
Unit 18, Session 3

God’s People 
Repented
Nehemiah 8–13

Story Point: God’s people repented and promised to be faithful.

All the people in Jerusalem gathered 
together early in the morning at one of the 
city gates. Men, women, and children—
anyone who could understand—came to 
listen to the reading of God’s Word.

As the sun was just coming up, Ezra the 
priest brought out the book of the law. God’s 
words were written on a scroll. Ezra stood on 
a high wooden platform and began to read.

Ezra read the law for hours, and all the 
people listened carefully. The people stood 
up; they had respect for God’s Word. Ezra 
praised God, and the people lifted up their 
hands. The people in the crowd worshiped 
God. Some of the leaders explained the law 
to the people The people began to cry. The 
people realized they had sinned.

Ezra, the Levites, and Nehemiah the 
governor said, “This day is holy to the Lord 

your God. Do not be sad or cry.” Even though 
the people’s sin made them sad, this was a 
happy day.

Ezra said to them, “Go home and prepare 
a feast! Eat rich food and drink sweet drinks. 
Share what you have.” And again Ezra said, 
“Today is holy to the Lord our God. This 
is not a day to be sad because the joy of the 
Lord is your strength.”

Nehemiah led God’s people to repent and 
confess their sin. They agreed to worship only 
God and promised to obey Him.

Christ Connection: God’s Word is powerful. 
When Ezra read God’s Word, the people loved 
God more and changed their ways. The Bible 
says that Jesus is “the Word.” Jesus is God who 
came to live with people on earth. Jesus has the 
power to change our hearts.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• The people of Jerusalem had a celebration after the walls were finished. 
When people throw a party, they often send out an invitation. Use the 
information you learned today to create an invitation for the reading of 
God’s Word at the city gate.

Who:
What:
When:
Where:
Why:

• What does this story teach us about God?

• How did the people react to hearing God’s words?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God’s Word is powerful. When Ezra read God’s Word, the people loved God more and changed 
their ways. The Bible says that Jesus is “the Word.” Jesus is God who came to live with people on 
earth. Jesus has the power to change our hearts.
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APPLY the Story

• How did the Israelites’ view of God’s Word help them make the right choice?

• How does God’s Word change us today? 

• What are some ways people should respond to God’s Word today?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God’s Word is powerful. When Ezra read God’s Word, the people loved God more and changed 
their ways. The Bible says that Jesus is “the Word.” Jesus is God who came to live with people on 
earth. Jesus has the power to change our hearts.
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APPLY the Story

• Find 1 Peter 5:10 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking God for giving you the Bible to help you 
follow Him. Ask Him to open your eyes to where you need to repent and turn 
away from sin and self.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

 ❏ Nehemiah 9:29-31

 ❏ Luke 15:7

 ❏ Acts 5:31

 ❏ Hebrews 12:7-11

 ❏ Hebrews 4:12

 ❏ Hebrews 13:7
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