
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY
1520 MINUTES
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TEACH THE STORY
1015 MINUTES
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EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
2025 MINUTES
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BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Matthew 26–28

STORY POINT: Jesus died on the 
cross and is alive.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Romans 10:9

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves 

us from sin.

Easter • Session 3
Jesus’ Crucifixion 
and Resurrection
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LEADER Bible Study
The events leading up to Jesus’ death were terrifying for the disciples. 
Judas, their supposed friend, betrayed their Lord. Jesus was arrested, 
beaten, and killed. Though Jesus had plainly told the disciples that He 
would die and rise again on the third day, they did not understand. In fact, 
they were afraid to ask about it. (See Mark 9:31-21.) They had believed 
that Jesus was the One who would rescue God’s people, but how could He 
if He was dead?

Then, on the third day, Jesus rose from the dead. When Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to the tomb, Jesus wasn’t there. An angel of the 
Lord appeared. The guards were so afraid, that they fainted. But the angel 
said to the women, “Don’t be afraid.” The angel reassured the women 
that Jesus’ body hadn’t been stolen; in fact, “he has risen, just as he said” 
(Matt. 28:5-6).

The women left the tomb with fear (perhaps because they did not fully 
understand what was happening) and great joy (because they had heard 
Jesus was alive!) to tell the disciples the news. As they were leaving, Jesus 
also greeted them: “Do not be afraid.” 

Fear exists when there is a perceived danger or threat. When Jesus rose 
from the dead, He eliminated the threat of eternal separation from God 
for all who trust in Him. Even real dangers like suffering and persecution 
need not be feared because nothing—neither life nor death—can separate 
us from the love of God that is in Jesus. (Rom. 8:38-39)

Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection are not the end of the story, but the 
center of it. As you teach preschoolers this Bible story, emphasize the 
gospel: the good news of who Jesus is and what He has done. We deserve 
to die because of our sin, but Jesus died in our place. Because Jesus is alive, 
we do not need to fear anything. Those who trust in Jesus have forgiveness 
and eternal life, and we can joyfully obey Him.
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The BIBLE Story

 Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
Matthew 26–28

Jesus and His friends went to a garden. Jesus was very sad. He prayed 
to God: “My Father! If it is possible, let Me save Your people another 
way. But if this is Your plan, I will do it!” While Jesus prayed, His 

friends fell asleep. “Get up,” Jesus said. “It is time.”
Then Judas, one of Jesus’ disciples, came 

with a large crowd. Judas betrayed Jesus 
by kissing Jesus to show the crowd 

which person was Jesus. The men 
in the crowd arrested Jesus.

Jesus was taken to the high 
priest. “Are You really the 
Messiah, the Son of God?” the 
high priest asked.

“Yes,” Jesus said.
“He has spoken against 

God! He deserves to die!” the 
men said. They did not believe 
Jesus was God’s Son.

In the morning, the men 
took Jesus to see Pilate, the 

governor. “Are You the King of the 
Jews?” Pilate asked.
“Yes,” Jesus said.

“What should I do with Jesus?” Pilate 
asked.

“Kill Him on a cross!” the people replied. “Crucify 
Him!”

Pilate’s soldiers made a crown of thorns and put it on Jesus’ head. 
They put a purple robe around Him and pretended to bow down to 

54 Preschool Leader Guide
Easter • Session 3

000000000_PS_LG_Easter_Edititon-024-90_PS.indd   54 10/5/18   2:35 PM



Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Sign Jesus: Teach 
children the sign 
language motion for 
Jesus. (Touch the 
middle finger of one 
hand to the center of 
the palm of the other 
hand. Then switch 
hands, touching the 
other middle finger to 
the palm of the other 
hand.) Encourage 
children to make the 
sign for Jesus every 
time they hear His 
name in the Bible 
story.

• Move with the 
story: Designate 
different parts of the 
room as the garden, 
where the high priest 
was, where Pilate 
was, the cross, and 
the tomb. Move to 
each area as you 
tell the story to help 
children understand 
that the Bible story 
took place over 
several days. Add a 
few props, if desired, 
such as plants in the 
garden or a round 
table turned on edge 
to be the rock at the 
tomb.

Him. Then they led Jesus away.
Jesus was nailed to a cross. They put a sign above 

Jesus’ head that said: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF 
THE JEWS. Two criminals were put on crosses next to 
Jesus.

Darkness covered the land. Jesus cried out, “My God, 
My God, why have You forsaken Me?” Jesus died and 
was buried in a tomb. A large stone was rolled in front of 
the tomb, and Pilate’s soldiers guarded the tomb so that 
no one would steal Jesus’ body.

On the third day, two of Jesus’ friends, both named 
Mary, went to the tomb. They were very sad. Suddenly 
there was a big earthquake as an angel came down from 
heaven. The angel rolled away the stone and sat on it. 
The guards fainted.

The angel spoke to the women, “Do not be afraid! 
Jesus is not here! He has risen from the dead, just as He 
said He would.”

The women were so happy! Jesus was alive! They left 
the tomb to tell Jesus’ friends the good news. Just then, 
Jesus greeted them. The women worshiped Him. Jesus 
said, “Do not be afraid. Tell My friends to go to Galilee. 
I will meet them there.”

Christ Connection: The most important thing that ever 
happened is that Jesus died and was raised from the dead. Jesus is 
alive! When we trust in Jesus, we do not need to fear. Jesus brings 
forgiveness and life with God forever.
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