
Pastor Gary’s Proposed Sabbatical Plan (Approved by elders, August, 
2013) 
  
Phase I: March 18—March 31, 2014 (2 weeks) 
  
“The things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses 
entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others.” 2 
Timothy 2.2. 
  
As I consider my gifts, passions, pastoral training and experiences, I want to 
come alongside and invest myself in the lives of pastors at the ends of the 
earth. 
  
The Evangelical Free Church of America’s (EFCA) EFCA Global Pathway 
Pastoral Pathways Training is the vehicle through which this ministry will 
expand. 
  
I have been trained and will be leading this twice-per-year opportunity over 
the next three years, with a small group of pastors in Rwanda, East Africa. 
The EFCA has developed a transferable training program to help these 
pastors who love Jesus with their whole hearts to be able to study and teach 
right from God’s word, and who will pass this training on to other pastors. 
Our vision is to see pastors handling accurately God’s Word (2 Timothy 
2.15), and a new feast of His word among churches at the ends of the earth. 
  
And these new relationships with pastors and churches at the ends of the 
earth may open new opportunities for ongoing ministry for the Paseo del Rey 
family in fulfilling Jesus’ great commission. I hope to be able to take men 
from our congregation on later training trips as well, sharing the vision and 
perhaps raising up some who will go full-time. 
  
Phase II: Approximately June 24—October 13, 2014 (16 weeks) 
  
1. April and I will take a month long class in Conflict Resolution from Theory 
to Practice: Israel as a Case Study at Hebrew University/Rothberg 
International School in Jerusalem. 
        
We hope this intensive course helps us grow in understanding more about 
conflict and its resolution in our world, among the Jewish and Palestinian 
peoples, God’s plan for His people, our church life, and in our own personal 
lives. 
  

http://www.efca.org
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=rwanda+map&client=safari&oe=UTF-8&hnear=Rwanda&gl=us&t=h&z=8
https://overseas.huji.ac.il/?CategoryID=291&ArticleID=183
https://overseas.huji.ac.il


Also, part of our desire to be in Israel for an extended time springs from our 
love for the land and experiences of God and His people there. As you know, 
we are planning on leading a group from Paseo del Rey to Israel again April 
12-25, 2015. (For information about how you can be part of this journey, 
download our brochure here.) We love sharing those experiences to deepen 
other believers' walks with the Lord. 
  
2. An extended time of rest, reading, study, adventure, perhaps writing, and 
fun in Turkey and Sweden with April. We will be visiting missionary friends in 
Istanbul and I have been invited to speak at a secular University in 
Istanbul--we’ll see if this works. We’re doing a “house-swap” with a family in 
Stockholm for part of this experience, and we hope this family who will live 
in our house will come and get to know you at Paseo del Rey! 
  
3. A second EFCA Global Pathway Pastoral Pathways Training with the 
pastors' group in Rwanda. 
  
4. Some long-overdue household projects! 
  
5. Extended times with April, our kids and their spouses, and our grandson 
Leo. 
  
6. Rest, recreation and reading. 
  
  
April and I are very grateful for this gift of sabbatical. We thank you for your 
love, support and prayers. We love Paseo del Rey and are excited for all that 
God has for us now, and in the future. We long to be even more fruitful 
together for His glory, and we will look forward to our return in October, 
2014. We’ll be praying for you, and for our leaders while we’re on sabbatical. 
  
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us, or any of our 
elders.


