen.
Praise the Lord! for He is glorious;
Never shall His promise fail:
God hath made His saints victorious;
Sin and death shall not prevail.
Hallelujah! Amen.
Praise the God of our salvation;
Hosts on high, His power proclaim;
Heaven and earth and all creation,
Laud and magnify His name!
Hallelujah! Amen.

Oakridge
Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org
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OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

