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What Are We Learning from Our
Missionaries This Summer?
From Pastor Seth
As this year’s Summer Focus on Missions comes to an end, I thought I would share a
few things I have gleaned from our missionary reports:
The work of missions advances slowly and requires faith. Every people group in the
world (reached or unreached) is plagued by the same condition: in our fallen state, the
whole human race has hard and calloused hearts (Ephesians 4:18-19), minds blinded by the
god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:3), and a love for anything but the truth (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12). However, it
is because the Lord has purposed to gather a people for Himself from every tribe, language, people and nation
(Revelation 5:9) that the work of missions will succeed. How will He do that? Only through the faithful preaching
of His Gospel to those who have not yet heard (Romans 10:13-17). But, the row to plow is hard, and breaking up
the dry ground of the human heart is an impossibility for us. The work requires much prayer, enduring labor,
patience, and a hopeful scattering of Gospel-seed (Mark 4:26-29), relying on God alone to make the work fruitful
(1 Corinthians 3:7). Faithful missionary labor is sustained only by believing that the Lord will keep His Word and
save His people. Adoniram Judson, a missionary to Burma in the early 1800s, exemplified this truth. At the end of
twelve years of labor, he had seen only 18 converts. But by his death over 30 years later (1850), he not only had
translated the Bible into Burmese, but also had seen 100 churches planted, and over 8,000 Burmese people brought
to faith in Christ! The same God who accomplished this through Judson can do it through us and through our missionaries! Will we trust Him enough to plow the hard row before us?

Missionaries do not have all the answers. I heard in the reports that our missionaries are facing challenges and situations for which they do not have all the answers. They are presented with circumstances and difficulties that give
rise to more questions than solutions. However, what I observed is that our missionaries are not letting that paralyze
them into inactivity! They are believing and acting upon the promises of God’s Word. James 1:5— “If any of you
lacks wisdom, let him ask God, Who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.” We do not
need to have all the answers in order to move forward with missions and evangelism. We only must recognize our
dependence on God, seek Him in faith for wisdom, and be willing to obey.
The work of global missions requires a global perspective. It is too easy to drift into a narrow-focused view of the
Christian life that centers around “me” or “us,” but does not extend any further. One truth that has caught my attention this summer is the reality that God is actively at work globally. As those who belong to God in Christ, we are
called to be active in that global effort, too! It is true that we who are charged to stay behind and continue the work
of the Great Commission in Stillwater, MN, will primarily fight on the battle lines here (in our families, neighborhoods, schools, workplaces, etc.). However, we must never lose God’s global perspective. We must fight the battles
directly in front of us by using our hands and feet to serve in love and our mouths to speak the truth. But we must
also engage in the “global war” on our knees, praying till victory on behalf of those fighting battles around the
world. Our missionaries need us to be faithful in this fight (Colossians 4:2-4). May the Lord use our time focusing
on missions this summer to encourage our support of missionaries and strengthen our own efforts to complete the
mission back home.
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A Dunckel Update
Holiday greetings to you from Hungary, where our neighbors just finished
celebrating the founding of their nation over 1,000 years ago. Last month
marked one full year in Hungary for us, and that is something worth celebrating as well. God is faithful!
We actually spent our one year Hungary-versary in Estonia at the
ReachGlobal Europe Conference. Thank you for your prayers for this time
of learning and growing together with our colleagues. One highlight of our
time there was Joshua’s gathering of people working in ministries to Muslims. Many workers came together and shared the joys and struggles of their
work planting churches, serving refugees, running a ministry center, and
much more. In a follow-up survey of workers after the meeting everyone responded that they would like to be a part of
future meetings and collaboration. We are looking forward to seeing God work in and through this group.
Another highlight of our time in Estonia was visiting the church of a friend Joshua met through Lausanne’s Young
Leaders Generation and spending the afternoon with her. We wanted to encourage her, but she made us smoothies and
played with our children, so it was pretty mutual. She works full-time training firefighters, is pursuing a Ph. D., and also
manages to serve her community and church faithfully in children’s ministry. She is a natural leader, for which credits
her firefighting background, and told us a couple different stories of times people had looked to her for leadership. She
sees this as a gift to be used for the spread of the Gospel. Young leaders like this keep us excited about what God has in
store through their ministry.
After we returned to Hungary she wrote to ask us to join her in prayer for her father, who is gravely ill and not a believer. Would you please join us in praying for his salvation?
This summer we have also taken steps toward further partnership between our organization and the How Will They Hear
ministry. This will allow us to strategically place new staff on our teams in areas where research has already shown
there are opportunities for Gospel ministries among primarily Muslim immigrants and refugees. What an amazing
opportunity to follow where God is leading!
Last time you heard from us we were concerned about a new education law that outlaws homeschooling in Hungary. Since homeschooling is currently the only educational option available for two of our children we were waiting to
see what God would have us do. We recently heard from a Hungarian lawyer that this law currently does not affect
non-Hungarians, which allows Kara to keep homeschooling Isobel and Anders.
This fall will be busy, not only with school, but also with a trip for Joshua to the US for missions conferences, meetings
in Europe with leaders working among refugees, and another meeting of the Lausanne Younger Leaders. We eagerly
look forward to what God will do in these meetings.
Thank you for your faithful prayers, encouragement, and partnership. We enjoyed seeing your faces last month!
With love,
The Dunckels

September Birthdays
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September 7 - Mike Jacobe
September 19 - Katya Jones
September 19 - Carolyn Parker
September 25 - Anders Dunckel

Fifth Sunday Smorgasbord!
Submitted by Beth Anderson

~a buffet offering a variety of hot and cold meats, salads, etc.
~a wide range of something; a variety

The month of September is a five-Sunday month and that means it’s time for another FIFTH SUNDAY SMORGASBORD! It has been six months since our last FSS because the fifth Sunday of June was our catered Farewell Dinner for
the Odens. So here is a review to remind us all how this works.
The FIFTH SUNDAY SMORGASBORGs are quarterly scheduled all-church potlucks. They give us the opportunity to
get to know more members and attendees of our local Body outside of the Life/Care Groups, Sunday School classes and
segregated Bible studies. Any visitors are also welcome to attend. Smorgasborgs will occur in any month with five
Sundays. Foreknowledge of these dates will allow us to mark our calendars ahead!

Responsibilities for the logistics are rotated between the four quarterly teams of the Caring Hands ministry. The Caring
Hands ministry consists of teams of male and female Oakridge volunteers who have agreed to help with needs that
affect the Oakridge church family. Each team leader is responsible for alerting their team of such needs. Each Caring
Hands team is responsible for the Smorgasbord of their assigned 2019 quarter to set-up (kitchen, tables, chairs, beverages) and clean-up (kitchen, tables, chairs, empty trash). There will be a sign-up on the table in the foyer for additional
volunteers to help each Caring Hands team because many hands really do make light work!
The Oakridge church family is divided into four alphabetical groupings that will bring a main dish, salad, side dish or
dessert. This will be rotated for each subsequent quarter. There are yellow cards at the sign-up table for you to take, fill
out, and bring back with your dish. Please list the ingredients of your dish so that those who have food allergies will
know the ingredients. Thank you!

Fifth Sunday Smorgasbord: September 29, 2019
Set-up and Clean-up: Caring Hands Team Q3
Caring Hands Q3 Team Leader: Wendy Hood
Oakridge Church Family- Menu assignments are based on the first initial of each family’s last name. Please sign up at
the table in the foyer.
A-B
C-L
M-O
P-W

Side dish (bread/rolls/butter, chips, raw veggies/dip, etc.)
Dessert
Main Dish
Salad (greens, fruit, pasta, etc.)
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September Bible Reading
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Romans 9:1-29
Romans 9:30—10:21
Romans 11
Romans 12-13
Romans 14-15
Romans 16
Catch-up day
1 Corinthians 1:1—3:4
1 Corinthians 3:5—4:21
1 Corinthians 5-6
1 Corinthians 7
1 Corinthians 8-9
1 Corinthians 10:1—11:1
1 Corinthians 11:2-34
1 Corinthians 12-14

Psalm 51
Psalm 52
Psalm 53
Psalm 54
Psalm 55
Psalm 56
Psalm 57
Psalm 58
Psalm 59
Psalm 60
Psalm 61
Psalm 62
Psalm 63
Psalm 64
Psalm 65

Two-Year Bible Reading Plan
This Bible reading plan is designed to take you through
the Old and New Testaments in two years, and through
the Psalms and Proverbs four times during that period.

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
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1 Corinthians 15
1 Corinthians 16
Catch-up day
2 Corinthians 1:1—2:13
2 Corinthians 2:14—4:6
2 Corinthians 4:7—5:10
2 Corinthians 5:11—7:4
2 Corinthians 7:5-16
2 Corinthians 8-9
2 Corinthians 10-11
2 Corinthians 12-13
Catch-up day
Galatians 1-2
Galatians 3:1—4:20
Galatians 4:21—5:12

Psalm 66
Psalm 67
Psalm 68
Psalm 69
Psalm 70
Psalm 71
Psalm 72
Psalm 73
Psalm 74
Psalm 75
Psalm 76
Psalm 77
Psalm 78
Psalm 79
Psalm 80

Sunday

9

2
Church Office
Closed

Labor Day

Monday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
11:45 a.m. - Fifth Sunday
Smorgasbord

29

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See L/C Group

22

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus L/C Group

15

30

23

16

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
6:30 p.m. - Elders &
10:20 a.m. - Worship
Deacons
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus Life/Care Grp.
Meeting
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See L/C Group

8

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Focus on Missions
10:20 a.m. - Worship

1
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24

17

10

6:30 p.m.- Missions
Committee
Meeting

3

Tuesday

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group
6:30p.m. - CTC
Life/Care Group

26

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

19

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group
2:30 p.m. - Visual Arts
Committee Mtg.
6:30 p.m. - CTC
Life/Care Group

12

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

5

Thursday

Saturday

28

21

10:00 a.m. - Women’s
Ministry
Fall Event

14

7

Nahum 1:7

6:30 a.m. - OCC
Men’s Group
8:00 a.m. - Elders Mtg.

27

6:30 a.m. - OCC
Men’s Group

20

6:30 a.m. - OCC
Men’s Group
8:00 a.m. - Elders Mtg.
1:00 p.m. - Options for
Women
Ministry

13

6:30 a.m. - OCC
Men’s Group

6

Friday

The Lord is good,
A stronghold in the day of trouble,
And He knows those who take refuge in Him.

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

25

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

18

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

11

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

4

Wednesday

September 2019

Psalms!

Submitted by James DeCaro
While the book of Psalms is not the only source of songs in Scripture, it is obviously important from the fact that it is
the most quoted Old Testament book in the New Testament. The Psalms cover a wide territory of themes, and I have
spent some time to find whether we as a church cover that territory in our singing. Before that can be evaluated, however, we need to have some understanding of what those themes are. One helpful resource to me has been Robert Godfrey’s book Learning to Love the Psalms. In it, he gives the following summary of the themes of the Psalms, followed
by man’s response to each theme.
Primary Theme
• God's goodness and unfailing love for the righteous
human response: praise

Secondary Themes
• the sinfulness of the righteous
human response: confession of sin and lament
• the mysteries of providence in the success of the wicked

human response: expressions of envy and prayer for relief

• confidence in God and the future despite difficulties

human response: prayer for relief and praise

While there are other ways of grouping the Psalms, Godfrey’s framework is helpful for considering the topics of the
book.
As I was the considering the Psalms and our singing, I took a look at the songs we have sung at Oakridge over the past
12 years. At first I was combing through our songs to see which ones were inspired by the Psalms, but then I started
thinking about all the songs! Next month, I plan to provide some more analysis of the topics of the songs we sing and
how they relate to the Psalms. Until then, here are some interesting stats I discovered about our songs in general.
A few stats on our singing over the last 12 years (through December 2018)
Number of unique songs sung – 495
Number of unique songs sung from our hymnal – 213
Number of songs sung in every one of the last 12 years – 7
Number of songs sung only in one year – over 150
Top five songs (by number of times sung overall) –
In Christ Alone (41)
How Deep the Father's Love For Us (32)
And Can It Be? (31)
Beautiful Savior (30)
Be Thou My Vision (30)
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OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.

