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I T I N E R A R Y  C O N T I N U E D

After lunch we will view the magnificent 6th century AD cliff-
hanging Monastery of St. George. Then we head up, up, and 
up for a sunset view of our new home, Jerusalem! It is a joyful 
evening as we enter Jerusalem to our new home, the Olive 
Tree Hotel. 

Sunday, April 22, 2018
JERUSALEM / HERODIUM / BETHLEHEM / JERUSALEM 

We’ll travel to the Herodium, an amazing, luxurious fortress/
palace Herod built for quick escape from Jerusalem - and the 
place he chose for his burial. 

This afternoon: Bethlehem, the birthplace of King David (1 
Samuel 17.21) and King Jesus (Matthew 2, John 7.42) and the 
scene of the slaughter of the innocents (Matthew 2.16). We’ll 
walk the caves in the Shepherds’ Fields and see the fields of 
Boaz and Ruth. We’ll also have an opportunity to shop for 
Bethlehem’s famous olive wood carvings. 

Monday, April 23, 2018
MOUNT OF OLIVES / ST. PETER IN GALLICANTU / VIA DOLOROSA 
/ CHURCH OF THE HOLY SEPULCHER / GARDEN TOMB

“As He approached Jerusalem and saw the city, He wept over 
it and said, ‘If you, even you, had only known on this day what 
would bring you peace - but now it is hidden from your eyes.’”
Luke 19.41-42 

Early this morning we’ll travel to the top of the Mount of 
Olives for a panoramic view of Jerusalem. We’ll begin our 
descent into the Kidron Valley walking down the Mount of 
Olives to the beautiful church known as Dominus Flevit - “Our 
Lord wept” - Luke 19. As we continue toward Jerusalem and 
her Golden Gate before us, we’ll wander into the Garden of 
Gethsemane and take time for prayer and reflection among 
the ancient olive trees, Mark 14.32ff. We’ll then bus to the 
Church of St. Peter in Gallicantu (cock-crow) and have time 
to consider denial of our Lord, Luke 22.34. This afternoon we 
will enter the old, walled city of Jerusalem. We’ll walk the 
Via Dolorosa--the way of the Cross--to Pilate’s judgment hall, 
Chapel of Flagellation, and to the most likely location of the 
crucifixion, burial and resurrection of Jesus, the Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher. We’ll end our day with a special time at the 
Garden Tomb, sharing together the Lord’s Supper.

Tuesday, April 24, 2018 
JERUSALEM / SOUTHERN WALL / DOME OF THE ROCK 
(TEMPLE MOUNT) / RABBI’S TUNNEL / POOL OF BETHESDA / 
HEZEKIAH’S TUNNEL / JERUSALEM 

We enter Jerusalem on foot through the Zion Gate into the 
Cardo and Nehemiah’s Wall (Nehemiah 6-7). We’ll then 
continue to the Western Wall (formerly called the Wailing 
Wall), the Southern Wall, with it’s great Temple ruins, 
including the steps where we are almost certain Jesus walked 
as He would enter the Temple Mount, and perhaps the site 

of Pentecost, Acts 2. We’ll walk through Jerusalem’s Rabbi’s 
Tunnel, the magnificent tunnel running along and under the 
Western Wall of Herod’s Temple Mount. What we will see has 
only been unearthed in the last 30 years! We most likely will 
be very close to the ancient Holy of Holies.

This afternoon we’ll worship in song in St. Anne’s beautiful 
church, and visit the Pool of Bethesda, John 5. We’ll then walk 
through Hezekiah’s incredible tunnel, dug in the 7th century 
BC to provide water for Jerusalem during the siege of the 
Assyrians, 2 Kings 20.

Wednesday, April 25, 2018 
JERUSALEM / HEBRON / JERUSALEM 

Today we will experience the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
upfront and personal as we spend the day in Hebron. This 
city located in the West Bank is the first piece of real estate 
Abraham owned in the land of promise (Genesis 23), and 
where he and Sarah (and some of their children) are buried. 
Herod’s magnificent Tomb of the Patriarchs is his only 
completely remaining structure. This city is revered by Jews, 
Muslims and Christians, and is the epi-center of the conflict. 
We will spend the morning in Palestinian Hebron with a 
Muslim guide and lunch in a Muslim home, and then the 
afternoon with a Jewish guide, meeting settlers and Israeli 
military in Jewish Hebron.

Thursday, April 26, and Friday, April 27, 2018
JERUSALEM / YAD VASHEM / SHRINE OF THE BOOK / 
JERUSALEM TEL AVIV / SAN DIEGO

This morning after breakfast we’ll drive through modern 
Jerusalem to the Mount of Remembrance to experience Yad 
Vashem, Isaiah 56.5 - Israel’s powerful, moody and moving 
memorial of the Holocaust. We’ll weep with those who weep, 
remembering. In the afternoon we will visit the Shrine of the 
Book, the museum containing and celebrating the ancient 
manuscripts of the Bible. Then a trip to Jerusalem’s wild and 
eclectic Mahane Yehuda market, and some coffee on Emik 
Refa’im.

We will depart our Jerusalem hotel for Ben Gurion airport in 
Tel Aviv early Friday morning (April 27) for our flight home! 
It may be one of the longest days of your life, as we gain 10 
hours, arriving home late Friday evening! We’ll be full of 
memories of walking where Jesus walked.
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$4,900 per person from San Diego
All tips and taxes are included. Minimum of twelve passengers.

I rejoiced with those who said to me,“Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
Our feet are standing in your gates, Jerusalem. 

Psalm 122:1-2



W E L C O M E
We’ll wander Bethlehem, Nazareth, the Jordan, Jerusalem, eating 
and sleeping where Jesus did. We’ll walk the roads and see the 
hills and fields of Abraham, Moses, Ruth and look into the caves 
where David hid from crazy King Saul. We’ll have a quiet time in 
the Garden of Gethsemane, share in the Lord’s supper in a garden 
tomb outside Jerusalem, and hike through Hezekiah’s tunnel. We’ll 
hike Gamala, walk atop magnificent Masada, and explore Herod’s 
tomb at his amazing winter palace, the Herodium.

We’ll share many good meals together, stay in comfortable 3 
and 4 star hotels and kibbutz in great locations and enjoy great 
fellowship and laughter. Your love for Jesus will deepen and your 
bible reading will gain a new dimension.

This is the sixth group we’ve taken to Israel and we’ve zeroed in 
on some places, adventures and experiences that make for the 
best journey for our groups. We travel in Israel’s best season, we 
keep our groups small (maximum of 20 pilgrims), we depart and 
return to San Diego airport, and we include all taxes and tips in 
the price. 

Consider joining us as we walk together where Jesus walked,

Gary and April 

Israel Journey  |  April 14–27, 2018
R E G I S T R A T I O N  F O R M

Name (as appears on passport)

Street Address

City                   State   Zip

Phone                   Email

Emergency Contact (who will not be traveling with you)             Name of Roommate

Signature

Submit completed registration form, copy of passport photo page, and a check 
made out to Gary Bowman. Mail to: 1977 Rue Michelle Chula Vista CA 91913

D E T A I L S
Subject to change

Included in $4,900 per person cost:
• Round trip airfare from San Diego to Tel Aviv, Israel
• Airport assistance arrival and departure, Tel Aviv, Israel
• Accommodations at comfortable 3 and 4 star hotels/kibbutz 

for 12 nights
• All-you-can-eat buffet breakfast and dinner daily at hotels/kibbutz
• Professional Israeli guide
• Deluxe large bus with WiFi
• Entrance fees to all sites in our itinerary
• All tips and taxes included
• Travel insurance

Not included in cost:
• Passport (valid until at least October 27, 2018)
• Food/beverages en route to and return from Tel Aviv
• Daily lunches (plan about $20 per lunch, per person)
• Beverages at meals, laundry, room service, airline baggage fees, 

phone or internet, souvenirs, incidentals, any personal purchases
• Anything not mentioned in “included in cost”

Traveling without a roommate:
• $866.00 additional total per person traveling without a roommate

Registration, Payment and more:
• $500 per person non-refundable deposit due with registration
• $2,000 per person due January 10, 2018, 90 days prior to 

departure (50% refundable until February 10, 2018)
• $2,400 per person (balance) due February 10, 2018, 60 days 

prior to departure (non-refundable)
• Sorry, no credit card payments
• Deviations or using Frequent Flyer miles may incur additional 

costs. We will be glad to try to make flight arrangements from 
other cities.

world through which Abram likely walked as he obeyed God 
coming to a new land more than 3,000 years ago! 

Then a short drive to Caesarea Philippi (Banias) dedicated to 
the Greek god Pan. This is where Peter declared Jesus to be 
the Messiah, Matthew 16! We’ll drive along the foot of Mt. 
Hermon, 9,230 feet tall and likely snow-capped. 

Thursday, April 19, 2018
SEA OF GALILEE / GAMALA / SEA OF GALILEE 

This morning we’ll be up early and bus up to Gamala--the 
Masada of the North. Here we’ll take a vigorous hike to the 
ruins of the oldest known synagogue in the world, and retell 
the brave and tragic story of Gamala. 

We’ll enjoy a great, well deserved lunch at the Golan Brewery 
in the Golan Heights, then back to the Galilee to see the Jesus 
Boat—a first century fishing boat similar to what Jesus and his 
followers would have used—and end the day with a sunset 
sail on the Sea of Galilee.

Friday, April 20, 2018
SEA OF GALILEE / BETH SHEAN / JERICHO 

We’ll depart Galilee following breakfast, traveling the Rift 
Valley, to visit Beth Shean (or Beth Shan) where the brave 
men of Jabesh Gilead removed the bodies of King Saul and his 
three sons impaled upon its walls by the Philistines, 1 Samuel 
31. The ruins here are fabulous. We’ll discover Qasr al Yahud, 
likely the authentic baptism site of Jesus on the Jordan River, 
and share in baptism.

Our journey along the Jordan River takes us into the Judean 
wilderness, and to spend the night in the lowest (below sea 
level) and oldest continuously inhabited city in the world, 
Jericho, at the Oasis Hotel Jericho. 

Saturday, April 21, 2018
DEAD SEA / MASADA / EIN GEDI / QUMRAN / JERUSALEM 

After an early breakfast, we’ll drive to Masada and ascend by 
cable car the incredible ruins of the fortress of King Herod and 
the Jewish defenders last stand in the Jewish Revolt, 70-73AD. 
We’ll see the ruins of the walls, siege ramp, storehouses, 
cisterns, a 6th century AD church, and Herod’s “flying” palace. 

We’ll travel to one of our favorite places, Ein Gedi, the pools 
which supplied David water as he fled from mad King Saul, 
and caves where he hid, 1 Samuel 24. We’ll have time for 
a hike to one of the waterfalls. Then we’ll stand among the 
ruins of the Essene community and view the caves where the 
famous Dead Sea Scrolls were hidden. We’ll go for a quick 
dip/float (!) on, the Dead Sea.

Continued on next page...
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Saturday, April 14, 2018
SAN DIEGO

We’ll depart San Diego heading to Tel Aviv, Israel.

Sunday, April 15, 2018 
ARRIVE TEL AVIV / NETANYA 

We’ll arrive in Tel Aviv in the late afternoon, meet our guide 
Angela Portnov and our bus driver, and transfer to our hotel 
in Netanya on the Mediterranean Sea (Seasons Hotel) for 
dinner and a much needed night’s sleep.

Monday, April 16, 2018
CAESAREA MARITIMA / MT. CARMEL / MEGIDDO / NAZARETH 
/ SEA OF GALILEE 

Following a relaxing breakfast on the Mediterranean Sea, 
we’ll travel a short distance to Caesarea Maritima - Peter, 
Cornelius, and the Gospel comes to the Gentiles, Acts 10-11, 
an amazing port city built by Herod the Great. We then travel 
to the scene of Elijah’s battle with the 450 prophets of Baal, 
Mt. Carmel, I Kings 18. Next to ancient Megiddo to see layers 
of civilizations and the valley where some believe the battle of 
Armageddon will one day unfold. We’ll stop in Nazareth, visit 
Nazareth Village—an open air museum of the Nazareth Jesus 
knew—and then on to our new home, Kibbutz Nof Ginosar on 
the Sea of Galilee for dinner and a good night’s sleep. 

Tuesday, April 17, 2018
SEA OF GALILEE / MT ARBEL / CAPERNAUM / SEA OF GALILEE 

After breakfast we’ll hike to the Cliffs of Arbel for a great 
overlook of the Sea of Galilee. We’ll spend the day around the 
Sea of Galilee where most of Jesus’ ministry took place - we’ll 
wander Magdala (a first for our groups) and it’s amazing ruins 
of a first century synagogue, unearthed in 2009!, Tabgha- the 
site of a Galilean Breakfast and Jesus’ fourth resurrection 
appearance, John 21- Capernaum, Luke 4.31, John 2.1, Mount 
of Beatitudes, Matthew 5.

Wednesday, April 18, 2018
SEA OF GALILEE / UPPER GALILEE / SEA OF GALILEE 

You’ll wake up on the Sea of Galilee and we’ll head north to 
the sources of the Jordan River. On to Chorazin, site of many 
of Jesus’ miracles, Luke 10.13, and through the Hula Valley 
to the ruins of Hazor, captured and burnt by Joshua, Joshua 
11.10, rebuilt by Canaanite King Jabin, Judges 4, and then 
occupied by King Solomon to control upper Galilee, 1 Kings 
9.15ff. 

We’ll then travel to the northernmost place of Jesus’ ministry 
and walk in Dan along the beautiful upper Jordan. There we’ll 
stand upon the ancient ruins of an Israelite high place upon 
on which King Jeroboam placed a golden calf for worship, 1 
Kings 10-12. Here we’ll see the oldest known city gate in the 


