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WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO AT THE LORD’S TABLE
From Pastor Jim
Each month a bulletin item encourages you to prepare your heart for the observance of
The Lord’s Table the first Sunday of the following month. Included in that notice is an encouragement to sit together as a family household in the worship service, with the head of
the household sitting at the end of the pew.
What’s that all about? Why is this our practice? What is the significance?
The Lord’s Table is an ordinance established by Jesus Christ to remind us of Him and His
all-sufficient, fully-effective, finished work of redemption. The bread reminds us that He
gave Himself in the place of sinners, having become flesh and blood so that He could take
the full curse of sin upon Himself—including physical death. The cup reminds us that He
actually died—His blood was shed and His death is sufficient for the forgiveness and cleansing of all who come to Him in faith.
In our observance of the Lord’s Table we have portrayed for us the reality that Jesus is truly the Bread of Life
who gives eternal life to all who trust in Him. That’s why only those who are truly trusting in Jesus are to participate in the observance of the Table.
In our observance of the Lord’s Table we have portrayed for us in physical actions the spiritual truth that whoever comes to Him will never hunger and whoever believes in Him will never thirst (John 6:35). There is deep
meaning and significance to what takes place as we participate in the Lord’s Table. We must never let the import
of what is portrayed in this ceremony be diminished in our thinking or our attitude. Rather, the significance of the
Lord’s Table should be growing in our estimation, not decreasing or “coasting.”
This is where the role of the head of household, usually the husband or father, comes in. The head of the household is the one on whom God has placed the primary responsibility for ministering His Word to the family. The
husband is to follow the headship example of Jesus Christ by washing his wife with the water of the Word
(Ephesians 5:25-27). The father is to bring up his children in the instruction of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4), constantly applying the Word of God to the daily situations of life (Deuteronomy 6:6-9).
In other words, the head of the household is the one who has the primary privilege and responsibility to prepare
the believers in the family for proper participation in the Lord’s Table. The head of the household is the one who
has the primary privilege and responsibility to proclaim the gospel to those in the family who are not yet trusting
in Jesus Christ—relating to them how the gospel of Christ is portrayed in the Lord’s Table, why the Table is for
believers only, and why they desperately need to place their trust in the only Person who can save their souls from
sin and death and eternal condemnation.
(Continued on page 2)
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Why We Do What We Do
at the Lord’s Table (continued from page 1)
When we encourage the heads of households to sit at the end of the
pew on Lord’s Table Sunday, it is with this in mind. The person who
has been (or at least should have been) preparing the family can continue to exercise his God-given privilege and responsibility to lead and
serve the family. By taking an appropriately-sized piece of the bread,
breaking it into individual pieces for each believer in his family, the
head of household is saying, “As I have been telling you, Jesus is the
Bread of Life. He is our life. He sustains our life. Only in Him do we
live. Now I picture it for you by giving you this piece of bread, representing His body which He gave for you on the cross. As I have served
you the gospel in words, I now serve you this portrayal of the gospel
which was served to me by our Elders.”
When the cup is passed, by taking the cups from the tray and handing a cup to each believer in the household,
the head of household is saying by his actions, “As I have been telling you, Jesus is the Fountain of Life. Only in
His death, represented by His shed blood, do we have forgiveness and cleansing. In great mercy and grace and
love He gave His life so we might share in the benefits of the New Covenant He inaugurated. As I have served
you this gospel in words, I now serve you this portrayal of the gospel which was served to me by our Elders.”
In an age when the role of the husband/father/head of household is often put down and mocked, we want to
respect, honor and remind ourselves of the God-given role and responsibility He has given to him. One way we
are able to do so is our approach to and observance of the Lord’s Table. That’s why we do what we do!

Thanksgiving Eve Service and Fellowship

Let everything
that has breath
praise the Lord!
Psalm 150:6

Wednesday, November 21
7:00 p.m.
Join us for a special evening of singing, Scripture readings,
prayer and praise to our gracious and generous God! Come
prepared to share a testimony of the Lord’s goodness to you
in the past year. Then enjoy continuing fellowship with the
people of God as we eat the delicious pies which will be
served in the Fellowship Hall following the service!
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Operation Christmas Child:
Good News. Great Joy.

Operation Christmas Child is a ministry of Samaritan’s Purse, a nondenominational, evangelical Christian organization providing spiritual and physical aid to hurting people around the world.
For the past 25 years, Samaritan’s Purse has been collecting shoeboxes filled with gifts and delivering them to children
in need around the world. Each box is an opportunity for a boy or girl to experience the love of God in a tangible way
and hear the Gospel. Many boys and girls who receive shoebox gifts also participate in its follow-up discipleship program, The Greatest Journey, which teaches them how to faithfully follow Christ and share Him with others.
Throughout these 25 years, God has blessed and expanded this ministry in the following ways:

1993: Samaritan’s Purse collected the first shoebox gifts in the United States and Canada and distributed them
to Bosnian children suffering during an ethnic war.
1994: Mary Damron collected 1,258 shoebox gifts from neighbors in her West Virginia coal-mining community.
That year, Samaritan’s Purse also distributed shoebox gifts to Rwandan children orphaned by genocide.
1995: Franklin Graham led a team through Sarajevo’s “Sniper Alley” to deliver shoebox gifts. Distributions
expanded to 17 countries.
1996: Samaritan’s Purse delivered shoebox gifts to 35 countries, including Peru – their first country in South
America.
1999: Former U.S. President Ronald Reagan and his wife Nancy packed shoebox gifts for refugees returning to
Kosovo. Samaritan’s Purse distributed 365,096 shoebox gifts there that year, reaching nearly 90% of
Kosovo’s children.
2001: In the months after 9/11, firefighters and schoolchildren in New York City helped collect thousands of
shoebox gifts for children in Afghanistan. That year shoebox gifts exceeded 5 million for the first time.
2002: Samaritan’s Purse chartered the world’s largest cargo jet, the Antonov AN-225, to transport 80,000
shoebox gifts for Ugandan children, many of them orphaned by AIDS.
2009: Samaritan’s Purse began The Greatest Journey, an evangelism and discipleship program for shoebox
recipients. Since then, 10.6 million children have completed the program and received a New Testament
at graduation.
2012: Samaritan’s Purse collected over 100 million shoebox gifts as the project approached its 20-year anniversary.
2018: Samaritan’s Purse celebrates Operation Christmas Child turning 25!
→Here are some ways that you can get involved this year:
Pray. Pray that God will touch the heart of every child who receives a shoebox gift, and that He will bring many children and families to faith in Jesus Christ.
Pack a gift. Brochures and empty shoeboxes were made available in the church foyer on Sunday, Oct. 28. For more information, contact Deb Jacobe (651-430-1184) or go to samaritanspurse.org/occ.
Include a $9.00 donation. You can also donate online and follow your box.
Volunteer. Make an eternal impact on the lives of children through volunteer opportunities ranging from short-term
service at a Processing Center to seasonal involvement as a project leader to a year-round role on an Area Team.

Filled shoeboxes will be collected at Oakridge Community Church through Sunday, Nov. 11
Declare His glory among the nations.– Psalm 96:3
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Song of the Month—From the Depths of Woe
Submitted by James DeCaro

M

artin Luther drew on Psalm 130 to write the words of From the Depths of Woe, but he also alluded to
New Testament verses such as Romans 5:20, making it clear that God’s grace overcomes our sins. Few of our
songs deal with lamentation, but both Psalm 130 and Luther’s text are clear that our position before God must
be one of sorrow over our sin. This feeling is reflected in the music, as the song begins in a minor key and
spends time reflecting on our need for forgiveness and waiting on God. Neither Psalm nor our song text this
month leave us in sorrow, though! As we wait for God, He answers, reminding us that His grace is sufficient,
His lovingkindness endures forever, and that He has promised to redeem His people from all their sins.

Verse 1
From depths of woe I raise to Thee
The voice of lamentation;
Lord, turn a gracious ear to me
And hear my supplication;
If Thou iniquities dost mark,
Our secret sins and misdeeds dark,
O who shall stand before Thee?

Verse 4
What though I wait the livelong night,
And till the dawn appeareth,
My heart still trusteth in His might;
It doubteth not nor feareth:
Do thus, O ye of Israel’s seed,
Ye of the Spirit born indeed;
And wait till God appeareth.

Verse 2
To wash away the crimson stain,
Grace, grace alone availeth;
Our works, alas! are all in vain;
In much the best life faileth:
No man can glory in Thy sight,
All must alike confess Thy might,
And live alone by mercy.

Verse 5
Though great our sins and sore our woes,
His grace much more aboundeth;
His helping love no limit knows,
Our utmost need it soundeth.
Our Shepherd good and true is He,
Who will at last His Israel free
From all their sin and sorrow.

Verse 3
Therefore my trust is in the Lord,
And not in mine own merit;
On Him my soul shall rest, His Word
Upholds my fainting spirit:
His promised mercy is my fort,
My comfort, and my sweet support;
I wait for it with patience.
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Sunday School at OCC
Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. at OCC is a busy time. While the adults
participate in Bible teaching in the Auditorium, the Promise Kingdom
children meet in the lower level areas. Their morning begins with Scripture memorization, then they have worship-through-music time. Their
Sunday School morning concludes with dispersing into age-appropriate
classroom time where they are taught God’s Word.
Adults study God’s Word
during the 9:00 a.m. hour
Pastor Seth reviews the current week’s memory verses
and then introduces the next week’s Scripture passage.

Beth Anderson leads the children in a time
of worshiping the Lord through music.

During class time, the children learn
Gospel truths during their weekly lesson.

Thanks to photographer, Teri Anderson!
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November Bible Reading
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Job 29-30
Job 31
Job 32-33
Job 34-35
Job 36-37
Job 38-39
Job 40:1—42:6
Job 42:7-17
Catch-up day
Catch-up day
Ecclesiastes 1:1-11
Ecclesiastes 1:12-2:26
Ecclesiastes 3
Ecclesiastes 4
Ecclesiastes 5:1-7

Psalm 119
Psalm 120
Psalm 121
Psalm 122
Psalm 123
Psalm 124
Psalm 125
Psalm 126
Psalm 127
Psalm 128
Psalm 129
Psalm 130
Psalm 131
Psalm 132
Psalm 133

Two-Year Bible Reading Plan
This Bible reading plan is designed to take you through
the Old and New Testaments in two years, and through
the Psalms and Proverbs four times during that period.

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Ecclesiastes 5:8-6:12
Ecclesiastes 7
Ecclesiastes 8
Ecclesiastes 9:1-12
Ecclesiastes 9:13-10:20
Ecclesiastes 11:1-8
Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:8
Ecclesiastes 12:9-14
Catch-up day
Catch-up day
Song of Solomon 1:1-2:7
Song of Solomon 2:8-3:11
Song of Solomon 4:1-5:1
Song of Solomon 5:2-6:3
Song of Solomon 6:4-8:14

Psalm 134
Psalm 135
Psalm 136
Psalm 137
Psalm 138
Psalm 139
Psalm 140
Psalm 141
Psalm 142
Psalm 143
Psalm 144
Psalm 145
Psalm 146
Psalm 147
Psalm 148
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Monday

6:30 p.m. - Missions
Committee
Meeting
7:00p.m. - Deacons Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

Wednesday

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

28

27

26

25

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
7:00 p.m. - Thanksgiving
Eve Service
& Fellowship

3:00 p.m. - Elders Meeting

21

1:30 p.m.- Psalm 19
Life/Care Group

29

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s Group

30

22
23
Thanksgiving Day

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Life/Care Group
Men’s Group
1:00 p.m. - Options for
Women
Ministry

16

6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Men’s Group

9

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
Life/Care Grp
4:00 p.m. - Visual Arts
Comm. Mtg.

8

15

8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Emmaus L/C Group
6:30p.m. - CTC L/C Group

20

7:00 p.m. - Worship
Team
Practice

2

Friday

1:30 p.m. - Psalm 19
6:30 a.m. - Emmaus
Life/Care Group
Men’s Group

1

Thursday

14

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
6:30 p.m. - Connecting
in Prayer

7

19

6:30 p.m. - Elders/Deacons
Meeting

13

6

Psalm 95:1-2

18

Operation Christmas Child
Collection Sunday
8:30 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:20 a.m. - Worship
2:00 p.m. - Good Samaritan Service
4:30 p.m. - Taste & See L/C Group
6:30 p.m. - CTC L/C Group

12

5

11

Tuesday

November 2018

O come, let us sing for joy to the Lord,
Let us shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving,
Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms.

Sunday

4
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24

17

10

3

Saturday

November Birthdays

November 2—Jim Mathiowetz
November 5—Joelle Beyersdorf
November 5—James DeCaro
November 9—Jamie Horejsi
November 15—Robin Mathiowetz
November 18—Don Anderson
November 22—Greg Patten
November 23—Samantha Butler
November 25—Stacy DeCaro
November 26—Shirley Klenk

Oakridge
Community Church
610 County Road 5
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.oakridgecommunity.org
Email: churchoffice@oakridgecommunity.org

OCC Vision
The vision of Oakridge Community Church
is to spread a joyful passion for the absolute,
eternal supremacy of Jesus Christ
in all things, to all peoples.
OCC Mission
The mission of Oakridge Community Church
is to glorify God by delighting in, declaring
and displaying the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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