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Unit 18 • Session 3

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Nehemiah 8–13

STORY POINT:  
God’s people repented and 

promised to be faithful.

KEY PASSAGE:  
1 Peter 5:10

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Who is in control of everything? 
God is in control of everything 

in heaven and on earth.

God’s People 
Repented
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FOR PARENTS: 
	

Ezra was a priest in Babylon at the end of the exile. More than 50 years after the first group of exiles returned to 
Jerusalem and completed and dedicated the temple, Ezra led a second group back to Jerusalem.  
 
Just as God had been with Nehemiah, He was with Ezra—granting him favor with the Persian king. The king gave Ezra 
permission to go to Jerusalem. He provided Ezra with a letter and access to resources to ensure safe travel. (See Ezra 7:11-
26.)  
 
Ezra traveled to Jerusalem with a purpose. God’s people had spent 70 years in exile, and they needed to be reminded 
how to live. As a scribe, Ezra was an expert on the law of Moses, and he had “determined in his heart to study the law of 
the Lord, obey it, and teach its statutes and ordinances in Israel” (Ezra 7:10).  
 
Under Nehemiah’s leadership, the people had rebuilt Jerusalem’s walls. They gathered together at the Water Gate to hear 
the law of Moses. Men, women, and children—anyone who could understand—came to listen to the reading of God’s 
Word.  
 
From early morning until midday, Ezra read from the book of the law of Moses. He stood on a high wooden platform where 
everyone could see and hear him. Ezra opened the book of the law, and everyone stood up. The Levites helped the 
listeners understand the words of the law. The people reacted strongly to hearing and understanding the law of Moses. 
Verse 9 says the people wept. The law revealed their sin, and they repented.  
 
God’s Word is powerful. The law reveals our sin and how short we fall of meeting God’s standard. As you teach your 
children, help them recognize that we cannot meet God’s requirements. We need a Savior. God sent Jesus to obey the 
law perfectly and die for our sins. We can trust in Him for salvation.  
 
	



God’s People Repented
Nehemiah 8–13

The walls around Jerusalem were finished—at last! With God’s 
help, the people finished rebuilding the walls and the city gates in 
just 52 days. All the people in Jerusalem gathered together early in 

the morning at one of the city gates. Men, women, and 
children—anyone who could understand—

came to listen to the reading of God’s 
Word.

As the sun was just coming 
up, Ezra (EZ ruh) the priest 

brought out the book of the 
law of Moses that God had 
given to His people. God’s 
words were written on a 
scroll. Ezra stood on a high 
wooden platform and began 
to read.

Ezra read the law for 
hours, and all the people 

listened carefully. The people 
stood up; they had respect for 

God’s Word. Ezra praised God, 
and the people lifted up their 

hands.
“Amen! Amen!” they said. The people 

in the crowd bowed down with their faces to 
the ground, and they worshiped God.

Some of the leaders there—the Levites (LEE vights)—explained 
the law to the people and helped them understand the words Ezra 
read. As the people heard the words of the law, they began to cry. 

The BIBLE Story



Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use another 
language: Invite 
someone from your 
church to tell the 
Bible story in a 
different language. 
Ask the kids if they 
understood. Point 
out that the Levites 
explained God’s Word 
to the people who 
were listening.

• Copy body 
movements: 
Follow the cues of the 
people in the story. 
When you say the 
people stood up, lead 
kids to stand. When 
the story says they 
lifted their hands, lift 
your hands.

The law was God’s rules for living, and the people had 
disobeyed God. They realized they had sinned.

Ezra, the Levites, and Nehemiah (NEE huh MIGH uh) 
the governor said, “This day is holy to the Lord your 
God. Do not be sad or cry.” Even though the people’s sin 
made them sad, this was a happy day.

Then Ezra said to them, “Go home and prepare a 
feast! Eat rich food and drink sweet drinks. Share what 
you have prepared with those who have nothing prepared.” 
And again Ezra said, “Today is holy to the Lord our 
God. This is not a day to be sad because the joy of the 
Lord is your strength.”

The people obeyed Ezra. They prepared a feast. They 
were glad because they understood the words of the law that 
were explained to them.

Nehemiah led God’s people to repent and confess 
their sin. They agreed to worship only God and 
promised to obey Him.

Christ Connection: God’s Word is powerful. When Ezra 
read God’s Word, the people loved God more and changed their 
ways. The Bible says that Jesus is “the Word.” Jesus is God who 
came to live with people on earth. Jesus has the power to change 
our hearts.



LESSON GUIDE: 
	
 
Hey  paren t s! Below are some ideas and suggest ions for act iv it ies and conversat ions you  can  
have with  you r k ids.  Remember, one HUGE benef it  to learn ing at  home is it  can  be st retched 
ou t  th rough  the week  and applied at  dif feren t  moments! Don ’t  feel like it  all has to be done 
at  once. Most  of  all pray  for t he Lord’s help and ENJOY disc ipling you r k ids! 
 
Sing a song: “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 
 
Open ing Act iv it y  Opt ions:  
Part y  Hat s 
Provide a sheet of construction paper to each kid. Help the kids draw a large circle on their papers. You may 
choose to use sturdy paper plates as templates for kids to trace around. Allow the kids to decorate their sheets 
inside the circles they drew. Instruct the kids to cut our their circles, and then cut a slit from the edge of the 
circle to the center. Form the slitted circles into cone shapes by overlapping the two sides of the circle and 
tapping them in place. 
 

SAY: Today we will hear about a time God’s people had a big party. What do you think they might have been 
celebrating? We’ll hear more in our Bible story.  
	
How Wou ld You  Respond? 
Read different scenarios. Kids will draw a face on a piece of paper or small dry erase board to represent how they 
would feel. Invite kids explain why they picked that emotion.  
Suggested scenarios: getting a cool gift for your birthday; getting sick during a day off from school, finding out 
your pet is sick; your best friend coming over to spend the night; finding a five dollar bill in your pocket; waking 
up from a nightmare; and so forth.  
 
 

SAY : In our story, the Israelites heard the Word of God read. It made them cry because they realized that they 
had sinned against God. God’s people repen ted and promised to be faith fu l, and Ezra told them that it 
was a happy day. They could celebrate because of how faithful God had been to them.  
 
Celebrat ion  Mu ral 
Tape several pieces of paper together to create a long mural. Have everyone draw pictures of their family’s 
traditions for celebrating different holidays or accomplishments. (Christmas, Easter, the Fourth of July, birthdays, 
first/last day of school, good report card, and so forth).  
 
SAY: Every family has different traditions for celebrating special days. In today’s Bible story, the people of 
Jerusalem celebrated when the walls and city gates were finished. They celebrated by listening to the Scriptures 
and having a big feast. They were not only excited that the walls were finished; they were excited that they 
understood God’s words! Let’s get ready to hear more.  
 
The Bible Story :  Esther Saved Her People 
In t roduce the story :  Do you like having parties? What are some of your favorite things to eat at a party?  
That reminds me of our Bible story for today. We’ll learn that God’s people repented and promised to 
be faithful. Then they had a huge feast to celebrate God’s goodness to them! Last week, we learned that the 
walls and gates around Jerusalem were destroyed. These walls were important because they kept God’s people 
safe from their enemies. God’s people often faced others who did not agree with them. Nehemiah was far away, 
still working for the king of Persia, but when he heard that God’s people were in danger, he was sad. The king 
allowed Nehemiah to go back to Jerusalem. God used Nehemiah  to rebu ild Jeru salem’s walls.  In today’s 
story, we will fast forward 52 days to the time when the walls and gates were finally repaired. The people of 
Jerusalem gathered together to listen to God’s Word and to celebrate.  
 
Tell t he Bible Story  (see attached Bible Story + picture + story point) 
 
Rev iew: When Ezra read the Word of God to the people it was as if he was holding up a mirror for all the 
people. As they listened to the laws that God had given to His people, they realized they had disobeyed God. 
Their sin made them very sad. How do you feel when you know you have done something wrong? God’s 
people repen ted and promised to be faith fu l. 
 
 
 



LESSON GUIDE CONTINUED... 
	
Rev iew con t inued.. .  
They wanted to obey God because they loved Him. One part of the story that might have been surprising was 
Ezra’s response to the people’s sadness. Ezra told the people not to be sad, but to celebrate instead. You see, 
feeling sad about sin is normal, and often that is the right way to feel. But when we know we have sinned, 
and we repent, we can also feel joy knowing that God has forgiven us and loves us. When we repent, God is 
ready to make us new and give us clean hearts. That is wonderful news! When we repent and trust in Jesus, 
we’re adopted into God’s family! We don’t need to feel guilty or ashamed of our sin, because God takes our sin 
away. We will still feel sad sometimes, but we can also take comfort in God’s goodness to us. Now, we obey 
God out of our deep love for Him. We know that we are imperfect and we will still choose sin sometimes, but 
because of Jesus we are forgiven and set free from sin.  
 
Christ Connection: Re-read the Christ connection. 
SAY: God’s Word is powerful. When Ezra read God’s Word, the people loved God more and changed their 
ways. The Bible says that Jesus is “the Word.” Jesus is God who came to live with people on earth. Jesus has 
the power to change our hearts. That reminds me of our big picture question. Who is in control of 
everything? God is in control of everything in heaven and on earth. God has the power to change 
our hearts. That’s not something that we can do on our own. We are completely dependent on God to be at 
work in us and to give us faith in Him.  
 
P ract ice the Key  Passage 
1 Peter 5:10  (see poster) 
Even when we make poor choices, God gives us the opportunity to repent and turn away from those wrong 
choices and turn toward Him. In today’s story, we saw that the people of Jerusalem turned away from their sin. 
God supported them, restored them, forgave them, and showed them grace. God has shown us incredible 
grace. We are sinners who deserve punishment, but God poured out punishment on Jesus instead of us. What 
a gift that is! Our key passage reminds us that we are called into eternity with Christ. One day we will see 
Jesus face to face. We will worship at the throne of God forever and ever.  
 

*Optional activity: Distribute paper, markers, and a 6-inch string to all the kids. Instruct them to write out the 
key passage on their piece of paper and then roll it up like a scroll. Kids can tie it with the string. 
Back in Ezra’s day, the Bible wasn’t bound all together as one big book like it is today. Instead they used lots of 
scrolls with God’s Word on them. However it is written, God’s Word encourages us today because it reminds us 
that God restores His people. Keep working to remember our key passage so you can always remember God’s 
faithfulness to us.  
 
Learn  the Big P ic tu re Quest ion  
Who is in control of everything? God is in control of everything in heaven and on earth.  It’s a 
good thing that God is in control! He knows what is best for us and for the world He has created. We can trust 
Him to lead us into good things. From the story, think about how God is in control.  
 
Opt ional Act iv it y  
 

Expected Outcomes 
Provide painting smocks to protect clothing. Set out jars of paint. Give each of the kids a large piece of paper 
and a paintbrush. Allow them to experiment mixing colors to make new colors. 
 

SAY: Were you pretty confident that you knew which color you would get when you mixed yellow and blue 
together? Every time we mix those two colors, we get green. Depending on how much blue or yellow you use 
you might get a different shade, but it’ll always be green. We can know some things for certain. We can also 
have confidence that God is going to keep His promises. He has promised to make a way out of sin for us, and 
He has done that through His Son, Jesus. We know that when we confess and repent of our sin He is faithful 
to forgive us.  
 
 
 
 
 



	
LESSON GUIDE CONTINUED... 
	

Talk  abou t  it ! 
Show the Bible Story Picture as you ask the following questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 
 

Open your Bible to Nehemiah 8. Explain that the Book of Nehemiah is part of the Bible’s Old Testament History 
division, which tells the story of God’s people. The events from this book took place about 400 years before 
Jesus was born. Remind kids that Nehemiah had led the people to rebuild the walls around Jerusalem. Ezra was 
a scribe who had devoted himself to studying and teaching God’s Word.   
 

1. Who read God’s Word to all of the people? (Ezra, Neh. 8:2)  
2. How did the people respond when they heard God’s words? (They cried, Neh. 8:9)  
3. What did Ezra tell the people to do when they got home? (prepare a feast and share with their 

neighbors, Neh.8:10)  
4. Why do you think the people responded to the Word of God by crying?(Guide the kids to see that the 

people realized that they had sinned against God. They had fallen short of what God had called them 
to, and they knew that they deserved to be punished. Their sin separated them from God and tha made 
them very sad. Isaiah 59:2)  

5. Why did God want the people to celebrate instead? (God had been incredibly kind to His people. He 
restored them to their land and revealed their sin so they could repent and obey Him. His faithfulness 
was greater than their sin, and He wanted them to be happy about His goodness. Their celebration 
honored God’s work.) 

6. What can you do when you realize that you have sinned? (Help kids understand that when we sin we 
must confess our sin and repent. Repent means to turn away from sin and turn to Jesus. God has shown 
us grace and has promised to forgive our sin when we come to Him with a repentant heart. Acts 3:19) 

7. How did the Israelites’ view of God’s Word help them make the right choice? The Israelites trusted 
God’s Word, stood when it was read, listened attentively, and praised God. They respected God’s Word 
and trusted that it was true, even when it showed they needed to repent and make changes in their 
lives. 2 Timothy 3:16-17)  

8. How does God’s Word change us today? (Lead kids to recognize that the Bible is inspired by God and 
can be used to teach, rebuke, correct, and train people to follow God. The Bible is trustworthy and can 
speak to every area of our lives. We can respect, follow and trust the Bible because it comes from God. 
Neh. 8:5-6) 

9. What are some ways people should respond to God’s Word today? (Invite kids to discuss. Point out how 
people responded to God’s Word in today’s story. They responded physically by kneeling, but they also 
responded spiritually by repenting and turning away from bad choices and turning toward God. 
Romans 15:4) 

 
Jou rnal & Pray  with  you r ch ild  
Jou rnal:  
• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?  
• What does the story teach me about myself? 
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for God’s glory and my good? 
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they help me trust and love God?  
• How does this story help me to live on mission better? 
• Whom can I tell about this story? 
 
Pray :  
God, we praise You because of who You are. You are loving, powerful, and forgiving. We confess that we 
often turn away from You. Thank You for always forgiving us and welcoming us back when we repent. Help us 
follow You our whole lives, and help us lead others to find their joy and rest in Jesus too. Amen.  
 
	


