
INTRODUCE the Story
SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Triumphal Entry
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21; Mark 11; Luke 19; John 12
STORY POINT: People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as their King.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 10:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Only Jesus saves us 

from sin.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt each kid to think about the 
last time someone came to his or her house. Did kids do 
anything to make that person feel welcome?
SAY • Today’s Bible story is about how people welcomed 

Jesus when He entered Jerusalem about a week 
before He died on the cross.

Activity page (5 minutes)
Invite kids to complete “The Lord Needs It” on the activity 
page. Kids should connect the dots to discover what Jesus 
told His disciples to bring Him.
SAY • Jesus was outside of Jerusalem when He told His 

disciples to bring Him a colt, or young donkey. 
What an unusual way for Jesus to enter Jerusalem! 
Let’s find out more.

Session starter (10 minutes)
OPTION 1: Moo, baa, hee-haw
Instruct kids to move to form a circle. Explain that one 

• “The Lord Needs It” 
activity page, 1 per 
kid

• pencils or markers
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Activities that could work well from home:
“Moo Baa Hee-Haw”
“Word Baseball”




player will begin by making one of three animal noises. 
He may moo like a cow, baa like a sheep, or hee-haw like a 
donkey. The rest of the players will react accordingly: 

• Moo: Players to the immediate right and left will 
stand and jump in place four times.

• Baa: Players not immediately next to the “sheep” will 
clap their hands four times.

• Hee-haw: All players will stand, raise their hands, and 
shout “Hosanna!”

Play then passes clockwise around the circle with each 
player taking a turn making an animal noise.
SAY • The word hosanna means “save now.” Today we will 

learn why people shouted “Hosanna!” when Jesus 
came to town.

OPTION 2: Word baseball
Form two teams of kids. On a chalkboard or dry erase 
board, draw seven blanks (for the word hosanna). Invite the 
first team to guess a letter. 

If the letter is in the word, write it in its blank and give 
the team another guess. If the letter is not in the word, draw 
an X on the left side of the board to indicate a strike. Play 
passes to the second team. Teams are out if they earn three 
strikes. For each word a team guesses, award a point. 

Play additional rounds with related words. The team 
to score the most points wins. (Suggested words: Jesus, 
triumphal, Jerusalem, donkey) 
SAY • Have you heard all of these words before? Listen 

carefully to our Bible story today to see what these 
words have to do with Jesus.

Transition to teach the story

• chalkboard or dry 
erase board

• chalk or marker
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You could play as hangman!



I’ve never ridden a donkey, but did you know Jesus 
did? I think it’s about time to hear our Bible story.

Big picture question (1 minute)
LEADER • First, let’s hear our big picture question: Who 

saves us from our sin? Do any of you know the 
answer? [Pause for kids to respond.] Jesus—exactly! Say 
our big picture question and answer with me: Who 
saves us from our sin? Only Jesus saves us from sin.

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Let’s take a look at our timeline to see where we 

are. Remember, all the smaller stories in the Bible 
fit together to tell one big story—the story of how 
people turned away from God and how He brought 
us back to Himself by sending His Son, Jesus, to save 
us from sin.

Today we are going back to hear the story of “Jesus’ 
Triumphal Entry” because we are celebrating Easter. 
This Bible story is about what happened when Jesus 
entered Jerusalem, about a week before His death 
and resurrection. We remember this event now on 
Palm Sunday. Listen closely.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to Luke 19. Use the Bible storytelling tips 
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show 
the Bible story video “Jesus’ Triumphal Entry.”
LEADER • When Jesus entered the city, were the people 

happy to see Him? Yes! Can you imagine that parade 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Jesus’ Triumphal 

Entry” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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head1 (“Opening” is 

of people? The Jews were so happy to see Jesus. 
People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as their King.

Did you hear what the people shouted when Jesus 
entered the city? They shouted, “Hosanna!” The 
word hosanna means “save now!” The Jews expected 
Jesus to be their earthly king and free them from the 
Romans, who were ruling over them. Jesus had come 
to save the people, but His kingdom is not an earthly 
kingdom like the people imagined. Notice that Jesus 
did not come to save His people by bringing a big 
army with lots of horses and weapons. Jesus came for 
a much greater purpose: to save people from sin! 

Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey. A donkey! 
That doesn’t seem to me like the type of animal a 
victorious king would ride. Why do you think Jesus 
did that? The main reason is that Jesus was fulfilling 
a prophecy from the Book of Zechariah in the Old 
Testament. [Open your Bible and read Zechariah 9:9 
aloud.] The people saw Jesus on a donkey and knew 
that He was showing them that He was the promised 
King! The other reason Jesus rode a donkey instead 
of some big, brave warhorse is that Jesus wasn’t 
coming to be the kind of king the people expected. 
He came humbly, not to save them from their 
Roman enemies but for a much greater purpose: to 
save people from sin. 

Christ connection
LEADER • Only Jesus saves us from sin. That’s the answer 

to our big picture question! Who saves us from sin? 
Only Jesus saves us from sin.

Just one week after the people gladly welcomed 

Tip: Use Scripture 
and the guide 
provided on page 97 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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Jesus, they would mock Him and kill Him on a 
cross. Jesus the King gave up everything—even His 
own life—so that everyone who trusts in Him can 
have forgiveness and eternal life. On the third day, 
Jesus rose from the dead. One day, He will return to 
earth on a white horse as King over everything.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
Show the “Easter, Session 1” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why the people of Jerusalem 
killed Jesus. Guide them to discuss how we can welcome 
Jesus into our lives today.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 
 LEADER • Atlanta is the capital of the state of 

Georgia. It is also a city located in the middle of the 
“Bible Belt,” an area of the United States historically 
known for its many churches and churchgoers. But 
today, many people do not go to church or know 
Jesus. This is a surprising fact. Let’s play a game to 
learn more things about Atlanta.

Read the sentences on the “Finish the Facts” page, leaving 
the underlined parts unsaid.

If a kid can complete the sentence, she must run to the 
front of the room. The first kid to the front of the room 
gets to finish the fact.
LEADER • Many people in Atlanta do not believe the gospel, 

but missionaries in the city are telling people that 
Jesus saves people from sin. Let’s pray for the people 
living in and around the city of Atlanta.

Lead in a brief time of prayer.

• “Easter, Session 1” 
questions from kids 
video

• “Finish the Facts” 
printable
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head1 (“Opening” is 

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Romans 10:9.
LEADER • A week after people welcomed Jesus to 

Jerusalem as their King, they killed Him on a cross. 
On the third day, Jesus rose from the dead. Our key 
passage says that if we believe this is true, God saves 
us from sin. Jesus will never die again. Death has no 
power over Him. The greatest power sin has is death. 
When Jesus rose from the dead, He proved that He 
conquered the power of sin.

Lead boys and girls to say Romans 10:9 again.

Sing (4 minutes)
Open your Bible and read aloud John 14:1-2.
LEADER • Jesus welcomes us as part of God’s family. Will 

you sing with me?
Sing together a worship song of your choice

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord God, hosanna! Only You can save. Thank 

You for coming into the world to rescue us from sin 
and death. You love us so much. Help us to live in a 
way that brings glory to You. We love You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster

• Bible
• worship song of your 

choice
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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head1 (“Opening” is head1 (“Opening” is 

The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 

APPLY the Story
SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Triumphal Entry
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21; Mark 11; Luke 19; John 12
STORY POINT: People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as their King.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 10:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Only Jesus saves us 

from sin.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
Write the key passage in words or phrases on separate sticky 
notes. Prepare one per kid. Display the key passage poster. 
Lead the kids to read the key passage together two or three 
times. Then remove or cover the poster.

Distribute the sticky notes in random order and instruct 
kids to stick the notes to their foreheads. Challenge kids 
to arrange themselves in order without talking. When kids 
finish, prompt each kid to read her sticky note so kids say 
the key passage collectively.
SAY • Great job! Let’s work on memorizing our key passage 

over the next week. Then next time, I’ll see who can 
say it from memory.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Provide Bibles and instruct kids to open to the New 
Testament. Ask them to name the first four books of the 
New Testament. (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John)

Remind kids that the Bible is the inspired Word of God. 
Everything in the Bible is true. God gave us the Gospels so 
we can know about Jesus, and today’s Bible story is found in 
all four Gospels.

• Key Passage Poster
• sticky notes
• marker

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970)
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SAY • We saw in our Bible story today that people 
welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as their King. [Point 
to Jerusalem (H5) on the New Testament Israel Map.] 
They celebrated Him! But Jesus was not the type of 
king the people expected. They hoped for a king who 
would overthrow the Romans.

Later that week, Jesus was arrested and killed. But 
we know the whole story—Jesus did not stay dead! 
We will hear more about what happened next time. 

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Why is it important that Jesus rode into Jerusalem 

on a donkey? Lead kids to conclude that Jesus’ 
fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies was evidence 
that Jesus is God’s Son, the promised Messiah. Discuss 
how Jesus’ entry on a donkey showed His humility. He 
didn’t enter the city on a warhorse, like people might 
expect a victorious king to do. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Matt. 5:17.)

2. Have you learned anything about Jesus that surprises 
you? Guide kids to identify attributes of Jesus that they 
did not expect from a king. Help them consider the ways 
in which the kingdom of God is “upside down” from 
kingdoms of the world. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read John 18:36.)

3. What do you think it will be like when King Jesus 
returns? Invite kids to share their ideas. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Isa. 65:17-19.)

Activity choice (10 minutes)
OPTION 1: Prayers for Atlanta
Invite kids to sit in a circle on the floor. Remind 

them that they have learned some facts about Atlanta, 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

• “Atlanta Prayer Card” 
printable, 1 per kid

• popcorn (optional)
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toss the ball to any other player. Kids can continue 
passing the ball across the circle. Then add a second 
ball. Kids must pay attention and be ready to catch 
the ball. Add a third or fourth ball depending on the 
size of your group.

SAY • You have to have empty hands to catch a ball. That 
reminds me of what we need to welcome Jesus 
into our lives: nothing but empty hands of faith! 
We heard in our Bible story today how people 
welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as their King. We can 
welcome Jesus into our lives as King by turning away 
from our sin and turning to Him.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, 
asking God to soften kids’ hearts so they would welcome 
Him into their hearts and their lives. 

As time allows, lead kids to complete “Who Said It?” on 
the activity page. Kids should follow the maze to discover 
who said what in today’s Bible story. 

Option: Review the 
gospel with boys 
and girls. Explain 
that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they 
have questions.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Who Said It?” 

activity page, 
1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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