
INTRODUCE the Story
SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Triumphal Entry
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21; Mark 11; Luke 19; John 12
STORY POINT: People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as their King.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 10:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Only Jesus saves us 

from sin.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them if they’ve 
ever attended or participated in a parade. Talk about who or 
what was being celebrated.
SAY • Jesus rode into town on a donkey. People shouted 

and waved like in a parade. Jesus was the King whom 
God had promised to send. People welcomed Jesus 
to Jerusalem as their King.

Activity page (5 minutes)
Invite kids to complete the “Can You Find Them?” activity 
page. Instruct the kids to find hidden in the picture items 
from the key.
SAY • When Jesus arrived in Jerusalem, people were excited. 

They saw Him as an earthly King, but He is so much 
more than that! Jesus is the King of everything. He 
came the first time to die on the cross, but one day 
He will return to fix everything that is broken in the 
world.

• “Can You Find Them?” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Activities that could work well from home:
“Gather Palm Leaves”
“Parade Brigade”
“Storytelling Stations”
“Rocks Cry Out”




Session starter (10 minutes)
OPTION 1: Gather palm leaves
Before class, print and cut out the palm leaves printable. 
Scatter the palm leaves on the floor.

Encourage the kids to collect them and put the story 
point in order. If you have a large group, create two sets, 
form teams, and see which team can put the branches in 
order first.
SAY • Jesus and His disciples traveled to the city of 

Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. When Jesus 
entered Jerusalem, people placed their robes and 
palm branches along the road before Jesus. They 
shouted out, “Hosanna!” Hosanna means “save now!” 
People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as their King.

OPTION 2: Parade brigade
Provide flags, banners, noisemakers, balloons, and items 
used to celebrate in a parade. Encourage kids to march 
around the classroom as if they are in a parade. You may 
also parade the kids through the hallway as long as they do 
not interrupt other classes in session. Afterward, ask the 
kids how it felt to be in a parade.
SAY • Did you enjoy being in the parade? Today we are 

going to hear about the time when Jesus rode into 
Jerusalem on a donkey. People spread out their coats 
and palm branches in front of Him, and they cheered 
and sang too. People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem 
as their King!

Transition to teach the story

• “Palm Leaves” 
printable

• scissors

• flags, banners, 
noisemakers, 
balloons, or other 
items used to 
celebrate in a parade
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You could do this at home by writing one word from the story point on a leaf cut out



knights, and so forth. The knight is shaped like a 
horse because a knight would ride a big, powerful 
warhorse. So you can imagine what a king might 
ride! But today we will learn about a King who rode 
a young donkey! I’ll tell you all about it.

Big picture question (1 minute)
LEADER • We are going to talk about a time Jesus rode a 

donkey into Jerusalem. As Jesus rode into the city, 
people shouted praises to Him and gave Him glory. 
That reminds me of our big picture question: Who 
saves us from our sin? Only Jesus saves us from sin.

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • The Bible is one big story about God’s plan to 

send Jesus to rescue us from sin. It started when God 
created everything, including people. People sinned, 
and as a result our relationship with God was broken. 
We needed a Rescuer, and God planned to send the 
Rescuer through the family of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. God’s people had been waiting for a long time 
for the Rescuer—a Savior King—to come. Today’s 
story is called “Jesus’ Triumphal Entry.” 

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to Matthew 21; Mark 11; Luke 19; 
John 12. Use the Bible storytelling tips on the Bible story 
page to help you tell the story, or show the Bible story video 
“Jesus’ Triumphal Entry.”
LEADER • The people in Jerusalem were excited when 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Jesus’ Triumphal 

Entry” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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Jesus came into the city. They cheered, waved palm 
branches, and even laid their coats in the dirt for 
Jesus to travel over. They were showing Jesus honor 
and respect because they wanted Him to rule over 
them. People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as their 
King, but they expected an earthly king, not the 
kind of King Jesus came to be. They wanted to be 
free from the Roman Empire, which controlled Israel 
at that time. However, Jesus came to destroy bigger 
enemies than the Romans—sin and death.

Even the animal Jesus chose to ride on showed that 
He was a different kind of King. Most earthy kings 
would have ridden in on a big, powerful warhorse 
surrounded by their armies. Jesus rode in on a young 
donkey surrounded by His disciples. How do you 
think the people reacted when they started to see that 
Jesus wasn’t planning to be the earthly conqueror 
they wanted? [Allow responses.] Those are some 
interesting ideas. 

The people saw that Jesus wasn’t planning to defeat 
Rome and bring back the kingdom of Israel; they 
turned on Jesus. On Palm Sunday, they shouted 
“Hosanna,” which means “save now,” but less than 
a week later, many of these same people shouted, 
“Crucify Him!”

Christ connection
LEADER • And that’s what the rulers did. They nailed Jesus 

to a cross to kill Him. Thankfully, Jesus did not stay 
dead. On the third day, Jesus rose from the grave 
to show that His sacrifice was enough. The curse of 
sin was broken, and death had no power over Jesus. 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

12 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Easter • Session 1

000000000_Kids_LG_Easter_Edititon_YK_001-085.indd   12 10/5/18   2:18 PM



When we believe in Jesus, God forgives our sin and 
gives us new life. What good news!

During Jesus’ triumphal entry, the people 
welcomed Him as King. Jesus was the Messiah 
spoken about by the prophet Zechariah: “Look, 
your King is coming to you; He is righteous and 
victorious, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, 
the foal of a donkey” (Zech. 9:9). One day, Jesus 
will return to earth on a white horse as King over 
everything. (Rev. 19:11)

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
Show the “Easter, Session 1” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why the people turned on Jesus 
a week later. Guide them to discuss what it looks like for us 
to welcome Jesus in our lives today.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 
LEADER • Atlanta is the capital of the state of 

Georgia. It is also a city located in the middle of the 
“Bible Belt,” an area of the United States historically 
known for its many churches and churchgoers. But 
today, many people do not go to church or know 
Jesus. This is a surprising fact. Let’s play a game to 
learn more things about Atlanta.

Read the sentences on the “Finish the Facts” page, leaving 
the underlined parts unsaid. If a kid can complete the 
sentence, she must run to the front of the room. The first 
kid to the front of the room gets to finish the fact.
LEADER • Many people in Atlanta do not believe the gospel, 

but missionaries in the city are telling people that 
Jesus saves people from sin. We can pray for the 

• “Easter, Session 1” 
questions from kids 
video

• “Finish the Facts” 
printable
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people living in and around the city of Atlanta.
Lead kids in a brief time of prayer.

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
Romans 10:9. Then cover the poster and help kids say it 
from memory. Consider using simple hand motions that 
kids can use to help them memorize it.
LEADER • A week after people welcomed Jesus to 

Jerusalem as their King, people called for Him to be 
crucified. Because Jesus laid down His life and rose 
again on the third day, He defeated sin and death. 
There’s nothing else for us to fear because Jesus has 
defeated the scariest enemies for us!

Sing (4 minutes)
LEADER • Jesus is our King. He died on the cross and rose 

from the grave to rescue us from sin. When we have 
faith in Jesus, He sends the Holy Spirit to live in us 
and help us walk with Jesus.

Sing together Easter-themed songs or other worship songs 
of your choice.

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, only You can save. Thank You for coming 

into the world to rescue us from sin and defeat death. 
You love us so much. Help us to obey You out of love 
and bring glory to You. We love You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster

• Easter-themed songs 
or other songs of 
your choice
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word 
gospel means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of 
God, and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone 
has chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because 
God is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and 
deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your 
heart that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. 
Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith 
is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and 
complete with their families.
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 

APPLY the Story
SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Triumphal Entry
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21; Mark 11; Luke 19; John 12
STORY POINT: People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as their King.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 10:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Only Jesus saves us 

from sin.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
Write each word or phrase of the key passage and Scripture 
reference on separate index cards. For a larger group, make 
two or more sets, using different colored index cards per set. 
Hide the cards in the room. 

Form teams and assign each team a card color. Challenge 
kids to race to find the cards and arrange them in the 
correct order. Read the key passage again.
SAY • People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as their King, 

but only a few days later, the people wanted to 
crucify Jesus. On the third day, women went to Jesus’ 
tomb. They had forgotten that Jesus said He would 
die but He would also come back to life. An angel 
met the women and told them Jesus was not in His 
tomb—He is alive! Jesus is still alive today.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Distribute a Bible to each kid. Form four groups of kids, 
and assign each group one of the triumphal entry accounts 
from Matthew 21; Mark 11; Luke 19; and John 12. Instruct 
each group to select a kid to read their passage aloud. Make 
sure each group hears all the passages.

• Key Passage Poster
• index cards
• pen

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Where did Jesus’ disciples find the young donkey? 

(tied up as soon as they entered the village, Matt. 21:2)
2. What did people spread on the ground for Jesus to 

ride over? (coats and palm branches, Mark 11:8)
3. What did Jesus say to the religious leaders who 

wanted Jesus’ disciples to be quiet? (“If they were to 
keep silent, the stones would cry out”; Luke 19:40)

4. Why is it important that Jesus entered Jerusalem on 
a donkey instead of a powerful warhorse? Guide kids 
to see that Jesus’ riding a donkey fulfilled Old Testament 
prophecy and signaled the kind of kingdom Jesus had 
come to establish. Remind kids that Jesus taught about 
serving, not being served, and that He lived out His 
teachings by giving His life so we could live.

5. How will Jesus’ second coming be different from 
His first? How will it be the same? Guide kids to 
find and read Revelation 19:11-16. Discuss how Jesus’ 
first coming brought about the defeat of sin and death, 
and His second coming will mark the end of all sin 
everywhere and the complete fixing of the brokenness of 
the world. Point out that Jesus was King even when He 
came humbly, but one day He will come as a conquerer. 

6. How does knowing about Jesus’ first and second 
coming help us live courageously? Help kids see that 
Jesus has defeated sin and will one day fix everything 
broken. We have life in Christ now and future hope for 
a perfect eternal life with God forever.

SAY • People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as their King. 
Jesus defeated sin and death a week later when He 
died and rose again. One day, Jesus will return as our 
King and fix everything broken in the world. 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)
OPTION 1: Storytelling stations

Set up three stations for kids to practice sharing 
the story of Jesus’ triumphal entry. At the first station, 
provide paper and markers for kids to draw pictures to share 
the story. At the second station, provide paper and pencils 
for kids to write a few sentences to tell the story. At the 
third station, set up a chair for a volunteer or adult leader to 
sit in. Kids should tell the story to the volunteer. 

Form three groups of kids and guide them to rotate 
through the storytelling stations, spending a few minutes 
at each station. Provide Bible for kids to read and review 
Matthew 21:1-17.
SAY • Traveling to faraway places to share the good news 

about Jesus is not always easy, but missionaries who 
obey God’s call to go and tell the nations about Jesus 
want everyone to hear and believe the good news.

We too can share the good news about Jesus with 
people wherever we are. God can use us for His glory 
in our neighborhoods, in cities across the country, 
and in countries around the world!

OPTION 2: Rocks cry out
Before class, gather smooth, hand-sized stones. It may be 
helpful to rinse them with water and dry them before the 
activity.

During class, give each kid a stone and markers. Invite 
the kids to draw faces on the stones. As kids draw on the 
stones, read Luke 19:37-40. Talk about what the word 
rebuke means and ask kids why the Pharisees did not want 
the disciples to praise Jesus.
SAY • People welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as their King, 

• paper
• pencils
• markers

• smooth stones
• markers
• water and towels 

(optional)
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and that made the Pharisees angry. The Pharisees 
were religious leaders who believed that in order for 
God to be happy with them, they had to follow all 
of God’s laws and some other laws they made for 
themselves, too. They didn’t like Jesus. He taught 
that no one can keep God’s laws perfectly except for 
Him and that salvation is based only on trusting in 
Jesus, not what a person can do for God.

Jesus—the only One who has never sinned—died 
on the cross and rose again so we could be forgiven 
of our sin when we trust in Him. Who saves us from 
our sins? Only Jesus saves us from sin.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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