
Acts 1:8
FAMILY ACTIVITY GUIDE
CHRISTMAS 2022

"and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
end of the earth.” Acts 1:8b



DEAR PARENTS,
We've all been there. The family devotionals or meetings where one child

starts singing to themselves and another starts throwing toys. One minute

in, and you are ready to give up, chastising yourself for thinking this

would work.  There may be times it will feel like this is falling flat, but

children absorb so much more than we give them credit for.  This has the

opportunity to establish rhythms for your family that may last for eternity.  

Our heart in creating this guide is to provide you with a tool to use to be

able to disciple your children in what it looks like to serve those around

them.  We know this will look different for every family, but we believe

this will create great opportunities for your families to be externally

focused together.  The Christmas season is an amazing time to learn how

to serve others, so we hope you will utilize this guide to grow as a family.  

We are praying that this will produce fruitful conversations for all of you,

and we can't wait to hear the stories that come out of it!

 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.

You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of

them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way,

and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a

sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.
Deuteronomy 6:6-8



PICK AN ACTIVITY TO WORK ON FROM
THAT FOCUS AREA; PARENTS-DO THE

CHALLENGE TOO!

FIND A MEAL TIME TO TALK THROUGH
THE AREA OF FOCUS (NEED, LOCAL,
COMMUNITY, GLOBAL).  DEPENDING
ON THE AGE OF YOUR FAMILY, THIS

MIGHT LAST A FEW MINUTES OR
LONGER.  BE FLEXIBLE AND RUN

WITH WHAT'S WORKING! 

REPEAT FOR THE NEXT AREA OF
FOCUS!
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God made a great big world and filled it with people, plants,
animals, food, friends, silly things, big things, and funny
things. What's your favorite thing God made?

One thing that God made that we love is YOU. Did you know
God made you for a purpose? First of all, He made you
because He loves you a lot and wants to have a relationship
with you! God also has plans for your life. He wants to use
you, with your own special talents, stories, and where you
live to love and serve the people around you. It's a great big
adventure He invites you on. 

Before Jesus left, He told his friends about this adventure. He
told them to be witnesses -- to tell people and show people,
to their town, their community, and the world. Did you know
He has the same mission for you? Jesus wants you to tell and
show people how much He loves them. 

This Christmas, we invite you on a journey with your family to
do just that! Will you join us? 
 

Onward Kids,



Map of Israel
Find:

Jerusalem
Judea
Samaria

ACTIVITY: 

a.
b.
c.

P H O T O  C R E D I T : B I B L E  F O R C E

2 0 2 2

DISCUSS: WHAT DO WE NOTICE ABOUT THESE
THREE PLACES? ARE THEY CLOSE OR FAR?



FAMILY TALK: 
For the next few pages, we are going to be talking about how we can
meet the needs of people.  We will talk about the different things that
people don't have and the ways we can help.

But did you know EVERYONE has needs? 

Our needs don't always look the same, but everyone has them.  Your
younger sister might need help reaching something off the shelf. 
 Kindergarteners need help learning to read and do math.  Some kids need
school supplies or food.  You may need help with your homework or
cleaning up your toys. Needs aren't a bad thing, they're just a way to care
for one another. 

FOCUS 1: NEED
'For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in
prison and you came to visit me.’ 
Jesus (Matthew 25:35-36)

What are the different things that we need? 
Read Matthew 25:35-36; what are the needs Jesus talked
about? 
What is a need that YOU can help meet? 

DISCUSS: 

DEFINITION: NEED
a: lack of something important, desirable, or useful

b: condition requiring supply or relief

c: to be in want



Read Mark 10:45-46 together
Read John 13:1-9 together

 Hint: If you have little kids, the Jesus Storybook Bible does a great
retelling. It's on page 286 titled 'The Servant King'

FAMILY DEVOTIONAL: 

Jesus washed his friend's feet.  Not many of us want to do that today, but it was
even worse back then!  People wore sandals and animals would go to the
bathroom on the road.  You never knew what would be on their feet.  It was
normal for a servant to wash feet for honored guests, but never the host! That'd
be embarrassing! But Jesus, because He loved His friends and knew people
would know His followers by their love (John 13:35), wanted to show them that
Christians are called to serve everyone.  It's not embarrassing, it's an honor and
a joy! 

FOCUS 2: LOCAL
"and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Acts 1:8b

What did Jesus mean that He came to serve and not to be served?
Do you like to serve?  Why or why not? 

DISCUSS: 

Let's pray as a family that:
We would see the needs around us and how we can help
God would give us strength and courage to help meet needs 

PRAY:



BACKGROUND: In Acts 1:8, Jesus is addressing his followers and friends before
He goes to heaven. They lived in the town of Jerusalem.  Jesus is telling them
they will love and show the people in Jerusalem who Jesus is.

While we don't live in Jerusalem, the same applies to us.  We will love and
impact people around us day-to-day.

FOCUS 2: LOCAL (CONTINUED)

LOCAL
When your mom gets back from grocery store and needs help
carrying things in
When your younger sibling can’t reach the cereal and you are tall
enough to reach it for them
Invite a classmate to sit with you at lunch or play with you at recess
Your older neighbor's newspaper is on the sidewalk, you walk it up
to the door for them

Here are some ideas of how to engage locally:

"and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Acts 1:8b

DISCUSS: Where are your LOCAL areas we can be
witnesses each day?

Family-mom, dad, siblings, grandparents 
School-classmates, friends 
Friends

LOCAL: Here are the areas we'll focus on for local:

DISCUSS: What are some examples of ways we can love
people in our LOCAL areas?

We are gathering school supplies for students that need them at Smith
Elementary School!  Here's how you can join:

Go with your parents to the store or online and order school supplies off
the Smith list (go to onwardcc.org/actschristmas and click 'local' for the
list)
Drop them off at the basket in the Onward lobby on Sundays through
Christmas Eve

ONWARD ACTS 1:8 CHRISTMAS LOCAL OPPORTUNITY: 

You can help meet a LOCAL need! 



FOCUS 3: COMMUNITY 
"and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Acts
1:8b

Read Matthew 14:13-21 as a family
FAMILY DEVOTIONAL: 

Jesus went to spend time by himself in a far-off place, but crowds of people still
wanted to be with him.  They'd never seen someone talk like him, do what he
did, and teach them about God in the ways Jesus did.  They wanted to keep
hanging out!  But after a while, Jesus' friends, the disciples, realized the people
had nothing to eat and were in the middle of nowhere. There were no
McDonald's or Kroger's anywhere in sight, it was going to be hard for them to
find food! The disciples told Jesus he should send the people away to go find
food.  

Jesus, though, knew he could meet the need. He asked someone nearby to give
him the five loaves of bread and fish they had. Jesus miraculously multiplied the
fishes and loaves to provide for the people.

We've been talking about need-sometimes it's things you can do, like help an
older person load their groceries in the car.  Sometimes it means asking your
parents to help you meet a need.  We can always ask Jesus to help us with what
we need or to meet a need.  It won't always be multiplying your meal, but we
trust that He knows best what we need (Matthew 6:7-8).  We can take our needs
and others to Jesus and trust He'll help us.

Activity: While you read the devotional below, color the
fishes and loaves on the next page!  If you have many
kids in your family, you can download extra sheets at
onwardcc.org/actschristmas

COMMUNITY
Pick up trash at the park or in your neighborhood
If you see someone struggling to load their groceries in the car, offer
to help them
Hold the door open when out in the community
Ask your waitress or waiter if you can pray for them 

Here are some ideas of how to engage the community:

The community is your city, the places you go, and your school. 





FOCUS 3: COMMUNITY (CONTINUED)
"and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Acts
1:8b

FAMILY DEVOTIONAL: 

What are some ways we can show people Jesus love while out in
the community? 

(ex. at grocery store, sports game, neighborhood, school)

DISCUSS: 

SNEAKY SERVANT CHALLENGE
As a family, let's see each day if we can spot a need LOCALLY or in
the COMMUNITY and meet it.  This can be as simple as helping your
sibling reach something or helping your teacher clean up.  But here's
the thing. We are sneaky servants; we don't tell people or do it to be
noticed.  God sees and will reward you; that's better than people
noticing!  At dinner, though, we will celebrate as a family with each
other how God used us today (Eph 2:10). 

 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may
be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their
reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand
know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in
secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

Matthew 6:2-4

We are serving with Embrace Texas in the community to care for foster
families and parents!  Here are different ways to serve:

Go to onwardcc.org/events to learn more
November 27 at 2PM: Help winterize and hang lights at Collin House
Dec 3: Help setup or with kids ministry at Embrace Texas annual
Foster Parents Night Out 

ONWARD ACTS 1:8 CHRISTMAS LOCAL OPPORTUNITY: 

You can help meet a COMMUNITY need! 



FAMILY DEVOTIONAL:
Did you know some people don't have the bible in their own language? 

FOCUS 4: ENDS OF THE EARTH 
"and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Acts
1:8b

What is your favorite bible verse?  How does it help you? 
What would it be like if you never heard it? 

DISCUSS: 

There are one billion people on earth who don't have the full bible in their own
language, some of them don't have any of it in their language! God is using
people just like you to move to faraway places to get to know the people who
live there and work together to translate the bible. God said, 'All Scripture is
breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete,
equipped for every good work. (2 Tim. 3:16-17).  

The bible is a gift!  It reminds us that even though we sin and make mistakes,
that God loves us so much He sent Jesus to die on the cross for our sins, that if
we put our faith in Him, we will spend forever in heaven with God!  We don't
have to earn it because Jesus did (Romans 6:23, Eph. 2:8-9).  The Bible tells us
when we are afraid we can put our trust in God (Psalm 56:3-4).  

CAMERON TOWNSEND
(1896-1982)

When Cameron Townsend was 21 years old, he moved from the USA to
Guatamala (pause and find Guatamala on a map)! There, he began to
tell people about how much Jesus loved them and share the Gospel.  In
one tribe, they didn't speak Spanish or English, but rather, their own
language.  As Cameron got to know them, they asked, if his God was so
powerful, why didn't He speak their language?  You see, they didn't
have any of the bible in a language they could easily understand. 

Cam decided to change that.  He set about to learn their language and
translate the bible.  Can you imagine?  Have you ever tried to learn a
language?  

Cam soon realized, though, that there were millions of other people in this same situation. 
 He couldn't translate all the languages himself!  So he founded a school and organization,
Wycliffe Bible Translators, to begin translating the bible into every language on earth.  That
mission continues today.  God used one man who said 'yes' to a challenge to do great things! 



FAMILY DEVOTIONAL (continued):
But some people still need the bible in their language!  God has been using men
and women to translate the bible; in fact, a man named John Wycliffe is who
God used to translate it into English! People are getting to hear that Jesus loves
them and learn about God by reading and hearing the bible in their own
language.  

FOCUS 4: ENDS OF THE EARTH
(CONTINUED)
"and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Acts
1:8b

Activity: Go to the 'Babbling at Babel' on the following
page and decode 1 John 4:9! 

Praying for the local Christians, bible translators, and the project in Asia;
that God would provide and help them finish
Want to help give?  Ask your mom and dad about doing a hot chocolate
stand or see if you can do an extra chore to earn money.  They can go
online to onwardcc.org/actschristmas to see how to give 

Onward Acts 1:8 Challenge 
This Christmas, Onward is seeking to finish funding a bible translation project in
Southeast Asia.  For $24,000 we can finish funding a project translating the
new testament into a language spoken by 86,000 people.  On the next pages,
you can learn more about Asia, the people there, and what God is doing!  

Join Onward by:

Go to joshuaproject.net/maps/google and click on
one of the red dots in Asia.  This will tell you about an
unreached people group.  Learn about a few different
groups as a family and pray for them. 
Go to onwardcc.org/actschristmas, click on 'Ends of
the Earth' and watch some of the videos of people
getting bibles in their language for the first time! 

Activity: 

The activities on the following pages were created by
Wycliffe Bible Translators




















