THE OAKBRIDGE

OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

YOU ARE THE CHRIST
From Pastor Jim
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His disciples, "Who
do people say that the Son of Man is?" And they said, "Some say John the Baptist; and others,
Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets." He said to them, "But who do you say
that I am?" Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." And Jesus
said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you,
but My Father who is in heaven. I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will
build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.”
Matthew 16:13-18
The location is Caesarea Philippi, probably the northernmost point in Israel to which Jesus journeyed during His
earthly life and ministry. It is about 58 miles driving distance (44 miles straight-line) northeast of Jesus’ boyhood town
of Nazareth and approximately 37 miles driving distance (26 miles straight-line) north of His adopted hometown of
Capernaum.
Matthew 16 marks a transition in the earthly ministry of Jesus. When Jesus and His disciples arrive in Caesarea Philippi, He has been active in public ministry for about two years, and it is from this time on that He sets His face toward
Jerusalem. He does so knowing the suffering and agony which await Him there.
One of Jesus’ goals during the time before His crucifixion is to prepare His disciples for that event and for all that
will follow (Matthew 16:21). After all, eleven of these disciples will be His chosen apostles, eyewitnesses of His life,
death and resurrection through whom the gospel message will initially go forth after He ascends on high. Therefore,
Jesus occupies Himself more than ever with informing them, teaching them, fortifying them and correcting them in
light of their future calling.
It is highly significant that the first matter Jesus addresses at this turning-point of His ministry is the identification of
who He is. That’s because who He is makes all the difference in the universe! Who He is determines the legitimacy,
the value and the effectiveness of everything He says and does.
As is also true today, there were many differing opinions about Jesus’ identity being offered while He lived and ministered in Israel. Most of those opinions were actually favorable, assuming John the Baptist, Elijah and Jeremiah were
held in high regard by those who identified Jesus with them. Those opinions were based on personal interpretations of
what had been observed: the miracles Jesus performed and the teachings He proclaimed.
None of those opinions mattered, nor were any of them accurate. The people who with their own eyes saw Jesus’
miracles and with their own ears heard Him teach did not properly grasp the meaning or the significance of what they
saw and heard. That’s an important observation, for it demonstrates that human reasoning and conclusions are not to
be trusted when it comes to spiritual matters.
In contrast to public opinion prevalent at the time, Peter’s declaration about Jesus’ identity was accurate. However,
it was accurate only because God the Father had revealed it to Peter, not because Peter had guessed rightly or even
because he had done a good job of processing the teachings and miracles of Jesus.
Peter’s comprehension of Jesus’ identity was more than mental knowledge. It was a God-revealed truth which, in
conjunction with the indwelling presence and power of the Holy Spirit, would become such a conviction that Peter
would one day actually die a martyr’s death for the sake of this Christ, the Son of the living God!
(Continued on page 3)
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From Carla Stiles
There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens:
a time to plant and a time to uproot, a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance,
These verses in Ecclesiastes describe my life over the past 8 months – working my way through different seasons –
uprooting and planting, weeping and laughter, mourning and dancing. As transition and change continue to be a big part
of my life, I have become aware that each new literal season brings new transitions, new questions (did I bring any
Thanksgiving décor back to the US? Do I get a live or permanent Christmas tree?), new confusions and new adjustments
on how things are done here in the US. There are old things that need to be uprooted and new traditions and friendships
that need to start as I have gone through a phase of a huge uprooting and have planted new roots here in Minnesota.
One thing that hasn’t changed is my commitment to serve God with Pioneers and to see people – here, near and far find new life in Christ. My role has changed but my passion hasn’t. I am still working with Pioneers with a Mobilization
(Mob) base assignment rather than an overseas assignment. My Mob base is the US Mob base and I am helping in several areas.

•

•

•

Pro-active member care for singles on the field or in transition. God
has placed a passion in my heart to help other singles thrive on the
field. This is made possible by technology with video chats. Presently
I am connecting with 4-6 singles on a weekly or bi-weekly basis. I
love listening to their joys and struggles, hearing about their everyday
lives, encouraging them in all areas of their lives and praying with
them. I will be facilitating a discussion on member care for singles at
a Regional Conference in Chiang Mai in January and hope to meet
some of the new singles in our Southeast Asia area.
Working with Pioneers Alumni in the Twin Cities area - Pioneers is a
young mission and therefore has few alumni and retirees. I’m helping
connect with our alumni, creating a network where they can reach out
to each other as they walk through transition and challenging them to
consider ways that they can stay connected with what God is doing
through Pioneers by using their language skills with immigrants,
teaching English, offering hospitality to Pioneers members traveling
near them and mentoring appointees. I’m also coordinating gettogethers with our Pioneers members in the Twin Cities area so that
alumni, present members and appointees can connect with each other.
Helping out with mobilizing for Pioneers in this area. As opportunities
arise at colleges, universities and churches, I am representing Pioneers
or helping to coordinate other field members who are available to mobilize for Pioneers.

Skyping with 2 singles, Ellen and Erin

Over the past months, there has been much mourning and weeping as I have said
good-bye to many friends and ways of living, but there has also been much laughing and dancing.
Some of the mourning and weeping:

•
•
•

I miss the freedom of riding around on my motorcycle, but not the traffic!
I miss the everyday contact with my students and sharing God with them
through my life.
October 28, one of my dear students, Fai, passed away due to complications
with Lupus. I mourned because I won’t get another hug from her or see her
smiling face and because I don’t know if she ever made that final decision to
follow Jesus. She knew all about Him, but I don’t know if she knew Him.

Fai at graduation
(Continued on page 3)
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From Carla Stiles (continued from page 2)
Some of the laughing and dancing:

• I’m starting a small group with young professionals

from my church, so my heart is still connected to this
age group.
• God has given me an opportunity to fulfill another
passion by tutoring math.
• A Thai student (Breeze) and my Yao pastor (Pastor
Tanatat) and his family came to visit in October. It
was fun to show them Minnesota and see them go
through culture shock!
• In January, I’ll be back in Chiang Mai for a conference, an opportunity to connect with singles and to
see some of my Thai friends!

Carla with Pastor Tanatat and family
up on the North Shore

Dinner at Carla’s house with Breeze,
Tanatat’s family and another missionary family
from New Life that also works in Thailand

So as the seasons keep coming and going and change keeps happening, I am slowly learning how to be planted here and
share my life so that others will see Jesus in me and find new life in Him.

From Pastor Jim (continued from page 1)
2019 is a time of transition for us—transition in the life and ministry of Oakridge Community Church and transition
in the life and ministry of Jim and Jill Odens. Such transition brings many questions, some unease, some anticipation.
It’s not the same kind of transition which Jesus and the disciples experienced, starting there in Caesarea Philippi. However, it is transition which affects us all.
What can and ought to be the commonality between the transition experienced by Jesus with His disciples and the
transition we are about to undergo is the God-revealed reality of who Jesus is. If He is the Christ, the Son of the living
God, then the work of redemption He accomplished is for real, providing real forgiveness and genuine cleansing from
sin for all who trust in Him. If He is the risen and exalted Christ, then He truly has poured out the Holy Spirit to indwell
and empower all whom He has caused to be born again. If He is the Christ, He is the God-appointed Head of His
Church, whose instructions and teachings she is to heed and observe. If He is the Christ, He is the sovereign Lord of all
who is neither surprised nor hindered by our circumstances. If He is the Christ, He is the King who reigns forever and
ever.
Throughout 2019, let us embrace, trust and rest in the truth that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God. That is
the starting point for handling transition well.
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January Bible Reading
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Isaiah 54-55
Isaiah 56-57
Isaiah 58-59
Isaiah 60-61
Isaiah 62:1-63:6
Isaiah 63:7—64:12
Isaiah 65:1-16
Isaiah 65:17—66:24
Catch-up day
Catch-up day
Jeremiah 1
Jeremiah 2:1—3:5
Jeremiah 3:6—4:4
Jeremiah 4:5—5:31
Jeremiah 6

Proverbs 26
Proverbs 27
Proverbs 28
Proverbs 29
Proverbs 30
Proverbs 31:1-9
Proverbs 31:10-31
Psalm 1
Psalm 2
Psalm 3
Psalm 4
Psalm 5
Psalm 6
Psalm 7
Psalm 8

Two-Year Bible Reading Plan
This Bible reading plan is designed to take you through
the Old and New Testaments in two years, and through
the Psalms and Proverbs four times during that period.

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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Jeremiah 7:1—8:17
Jeremiah 8:18—10:25
Jeremiah 11-12
Jeremiah 13
Jeremiah 14-15
Jeremiah 16-17
Jeremiah 18-19
Jeremiah 20
Jeremiah 21-22
Jeremiah 23-24
Jeremiah 25
Jeremiah 26
Jeremiah 27-28
Jeremiah 29
Jeremiah 30-31
Jeremiah 32-33

Psalm 9
Psalm 10
Psalm 11
Psalm 12
Psalm 13
Psalm 14
Psalm 15
Psalm 16
Psalm 17
Psalm 18
Psalm 19
Psalm 20
Psalm 21
Psalm 22
Psalm 23
Psalm 24

Sunday

Monday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

27

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

20

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

28

21

29

22

7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

31

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

30

24

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

17

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group
4:00 p.m. - Visual Arts
Committee
Meeting

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s Group

25

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s Group

18

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s Group

11

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s Group

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

10

4

Friday

3

Thursday

23

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

16

14

15

7:00 p.m. - Deacons Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

13

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

7

9

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

New Year’s Day
Church Office Closed

8

2

Wednesday

1

Tuesday

January 2019

6

2 Thessalonians 3:16

Now may the Lord of peace Himself
continually grant you peace in every
circumstance. The Lord be with you all!
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9:30 a.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

26

19

12

5

Saturday

January Birthdays

January 1 - Annika Dunckel
January 1 - Jessica Jones
January 5 - Isaac Wyss
January 8 - Elena Wyss
January 11 - Riley Horejsi
January 19 - Beatrice Smith
January 21 - Tom Weber
January 27 - Hannah Horejsi
January 30 - Chris Jones

Oakridge
Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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