Title: Growing Disciples

Text: Acts 18:23–19:10

CONTEXT |
These verses begin the account of Paul’s 3rd missionary journey. During this trip he visits established churches
to strengthen them in their faith. Before Luke expounds upon what happened through Paul’s ministry in
Ephesus he details an important event that took place through the ministry of Pricilla and Aquila, who he left
there at the end of his second trip. They were the tentmaking couple he worked with in Corinth, and
presumably discipled. Their ministry and Paul’s follow-up ministry in Ephesus are a great picture of biblical
discipleship.

MAIN IDEA |
We mature as disciples by the
knowledge of Jesus through His Word.

KEY VERSE |
26 He

began to speak boldly in the
synagogue, but when Priscilla and
Aquila heard him, they took him aside
and explained to him the way of God
more accurately.
Acts 18:26 ESV

DISCUSSION QUESTION IDEAS |
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

EXPLANATION |
Apollos was a well-trained and passionate
preacher of the Scriptures. He was from
Alexandria where the Septuagint (Greek
translation of the Hebrew Bible) originated, and
home to one of the largest libraries of the day.
He preached a message of repentance like John
the Baptist and proclaimed Jesus as the Messiah
from the Scriptures, but he didn’t fully
understand the gospel until a couple of
tentmakers, discipled and planted in Ephesus by
Paul, graciously shared with him. Then, he went
to Corinth with a recommendation from the
church at Ephesus where he had a fruitful
ministry.
Similar to Apollos a group of people who were
trying to walk with God based on what they
knew were not saved until Paul shared the
gospel with them and they received the Holy
Spirit. Paul stayed to teach disciples in Ephesus
everyday for two years.
Being a disciple of Jesus requires that we
know the Truth and respond in faith. This is a
rewarding process that takes time and effort.

Can you tell if a person is saved? Full of the Spirit?
If so how?
How does this passage encourage you in making
disciples?
What are some things essential to growth as a
disciple of Jesus?
How do you define discipleship?
Who has helped to disciple you?
Was there a plan? When did you meet? Where?
Did you use any kind of curriculum?
Is there anything else you learned from this passage that is helpful to you as a disciple or disciple-maker?
Pray for the church universal to be what Jesus intends in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Pray for a movement of multiplying discipleship among the Arain in Pakistan where there are 0 known
believers. (see next page)
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