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INTRODUCE the Story
SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26–28
STORY POINT: Jesus died on the cross to pay for sin and rose again to defeat 

death.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 10:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Only Jesus saves us 

from sin.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to describe the greatest 
thing someone else has ever done for them.

Activity page (5 minutes)
Invite kids to complete “Stained Glass Art” on the activity 
page. Guide kids to color the picture according to the key.
SAY • In what places have you seen a cross? [Pause for kids 

to respond.] Have you ever thought about why people 
display crosses in their homes or cars, why they wear 
cross necklaces, or why churches have crosses on 
them? The cross is a symbol of Christianity.

Today we’ll find out more about the significance of 
the cross.

Session starter (10 minutes)
OPTION 1: Twenty questions
Invite kids to play a game of 20 questions. Explain that 
you are thinking of a person, place, or thing. Kids may take 
turns asking up to 20 yes-or-no questions to try to figure 

• “Stained Glass 
Art” activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Activities that could work well at home: 
“Twenty Questions”
“Not Here!”




out what person you are thinking of. For example, “Is this 
person a boy?” “Is this person still alive?” or “Is this person 
famous?”

Keep track of how many questions kids ask. If they 
are unable to guess the person after asking 20 questions, 
reveal the answer. Play multiple rounds as time allows. Use 
words related to today’s Bible story. (Suggested words: Jesus, 
garden, prayer, king, cross, earthquake, and so on)
SAY • In the Bible story today, something happened to Jesus 

that the disciples didn’t fully understand. It probably 
left them with a lot of questions.

OPTION 2: Not here!
Form groups of up to six kids. Give each group a set of 
playing cards. Instruct them to play a game like “Go Fish.” 
Give each player five cards. Stack the remaining cards 
facedown in the center of the table. The goal is collect four 
cards of the same kind.

The first player will ask another player for a certain card. 
(“Do you have any 2s?”) If the player has any of that card, 
he must surrender them to the first player. If not, the player 
should reply, “Not here!” The first player will take a card 
from the facedown pile. Play passes to the left. 
SAY • In today’s Bible story, some women went to Jesus’ 

tomb. An angel told them something amazing. The 
angel said, “He is not here!”

Transition to teach the story

• playing cards, 1 set 
per group
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our sin? Today’s story explains what Jesus did to save 
sinners. We can’t do anything to save ourselves. Only 
Jesus saves us from sin.

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • The Bible is full of stories! They are all true, and 

they tell us about God and about ourselves. All of the 
stories in the Bible fit together to tell us one big story 
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

In the beginning, God created everything. When 
the first two people—Adam and Eve—disobeyed 
God, sin entered the world and changed everything. 
But God did not turn His back on His people. God 
promised to bring a Savior through the family of 
Abraham. Many years later, God kept His promise 
by sending His Son, Jesus, to earth as a baby. Jesus 
grew up and lived a perfect life. He told and showed 
people what God is like. He came to do God’s 
plan—to rescue people from sin and death.

Today’s Bible story is called “Jesus’ Crucifixion and 
Resurrection.” Those are two big words. A crucifixion 
was when someone was killed on a cross. Resurrection 
means “to come back to life after death.” Let’s listen 
to what happened.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to Matthew 26–28. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “Jesus’ Crucifixion and 
Resurrection.”

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Jesus’ Crucifixion 

and Resurrection” 
video

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster
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LEADER • The religious leaders decided that they wanted 
to get rid of Jesus. They didn’t like that people were 
praising Jesus and following Him. So they made a 
plan and paid Judas, one of Jesus’ disciples, to betray 
Him. They did not accept who Jesus is.

When Jesus said that He is the Son of God, the 
religious leaders didn’t believe Him. They said He 
was guilty of blasphemy. Blasphemy is an attitude of 
disrespect for God. Jesus did not do anything wrong, 
but the leaders believed He had committed a crime 
by claiming to be God. 

Is Jesus the Son of God? Yes! He is fully God 
and fully man. But the religious leaders convinced 
the crowd in Jerusalem that Jesus should die. The 
people who welcomed Jesus and praised Him at the 
beginning of the week now hated Him.

Jesus knew it was time for Him to do God’s plan 
to save people from sin. God sent His Son into 
the world to be the Savior. The Bible says that sin 
requires a payment, and the fair payment for sin is 
death. Jesus died to pay the price for our sin.

On the third day, God raised Jesus from the dead. 
Jesus’ resurrection shows us that God accepted Jesus’ 
payment for our sin. Jesus died on the cross to pay 
for sin and rose again to defeat death. Jesus is alive! 
Because of His sacrifice, we can have forgiveness and 
the promise of eternal life.

Christ connection
LEADER • The death and resurrection of Jesus is the center 

of the gospel. We deserve to die because of our sin, 
but Jesus died in our place.

Tip: Use Scripture 
and the guide 
provided on page 
129 to explain 
how to become a 
Christian. Make 
sure kids know 
when and where 
they can ask 
questions.
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Because Jesus is alive, we do not need to fear 
anything. We can live for Jesus and His glory. Who 
saves us from our sin? Only Jesus saves us from sin. 
Those who trust in Jesus have forgiveness and eternal 
life, and we can joyfully obey Him.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
Show the “Easter, Session 3” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why Jesus rose from the dead. 
Why is it important that He is alive? Guide them to discuss 
how Jesus’ resurrection should change how they live.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 
LEADER • God wants everyone to hear the saving 

message of forgiveness through His son Jesus 
Christ. He gave the Dye family, North American 
missionaries living in Atlanta, Georgia, a surprising 
idea to get to know more people in their city which 
gave them more opportunities to tell others about 
Jesus. Just watch and see!

Show the “Casting the Dye (Part 2)” missions video.
LEADER • God knows just how to reach His people with the 

good news of the gospel. He uses all things … even 
snow cones!

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Romans 10:9.
LEADER • Our key passage reminds us of the answer to our 

big picture question, Who saves us from our sin? 
Only Jesus saves us from our sin. We are saved when 
we confess that Jesus is Lord and believe that God 

• “Easter, Session 3” 
questions from kids 
video

• “Casting the Dye 
(Part 2)” missions 
video

• Key Passage Poster
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raised Him from the dead. 
Lead boys and girls in saying Romans 10:9 again.

Sing (4 minutes)
Open your Bible and read aloud Colossians 2:14.
LEADER • Jesus’ resurrection proves that He has victory over 

sin and death. When we trust in Him, we share in 
His victory. Let’s sing!

Sing together a worship song of your choice

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord God, You sent Your Son to die on the cross 

for our sin, and You raised Him from the dead! 
Our greatest enemies—sin and death—have been 
defeated, so everyone who trusts in You does not 
have to be afraid. Help us to understand the reality 
that Jesus is alive! We look forward to a future with 
You forever. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• worship song of your 
choice
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story
SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26–28
STORY POINT: Jesus died on the cross to pay for sin and rose again to defeat 

death.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 10:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Only Jesus saves us 

from sin.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
Display the key passage poster. Form four groups and assign 
each group a phrase of the key passage. Point to each group 
to say its part of the key passage in order. (Example: “If you 
confess with your mouth,” / “‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in 
your heart” / “that God raised him from the dead,” / “you 
will be saved.”)

Challenge all of the groups to say the Bible reference 
together: Romans 10:9. Reassign phrases and repeat the 
activity a few times.
SAY • Who saves us from our sin? Only Jesus saves us from 

sin. Do you believe the words of our key passage? We 
don’t have to do anything to earn God’s approval. 
We look to Jesus with empty hands of faith, and He 
welcomes us into God’s family. This is good news!

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles 
to Matthew 26. Explain that today’s Bible story comes from 
Matthew 26–28. Challenge kids to identify which Bible 
division the Book of Matthew is in. (Gospels) Choose a 
volunteer to read aloud Matthew 27:41-42.

• Key Passage Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970)
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SAY • The religious leaders mocked Jesus. They thought 
He didn’t have the power to save Himself from the 
cross. Jesus holds everything together! He could have 
stopped everything, but Jesus wanted to follow God’s 
plan to rescue sinners. 

The events leading up to Jesus’ death and 
resurrection took place in and around the city of 
Jerusalem. [Point to Jerusalem (H5) on the New 
Testament Israel Map.] Jesus died on the cross to pay 
for sin and rose again to defeat death.

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What did Jesus give up in order to save us? Lead 

kids to discuss not only Jesus’ giving up His life, but His 
humbling in coming from a position of honor in heaven 
to earth as a baby.  
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Phil. 2:5-8.)

2. Where is Jesus today? Guide kids to recognize that 
Jesus is alive! He is in heaven at the right hand of God, 
and one day He will return to set up His kingdom and 
make everything right.  
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Heb. 9:28.)

3. What does it look like to “lay down your life” for 
someone else? Prompt kids to think of situations in 
which they can put others’ needs before their own. Point 
out that kids can lay down their lives even while they 
live, reflecting the servant attitude of Jesus. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read John 15:13.)

Activity choice (10 minutes)
OPTION 1: Snow cone treat
Fill ziplock bags with treats. Be sure the bags are 

not too full to place inside the paper cone. Remind kids 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

• cone paper cups
• ziplock bags
• small treats like 

pretzels or fruit 
snacks
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ask about the stickers, kids can use them to share the gospel. 
SAY • We heard in our Bible story today that Jesus died on 

the cross to pay for sin and rose again to defeat 
death. This is the most important thing that ever 
happened, and it is good news! We can share this 
good news with others and pray that they would 
believe and trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, 
thanking God that Jesus is alive and active in our lives 
today. Ask Him to bring some people into kids’ lives who 
need to know Jesus.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “From Death to 
Life” on the activity page. Kids should number the events in 
the order they happened. 

Option: Review the 
gospel with boys 
and girls. Explain 
that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they 
have questions.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “From Death to 

Life” activity page, 
1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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