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Luke 2

STORY POINT:  
Jesus was born to rescue people from sin.

KEY PASSAGE: 
John 1:1

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Is Jesus God or a human? Jesus is both 

fully God and fully human.

Unit 19 • Session 3
Jesus Was Born

BIBLE PASSAGE: 

PRESCHOOL LESSON 
July 26th 

	

FOR PARENTS: 
	 After the angel Gabriel appeared to Zechariah and predicted the birth of John—the forerunner of the Messiah—he 

appeared to Mary and predicted that she too would have a baby. This baby would be named Jesus, and He would be 
God’s Son. “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High ... His kingdom will have no end,” Gabriel said. 
(See Luke 1:32-33.) Mary visited Zechariah and his wife, Elizabeth, who was pregnant with John. Inside the womb, John 
leaped for joy in the presence of Mary’s unborn baby.  
 
Mary and Joseph lived in Nazareth. When Caesar Augustus called for a census, they traveled to Bethlehem—the very 
place the Messiah was prophesied to be born. (Micah 5:2) There, in a stable, God the Son entered the world as a baby.  
 
Imagine the shepherds’ surprise when an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared. The Bible says that they were terrified! But 
the angel brought them good news: “Today in the city of David a Savior was born for you, who is the Messiah, the Lord” 
(Luke 2:11). This Savior—the long-awaited deliverer and redeemer—had come.  
 
Not only did Jesus come into the world as the Savior, He came as our King. Some time after Jesus’ birth, wise men came 
to worship Jesus. They brought Him gifts suitable for a king—gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Jesus is the King who will rule 
forever, just as God promised King David. (See 2 Sam. 7.)  
 
When you share this story with preschoolers, remind them that Jesus came because we needed Him. The purpose of Jesus’ 
birth was twofold: to bring glory to God and to make peace between God and those who trust in Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. Celebrating the birth of Jesus is about rejoicing over the greatest gift we could ever receive. God’s own 
Son came to earth to be our Savior and our King.  
	



Story is char.style The BIBLE Story

 Jesus Was Born
Luke 2

Mary and Joseph lived in the town of Nazareth. When Mary was 
pregnant with Baby Jesus, a ruler named Caesar Augustus wanted a 
list of all the people who were living in the land. He sent out an order: 

“Everyone must return to his hometown to be counted!” Since 
Joseph was part of King David’s family, he and 

Mary traveled to Bethlehem, the city of 
David.

While they were there, Mary was 
ready to have her baby. Mary and 

Joseph looked for a safe place 
to stay, but every place was 
full. So Mary and Joseph 
found a place where animals 
were kept, and that is where 
Mary had her baby. Joseph 
named the baby Jesus. Mary 
wrapped Him in cloth and 
laid Him in a manger.

That night, some shepherds 
were watching their sheep out 

in the fields. All of a sudden, an 
angel stood before them. A bright 

light shone around the shepherds, 
and they were scared!

But the angel said, “Do not be afraid! I 
have good news for you: Today a Savior, who is the 

Messiah and the Lord, was born for you in the city of David.” Then the 
angel said, “Go find the baby. He will be wrapped in cloth and lying 
in a manger.”



Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Tell the story 
with manger 
scene figures: 
Use the figures from 
a manger scene set 
as you tell the Bible 
story.  

• Dress up and 
play out: Provide 
Bible times clothes 
and allow children to 
dress up. Assign roles 
and lead preschoolers 
to play out the Bible 
story as you tell it. 

Suddenly, many angels appeared. They praised God 
and said, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace 
on earth to people He favors!”

When the angels left, the shepherds hurried to Bethlehem 
to find Baby Jesus. They found Him, and then they told 
others about Him. Everyone who heard about Jesus 
was surprised and amazed. Jesus’ mother, Mary, thought 
about everything that happened and tried to understand it. 
The shepherds went back to their fields. They praised God 
because everything had happened just like the angel had 
said.

Christ Connection: Jesus was born! This was very good news! 
Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is God’s Son. God sent Jesus 
to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the world to rescue people 
from their sins.



LESSON GUIDE: 
	
H ey  paren t s! Below are some ideas an d su ggest ion s for ac t iv it ies an d con versat ion s you  can  
h ave wit h  you r k ids.  Remember, on e H UG E ben ef it  t o learn in g at  h ome is it  can  be st retch ed 
ou t  t h rou gh  t h e week  an d applied at  dif feren t  momen t s! Don ’t  feel lik e it  all h as t o be don e 
at  on ce.  M ost  of  all pray  for t h e Lord’s h elp an d EN JO Y  disc iplin g you r k ids! 
 
O pen in g Ac t iv it y  O pt ion s:  
Cou n t in g It ems 
Gather several sheets of paper and invite a child to count to discover how many pieces of paper there are. 
Suggest children count other items in the house. Count crayons or pairs of scissors. Count books on a shelf or 
chairs in the room. Count Bibles or blocks. Suggest a child count the number of people in the room 
 
SAY : When Mary was pregnant with Baby Jesus, the ruler wanted to know how many people were in his 
kingdom, so he made everyone travel to his hometown to be counted. Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem. 
Listen to the Bible story to hear what happened while they were in Bethlehem. 
 
Collage Baby  G if t  W rap 
Cut baby-themed wrapping paper into 1-inch pieces. Provide art paper and glue sticks. Show a child how to 
rub the glue on the paper and attach a piece of gift wrap. Search illustrated Bibles for pictures depicting 
Jesus’ birth or work nativity-themed puzzles. 
 
SAY : These paper pieces make me think of a new baby. In today’s Bible story, we will hear about the birth of 
the most important baby ever born—Baby Jesus! Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is God’s Son. God sent 
Jesus to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the world to rescue people from their sins. Listen to the story to 
hear where God’s Son was born. 
 
Th e B ible Story :  Jesu s was Born  
In t rodu ce t h e story :  T The Book of Luke is where we find today’s Bible story. Luke is one of four books of 
the Bible called the Gospels. The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John all tell about when God sent Jesus 
to earth from heaven. Like all the stories in all the books of the Bible, this story is true! Point to the Bible story 
picture on the giant timeline. Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together to tell an even 
bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.  
 
Te ll t h e B ible Story  (see attached Bible Story + picture + story point) 
 
SAY :  God planned all along to send His Son to earth as a human baby. God knew His people would sin and 
need to be rescued. Jesu s was born  to rescu e people f rom sin .  Jesus lived a sinless life on earth. He 
kept God’s law perfectly, so that one day He could take the punishment we deserve for our sin. 
 
Prac t ice t h e Key  Passage 
John 1:1 (see poster) 
*Optional Activity: Say the verse and use the motions you created in session one (From Adam to Jesus). If you 
didn’t create motions yet, you could do it now! ☺  
 
SAY :  John begins with the same three words as the Book of Genesis: “in the beginning.” The Word is Jesus. 
Jesus was with God when the world was made, and Jesus came to live on earth to rescue people from sin. 
 
 
Learn  t h e B ig P ic t u re Q u est ion  
When Baby Jesus was born in Bethlehem, God the Son came from heaven to earth to live with His people. 
Even though He was God, Jesus got hungry and cried. His mother Mary probably rocked Jesus to sleep and 
sang to Him. Is Jesu s God or a h u man ? Jesu s is both  fu lly  God an d fu lly  h u man . 
 
 
 



	

LESSON GUIDE CONTINUED... 
	O pt ion al Ac t iv it ies:  
Fin d t h e Baby  
Ask your preschooler to cover their eyes while you hide a doll in the house. Allow them to search until they find 
the baby. Alter the game by allowing a child to hide the doll or by adding additional dolls. Hide and find 
illustrated Bibles; look at a picture depicting Jesus’ birth. Recall parts of the Bible story. Remind preschoolers 
that the angel told the shepherds to go to Bethlehem to find Baby Jesus. 
 
SAY : The shepherds were watching the sheep one night when they were surprised by an angel. The angel told 
them the Savior had been born. The shepherds went to Bethlehem and found the Baby lying in a manger 
wrapped in cloth. Baby Jesus was born to rescue people from sin, just as God promised. Everyone who heard 
the shepherd’s news was surprised and amazed. 
 
Sh in e a Ligh t  
Write each word of the story point on index cards and randomly tape them around the room. Provide flashlights 
for everyone to shine. Dim the lights and guide children to shine flashlights at each word of the story point in 
order. Continue shining lights on each word, increasing your speed each time. Recall the Bible story as 
children play. Suggest a child shine a light on other items in the room. Open a Bible and shine a light on John 
1:1. Read it. 
 
SAY :  Our key passage tells us that Jesus is God. Jesus is God’s Word come down to earth. Jesus’ birth was very 
good news! Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is God the Son. God sent Jesus to earth from heaven. Jesus 
was born to rescue people from sin. 
 
Pain t  wit h  J in gle Bell B ru sh es 
Thread a few large bells onto a chenille stem. Wrap the stem around the end of a chunky-handled paintbrush. 
Assemble a paintbrush with bells for each preschooler. Put a smock on each child. Squirt washable paint onto 
foam plates. Give each preschooler a sheet of paper. Show a child how to dip the brush in paint and decorate 
his paper. Play Christmas hymns as children work and listen for the bells to jingle as a child create.  
 
SAY :  The sound of jingle bells reminds me of Christmas, when we celebrate the time when God sent Jesus to 
earth. Is Jesu s God or a h u man ? As a baby, Jesus got tired and took naps, but He also did things no one 
else could do because Jesu s is both  fu lly  God an d fu lly  h u man .  
 
P lay  O u t  t h e Story  wit h  a M an ger Scen e 
Set out a non-breakable manger scene. Invite preschoolers to use blocks to build the scene. Guide 
preschoolers to play out the Bible story with the manger scene figures. 
 
SAY :  How surprised the shepherds must have been when an angel told them a Savior had been born! They 
found His mother, Mary, and Baby Jesus. He was wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger. Jesus left heaven and 
became a baby boy who had a family. Is Jesu s God or a h u man  like you and me? Jesu s is both  fu lly  
God an d fu lly  h u man .  The shepherds were surprised and amazed, and the angels praised God.  
 
Talk  abou t  it ! 
Show the Bible Story Picture as you ask the following questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 
 
1. Where did Joseph and Mary travel when she was pregnant with Baby Jesus? (to Bethlehem) 
2. Where did Joseph and Mary stay in Bethlehem? (in a place where animals were kept) 
3. Who appeared to the shepherds? (angels) 
4. What was the angel’s message? (Today a Savior was born for you. Go find the baby.) 
5. Is Jesu s God or a h u man ? Jesu s is both  fu lly  God an d fu lly  h u man .  *big picture question 
 
Pray  wit h  you r ch ild 
 
Thank Jesus for coming to earth, becoming a human, to save us! Thank Him for allowing us to become apart of 
His family. 
 
 


