
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
1015 MINUTES

PAGE 122

TEACH THE STORY
2530 MINUTES

PAGE 124

APPLY THE STORY
2530 MINUTES

PAGE 130

Easter • Session 3

Easter • Session 3

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Matthew 26–28

STORY POINT: 
Jesus died on the cross to pay for sin and 

rose again to defeat death.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Romans 10:9

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Who saves us from our sin? Only Jesus 

saves us from sin.

Jesus’ Crucifixion 
and Resurrection
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LEADER Bible Study
The events leading up to Jesus’ death were terrifying for the disciples. 
Judas, their supposed friend, betrayed their Lord. Jesus was arrested, 
beaten, and killed. Though Jesus had plainly told the disciples that He 
would die and rise again on the third day, they did not understand. In fact, 
they were afraid to ask about it. (See Mark 9:31-21.) They had believed 
that Jesus was the One who would rescue God’s people, but how could He 
if He was dead?

Then, on the third day, Jesus rose from the dead. When Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to the tomb, Jesus wasn’t there. An angel of the 
Lord appeared. The guards were so afraid, that they fainted. But the angel 
said to the women, “Don’t be afraid.” The angel reassured the women 
that Jesus’ body hadn’t been stolen; in fact, “he has risen, just as he said” 
(Matt. 28:5-6).

The women left the tomb with fear (perhaps because they did not fully 
understand what was happening) and great joy (because they had heard 
Jesus was alive!) to tell the disciples the news. As they were leaving, Jesus 
also greeted them: “Do not be afraid.” 

Fear exists when there is a perceived danger or threat. When Jesus rose 
from the dead, He eliminated the threat of eternal separation from God 
for all who trust in Him. Even real dangers like suffering and persecution 
need not be feared because nothing—neither life nor death—can separate 
us from the love of God that is in Jesus. (Rom. 8:38-39)

Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection are not the end of the story, but the 
center of it. As you teach kids this Bible story, emphasize the gospel: the 
good news of who Jesus is and what He has done. We deserve to die 
because of our sin, but Jesus died in our place. Because Jesus is alive, we do 
not need to fear anything. Those who trust in Jesus have forgiveness and 
eternal life, and we can joyfully obey Him.
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Story is char.style 

Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
Matthew 26–28

Jesus and His disciples went to a garden called Gethsemane 
(geth SEM uh nih). Jesus prayed, “Father! If it is possible, take this 
suffering from Me. But only if it is part of Your plan.”

Suddenly Judas arrived with a large crowd. Judas 
betrayed Jesus by kissing Him so the crowd 

would know who Jesus was. The crowd 
grabbed Jesus and arrested Him.

Jesus was led to the high 
priest. The religious leaders 

were trying to find a reason to 
kill Jesus, but they could not. 
The high priest asked, “Are 
You the Messiah, the Son of 
God?” Jesus replied, “Yes, 
that’s right.”

The high priest said, “He 
has spoken against God! He 
deserves to die!” The religious 

leaders refused to believe that 
Jesus was God’s Son.

In the morning, the religious 
leaders led Jesus to Pilate, the 

governor. “Are You the King of the 
Jews?” Pilate asked.

“Yes, that’s right,” Jesus replied.
“What should I do with Jesus?” Pilate asked the 

crowd. “Crucify Him!” they answered. Pilate did not think Jesus had 
done anything wrong, but he handed Jesus over to them.

The governor’s soldiers put a scarlet robe on Jesus. They made a 

The BIBLE Story
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Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use dramatic 
conversation: 
Vary your voice for 
the dialogue of 
different people. For 
example, use one 
voice for Jesus and 
another voice for 
Pilate.

• Use lighting 
effects: Begin 
telling the story with 
a somber voice with 
the lights dimmed. 
After describing the 
Jesus’ resurrection, 
use a cheerful voice 
and cue an adult 
volunteer to raise the 
lights.

crown of thorns and put it on His head. Then they mocked 
Him: “Here is the King of the Jews!” They beat Jesus and 
led Him away to be killed.

The soldiers nailed Jesus to a cross. They put a sign 
above His head that said THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE 
JEWS. Two criminals were crucified next to Him.

Darkness covered the land. Jesus cried out, “My God, 
why have You forsaken Me?” Jesus shouted again and then 
He died. Suddenly, the curtain in the temple sanctuary split 
in two, from top to bottom, and there was an earthquake. 
One of the guards said, “This man really was God’s Son!”

Jesus was buried in a tomb. A stone was sealed in 
front of the tomb so that no one could steal Jesus’ body.

On the third day, Mary Magdalene (MAG duh leen) 
and the other Mary went to the tomb. Suddenly there 
was an earthquake. An angel of the Lord rolled back the 
stone and sat on it. The guards were so afraid that they 
fainted. The angel spoke to the women, “Don’t be afraid! 
I know you are looking for Jesus. He is not here. He has 
risen, just like He said He would.”

The women left the tomb quickly. They ran to tell the 
disciples the good news. Just then Jesus greeted them. 
The women worshiped Him. “Don’t be afraid,” Jesus told 
them. “Tell My followers to go to Galilee. They will see 
Me there.”

Christ Connection: The death and resurrection of Jesus is 
the center of the gospel. We deserve to die because of our sin, but 
Jesus died in our place. Because Jesus is alive, we do not need 
to fear anything. Those who trust in Jesus have forgiveness and 
eternal life, and we can joyfully obey Him.
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