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The gravity of each transgression depends on varying factors:

First is the extent to which the transgressors know better, are in the 
public eye, and are objects of public trust, "guides to others, and 
whose example is likely to be followed by others." For instance, there 
is Solomon in 1 Kings 11:9-10 and the unwise servant in Luke 12:48-49
—trusted persons knowingly sinning; Nathan describing David's sin 
with Bathsheba in 2 Samuel 12:7-10; and Jews who set themselves up 
as guides to godliness in Romans 2:17-23.

Second come transgressions categorized by persons offended, ranging 
from the Father, the Son, and the Spirit to "any of the saints, 
particularly weak brethren." For example, there are those publicly 
dishonoring Christ in Hebrews 10:28-29; and those who cause people 
to stumble in Matthew 18:6, Romans 14:13-15, and 1 Corinthians 
8:9-12.

Third comes the extent to which, defying conscience and censures 
from others, the transgressors act "deliberately, willfully, 
presumptuously, impudently, boastfully, maliciously, frequently, 
obstinately, with delight, continuance, or relapsing after repentance." 
Thus we find cumulative defiance of God in Jeremiah 5:8 and Amos 
4:8-11; disregard of conscience and correction in Romans 1:32 and 
Matthew 18:15-17; and falling from grace in 2 Peter 2:20-22.

Fourth is "circumstances of time and place," which make the bad worse
—for example, joining sin with hypocritical religiosity in Ezekiel 
23:37-39, and involving others in one's sin in 1 Samuel 2:22-24.
Finally, there is the unforgivable sin—such resistance to the light of 
Spirit-taught truth about the deity and grace of Jesus Christ as rules 
out all possibility of faith and repentance, hence its lethal 



consequence. Its nature is evident from Matthew 12:31-32 and Mark 
3:28-30.

We must learn to think of sin clear-headedly, to deal with it in 
ourselves realistically, and to negate and hate it everywhere 
wholeheartedly.


